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I&WSANRARBOM xazlmga, Pabltora pamsma . e 8 Sanctuary Assam - “have - faced ﬂmai—affected areas of

"“mf:"t““m e e RS TS Natioral Besides “ine lakh people -unpmeéem ha‘dship Lakhimpur digtrict and
mmswmms @ ?afkm m”lﬁmhfﬁb %'t’;% 3 o d" in' 18 dfstricts Have béén “with flobd water fréth the  talked to the people who
The flood situation contin- Golaghat distri cis haps b:e o subr m affected. and’ there has Brahmapufra submerging _had taken shelter in relief
ues. to remain grim in been extensive damage to - almost all the localities in  camopsin the district.’

© Assam with rivers still
‘showing rising ftrend,

. ¥The rising water has forced the animals, including

phants and one-horned rhinos, 10 cross over the

Oiﬁ

_ roads, bridges, embank-

ments and houses, Stand-

:the towr. The authorities
have borrowed machines

Sonowal ‘claimed that
the Central govemment

inundating new areas in 715 10 take refuge in Karbi Anglong district. ing paddy over an area of from OilIndian Limitedio had already provided
many parts of the state. wForest officlals have mounted vigi and introduted asys- - 143 lakh hectares has attempi pumping out money fo the Assam gov-
The situation is particu- ~ tem toregulate the speed of vehicies piying on the high- been destroyed. flood water from thé town  ernment for various relief
larly worse in ‘Marigaon, -way through the national park ‘ More than 3.35 lakh peo-  area, but.in vain. operations. He said ihat

Dhémai, Lakhimpur, ‘ple have been affected in ~ Union Minister of State all the MLAs in the state
Dibrugarh and 'l‘msukla flood has inundated two habitats in the state, Kazi- Dhemail district alone for Sgports and Youth  should stand by those
districts. ' very important wildlife ranga National Park while the residents of Affairs, Sarbananda - affected by the floods at
The current 'wawg of (KNP and . Pabitora Dibrugarhtown in eastern - Sonowal, todayvi_sit'edthe- this {ime of digtress.

protection areas and rhino

m . . .
IAMMY, SEPTEMBERS ﬁrstanniversaryoﬁheﬁooﬂs,
After a year that witnessed ﬂinister foF Public Works ! ‘Mohammad Altaf Bukhari -
change of guard in the state,  Said: *“Nearly 80 per oent of road network has beén com-
i the IDmigation and Flood mmiywsmmmeworkonﬂwrestssmpmgrm%far,
© Control Department headed  Dridges have been temporarlly repaired. | can say with confi-
- by Sukhnendan Choudhary . dence that. oomp!ate witoration will be done by Mamh;si.
. is confronted with the chal * 2037 dange py the natural calamity need.
| lenge 1o save Srinagar from - 3
: ossible disaster, d on ;a
I Janmu, where the Tawi, ¥135 klterpwlmge
i Uij and Chenab breached its Wand Kashmartog@taﬁnanclai package
. Banks last year, the govern- sqonandthe package could be a staggering

; J pending with Prime Minister .
W(eaf'naicailon%t _

. vulnerable to floods, which
needsa stepdy-step approach, .
Qurmain task is io save Srina-

- gar from another flood for
mmmﬂMMm
essary,” said Sukhnandan,
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Threat looms as mitigation measures yet to take off

FTRIFUNE NEWS SERVICE

SRINAGAR, SEPTEMBER §
With a series of mitigation
measires recommended by
experts remaining unimple-
menied over the past yearn
the threat of floods remaing
real in Kashimnin

The recommendation and
measures to

. ed with floods — suggested

by experts and also docu-
mented in an official assess-
meni report of the state gov-

.ernment - have remained

unimplertented even as the
Kashmir region is ready to
mark the anniversary of last
vear's devastating floods.
The official report prepared
after last year's deluge by
the Indian Space Research
Organisation’s National

Remote Sensing Centre and °
: the

state  government's
Department of Environment
and Remote Senging had
suggested 14 recommenda-
tions aimed at minimising

. therisk of floods,

The key recommendation

A vehicte makes way through a flooded road in the Kashmir valiey. TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

Disaster force remalns without a boat -

The State Disaster Response Force (SDRF) of
the region has no boats in #s armoury for
rescue operations. The state government is
yet 1o procure boats for the SBRF, an
auxiliary unit whose personnel are tasked 10
be-among the first responders during
disasters such as Bood, official sources said.

The sources said the S{)RF had no boat at
thé time of the floods last year. it is now
relying on a “few rented” boats, parked at
its headquariers in Srinagar. The boats are
in a decrepit state, the sources said.

The SDRF needed at least 20 boats o
operate in Srinagar in case of floods.

of the report had suggested
digging up of an alterfative
fiood-spill channel for the
Jhelum river, which would
run paraiiel to it from south o
nerth Kashmir's Waar lake.

The idea of having an alter-
native flood-spill channel, an
official of the state’s irriga-
tion and flood control depart-
ment said, had been pro-
posed. fo the Central

government in 2019,

The department had sug-
gested a spill channel which
can have an intake capacity of
69,606 cusecs from Dogripora
in south Kashrnir to Wualiar -

The current discharge
capacity of the river, which

snakes through the region, is,

25,000 cusees and together
with the existing flood-spill
channels it takes about

35,000 cusecs of wate:: Last
vear in September, the water
volume of the Jhelum
reached 120 lakh cusecs,
wrecking the region with an
unprecedented flooding.

Several hundred residen-
{ial and commercial neigh-
bourhoods were wrecked by
the devastating deluge last
yearwhich took the state gov-
ernment off guard. The Vai-
ley has since. witnessed an
unusually high number of
flood alarms.

Officials said the const.me«
tion of an alternative food-
spill channel, which is esti-
mated 1o run a distance of
86-km, has been hii by lack
of funding, The channel will
approximately cost Rs
18,000 crore out of which Rs
13,500 crore will have 1o be
spent on land acquisition
and compensation. )

The report had also sug-
gested desiltation of the
Jhelum river and lakes and
strengthening of the river's
embankments ~- on which
meagre progress has been
made in the past months.
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No end to ordeal
ot Udhampurs
Saddal SUIVIVors

}a Tjg
pAr Y

Flood victims of Saddal village in Udampur distric ths_e '
relief Camp, TRIBUNE PHOTO: INDERIEET SING

THRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AKHAD [DHAMPUR), SEPTHMBER 6
A year has passed since
the entire Saddal village
vanished under land-
slides on September 6,
26014, but there is hardly
much change in the
ordeal of survivors of the
tragedy. They are still
awaiting government help
for their permanent reha-
bilitation,

Forced to live in small
compartments, separated
by fixing plywood in a large
cemented hall with tin
sheets on the banks of a
nuilah, 51 Dalit families
comprising 215 people from
Saddal viilage are leading a
miserabie life and grudges
against the state govern-
ment gre quite visibie on
their faces.

Their condition of living
eould be gauged from the
fact that women of these
families cook food under

~open sky by collecting
sticks, twigs and leaves,
and in rainy seasen they
shift earthen sioves io
small compariments
allotied fo them, causing
serious heaith problems
{o them.

At least 40 villagers were
buried alive after the
entire Saddal village in the
Panchari Hills of Udham-

Yet to be rehabifitated

*Forced to ve in small
compartments, separated
by fixing plywood in a large
cemented hall with tin
sheets onthe banks of 2
rulllah, 81 Dalit families
from Saddat village are
ieading & miserabie iife

WAL least 40 villagers were
buried alive after landsides
had hit Saddal village in the
Panchari Hills of Ughampur
district in September 2014

pur district came under
landslides foliowing inces-
sant rain in Sepiember
2614, Bodies of four per-
sons are yei to he traced
from the debris, The Cen-
tre had alse announced

" that Saddal village would

be developed as the first
“smart viliage” of J&XK,
but nothing has happened
in the last one year.

“Inthe last one year, this is
the fourth place where we
have been dumped fo live
an inhuman life. We have
been provided kerosene
only once in the last one
year. Initially, the govern-
ment announced o provide
free ration to all affected
familes for six months,
which we got, but no ration
has been providéd to us in
the past three months,” said
ishar Dass, a villager.

_§_

Contral Chiamcot ] Bhopal )




Relief dries up, road torecovery agmgly slow

People still picking up the pieces
as rehab yet to gather pace

Azsian QADRE &

SRENAGARSIAMMIS, SEPTEMBER 6
it the first week of Septem-
ber last year, Jammu and
Kashmir recorded an umisu-
ally high amount of rain,
ending with a devaglating
dehuge that submerged resi-
dential and commercial
neighbourhoods and struck
a damaging blow o the
TEEICH'S eCOnomy.

The south Kashmir districts
of Kv.gam, Anantnag, Shopi-
ana d Pulwamawere the firgt
to get affected by the floods in
early Seplemberas heavy rain
wrecked the region  and
swelled the streams into rav-
aging water bodies.

Many inferlinking roads in
south Kashmir and the
strefch of the Srinagar-Jam-
mithighway passing through
the distriets were blocked as
the Jhehum beganfooverflow
its embankments.

Kashmir had  wilnessed
similar floods in 1903 and
1959, but the deluge of 2014 i3
considered to be the most
severe and most destructive
i magnitude as Ewas beyond
the rescue and relief capacity
of the state government.

The Hoods deall the most
severe blow when the flood-
waters entered Srinagar on
Septermnber 7 and marconed
major residential and com-
mercial neighbourhoods and
headguarters of the state
government, police and
emergency services,

Within hours, most paris of
western, central and easiern
Srinagar were under 1010 15
feet of water, creating one of

the most digiressing human-
itarian criges in the region.

Thousands were siranded
in the upper storeys of their
houses and thousands oth-
ers digplaced, {aking shelier
in makeshift camps.

For the rest of September,
Kashmir struggled with
immediate relief and reha-
bilitation. Communication
systems were paralysed and
shortage of medicines, food
and other essential supplies
worsened chaos,

The {irst response {o the
devastating floods came
from young men who risked
their ives to carry out rescue
andd relief operalions.

In the aftermath of the
floods, #ts viciims had fo
undergo a long and agonis-
ing wait for rehabilitation
and rebuilding of their lives.
The state government made
a slow start in disbursing
irterim relief and it tock
nearly six months for release
of the first instalment.

In Jammu division, the
Aoods left a trail of death,
Nearly 200 persons lost their
Hves in flash floods triggered
by heavy rain, In Udhampur
and Rajour districts, 33 bodies
covtd not be recovered so far

Survivers of the Rajouri
bus mishap, in which 67
members of a marriage party
were washed away, were

scarred with painfil memo-

ries. Al least 15 bodies could
not be traced so far.

The administralion is yvet
to provide permanent road
cennectivily to Pooneh town
a5 the two main bridges —
Shere-Kashmir and Nangali
— are yet o be restored.

Cars submerged in floodwaters at a posh locality of Srinagar, TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO

TOTAL DEATHS

?44 000 crore

PESTRUCTION IN NUMBERS

INFRASTRUS TURE DAMAGED ¢ AGRICELTURE

BRIDGES/CULVERTS - 550 ro1aL Loss: ¥4,043 crore

: MORTIGL L TURS
| TOTAL LOSS! ?‘1 568 crore

AYTLE PERISHE WS

MILEH CATTLE? 10,050

usrs I“AR rmz ::r DAMAGED! 54 264

level at Srinagar
SEPTEMBER 5 At 7 am, thelum crosses danger
leve] at Asham

INTERIM RELIEF
FOR PARTIALLY DAMAGED Houses: T3,800 {already given)

FOR SEVERELY DAMAGED HOUSES: T12,600 (1st
instaiment given), ¥50,000 (2nd instaiment
underway}

HUTS, COWSHEDS DAMAGED! 99, 305 ey

KRR .

TR T PO CONNEPIRS [ RCY ' CEF TR S TP
1088 $162.85 crore
TOTAL RUBBLE REMOVED FROM SRINAGAR: 88,000 tomes

: levet {red mark) at Sangam

skprEmMBER 30 AL 8 pm, Jhelum crosses danger

sepTEMBER 4: At midnight, Jheium crosse&, danger

FOR FULLY DAMAGED souses: T75,000 (ist
instatment given), T1 lakh {2nd instalment given),
11 lakh (3rd instalment underway)

{Compiled by Arna D}
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Over 17 lakh affected, 45
dead in Assam floods

L S .
safer

HTCwmndmt 45 with five more people dying in
* trsBhindislarimes com Hlood relateg incidents in differant
paris of the state on Sanday

GUWAHATE The fiood stuation in InGuwshat, the Brahmaputra
Assam remained grimon Sunday isBowing over thedanger leve] fy
with water levet of Brahmapuira thefourthday on Sunday Officia)
and its tributartes being above sources said that the army, NDRF
; danger level and SDR?ammn'ﬁagwf resciie
As per official statement on  apd relief operations,
| Sunday 17.68 jakh people have Around 10,000 people have
 been affected in the Currentfioods.  been evacuated in Morigaon and
P Asmany as 21 districts have heen Nagaon districts on Friday,
affected in the ficod that begun Naarlyziakhpeepkhavetaken
N AURUSEZ2. A total of 27Trelief  shelter at relief cumps ang 352
€amps have been opened forfiood. villages have heen submerged
affected paople, in Barpeta district
The death tall hag gone ap to {With agency inputs)
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Owing to less rainfall in the
water level in the KES rese

on August 30,

H.5. Narasimha Kumar

MYSURY: Chief Minister Sidda-
ramaiah has hinted that it
may be difficult for the State
to release Cauvery water to
Tamil Nadu at this juncture
as Karnataka is reeling under
unprecedented droughs,

He was speaking to press-
persons  after inangurating
the new court huilding com-
plex in Mysuru on Saturday,

Mr. Siddaramaiah ssid jt
was not that the State did not
want to release water, butwas
bogged down by acute dis-
tress with storage levels in all
reservoirs being low,

“If we receive rain, we will
definitely release water, Even
in June and July, there was
discharge from Kuarnataka®
he said. This is a period of

frogana { tezan )

“This is a period of
drought and States
should share the
distress’

drought and us such, the ri-
parian States should share
the distress, he said,

The Chief Minister suid the
State had recorded 43 per
cent deficient rainfali be-
tween June 1 and July 15, as
per the report of the Karnaty-
ka State Natural Disuster
Monitoring Centre
(KSNDMC}. He said this was
the lowest rainfall recorded
in the last 42 years, Crops in
most districts in the State
have withered and groundwa-
ter in many districts deplet-
ed. Fodder had become

catchment area of the Cauvery in Kodagu district,
rvolr near Srirangapatna in Mandya district dipped

precarious, he said and added
that drinking water was being
supplied through tankers to
over 700 viliages.

Centze’s  assistance  had
been sought to mitigate the
drought situation, Karnataka
Is supposed to release 192
tmeft of water us per the
Cauvery Water Disputes Tri-
bunal’s final order. The witer
level ut the Krishnarafa Sagar
(KRS} on Saturday was 102,15
ft against the full reservoir
fevel of 124.8 &, While the
gross storage capacity of the
dam is 49.45 tmeft, the stor-
age ag on Saturday was 25,38
tmeft, The gross storage ca-
bacity in Kabini reservoir is
19.52 tmmcft, against which the
storage on Saturday was 19,19
tmeft, as per statistics from
the KSNDMC,
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BENGALURL), DHNS: Rains
reappeared in pasts of the State
bringing respite from the swel
tering heat,

Heavy rains Jashed Hosapere
taluk for around two hours ear-
iy on Saturday morning. Ba-
nana plantations in Kamalapu-
ra were damaged due to heavy
rains.

A partofthe tower ofa choul
try in front of Vijaya Vittala
Mandira in the Harnpi ruins
coliapsed following rains. Ve
hicular movement on Kamala-
pura-Talwarghatta road was af-
fected as a canal overflowed,
Heavy rain tashed Hubballi and
Pharwad towards Saturday
evening after a break of nearly
amonth, The 30 - minute show
ers brought traffic toa standsall
as most of the roads were wa-
terlogged.

Aftera long break, moderare
to heavy rains accompanied by
Hightning lashed some parts of
Shivarmogga district.

Shivamogga, Bhadravashi,
Hosanagar, some paris of
Thirthahalli, Sagar and
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EN SPATE: The old municinal office road in Hassan wés waterfogged following heavy rainson
Saturday. pH pHOTO

Shikaripur received rains.
Among them, Shivamogga city
received a good spell of rains
that lasted for nearly 40 min-
utes. The Mysuru region re-
ceived good rain, except
Mandya and Chamarajanagar.

While the rainfall starred by 8
pin it Mysury, parts of the dis-
rict received the showers in the
evening. Eight persons of
Chakkodanahall in HD Kote
tahsk of Mysuru district suf-
fered injuries due to lightring

on Saturday evening at Chaka
halli. Hassan received rain for
more than one hour. Some
parts of the district also re-
ceived the showers in the
evening, accompanied by light-
ning.
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Rain deficit rises to 36%
in Punjab and Haryana

TrigtynE News SERVICE

NEW DELE, SEPTEMBER 5
Marking an early reireat,
the southwesi monsoOn
will withdraw {rom some
more areas of northwest
India over ihe next
two-three days with Pun-
jab and Haryana faring
the worst with a shorifall
of 35 per cent,

The counirywide deficit
stands at 13 per cent while
Dethi and Chandigarh saw
34 per cent shortfail. The
past week saw the countiry
receive 17 per cent below
normatl rains but northwest

India was worst hit with a
deficiency of 78 per cent.

The four-month-long sea-
son began fo withdraw from
Rajasthan around the first
week of Septernber. As of
now, the withdrawal line is
passing through Amizpgarh,
Nagaur, Jodhpur and
Rarmer in Rajasthan.

The Met department
said the monsoon over the
past week has been vigor-
oug over south-interior
Karnataka ané normal
over sub--Himalzyan
West Bengal and Sikkim,
itarakhand, central
Maharashira,

Marathawada, norih-inte-
rior Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Andaman and
Nicobar Islands,

The depariment says
eonditions are favourable

R R IR REV AR R LIS TR FV A FAN PR BN AL
The Deccan Hearld { Benglusu

e Deccan Chronical { ityderabad |}
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for further withdrawal of

monsgooen from some more

parts of northwest during

the mnext ithree io four
days. The weather office
considers the monsoon as
withdrawn if there is ces-
sation of rainfall for five
continuzous days, reduc-
tion i meisture content
in the air and esiablish-
ment of anti-cyclone in
the iroposphere.
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JNUNDATE: The road nagr NR Grole was wateﬁogged due to
@ sudden downpour_. int Hassan, on Friday. oy PHOTG

Sudden dOWnpqur
InHassan

HASSAN: Heavy raing that
lashed the <ity for more than
t respite from
the heat, on Friday

The sudden downpour, ac.
companied by thunder and
lightning starred ar 245pmin

ity and continued for more

an 45 minutes, _

Various parts of the City was
left wateriogged, cansing

conveniences to the corg-
muters.it is after 4 long gap
that various parts of the district
have received good raing.
alebeedu received rains for
half an houy, while Arkalgud,
Belur, H{;Zenamsipur and other
places received good rains,
However, no damage 1o prop-
CITY wWas reported,
DN News Service
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Shadow of drought looms over
Gujarat as monsoon plays truant

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD; A month-long dry
spetl in Gujarat has farmers
and the government worried

as the State is now possibly

staring at a drought with the
monsoon  deficit widening.
The State received heavy rzin
in June and July, leading to
floods in Saurashitrz and
North Gujarat, which kilied

over 100 people and thou-,

sands of animals.

“There was not a single
drop of rain in the whole of
August so it looks like we al-
reagdy have & semi-drought in
the State notwithsianding
the rain in June-July,” a se-
nior official says. The Cuhi-
net  meeting  held on
Wednesdsy discussed the
problem, he adds.

In the Saurashtra region,
comprising seven districts,
the situation is worsening
with a continued rain deficit
#s the mainstay crops . of
groundnst and cotton areina
precarious position.

“Te save the stapding
crops, we urgently need fresh’
showers; or else, the crops
will wilt,” says Ramjibhal Pa-
tel, a farmer from Rajket dis-

GRIM PORTENTS: A manth»?ong_ dry spell in the State
has set alarm bells ringing. - rug puoto: arp

trict, who  has
groundnut and cotton on his

“20-acre rain-fed farm,

“It rained heavily in June.
Since then, there has not

heen major spells of rain

Groundwater hag also not in-
creased. 8o we. cannci even
irrigaté our helds from our
bore wells.”

Those farmers whe have

access to the Narmada canal

in "Rajket, Surendranagar,
Mehsana, Patan, Ahmedabad
and Bapuskantha districts
have already started drawing

grown

water from it, but they form &
niiniscuie number,

. By July-end, over 90 per
cent of the sowing wuas com-
pleted in Gujarat. “If it dees
%ot rain in the next two

. weeks, the government wif

declare semi-drought in the
affected areas,” Agriculture
Minister Babubhai Bokkiria
tald The Hindu

“We are prepared to tackle
the situation if the monscon
fails. We will start drought-
relief works in the affected
areas, and fodder for animals

The: mamstay crops of
'groundnut and cotton
areina precanous

_ pesmon L

will be made available by the -

State agencies,” Mr: Bokhiria
said. .
“T'he average rainfall in the
State may have been over 30
per cent by now, but it Jooks
iike a bad monsoon for agri-
culture,” YK, Alagh, agricul-
ture economist and former
Unicn Minister, says,
Officlals . say prcmdzng
drinking water will be a
daunting task, as the Narma-

da canal and pipeline net- -

work is the main source of
drinking water in the
parched areas of Saurashirs,
Kutch and North Guiarat
districts.

“We may have to start Sup~
plying water through tankers
in those villages which are
not connected by pipelines.
As of now, 150 villages in
Kuteh are also being supplied
water through tankers,” Wa-
ter Resourves Minister Vijay
Rupani says.

10
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Flood scéné

e VR

worsens in Dhubri

SANJOY RAY

DHUBRI, Sept 4: The ag-
gravating flood situation in
Dhubri and adjoining areas may
have direct fmplications on the
rise in the prices of essentizl

including Guwahati, with hun-
dreds of goods carrying trucks
from West Bengal and other
States stranded on the Bogori-
bari-Bilasipara route on the
National Highway 31 for more
than 18 hiours now,
Movement of these trucks,
mostly Guwahati-bound, have
been restricted along with other
heavy vehicles as the road condi-
tion have deteriorated with the
fiood water breaching quite 3 few
paints, including at Bilasipara
(NH 31) and the situation does
not seem to be improving,
District administration
sources told this reporter that

'} commodities across the State, .

the goods.laden trucks will
now have to take the route
through Kokrathar, which is
again a dicey proposition,

“If the situation does not
improve, the supply chain of
essential and perishable itemns
will be largely hampered. The
NH 31 s a crucial route)” he
pointed out, .

"Some of them {truckers)
may opt to move through the
alternate route via Kolrathar
tomorrow morning bat most
of them appeur refuctant due
to the law-and-order issue.
Even ¥ all the trucks are di-
verted through the Kokrajhar
rogte, the cost of transporta-
tion would increase, besides it
would effect movement has-
sles,” sources stated.

The trucks carrying essen-
tial items from other parts of
the country enter Assam
through Baxirhaat {Chagalia)

Prices of essential
commodities may rise

and Srirampur gates.
Meanwhile, flood water has
entered urban srezs in and
around Dhubri town today
with the water level in the riv.
er Brahmaputra rising up to
29.59 metre compared to last
night when it was recorded to

_be 28,52 metre,

Rescue operation across the
chars and other low-lying are-
as has also been intensified.

A district administration of.
ficial informed that an added
number of rescue boats have

been pressed into service as ]

part of the intensified rescue
operations.

Meanwhile, Dhubri MLA Ja.
han Uddin while tafking to this
reporter said that rescue and
relief operations needs to be
carried out in a war-footing
manner. “Both the State and
the Centre must act in coordi-
nation to aid the flood-affected,
especially the char aress, Chars
are one of the main sources of
supply of eggs, vegetables, fish,
mitk and labour force for nec-
ple residing across the Lower
Assam,” he said.

*1 have spoken to the Dep-
uty Commissioner on these
issues," he added,
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352 villages affected
by ﬂood in Barpeta

CORRESPONDENT

" BARPETA, Sept 4 Flood
situation in Barpeta district
still remains to be critical and
according to governiment
estimate 352 vitlages have
been affected in the district
S0 far.

According to official
soyrces, 105 iﬂ_ Baghbar 50

in Kalgachia, 75 in Sarthe- \ .
. péople in Barpeta district.

bari, 23 in Sarupeta, 37in
Barpeta, 53 i Chenga, 8in.
Bajaliand Lvillageiyy
Barnagar Revenue Circle
have been affected by flood.
The official estimate

affected eight circles thie
highest being in Sarthébari
Revenue Circles at 95,000
"“Till now six hundred
people have sheltered in
three refief camps two In
Baghbar with 360 inmates .
and one in Sarthebari with
300 inmates, :

The district administration
has supplied relief materials
to the affected people today,
Altogether 1,311.42 quintal
of rice, 232 quintals of dal and
913 quintals of fodder had
heen supplied to the worst
affected Sarthebari circle.

In Sarthebari Revenue
Circle especially the Paka
Mouza had been hadly

affected by the flood this
year. Rivers namely Pahu-

" inara, Kaldia, Tihu and
" Burhadia had breach its

embankment, in several

- places making lives misera-
 ble in Paka Mouzaand in
* some parts of Sarukshetri

The role of public repre-
sentativeshave been
severely criticised by the

Though lakh of people are
reeling urider severe flood for

) atongumrmthetthe MLA

of Sarukshetri Constituency,

- AkﬂussamnortheMPof

Barpeta, Chirazuddin Azmnal

" have visited the area till now,

Krishak Mukti Sangram
Samitt has burnt the effigy of
these two Jeaders at Batiaon
‘Thursday iast.
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CM Seeks Central

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

DIBRUGARH, Sept 4; Af-
ter making an aerial survey of
the fiood affected areas in the

maji, Lakhimpur and Tinsukia
for more than two hours to-
day Chief Mimister Thrun Go-
goi said that the flood had in-
deed caused massive devas-
tations in the region, adding
that it was one of the biggest
floods in recent Himes.

He said that relief distribu-
tion and disaster mitigajgon
works will continue tifl ficod
waters had subsided. “T have
directed all departments fo
step up measures {0 assist the

fiood aﬁ&d‘ﬂi

urged ' departinents
to mend and restore the
breached bunds and embank-

ments immediately,” Gogoi

districts of Dibrugarh, Dhe- said

On permanent solution to’
the-Tecurring wate ing,
fiood and eroston in the region,
Chief Minister said that per-
manent solutien is impossible
without the assistance from
the Centre. “Brahmaputra
Board must take up mator
works to check the flood and
erosion. We can take up small
temporary -works: with our
Zmnwdfund but thisis not ad-
equitté"The Centre has to re-
lease funds. At present we

ple and also

assistance for flood relief

have asked for Rs 500 crores
hut we need around 1500
crores, the Chief Minister
said,

Immediately after the aeri-
al survey, the Chief Minsster
hgd called for a review meet-

“ing wath the ‘district adminis-
trations of Dibrugarh and Tin-
sultia districts at the Dibrugarh
Airport VIP lounge, During
the zerial survey, the Chief
Mimister was accompanied by
Additional Chief Secretary
Subhash Das, Commissioner
Secretary, Revenue and Dis.
aster Mansgement, Pramod
Kumar Tiwari, and Secretary,
Water Resource Haren Borah, |
among others,
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State flood affects
15 lakh in 21 dists

STAFF REPORTER

for the rescue operations, be-
sides State Disaster Response

Force (SDR¥) and National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF)

GUWAHATE Sept 4: The o m— personnel in Nagaon district,
averal flood situation in the Aerial visit _ while NDRF personnel have
State worsened further to- GUWAHATL Sept 4 Chief | beendeployed in Dibrugarh dis-
day with the number of af- | Minister Tasun Gogoiteday 1 trictand SDRF personnel hiave
fected districts shootingup | made an aerial inspection of 1 peen deployed in Dhubri and
to 21 and the number of af. | the flood situation 1 DIbru- 1 Gonimur districts, said the AS-
fected people crossing garh, Tinsukia, Lakhimpur § - g flood bulletin,

15.88 lakh, During the fast | 200 Dhemayi districts, He | a 000 ding to the Central Wa-

was accompanied by Addi-

74 hours, five flood-related ter Comeission {CWC) flecd

tionat Chief Sect V- o .
death cases have been re- eﬁsz ;;m ‘f)ls‘jgfjfa‘ymgg‘; bulletin this evening, the Brah-
ported from various parts of | ment)Subhash ChandraDas, | Maputra is flowing above the

the State, said the official
flood butletin of the Assam

danger tevel at Neamatiglat,
“fezpur, Guwahati, Goalpar and

Cormrnissioner Secretary of
the Revenue and Disaster

State [Msaster Manage- | Management PK Tewariand | Dhubri. However, the river is .
ment Authority (ASDMA) | Secretary of the Water Re- | - maintaining a falling trend at : —
here this evening. SQUICes Department HBora. | Neamatighat, Teapur and  Chief Minister Tarun Gogot making an aerial survey of flood-affecte
The Armyhasbeendeployed | _ Stalf Reporter (See page 4) Lakhimpur and Dhemags districts on Friday. - UB
o - i R T r
State flood ...
(Contd from page 1) “The water level of the Brah-

Guwahati this afternoon. 1t is
rantaining 2 steady trend at
(oalpara and a rising trend at
Dhubri, the CWC bulletin said.
The Brahmaputra tributanes
Burhidehing {at Khowang},
Desang (Nanglamaraghat),
Dhansini-S {Numaligarh), Jia
Bharalt (NT Road Crossing),
Kopili (Dharamttl}, Puthiman
{(NH Road Crossmg) and the
. Beki (Road Bndgelare also flow-
i ing above their respective dan-
i ger levels. In the Barak Valiey,
the Kushiyara is also flowing
above its danger level at Kar-
| ingan, said the CWC evening
E fiood bulletin,

maputra touched bG.21 metres
at 8 am with a rising trend,
against s danger level of 49.68
metre in the city, However, the
trend became steady around 3
peri and around 6 pm its water
leved sunk to 50,19 metres.

Barpets, with 2,34,578
flood-affected people, has
emerged as the worst-hit dis-
frict, followed by Darrang
(2,289,468 people), Morigaon
{1,64,466), Nalbar: (1,25,314),
Dibrugarh (1,18,415) and
Dhubri (1,01,784). In terms
of damage caused to infra-
structure, Baksa is the worst-
hit, followed by Sonitpur.
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Monsoon retreat begins, deficit at 13%

ToWithdraw  DRYING GRAIN BOWL

i From Northwest
- Indialn 3-4 Days

Amit.Bhattacharya

@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Even astherain-
fall deficit for the season
grew to 13%, the monsoon be.
gan to refreat on Friday, leav-
ing india staring af a second
successive drought vear

The india Meteorological
Department said the south-
west monsoon had with-
drawn from parts of west Ra.
iasthan and conditions were
favourable for its retreat
from more areas in nerth
west India in the next three
four days. "The withdrawal
couldextend to parts of Pun.
jab and Haryana, and meore
areas of Rajasthan in the
next few days," sald B P Ya-

> Haryana, with 34% rain

deficit so far, heading for

6th drought in 11 years

»Punjab’s deficit at

36%, 5th drought in

11 years likety

»in 17 years since 1998, DA

MoNsoon in Haryana GROUNDWATER CRISIS

has been 0% or more »Punjab on average draws

in deficlt i 12 years 45% more groundwater than is

> In Punjal, such deficits | replenished, Harvana 9%

seenin L1 out of 17 years | » A 2009 NASA study said

»Broughts do not lead groundwater in Punjab, Maryana &

to huge drops in crop Raj had decreased hy more than 88

output in both states million acre-feet in 10 yrs — nearly

but put severe stralnon | S times the water held in Lake

groundwater Mead, the fargest water body in US
dav, director, IMDD, ning with west Rajasthan

Another top IMD official  ang spreading eastwards,

said monsocon sretreat could
be faster than normal. The
withdrawal usually takes
more than a month, begin.

Last year, the monsoon
was 12% beilow normal and
with indieations that this
vear's rainfall too will end

Sown area of kharif
up despite poor rains

VishwaMobian @timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Gverall monsoon
rajnfall deficit this year is
higher than the correspond.
ing period lagt vear, but the
sown area uder kharif (sum-
mer) crops has reported an
fmprovement with some of
the crops—inchuding pulses
and sugarcane .. gvenexceed-
ingthelr normal sown area,
Latest data, released by
the agriculture ministry on
Friday, showed that the ares

under kharif crop touched
998.87 lakh hectares as com-
pared to 979.40 lakh hectares
thistime lnst yesr
‘Though overall production
willdepend on other factors in-
cluding distribution of rain
2l 1 the end of this month,
the area under kKharif cropap
pears o be encouraging as it
has albready covered nearly
§5% of the normal sowing ar
eaof 16501akh hectares.
For the fuil report, fog on
to i tmesotindia.com

upwithadeficitof over10%,
the country faces the pros-
pectof thefirst back-to-back
droughtssince 1986.1987.
For September, IMD had
predicted a huge 25% rain

shortfall and Yadav said the
monseon's  performance
waslikelytobeinthatrange.
“September rainfall usually
has the highest correlation
withEI1Nino,” Yadav
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BER%}"S EYE VIEW: Aerial shots of flood ravaged areas in Assam, Chief Minister
bibrugarh, Tinsukda, North Lakiimpur and Bhemafi districts on Friday. pHeHoIn

Flood situation worsens in Assam

GUWAHATL The flood situa-
tion in Assam turned worse on
Fridaywith water level raising
in 21 districts in lower and up-
per Assam districts, .

Atleast five people have died
in the past 24 hours, Neariy 16
takh people have been affected
and over 2 lakh of them are in
redief camps while lakhs are
waiting for relief to reach
them,

According to the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) sources,
at ieast five people - one each

© inMayong, Naharkatia and Di-
i bragarh and two people in

Goalpara district have lost
their lives in the deadly deluge
in the past 24 hours,

Flood waters have com-
pletely ravaged 2080 viflages,

The Brahmaputrais Sowing
above danger mark in five dis-
tricts, and is wributaries are
alse i full spate across the
stafe.

Apart from Dibrugarh dis-
tricts, the Army has been
cailed in rescue operation in
Nagaon districts. Several
teams of NDRY and SDRF are
involved in relief works, gov-
ernment sources added.

Assam Chief Minister Tanm

Gogot made an aerial survey
of floods affected Dibrugarh,
Tinsukia, North Lakhimpur
and Dhemaji districts,

Wild animals in Kaziranga
National Park and Pobitora
Wildlife Sanctuary are ma-

reoned and forest guards are

rying to move them to higher
grounds,

Taking advantage of rising
flood waters poachers killeda
ene-horned male rhine and
took away its horn in Bagori
Range of Kaziranga,

Meanwhile, Assam govern-
ment has reacted to Union
Minister of State for Sports

Tarun Gogol made a survey of the affected

and Youth Affairs Sarbananda
Sonowal’s recent statement
that the Centre had released
Rs 207 crore for Sood relief.

The state government had
clarified that the Central imds
ofRs 207 crore released tothe
state government by the Cen-
tre was only the first install-
mentof the current years cen-
tral aliacation of Rs 414 crore
available under the State Dis-
aster Response Funds.

The State government has
tast week urged the Centre for
immediate release of Rs 500
crore for better flood refief.
DH News Service
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Biringabari-Muwamari embankment breached by flood water, under Phing Reventte Circle in Nagaon on .%dn

esday. ~UB Photos
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worsens, 19 dists hit

STAFF REPORTER

GUWAHATT, Sept 3: The
overall flood situation in the
State worsened further to-
day with the sunber of af-
fected people swelling up to
arpund 14 lakhin 19 districts,
Meanwhile, three more
deaths have been reported
inthe last 24 hours fromthe
food-hit areas,

According to the evening
ficod bulletin of the Assarm State
Disaster Management Author-
ity, Barpeta is the worst-hit dis-
trict with over 2.19 lakh peo-
pie affected, followed by Dhe-
g with over 1,50 lakh, Moni-

gaon with over 146 lakh, Di-
brugarh with over 1.37 lakh,
Nalbari with over 1.28 lakhand
Sonitpur with over 1.26 lakh of
neople being affected by the
current wave of fiood,

I 2%, over 1.76 akh hectares
of crop area m 2,199 villages
under 74 revenue circles of the
19 affected districts was dam-
aged by the flood waters. Nearly
2.70 lakh affected peopie have
taken shelter in 385 relief
camps set up by the authori-
ties. In Dibrugarh district, State
Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) and National Disaster
Respense Force personnel are
engaged in rescue operations,

while in Nagaon and Sonitpur
districts, SDRF personnel are
engaged for the purpose.

The Brahmaputra is flowing
above the danger levels at
Nematighat, Tezpur, Guwaha-
ti, Goalpara and Dhubyd, while
its tributaries ~ Burhidthing
{Khowang), Desang {Nangla-
maraghat}, Dhansiri (Numali-
garh), Jiza Bharali (NT Road
Crossing), Kopih (Kampur),
Puthimari (NH Road Cross-
ing}, Beki (Road Bridge) and
Sonkosh {Golokgan)) are alsc
flowing above their respective
danger levels. In Barak Valley,

Kushiyara is flowing abeveits

danger ievel in Karimgani.

SDRF personnel rescuing flood-affected people of Dhing Gavangaon in Nagaon district on

Thursday. - UB Photos
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Rescue ops
begin in
Dhubri dist

SANIOY RAY

DHUBRI, Sept 3: Rescue
operations have begun in the

Dhubri district, especiallyinthe

chars and other low-lying are-
as, even as the water levelcon-
tinues to rise above the danger
mark in river Bratunaputra and
its tributaries.

" Significantly, there are no
signs of any respite coming for
the flood affected with the
weather forecast for the distriet

- also hirting towards furtherrise

in the water level in the next
24 hours.

Official sources saui that
there has been absolute dam-
age of crop aress in most parts
of the district, which is & mat-
ter of worry keeping iIn view
the timing of the flood.

Several rescue t£ams Comi-

prising the panchayat and man-

dal level functionaries have
been pressed into action since
this morning and additional boat
services have heen introduced
to ferry peopte and cattle from
low-lying areas to safer places,
district administration officials
told The Assam Tribune.

At the moment, the water 13
flowing at 29.50 m, much above

the danger level of 28.62. The
forecast for the next 24 hows
is that the water level will fur-
ther increase up 0 26.60m.

Depiity Commissioner of
Dhubri Nazrul Islam informed
that the water level is consist-
ently rising above the danger
tevel, which is nota good sign.

He said that if the scenario
does not improve, more low-
lying areas would be flooded and
that is when rescue teamns from
the Armny and other agencies
would be pressed in.

“As of now, we are keeping

‘them on stand-by but they

could be put nto actmn any-
time,” he said.

Sources further stated that
2s more and more pecple are
fleeing their homes due o
ficods, refief camps -will have
to be et up, especially for peo-
ple in the char areas.

Several areas in char and
other low- lying areas have
heen eroded and the scenario
is expected toaggravate when
the water level dips.

Road cormunication contin-
ues to remain Jargely affected
and several approach roads have
heen damaged including those
in the Indo-Bangia horder,
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| Wzifé;logging eases
in Dibrugarh,
situation bad in dist ‘-

STAFF CORRESPONDENT Dehingia said that the
' ' peepie did not get the time
DIBRUGARH, Sept 3: to carry their accumulated
While the waterlogging is' paddy and other essentialy
graduaily subsiding in the to safer places, “The water

city here, thousands level of the flood suddenly
continue to grapple with the rose and gushed into the
fiood waters in the rural - store houses. The little
- areas, The worst is that the grains we had stored also
people have jost hoth got damaged in the flood
standing crops and their waters,” he narrated.
well stocked paddy in the Although several have
flood, : taken sheliter on roadsides
Domestic animais, cattle and on the sides of raitway
and birds, which is the tracks besides being in
occasional food and addi- relief camps, some have
tional income source for the  chosen to stay at home to
farmers, are also now on protect their other belong-
the verge of death. - ings,
The people are heing Total number of animals

provided food items but the and cattle affected in the
cattle, livestock and birds flood has been estimated to
have not eates for almosta  pe about 14,000 and birds

week. o intluding ducks affected are
In the Dibrugarh (West) estimated to be around
revenue circle, deaths of 3860, .
cattle and birds have been People in 20 wards of the
feported from Lezai, municipality here and in
Kalakhows and (orudhuria altogether 248 villages in
£a0n panchayat areas, the distrief are today reeling
“Several goats and birds under the deluge. The
including boiler chickens district administration has |
have died. Animals like _ been dispatching quintals of
cows, bulls and pigs are rice, dal, salt'and other

starving and looking sick,” essentials but has over-
Pradip Dehingia, the Gaon  looked the safety of animals,

Burha of Sessa Nagaon birds and cattle as so far no
village told The Assam ) fodder or other food has
Tribune, been provided to them,
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- floods
,eaused havoc in central
I Kashmiy, including Srina-
I par city, south Kashmir and
Zthe Jammu region,

‘HC asks Centre to submit

relief pollcy for flopd-hit

Wants compl;anc

IsmEaG TANTRY

?REBU NE NEWS SERVICE

. BRINAGAR, SEPTEMEBER

- The Jammu and"Kz@hfﬁ‘ ®
v ]

High Court has

" Central gove 14 pro-' '
duce the policy E grant of

" relief to flood victims. and
also submit its compliance
report on the Re 44 000-crore
relief package sought by
J&K within one week,

The directions were
issued teday by a division
bench headed by Chief Fus-
tice N Paul Vasanthakumar,

© which is hearing the public

interest litigation on the
of 2014, which

** On August 19, the Centre

. had sought two weeks for dis-
. closing the status of the flood

relief package of Rs 44080

"erore sought by the J&K

CGovernment. However, . as

report on ?44 OO(}erﬁaacka -

i)

Floods caused widespread devastation in the sigle, a P PROTO

Centre to reply on Septemb

®The - High Cort is hearing a ¥l

2014, which caused hevoe in severt

WThe Centre has ‘besi told to submita report by rzext o

Thirstay ofy thie status of the ¥44, BOC-CEore relief
package snught bythe &K Government -

®The Centre revised its retief poficy on Apr;i toutis
providing veliaf to flood victims as per the ‘eartier
poiicy 2 he ccurt has sought a copy of the ofd. pozicy

the matter came up before
the bench on Thursday, assis-
tant solicifor generai 84

Makru, representing the
Central government, sought-
more time $o file the report,

sought by J&K

Granting his plea, the
bench in its orders observed
that the “counsel appearing
for the Centre will submit a
compliance report on Thurs-
day (next week}. On that day,
the poliey for grant of relief

. formulated prior fo April 1,

2015, shail also be filed.”

The Central government
revised the policy for
grant of relief on April 1
this year but it is provid-
ing retef to the flood vic-
tims in J&X as per the pol-
icy which existed earlier
The court has now sought
the copies of the old policy.

Immediately after the
floods in Sepiember 2614,
the state governmeént had
sought a ‘special financial
package’ of Rs 44,008
crove to rehabilitaie the
flood victims. Official esti-
mates say 2.61 lakh struc-
tures, including residen-
tial houses, were damaged
in the floods.
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Ganga soon: Mahesh Sharma

press trust of india

VARANASL, 5 SEPY: With an air to
Rl the wishes of Prime Minister
Nazendra Modi, Usnlon Minister
for Tourism and Culase Mahesh
Sharma foday announced fo-
duction of 2 profect for restore
tion and beautification of ghats
and ceaning of the Ganga river
higre.

taunching # special ‘cleaning
campaigr’ at the recently renovat
cd Assi Ghat here, the Union
Minister for Tourism and Culture
said, the ministey is se{ to prepare
a comprehensive plan for the all
round development and beautifi-
cation of the ghats and cleaning of
Gangg river,

A plan is being drafied 1o clean
garbage by using bhoats as its dis-
posal was a major problem ia the
histogic city of Varanast due 10 its
sarrow lanes. Now boats would
ferry garbage and dump i at cer
tain specific poings, he said.

‘Light and Sound shows' would
soon be introduced at Assl Ghat,
the minister said while releasing 2

A plan is belng drafted to clean garbage by using

song and 2 quawali based on the
theme of Ganga and Varanasi writ-
tes by sociad worker and Sulabh
Intesnationaf founder Bindeshwar
Pathak.

He also inaugurated 2 Sulabh
public toilet on the occasion.
Prime Minister Narendrs Modi
had kaunched a cleaning drive at
Asst Ghat  and  Sulabh
Imternational has excavated and
tleaned .

fauding the efforts of Sulabh
International, Shasma cafied upon
other organisations o come for
ward 1o adopt and clean other
frhats.

Sulabh public
1

Sulsbh: Internationsd, which
mns public tofiets for decades
and has been maintzining some of
the ghats in Varanasi, recently only
cleaned Assi Ghat, but also exca-
vated af Jeast 25 sieps which hay
buried ander mud for several
decades.

The cleaning of the famous
Kashi Viswanath Temple was also
being done by this organisation.
Alse the widows at various
ashrams in Varanasi are being
locked afier by  Sulabh
International, which is taking care
of their heath and day-to-day
requirements.
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press bust of india

SRINAGAR, 5 SEPT: Irked over
the failure of the Lakes and
Waterways Development
Anthosity (LAWDA) to halt
encroachments in Dal Lake,
Jatamu and Kashmic High Court
has appoinged two Vigilance
Commissioners for reporting any
victation of the ban imposed on
construction activities around the
farnous water body.

“We arc of the view that two
indepesdent and impartial court
Vigilince Commissioners prefer-
ably with administration of justice
and kw ¢nforcement back-
ground need 1o be appointed to
keep vigil and segubarly report to
the Court the constraction activi-
&, if any, undertaken in the Lake
and its adjolning areas so that
action warranted is taken without

Registrar Judictal

The court appointed Muhammad Shafi Khan,
former Principal District and Sessions Judge, Srinagar
and Abdul Hamid Bhat, former Senior Supetintendent
of Police as the Vigilance Commissioners

® The Commissioners will inspect the Dal Lake area
possibly on a daily basis and submit weekly report to

any delay,” a division bench of
the High Court said in an order
yesterday.

The bench, comprising Chief
Justice N Pau] Vasanthakumar
and lustice [Hasnain Masoodi,
expressed disappointment over
the fadlure of the the Lakes and
Waterwavs Development

Authotity LAWDA 10 halt
encroachments in Dal Lake here,
The court appointed
Mashammad Shafi Khan, former
Principal District and Sessions
Judye, Srinagar and Abdut Hamid
Bhat, former Sendor
Superistendent of Police as the
Vigilanee Commissioners.

The coust directed the
Commissioners 10 inspect the
Dal bake area possibly on a daily
basis and submit weekly report
to Registrar judicial, indicating
construction activity undergtken
within Dal Lake and its prohibit-
ed area with necessary details like
wlentity of the violators, nawre of
the construction and its dimen-
sions. ‘The court also disected the
Cosnmissioness so repert viola
tion of any of ghe directions
passed by the court since 19 july
. 2002 regasding wansportation
of builiding muterial, carth filling,
and refease of untreated efffuents
by any comeercial establishment
into the Dal Lake.

The coust directed the Vice-
Chaieman LAWDA to provide the
Commissioners reasonable office
space within LAWDA Complex
and services of at least one sieno

typist and orderly and also pro-
vide transport faclities so shat
they are in a position to dis-
charge their duties without any
difficulty or impediment.

Each Comsmissioner, the court
said, shall be paid T 30,000 per
month 25 honorasium, by Vice
Chairman JAWDA.

“They shall in the first instance
inspect alleged vioktion identi-
fied in the applications i hand
and submit their repors,” the
court added. Pointing out that the
Dt Lake, spread over 50 Square
kilometers haf a century back has
shrunk to 13.5 Square Klometers,
the court said: “We have thus jost
a Hetle less than 3/dth of Dal Lake
during kst few decades. Signifi-
cant decrease in area of Dal lake
is maindy astributable to illegal
constructions and ericroachments
because of such construtions.




Amid drought Maha may halt hydro
plants to check water flowing into sea

TRIBENE NEWS sm}o:

MUMBAL SEPTEMBRR G
Maharashitra is considering
a complete stoppage of
hydro-power generation in
the state ti} the next mon-
soons 1o conserve water for
drought-affected areas,

Sources said a final decision
on stoppage of hyvdro-power
generation was likely fobe tak-
en next week. As a first step,
the administration would halt
the refease of water {0 gener
ate power from the gigantic
Koyna dam This move is
expected {0 save nearly 1 606
million cublc metres of water
from flowing into the sea.

The government is also
considering getling the
Tata Power Company to
shut down its three hydro-

Maﬁarashtra M Devendra Fadr;aws Ly, Umon Ministers Rajnath
Singh {28} and Pivush Goyal (R} at a function in Mumbaz Tl

' Decision next week

#The govt would halt release of
water to generate power from
the gigantic Koyna dam

®This move is expected o save
nearly 1,600 miliion cubic
metres of water from flowing
intothe sea

sThe govt isaisoconsidering
getting the Tata Power Compa-

| | nytoshut downitsthree

hydro-power stations, which'
wotid help save 1,000 MCM

power. stations located at
Khopoli, Bhivpuri and Bhi-
ra, which would help save
another 1,000 MCM of water
till the next rains. However,
getiing the Tata Power
Company to halt power gen-
eration would be problem-

atic for the government as it.

would have {o compensate
the company,

Pressureis mcmnzzng onthe
Devendra Fadnavis govern-
ment o conserve water from
these darmns as several regions
in the siae, particularly
Marathwada and parts of
Western Maharashtra, are fac-

ing drought. On Saturday,
Nationalist Congress Party
chief Sharad Pawar warned
the state government that
riots cousid break out in affect-
ed areas of the state if the
administration failed fo pro-
vide adequate drinking water
for people and cattle.

24



n Sutlej

on pattern of Ganga

This is thefirst time any river

VarinpER SiNGH -
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICH 3 o
CHANDIGARH, SEPTRMBER 6
The state is all seffo initigte
‘Operation Sutlej clean-up’
on the pattern of the Ganga
project. This is the frst time
that any river in the state -
would be cleaned.

The aceumulation of silt
and sand on the riverbed
and aleng its banks frem
Anandpur Sahib up to Fer-
ozepur has forced the state
government to take this
step. Sources said the clean-
up operation would not only
Save several villages from
the threat of floods, but also
generate a loi of revehue
from the sale of sand exca-
vated from the riverbed.

“We have sought permis: -
sion from the state Mining-
Department fo “excavate
sand from the riverbed.
Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal also wants the
river to be cleaned” said
state Irrigation Minister
Sharanjit Dhillon.

He said the Irrigation
Depariment officials had
been directed fo prepare for
the operation. Dhillon said
after the clean-up, the river

n state will be cleaned

TO SERVE DUAL PURPOSE

i . N a ) .
!%te accumilation ﬁaand sand ort the riverbed andg

“along its banks from Anandpur Sahib up to Ferozepur
has forced the state governmentto take this step

®Sources say the clean-up operation wit! save several
villages from the threat of floods

Bt wil} also generate a Jot of revenue from the sale of

the next phase

h

sand excavated from the riverbed

®in the first phase, the river might be cieaned from
Anandpur Sahlb to Ropar and Ropar to Ferezepur in

“Sought permission from mini

would flow in a narrow
stream, removing the threat
of floods.

State Agriculture Minister
Jathedar Tota Singh said
residents of a large number
of villages situated along
the Sutled had complained
to him about the accumula-
tien of sand along the river,
“Several farmers have suf.
fered damage to their crops
due 1o the Sutlel overfiow.
ing often,” he said.

On whether the state gov-

ernment needed fo seek per-
mission frorn the Hnion Envi-
ronment Ministry for the
project, Dhillon said only the
permission of the state Min-

- ing Department was needed,

In the first phase, the riv-
er from Anandpur Sahib to
Ropar will probably be
cleaned and Ropar to Fer-
ozepur in the next phase.
The state government is
also “planning to seek
funds from the Centre for
the project,
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As am flood: Lancﬁ]ides

cut-off communication
o

38 & P11 il
Guwabati‘SSeptember 32[

The flood situation inAssam
continues to he grim, even
as rains receded in the last
few hours, Road communi-
cation between Guwahati
and Shillong remained cut
off today following land.
slides trigpered by heavy
rainfaii for the past few
days,

The current waveof flood
has claimed 37 lives tit}
today Nearly 17lakh pecpie
in 20 districts of the State
are still suffering from the
disaster. Over 2 lakh home.
Iess people are taking shel
ter in relief CAIpS,

Accordingto the official
flood builetin of Assam
Statedisaster management
authority, 11 peopie have
died in flood-related ingt
dents in the past 48 kours,

Landslides were report
ed from the Byrinhat area
lasteveningand againtoday
at Unming near Nongpoh,
bringing road traffic along
Nationa} Highway 40 to a
standstill, an offieia: source
said here today

The National Highway
Authority of India has
pressed into service sever-
al bufldozers to clear the
landslide and the road was
expected {o be cleared by
tomorrow,

Hundredsof vehicle have
been stranded on both the
AssamandMeghalayasides.

NH-40links Assam with
Meghalaya, Tripura and
Mizoram along with Scuth
ern Assam’s Barak Valley,

Surface communications
havenotrastoredcomp}ete}y
inmany areas.

Goalpara, Barpeta and
Morigaon districts have
beenreported asthe worst.
affected districts, Rescue
and relief operations are
being carried out by State
Disaster Response Foree,
NatianaiDisasterResponse
Force and the Army per.
sonnel

Brahmaputrs and its
tributaries arestit flowing
above the danger ievel at
Nimatighat, Tezpur, Guwa.
hati, Goalpara and Dhubrs,

Brahmaputratribataries
areaisoﬁowingabovetheir
respective danger levels,
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KapH.Dixit@timesgroun.co

Pratapgarh/ Allahabad: Al
jer five vears of collective
work, over 103,000 peopie in
nearky 50 vitlages of Pratap
garh and Allahabad districts
havebeen successful inbring
ing the Bakulahi river back
to itsnatural course.

if Bihar's Dasrath Manj-
hi's resolve to break a moun-
tain wag for carving out &
road, these Manihis from
Mandhata block of Prats
garh were determined to end
their water woes. Thedigging
workof about I8kmstartedin
August 2011 and finished by
Julvendthis yeay Thedug up
stretch, barring some patch
es, isnow fullof water

About 25 years ago, the'ir
rigation department had di-
vertedtheflow of theriverfor
‘toop cutiing’ work fo check
anmual flood in the area. Ab
though the flood menace was
checked, the step triggered a
water crisisintheregion,

¥

“TiH 1987, the river used to
pass through Torai, Babupur,
Gaura, Nanda Ka Pura, Saray
Deorat and other villages to-
wards Dhoma and people
would get adeguate water But
after the rowte was changed,
the villagers started facing
probiems in getting drinking
water and that foragricultural
fields,” said Samaj Shekhar,
convenor, Bakulahi River Re-
juvenation Campaign, There

mi ¥hanna

were three blocks which were
majorly affected, Mandhata in
Pratapgarh, which has a sub
stantial part of thenewly dug
up strefch, Holgarh and So-
raon in Allahabad,

in 2003, the Magsaysay
Award winning ‘Waterman’
Rajendra Singh visited theal
fected villages and stressed
on the need for bringing the
river back to its natural
course toend the water erisis,

agers correc river course 1n 5 yrs

TURNING THE TIDE: The Balulahi river (left) wblch was brought back
to its normal course by 50 villages of Pratapgarh and Allahabad

“In 2011, thousands of vik
Iagers from 50 villages resolv-
edtoputtheriveron itsnaturat
course. Locals coliected about
Rs 1% lakh for the entire work.
Besides manual digging, weal-
50 hired JCB muachines for
deeper digging,” said Shelthar

The work started without
any government suppert. Shr
ekhursaysvillagershaddugup
15.53kmout of the 18km routeof
the river when the Pratapgarh

administration chipped in to
help out in the remaining part
through NREGA.
Villagersaredemandinga
permanent cemented dam af
Pure Turai village in Pratap
garh, claiming there is ur
gent need of the cemented
dam 0 be built to check
strong water currenis. Shek
har said they have sent a let
tor to the chief minister’s of
ficeinthisregard.




Flood-affected victims move with a help of a boat at Kothari village in Nagaon district of Assam on Sunday. 711

W The death tollin the Assam flood rose W The victims included a four-year-old W Though the water-fevel of

to 54 on Sunday withthe deazh of five who ied in arefief camp in Golaghat Brahmaputra reduced slightly on Sunday,

AIONE PETSORS. distyict Satunday night. irwas way above the danger mark,

T —

28



R B

—— N - ke
I WS i 5 N
S DN e ! H '_I}r>-F. : AN

AN [N
- =

dfiieg o o fire
BIDAADIUFT .
SrIeoran 3 A Efag,m?ﬁ;ﬂﬁ
ﬂﬁ?‘ﬁgﬁ ﬁwma%
¥ @ vt @ ubem/ wRh wa REr deR %
patika. comfingis St ST % TR 3%

ey w1 weawsht Ay Rl W W@ SR
St & e ST mmmwé
piicd

oS Tk TR Y waR s wer
HAFET TEHE HT @ g1 wie :
#0831 2 wER @ W W 5

36 & Racns o anudl o Reifeer

of el © vt Rl waRw A o #) ReRes
Afdise FRURRE % ooy 3 8 T o & e
e o, e o waen sl b, el s
wem, G Ifm om @ fagen, wom ¥ fai
Bropmy ol ofrd & sren e, wig frole dea,
srral o v wln ofifa . wdw i ol wlw
- sommR PR BemaR s phew wha




patrika.com/bureay
wy ¥ e Wy F oF W
e HERw § SRR 396
W wamR fea fRER @
o 3§ srwd ww
SR # ¥ & e PRe

s o W e ¥ R
gl @ ¥ wm o 3w
frmrt 1 feom o v & ol

e H W BN QW
o wEa & e A 2w
$ 7ot ol e faam
¥ ool w wen 2 B
wo wE T W difae #
F Frofa B I 98 T
e % g ¥ o wd ol
St v wwa 3

wa wEwT fEwm &
A A A YR W
=) fefr & ke o wmw 10

o, Wi A gew fRreed
SR W1 IR BIER WS
e # & www g &) adur g
e ¥ Aud | s,
afgr F e = Aud s
e foeeh 4 o dend ol

¥ o ST NG G
fam A wRFE A DR-ag
wiw =@ wiwz o =
T T e O s
) feaf Srams &1

e & e ol

WHHT # FeT § B e o
Y ¥ e 2.2 dowd,
fired o Wd & e 2.6
Tt Al wiwe § wefe
ey % ur S ol e
w1 g fef o owe Andy
ol F v I ol B Gt
i e ¥ for drer on
# we e g R B aR o

4 digmA s 95 3

w3 e Ok tgm ¥ Adgmiwgwdgamd
O o S R T
| ofovee ¥ 36.28 Sitwer R g A g ek B o g 3
e TR AR RIS ARG 56,63 TRpes TR By v &1

gafow @dl g weanl

: e R w3 sonwm
- fid o el B SR g
D oRl Y SR e R AR
R Ise AT s
Ly TR SRR B
D ol iy o Pt R vt
; o ol
Pl H oo R ot | S dwa AT
. S oioRe B T X
AR g o e
feerd % fe ol S e R, | e Rt o 3o oS
B T i
o b o S e W
ot @1 v =R E _
et 3 o ar AR AR R m;m%mm
aw g wmem A A oA W&Wwﬁﬁé
m;;mi o= ‘azﬁ ,mﬁ
BB Sk A Ll e x
ma%ﬁ%ﬂ | T 966 TR OB R 3
houmwoieed fory wh e e By e Rt

A O T AT O A 3 S R o e

3 e o oot B Sl e e & o o e
frad s in Rt R Red e s Hiwmm AT
o 9 v 2 B o o B &, o e
R Sub AT REs
g sibeiey, e v RO - e



¢ fueeh, (P fiig):
| | el il fere el

| e Fa e e Y

= B e W e
Tt ogedt wR e 9 esin g

T e e e )

foe o el wew &
sifbsrd off vl Bera Y am
R E rwer® A o
A e i Fedars
S TerER # o, fored e
T8  forega o= wd ol
Cu R @ e e
TR e weed & <
SR wefen ol wie fow
 darn e wmR Y fos
i A A aEd w5 §"
*‘”ﬁ& , 9 HR R F T
R et ) ELi LT
| vare =y sife g )
R SR ETE R RO fF-

TEER aik ol ween &
vatuyg faurlf & afey
aftrefel # et Y oa
Eapinok taroikic & g vir)
w1 w el vl e B

el i e ¥ e ey fea

Y B
%ﬁmﬁwm%iw
;ﬁgﬁ?w&%ﬁmf&@ﬁ

T B N
f‘a@m&ﬁqmﬁm
Y Y T e W R
WO T W oA

%&'ﬁ&z m
HIBTe 3T Bom
HIBR F ARG 7))

——M
el sl o sifre
THE § Wz o =#Tg
9w

s = wraay 5 2o i
%%W%ﬂ#mﬁ%ﬁm
1 Tl far dreife & aum
#ﬁfﬁ%ﬂlmma@m
Fod s ard wm W e
O B e

| BHEY 9o & fag smoww ¥

31

mmwwmmam

® (ler 1993 - g 2003)
® T Gove woltH soer wiRy
® &8 180 1212

® 29 111 111 119

Qgg;af%%;gn L
26 o @ie g9, Prat
u%?zz%w 1282 s

efaam"z:zawéemss
H g
55

mtﬁma?aﬂma

e g 11}
Cmmmmexm
Qf&ﬁno%noo
2RI 56.24 16 06

ngssssq
A B wuw F

& weE W ¥ ww ¥ R TH W Y

2t gy e 8 g F




32

37 datat
31 o A

mﬁw%mm
o famsres o B
_ﬁwmﬁzmﬁi@ﬁ
r-uh efR A Y

%@%aﬁt@ﬁaﬁv&a
B34 o S T e
gew iz o &
; _sz%iéréswsmm

il oo i R
T Bute & e
TowD) o o
» o bt e e

s R A TR - . P samabE




e fad w B d

e s #Y gl el

el ¥ A9 25 wlg

- wizr (250 wEmEED)
e e @ 8wl e

@é‘f%aﬁq%zﬁ"&m

I%W ?{“V"F:’f

§"<3r% T8 A HTH
S wem A
(o) W e RaR
- dAwm ooz 2y
- wend s gaaE gl
- wwd % My F 9
g U ol o e

W & Rl A o 3
15 s sl gY 12
wE W s W

e B el G o) e

T g ¥ 3T 7 dusg
= Afew w4 =8 B

7@%%%3&?&
80,18 e TR WawEr .
55.85 v ddw ugTa @
TS v
ssmm&&mmuﬁ%%
Ty ey &
o9 A 3uia, v 0 A N e urd @1 &) s
dRiidiasdiige @degdiee 6 T T
A T e I h e kb
?Rﬁﬂi\;?%mm aﬁ’e%ﬁweﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁ B wFRe 8 W
TEWE, A Fert e e g
T UM e S GRS it S I b O
ool Sosfsa Nk dwmaunitde Bl N8 RO
wEd et IR AR At 3 o By ower B Sl faod wa o o
g B AR A Y vy ¥ 8 i Srow S B B HNE 3 Jum By
¥ owm wm RO BN
0 3y wgEh

-éx sﬁaeﬁ%wt!siz mw%p-.

33



wers & w Be X A s g3 & OfFT I8 ! ‘
sy &% £
ke T i e fd B gy ARy el SRR 7423 mm‘?@ig

e d 1A wAd T Ao W & s T 5 g e g 3 g

A TRl ¥ i Srad 3 fady 8 w0 s 3 e W e o & s W e % Fef k]
%

3y WWE g FEG GE F W P oy et T FOH

1l ol gre s st b S A ;
T e o e ) £ ok ey & wHE{ gEEA
1Al v forrrren 0 & R aferT & SR uE wwia ¢ g A o

A ¥ T w I A 2 38 Tea ¥ T Sy S FHRE ¥ Raeme mﬁm%@q&

o i e s B it e & @ Rl W wE G EER I
y waee aedt i s sl SR 9 e X g wER o wl e Wl 3 I
%

| G weefie ®) IS HTE 3 fore e v iR 2014 o g Hreon w1 A A 6

34

pn—

AT — 76/ /5



3 =ty % T TR
w%wgmﬁéiw
31 0o X TS T R O
e e f O S

K S 37 Amd W

W:QWMngg
Tyt = YR REen]
e @ g RE Y W 6
fiaf 7ok wos B o ¢ TR
apR o e T ¥ e ol
é A e 3 g o ol @
wem ™ e fe ¥ 52
FH g femg
@ afuw ywfid
§1 oyl gron ORAE-3

1
2

!
)

|
3

AR L et B
¥z gER Q5% 90 AR
mﬁmﬁﬂ' )

35



e oA AR
@ o T ) ) aof wx T
TR W YA w R
T &) 5 el v N oy
savym, sRamn sl et ot
) vulre fpar T i geet Rl
v E S b R
3 gaAror o srehgy
¥

3 AN T} e} o W
e sl e o
off ey e A S g Y
F NG CIER A e
e i s ey
FE g B ol st o

« T 3 ey o & fao ot
o iR @
L B
62 o aw Fader g & vl
w7 ) el rus fve
s
[ W fz=prer drayrat
AT Yol 3 T smewr R )
8RB o el R o
mmmmﬁwwglnm
S, T SR o ¥ sges-
& QR F W 1 vk R wy
Tedr =+ sravawar )

st

36



fioa.]

au! of & die

37

!
oré et | et g
: . N o 2on3e f@ﬂﬁ A o W W
A 2005 ¥ 2015 FHTER 11 " o 2 05-00-2 - ﬁgﬂfﬁ?l l ﬁmiﬁ ’ﬁﬁmm 008 8 24 4
AN R, & 01-06-2015 9 05-09-201 :wﬁﬁl@ﬁg’smﬂ% LA # 3 IRY 2006 6 20 1
?ﬁ?&?’g’é‘%ﬁﬁm ' o B
a. <« N eq il R e - 2008 2 N ]

12 2 Al 3 - : ™ _
gz s 83 38 £d .8 28 58 3¥ HETEEEE
oty g g Il g T 2000 ¥ W 5
W SR T R 13 PR 8 : _ on 7 28 3
s g ¥ s AR 202 t 22 18
B e R, BN, WES, P SEF S (+20% TN SRR 208 4 1B 8
e, R I O TR T (419% § -19%)
Yep R aEa F T g - 2005 2006 2007 2008 2000 2010 o | 2% 1 % T
e frap 5 o TR BWawi (-20%9-59%) | o aeaderd 208 2 W
far A 2015 9 11 T
e o & o ewnddramaamed R | Reef, duc gl A oa At o, to de R Ao | -, o e
g 2007 2013 eoTEAdaBIRI AT | Awwam b s, | SAARIH T el erreeter o el a8
el 2010-11 % _ %ﬁmgﬁ;ﬁm 252 it v g, T, R R g e T 9 -
s & e ) vy e gh| ﬁmm%%m# 2015 B T R 13% e Reech 50 e B 2\ 41 9B g%a@m@mm%mm msé%ﬁmma@mm
S e @22 wgawyaieh ¥ snaewagd ¥ 2014 ¥ 12 e R 8 7 T 2T S AR m,f?zg: m@%%m g'gmlm mggm
T Rrpe AR A | Tt 22 e & o witer wed wmwan i g ol o e e e, e g, Ses A g%*“* *eﬂrz' m"‘m‘“ﬁft a&?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%@ g
2000 e g dm yEad | T T SO W EaRY 12% 9 13%Fa @I e ae s A o R ART g e ' ,






