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AKE-OFF IN TEL Aviv

“PM Modi’svisitbrokeﬁewgfouﬁdwith Israel, - ¢ ()(
dehyphenated relations with Palestine \¥

- “MARRIAGEMADE iny heaven, we are irigplementing ithere onearth”,ishow
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu described the India-Israel relationship.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's three-day visitrode highonthe symbolism’
A B oftwo“fike-minded” countijes coming together to celebrate their relation-
- zship openly aftera discreet25 year-'romance.')‘\fte;‘ PV.Narasimha Rao’s decision to estab-
: iis‘hfqnna’l diplomatic tieswithTsrael in 1992, Modi's visitunderfined the reality that only
pﬁme minister who enjoys his kind of electoral popularity, rooted in the new national-
smthat runsthroughIndia, could have made suchatouch-down at Tel Aviv, that too with-
ssoutincluding Palestine inthe itinerary. It was left to the rrior"ebusiness—]ike joint state-
“ment to reflect the continuity as well as the changein the long years of silent diplomatic
. . .giveand take.The apparently last-minute inclusion in the dedlaration that the bilateral re-
[ lationship hasbeen elevated to 3 “strategic partnership” added heft to history.
. -, Among the seven agreements signed during the visit aré those that seek to leverage
ASIA€l's expertise in water conservation and to expand the existing technological co-op- -
fation between the two countries in agriculture, New agreements have also been signed
for collaboration between the space agencies of the two countries. There is to be a joint
$40 million research and development fund, Unsurprisingly, the statement was not ex-
‘pansive on the ongoing defence co-operation between the two countries, Prime Minister
-Modi'steference to the “complex geographies”of the two countries, on adaywhen China
. “Was staring down India on the Doklam plateau, was anacknowledgment of both the pos-
+sibilities and limits of this relationship, The joint statement made no mention of cross-
border terrorism or Pakistan, or the need to puniish the perpétrators of the 26/11 attack
.+ boilerplate text that India manages to push into most statements with its allies. The
- absence underlined Israel's own troubled relationship with Iran over the Hezbollah,
- “Indid's cordial ties with the Islamic Republic, and the pragmatic decision bybothsidesto
keeptheir other friendships and enmities out. - : '
- Perhaps the biggest achievement of this visit js the.de-hyphenation of India's rela-

= tionswith Israel and Palestine: This hasbeen criticised as India abandoning the Palestinian

Lause, but evidence on the ground says otherwise. The joint statement called for ajust and
~durable peace in the region,and made no mention of the two-stateresolution. But as re-
centlyas March this year, Indiavoted infavourof four resoluﬁons critical of Israel, includ-
" ing one that recognised the Palestinian right to self-determination. In May, President -

“Mahmoud Abbas of Palestine was welcomed in Delhi;and Modi reaffirmed that “we hope
tosee the realisation of a sovereign, independent, united and viable Palestine, co-exist-

- 'ing peacefully with Israel”. In interviews to the Istaeli pressahead of his visit, Modi was
4 -Unequivocal about India’s support for a two-state solution. Some policies of the past, it
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w, are set to survive the winds of change, - /e
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’ : ‘ Sy : ' A {Top) A woman and her §
child, in a utensil, move
to asafer place from

the flood-affected
Khanamukh village in

Morigoan, Assam, on
Wednesday; (Left) A
one-horned rhinoceros
and caif wade through |
flood waters in the Po-

bitora wildlife
sanctuary. pTi/ aFp

4 Iakh affected In Assam; north sizzles agaln

i NEW DELHI, AGENCIES: A day

overall toll in this year’s flood

huniidi between‘i?B% and
| after the active monsoon swept 1018, mcludmg sevenin Guwa- 57% mi)gi)led residents. Resi- 2 kl"Ed in UP E
| the region, heat returned to hati. dents of Punjab and Haryana  Two persons were killed
' northern states on Wednesday ~ Heavy rain also pounded also braved a two-pronged at- as heavy rain lashed sev-
and one more fell victimto As-  parts of Bihar, where capital tackofhigh humidity and heat. eral parts of Uttar
sam floods. Patna recorded 28.1 mm rain, The MeT office has predict- . Pradeshon Wednesday,
Infact, the flood situationin  while Gaya recorded 107.2 ed very heavy rain in Uttar - reports DHNS from Luc-

the Northeastern state could

mm. '
Though Jaipur and Udaipur

Pradesh, Meghalaya and Bihar

know. The weather de-

take a turn for the worse as the on Thursday. partment declared the
weather departmentpredicted  witnessed intermittent drizzles A downpour is “very likely”  -onset of monsoon in the

. very heavy showers in the re- for the past 24 hours, the rest in Nagaland, Manipur, Mizo-  staté and predicted more

. gion on Thursday. of Rajasthan reeled under se- ram, Tripura, sub-Himalayan  downpour on Thursday.

| Over four lakh people have vere heat. West Bengal, Sikkim, Uttarak- - Around 28 mm of rainfall
beenhitbythedelugein16dis-  Delhi may have recorded hand and northeast Madhya  wasrecorded in the state
tricts. Wednesday’s death takes Pradesh. capital and Allahabad.
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normal temperature, but high




