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Awoman walks on a fiooded
from Kolkata, on Thursday, arp

street in H district, 65 km

Flood situation eases
in-W Bengal; toll 97

KOLKATA, AUGUST & partly damaged. Crop over
The death ol in flocds in  anareaof 9,45,433 hectares
West Bengal rose to 97 today  has also been hit,

even  as  the situation The affected areas includ-

improved with the water
level receding slowly follow-
ing liftle or no rain and
reduced water discharge

ed 235 biocks, 55 tunicipat
bodies, four municipal ¢cor-
Porations and 814 gram
banchayats (GPg) covering

from barrages. 17,546 villages, they said.
Disaster Management Steps were also being tak-
Department officials said the en to profect the affected

toll rose to 97 after 12 more
deaths were reported today:
As the water level receded
some people in the relief
camps started returning to
their homes. “Altogether,

‘people from health hazards

and medicines and drinking
water pouches were being
distributed, they added,
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee told reporters at

2,719 relief camps have been the NSCB International Air-
set up 1o shelter nearly 418 portbefore leaving for north
iakh marooned people. Aiso  Bengal that the flood situs-

852 medical camps have
been opened,” officials said,
A total 85 lakh pecpie
have been affected by
floods, While 1,26,594 hous-
es have heen damaged,
4,24,140 houses have been

tion in the state wag under
contrel, “The flood situation
in the state is now under
contrel, I will personally
chair a meeting on the fisod
situation on Monday on my
return,” she said, — P
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W entral Avenue: kneedeep
water

W College Street: knee-deep

W Moulali crossing: above ankle
W Park Street: above ankle

W .JL Nehru Road: ankle-deep

Most parts of central Caleutta
went under water after a
heavy shower that lasted less
than two hours on Wednesday
afternoon.

if a natural phenomenon
turned the weather from sun-
ny to soaked, several man-ma
de factors such as {lkept
roads and poor trafiic manage-
ment turned the city ito a
commuter's nightmare in the
hoursthat followed the shower.

Water, water...

The downpour petered down
to & drizzie by 2pm, bui the
water that had accumulated
on the roads took a long time
to recede gince the city's
drainage network is designed
to drain out oniy 8mm of rain
water in an hour,

“If it rains more thansmrn
an hour over a large area, wa-
terlogging is inevitable The
extra water will drainoutata
pace of Bmas an hour," said a
sestior engineer ¢f the Calent:
ta Maunicipal Corporation
{CMC),

What made it worse is that
the rain coincided with ahigh
tide and sothe lock gates couid

Submerged
and stranded

rainwater.

“The high tide started
around noon. We couldn't
open the lock gates even after
the tide ended as the water
ievel in the Hooghly was very
high and opening the gates
would have allowed water
from fhe river to enier the
city's drainage network,” said
the engineer

About 25 per cent of the
city's rainwater is usually dis
charged into the Hooghly, but
on: Wednesday the water re-
mained within the city and
this contributed to the pro-
longed waterlogging.

Broken roads

¥ waterlogging brought traft
fic to a crawl, broken roads
only made matters worse,

The Bypass has for long
been a commuter's nightmare
with traffic moving at asnail’s

" pace because of its craters, but

o Wednesday the impact
could be folf even as far as on

_the AJC Bose flyover

Vehicles that ook the fly-
over for Park Circus cametoa
standstiii becanse of wateriog-
ging at Park Circus and con-

gastion on the Bypass. .

A traffic police officer said
patchwork repairs have been
carried ot on the Bypass, but
the strefches in front of Metro
Cash and Carry and Satyajit
Ray Film and Television Instt
fuie remain wrecked.

“The Anwar Shah Road con:
nector from Jadavpur police
station to the Bypass, too, is

‘hroken neay the Shahidnagar

and Sanfuipara crossing. But
a police officer said repairs
have begun on the connector.
On the Park Circus-EM By
pass connector, there are cra-
ters near the Topsia crossing.

School rush

it started raining arcund
12.486pm and continted to pour
tiliabout 2pm. That isthetime
about 25,000 children refurn
home from over 2,080 schools
in and around central Calcut
. )

Police said just after it
stopped raining, a deluge of
vehicles hit the roads, clog-
ging arterial roads, even those
that were not flooded.

With College Street near

Street, Surya Sen Street, parts
of ., Nehry Road and Moulali
crossing, UHadanga and the
Patipukur underpass sub
merged in knee deep to ankle-
deep water, AJC Bose Road
and APC Road bore the brunt
of traffic overload.

I some schools such asLa
Martiniere dispersal of stu-
dents was delayed, buses of
some schools were delayed
while returning from their
first trip and students had t¢
be kept waiting. '

rhe Iast student of Modern
High School for Girls was
dropped home at 8pm inabus
that could start frem the
school for Shyambazar only at
4.40pm. The same bus had ear
lier dxbpped the south Calcut:
ta children after the school
gave ovey at 2.30pm,

Three huses of Mahadevi
Rirla World Academy headed
for Hatthagan and Burrabazar
were stranded in Moulaii for
almost an hogr

Buses of 5ri $ri Academy
were also delayed.

Some students waded
through waseriogged streeis
fike Yash Shah of Frank An-
thony Public School in Benia-
pukur “The school ground
was flooded and 1 when ¥ start-
ed at 2.20pm, buses were so
crowded that 1 walked along
AJC Bose Road up fo Minto
Park.” he said,

Did you wade through water to
reach home on Wednesday?

‘Tell tmetro@abpmail com
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Aview of the Supa dam in Joida taluk of Uttara Kannada district. orroms,

Scanty rain cuts power |
production in U-K dams :

| KARWAR: The Supa, Naga-

i = up is: Nagajhart (3,223 ma), |
jhari (Ambikanagar), Ko- Supa dam 2nd Supa (448 mu), Kadra (400
dasalli and Kadrareservoirs  largest in State mu) and Kodasalli (385 mu).
across Kali river in Uttara This July, the rargeted pro-
Kannada (U-K} districthave  The Supa dam is the sec- duction from the five dams in

i registered a fall in power ond largest in the State, the disirict was 406 mu. Bug
generation compared tolast  witha height of 10 meters.  KPC was able 1o generate a
vear, This is due to scanty andalengthof 332 meters.  miere 148.757 mu. with onlythe
rainfail Inthe catchmentar-  The commandareais 1« hydel units ar Supa exceeding
eas of the Supa reservoir, 1057 sakmand thestor- .+ the target. There are six hydel

Electricity isalso being pro-  age capacity is 145 tnc ft, urdts atthe Nagajhasi dam, two
duced in the Gernsoppza dam  'The maxirmum water leve in Supa, three each in Kadra
constructed across Sharavashi  here is 564 metres, Its and Kodasalli. Elecricity is
river in Honnavar taluk inthe  power generation unit has generated based on the de-
district. There has been a re- two turbines of 50 MW marxd in these units. The rainy
ductioninrainfallinthe carch-  each and theycan generate  scason dernand is usiaily less.
ment areas of the Gerusoppa 542 mu of power a year, Power is produced in the
YESETVOIr 00, Supa dam till the water level is

The inflow into the Supa The Karnataka Power Corpe- 513 meters or more, X V Cha-
resexvoir in August fast year ration (KPC) has a target to  Iapathy, chief engineer of KPC,
was 15,600-20,000 cusecs.  produce 4,196 million units  told Decean Herald. Howsver,
This time, it has reduced ro  {ms) of power every year from e assures that there is notling
6.000-8,000 cusces. The pri-  the four dams across the Kali. 1o Wworry on the power genera-
ority now is to maintain the It had exceeded the target by  tion front, though the rainin the
storage levels in the dams, generating 4,456 mu in 2014- catchrnent area has reduced.

. ratherthantogenerate power.  15. The reservoir-wise break- DM News Service
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Minisper Mamata Banerjee has
sought an appointment with

' Prirne Misister Narendra Modi

0 seek financial assistanee to

 combat the severe flood sinua-

tion in, zhe state which has
claimed 93 lives so far.
The latest staterment came

justtwo days after she bad said

that the state itself would take
up all rescue efforts since the
Centre didnotexsend help dus-
ing the recent landshides in
Darjceling,

Baneriee told reporters at
the state secrefarias that she
has soughs the appointment

¢ during her two-day trip to Dethi
! starting August 11, 7 will seek

finds from the Centre to help
the fload victims. T will dlso
urge the prime minister 1o
waive loans of those farmers

- who have lost their hoines and
i crops due to the flodd,”

she
said.

The chief minister. who
blamed the Dameodar Valley
Corporation for aggravating
the flood situation by releasing
morewater than usual, said she

it T J3 ) u\

Mamata to seek fIOOd‘assmtante from PM.

KOL&M‘TA. West Bengal Chief
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relief supplies at Howrah district on Wednesday. reUTERS

would also raise the issue dur-
ing her meeting with the prime
minister.

Banerjee has also cafled an
alk-party meeting on August 8,
whereshe would apprise ali po-
liticat parties about the steps
her goverament has saken to

tackie the flood situation, The .
decision to convene the meet-

ing was taken %{}l%owing re-
quests from parties like the
GPM and Congress,

Complaints on relief

Meanwhile, even as the flood
situation irs South Bengal start-
ed improving on Wednesday
with water-levels of all major
rivers receding, complainis of

ﬁéople sit on a broken embankment of a road damaged by the flood waters as they wait fof

poor relief management con
tinued to erupt from various
corness of the region.

No fresh rainfall on Tuesday
or water discharge from bar-
rages in neighbouring Jhark-
hand saw some improvement
in the fiood situation in the
state. However, the challenge
of resettling the dispizced peo-

ple rerained a huge one.

Sources in state disaster
managemnent department said
2,546 relief camps and 667
medical camps have heen gt
up o cater to around 4.60 lakh
peopie. Overall, 63 lakh people
have been affected,

Extensive damage L
“As many as 112 fakh hots
have been damaged totaliy
3.78 lakh houses damay
partly. Crops over an area 'of
8.20 lakh hectares has been
damaged. The chief minister”
has demanded adequate funds
from the Centre for post-flood
work from the National Disas-
ter Relief Fund,

'Yhe affccted areas included |

235 blocks, 53 municipal bod-
ies, two municipal corpora-
tions and 781 gram panchay-
ats, across 16,414 villages.
Steps were being taken to pro-
tect affected people from
health hazards, inclading dis-

‘tribution of medicines and

drinking water pouches,” an
official said.
DH News Service
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Only 7% water in *
‘Marathwada dams

storageinthestate’sdamshas
hit a three-vesr low. The worst
affected is the arid region of
Muarathwada, where the dam
levelsarenow atust 7% of ca
pacity, down from 16% in 2014
and 33% n 2013,

In fact, § out of Marathwa:
da’s 11 malor dams have hit
dead storage fevel, accordingto
the water yesources departme-
nt. This means the water can-
nothereleased downstream. In
sich cases, the dam water is
mainiy used for drinking, rath:
er thanagriculture or industry

@hmmupmm 3-YR MAHA LOW
) > Water in state's dams has hita
i Mumbai: With Meharashira  three-year low with average
i yeceivingjustoverhalf theav-  water level at 30% of capacity
© erage rainfall so far, water L parathwada worst bt with

dam levels at 79 of capacity,
down from 18% iy 2614

> Saut of 11 major dams in
Marathwada have hit dead
storage jevel where water
cannot be released downstrearnm
» State has received 57% of
rainfall 5o far this year, compared
tn 58% by early August in 2014

OfficialsadmitMarathwa.
da could face a water ¢risis, !
closeontheheelsof lastvear’s

drought. .
» Marathwada worst hit, P 15 |
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This child at Espianade was among rmany who ieft homeon A girllives up to the slogan on her tee as she focuses on a fun selfie with herfriend wiile ivaéihg through knee-high water on Co?iege Street and (right) & was & a0
Aphaal on a wet afterncon for commuters-ondhe Howrah bridge endednesday aftermosn the traffic slood el for nearly an hour. Pictures by Bibhash Lodh, Sanat Kr Sinha and Pramita Ghosh.
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Central Caleutia went
from: bone dry to a back-
water of misery within 45
mimtes of an afterncon
shower so heavy that a
quarter of the average
rain count i the whoele of
Juiy was recorded in a
couple of hoars.

A thin but 12 km tali strip
of cloud that developed sud-
denly over the central bust
ness district on Wednesday
was responsible for fhe
100mm of rain that came
down between 12.30pm and
3pm, the weather office said.

South and north Caleutta

escaped the deluge, which ful

filled the meteorclogical crite-
ria for “very heavy rainfaii”,
While ceniral Calcutia was
struggling to stay afloat, peo-
pie fravelling to the city centre
from up north or far south
were shocked to find Es
planade and paris of Central
Avenue resembling the flood:
ed Kalighat neighbourhood
during spring tide over the
previoustwo days.

“The weather was fine
when I started from the air
port and I didn't encounter
anything more than a short
drizzle along the way With just
50 metres jeft to my destina-
Hon, { can't believe this place
is now swimnining in shin-deep
water,” sgid Samiran Majum.
dar, canght in a snar} near
Chandni Chowk.

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati }
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12km sky dam
pours 100mm

The sun was out in the
morpipg, which meteorsio.
gists said confributed to the
formation of the thunder
clond. Since there was already
moisture in the gy, the heat
the mercury had climbed to
34.5 degrees Ceisius by noon,
three notches above normal

for this time of the year —was .

just what was needed for the
thandercloud fo form.

Once the dam broke, cen-
ral Calentia with its cheek-by-
jowl buildings and deodey
drainage was the pe can
didate for a fiash o and z
car ¢rawl thst would ‘soon

throw fraffic haywive eise. "

whereinthe ciiy oo,

“The general direction of
the wind af this time of the
year is from the south, where
the Bay of Bengal is. This is
why moisture is constantly
present in the Calcutta air
during the monsosn,” ssid De-
vendra Pradhan, deputy diree
tor-general of metesrology in
the India Meteorclogicai De-
parfment, Caleutta,

The monsoon irough, an
imaginary Hne connecting the
various low pressure peings in

the vicinity of Caloutta, anda
cycionie circuiation in north
Bay of Bengal slso com
tributed to the poistire incur-
ston, Pradhan said.

But why was the rainfail
Linited fo a particular area?

According to meteorolo-
gists, there was no wind to
drive away the 12km thunder
cloud in the upper atmos
phere; resulting in the entire
volunie 4f Tain being drained
out over ¥smali area,

“Whe thunderstorms
ateur in suminer, there is a
strong wind from the north.
west divection in the upper at
mosphere, There was a mild

" wind from the southeast at the

time of Wednesday's rain,
which is why the tall thunder-
cloud didn't move at all” a
weather scientist said.

Hepointed out thatwhen i
had rained ai night on Friday
after Cyclone Komen entered
Bengal as a deep depression,
there was no thunder and
lightning. “That was because
the cloud was low and wide
spread, the kind that forms
when a stz‘eng weather system
ig around.
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. On Wednesday, the thun-
dercioud was tal-enough to
blot out most of the sunlight.
“Cne of the characteristics of
such a cioud 1s extremely fast
movement of air within,
which leads to thunder and
lighining.” the weather scien-
tist said.

In the ceniral business dis-
trict, the sky suddenly went
from sunny to dark and men-
acing, accompanied by the
rumble of thunder and flashes
of lightning.

Therain wasatits heaviest
from 12.48pm o 1.45pm, sub-
merging centrai Caleutta inpo
time. This was followed by 2
shower of lesser intensity be-
tween 2pm and 3.45pm. Only
this tipge, most of the rain was
in south Caleutta,

The Thanthania pumping
station2in central Calcutia
recorded H7mm of rain. in
the same period, Maniktalare
coived Tomm of rain while Ul
tadanga, further north, got
Just 17mm.

In south Calcuttz, Bally-
gunge received 4imm. Garia,
on the southern fringe, didn't
get any. Dhapa, along the By-
Pass, got Jmm.

The weather office said
there was little chance of are-
peaton Thursday.

Hily, the rainiest month of
the year in Calcutia, gefs
399.9mm of rain on an aver
age, although the month st
ended was the wetfest in years
with 806.3mm,
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200-YEAR-OLD WATER BODY GE1

Akarksha Jain

hoked with silt for the past 30 years, a
water body in Dwarka has been resurrec-
ted by its residents, )

The 200-year-old water body called
‘naya johad’ and located in Sector 23
Dwarka has already recharged the ground-
water with 1 crore Yitre of water this mon-
soon in a short span of 23 days, :

The credit for its revival goes fo the
residents of the area and environmental
activists who had put in physical labour to
remove the silt, deepen the water hody
and channei the water while alys pursuing
the DDA for assistance,

The water body measares 160 metres X
50 metres and is three metres deep.

From July 9 it stored as much as 1 crore

litre of water and by August 2, the water

had percolated into the ground. .

The water body once used to be full and
the villagers used fo remove the silt every
year. But then, like other water bodies, it
was taken over by the DDA and for almost
30 years, there was no desilting and the
water body shrank even as the L-G in 26013
ordered DDA to expedite its revival,

After three years, the water body is now
revived and has woodlands which act as
nesting area for birds and is also a haven
for natuyre fovers and bird watchers.

Interestingly, the DDA had announced
work on revival of 63 water bodies last
year hirt nothing concrete has happened
so far.

Environmental activist Diwan Singh
who worked with the residents on the wa-
ter body said, “The water body has now
been deepened, it has become broad and
the recharging has increased, Fhere isdee-
pening of the body and increase in the
water column too. We made check dams in
storm water drains o divert water o this

'WE MADE CHECK DAMS IN STDRM WATER
DRAINS TO DIYERT WATER TO THIS B0OY.
'WOODLAND WAS ALSD LEFT ARDUND IT. THE
EFFORTS TAKEN BY THE RESIOENTS DURING
THE THREE YEARS WITH THE HELP OF THE DDA
RAS REVIVED THE BODY AND IT IS NDW
RECHARGING THE GROUNOWATER

Hope springs

body. Woeodland was also left around i,
The efforts taken by the residents during
the three years with the help of the DDA
has revived the body and it isnowrecharg-
ing the groundwater.”

Mr. Singh shared that the Dwarka
catchment gets a lot of water from the side
of the airport and if authorities concerned
take necessary action, at least 50 water
bodies can be revived. The Sector 23 water
body has improved the quality of water in
260 metres radius around it.

Shobhit, a resident of the area who
worked on the Naya Johad, says, “# was a
treacherous time working with DDA
There was so much resistance from the

“civie body. A work that could have been

finished in a month’s time tock three
years.”

For feedback, please mail us at
cityeditordethi@thehindu.co.in
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Public consultation

o B \WESTERN GHATS B

LOCAL ’DEVELOPMENT'\"NEEDS._VS. CONSERVATION EFFORTS

Vidya Venkaf

ounted among the world’s top

hiediversity hotspots, the West

ern Ghats is currently at the cen-
ire of a political batile pitting
iocal  ‘development’ needs
against conservation efforts. Six
States — Keraly Tamil Nadu,
€oa, Karnataka, Maharashira
and Gujarat — which the forest
region encompasses, were sup-
posed to submnit recommenda-
tions to the Centre on
demarcating Ecologically Sensi-
tive Areas (ESA) here by July 3%
But only Kerala and Goa did so.
Meanwhile, a citizens’ report
compiled by campsgn organisa-

tibn Thatkaa released last month-

has exposed the sham in the
name of publie consuitations oz~
ganised by the State govern-
ments while framing
recornmendations. On August 3,
29 Members of Parliament who
met Environment Minister Pra-
Lash Javadekar spoke over-
whelmingly in favour of
protecting local ‘development’
needs and demanded that activ-
ities such as sand guarrying be
allowed to continue.

_ Colonet Muthanns, president

THE VOICES OF TIMBER AND
BUILOERS’ LOBRIES IN KDDAGU
PREVAILED -

~

Local residents interviewed for the citizens’ report on
Western Ghats knew nothing about what an ESA
demarcation would entail - FiLe PHOTO: K MURAL KUMAR

of the Coorg Wildiife Society,
who contributed to the citizens’
report, told The Hindu that 30
per cent of Kodagu comprises
forests, with the area contribut-
ing 50 per cent of the total inflow
into the Cauvery river. Sand
mining on river banks hastaken a
tolf on local water supply.” But
early this year, when the Karna-
taka government held a pubiie
consuitation to discuss ESA de-

marcation, a group of local politl-

cal leaders shouted them down,
not allowing them 10 speak.
“Along with iocal residents, |

submitted a memorandum to the
sub-committee holding the hear-
ings that we wanted the recom-
mendations of the Madhav
Gadgil committee report, giving
priority to gram sabhas in the de-
cision-making process, imple-
mented. But the voices of the
timber lobby and builder’s lobby,
with high stakes in the tourist
business in Kodagy, prevailed.”
A key finding of the citizen's
report 1s that tocal residents in-
terviewed for the report knew
nothing about what an ESA de-
arcation would entail. Many

a sham: report

seared that if a particular village
is designated as ESA, the villagers
will be relocated or they will be
“~deprived of access to basic facil-
ities, such as water supply or
electricity, though both the Mad-

the Kasturirangan Commitiee
report, sugigest nothing of that
sort.

Koraga tribe member Susheela
Koraganad of Udipi is guoted in
the citizen’s report as saying that
the government refused fo pro-
vide copies of both the Commit-
tee Teports in Kannada, which
might have helped them under-
stand its recommendations bet-
ter. Tania Devaizh, Jhatkaa's
onkine campaigner, said that both
Mr. Javadekar and Environment
Secretary Ashok Lavasa have not
responded to the citizen’s report
and the concerns raised by it. The
Jack of transparency in the con-
sdltation process is further ex-
posed by the fact that the MokF
did not respond to a Right to In-
formation query filed by Ms. De-
vaiah on June 17, seeking details
of the ongoing consultation pro-
ceedings, despite public author~
jties being required to respond to
RTI queries within one month
from the date of receipt of the
query. Despite queries made in
both writing and over telephone,
the MoEF did not respond to The
Hinduon this subject.

$iav Gadgil Committee report and.
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FLOODTOLLTOUCHES 97

MAMATA SAYS SITUATION UNDER CONTROL, REVIEW MEET ON MONDAY

STATESMAN KEWS SERMICE
Kolkata, 6 August

Twelve people have died in
the floods since yesterday,
taking the death toll to 97
across the state. The fig.
ures, however, have not
deterred the chief minister
from saying that theflood has
mifigated,

Tilltoday, 88lakh people
from 17,546 villages have
been affected in the 12 dis-
tricts. Around nine lakh
hectares of ¢rop area has
been damaged and over four
iakh people are in 2,719
relief camps.

The 24X7 controi room set
up by thestate disaster man-
agement department wil
befunctional til 11 August.
Officials have beendeployed
at the control room for con-
stant monitoring of the sit-
uation.

The flood situation in
the siate is better than ear-
Her and under conirol, chief
ministey Mamata Banerjee
said at NSCBI Airportbefore
leaving for North Bengal
today

“The review commitiee
constituted to assess the
fioods ismoniioring the sit-
uation round the clock, I witl
chair ameetingon the flood
situation at Nabanna on
Monday on my return,”
Miss Baneriee said.

A review reeting

{fop} Residents being transperted on a boat through a flooded area of Hoogh-
ly district in West Bengal on Thursday, (Above) A woman wades through a
fiouded street at Hooghly in West Bengal on Thursday. - are

was held today at Nahanna
totake stock of the food sit-
iation, Miss Banerjee
informed.

During her visit tonorth
Bengal, Miss Baneriee will
lay the foundation stone of
a bridge over River Teesta,

which would connect
Haldibari and Mekhligunge.

The bridge wili be
constructed al an estimat-
ed cost 'of 2400 crore,

It was a long-standing
demand 8f the people of
Cooch Behar districtas weill
asthe peopleliving in North
Bengal. “1f will also direct-
Iy connect the two places,
save time and make way
for faster connectivity,” she
said.

The Ramakrishna Mis-
sion has distributed relief
materials among fieod vie-
tims through is 13 centres
in south Bengal, according
to a press release issued by
Swami Suvirananda, sec-
retary, relief department.
The reiief materialsinciude
cooked food, dry food, bis-
cuits, sugar, gur, bleaching
power, halogen tahlets and
tarpaniins.

The districts whereexten-
sive relief work has been
carried out include
Murshidabad and Hooghly,
where vast areas sur-
rounding Singur, Haripal
and Arambag have heen
inupdated.

Relief work hasbeen organ-
ised by the REM cenires
at Kamarpukur and Jar-
rambati. Extensive relisf
operations were capried out

in South and North 24-Par-
ganas, Howrsh and
Burdwan,
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