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Got evidence of Saraswati, say
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EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 4

AN EXPERT committee has
found “convincing evidence” of
the “ancient mighty” Saraswati
river that used to flow several
hundred years ago through
Haryana, Rajasthan and Gujarat
nefore meeting the Arabian Sea
in the Rann of Kutch.

The committee, constituted
by the Water Resources Ministry
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in March this year, has, however,
said there was “so far” no evi-
dence of “subsurface existence”
of the other branch of this river
that is believed to have flown to-
wards Allahabad to meet the
Ganga and Yamuna at the reli-
giously significant friveni sangant
(confluence of three rivers).
The seven-member commit-
tee is headed by geologist K S
Valdiya, former vice-chancellor
of Kumaon University, who is
now associated with the

jawaharlal Nehru Centre for
Advanced  Research iIn
Bengaluru. |

Based on its studies of pale-
ochannels in the three states, the
committee has come to the con-
clusion that the “Himalayan-
born Satlyj of the past that
flowed through the channels of
the present day Ghaggar-
Patiaiiwali rivuiets represents
the western branch of the an-
cient river Saraswati”.

“The Markanda and the

Sarsuti nadis provided path- |

ways to the eastern branch of
the Saraswati river, now Knowrr
as the Tons-Yamuna rivers.
These two branches joined at

Shatrana, 25 kim south of Patiala,
and flowed as a large river .

through the wide channel of the
(current) Ghaggar-Hakra-Nara
(basin) before emptying itself in
a gulf of the western sea, now
represented by the Rann of
Kachchh,” the committee has
said initsreport. =

—

Pateochannels are remains of
old nvers that have gone dry or
disappeared. Though nowateris

+ found in these paleochannels,

they have higher moisture con-

-tent as compared to neighbour-

ing areas. They also have the abil-
ity to hold water, and thus, can
potentially be recharged.

The commitiee has said that
the Saraswati river had sup-
ported human settlements near
the current Ghaggar-Hakra basin
from the fourth millennium

- ——trrh————r -

s expert panel

(4,000 years) BC though there
was “perceptible dwindling,
both quantitatively and qualita-
tively in the settlement pattern
during the second mitlennium
BC which is attributed to the
changing water regime”.

The committee has recom-
mended further work on these
paleochannels, including coliec-
tion of more data, efforts tc
recharge, and framing of regula-
tion on withdrawal of ground-
water from these areas.
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wcial side event during

“opening on Monday. at Mar-

| the impact of a
'~cllmate.
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. the past three decades iri'cli-
-mate change discussions, an

i-exPert said. “Currently, the

I-ﬁrnalayas are “not’ ﬁs_peken
“about even at discussions in
‘International ‘.. forums . 0D
‘mountain countries,” PP

:Dhyani, Director of the Al-.

“mora-based G.B. Pant Na-
-tional Institute of Himalayan
-Environment and Sustam-
able Development, said. -

ALMGRA. Indla will hest a 5pe-; L
- Climate Change Conference - J

-. -Takech, Morocco, on ‘the 12§
‘Himalayan States that face
Chang:mg_' -

- The - Ihmalayas preﬁde L
. ' water to 1.3 billion peoplein -
‘Asia, but have been 'in- -
a,adequateljr represented ever'

" has asked the

.....
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Dr D

tute to represent the 12 Him-
alayan States at the Confer- |
ence of the Parties (CoP 22)

.of the UN Framework Con-
- vention on Climate Change

being held between Novem-
ber7 and 18. The Hindu Kush

- region was represented at -

UNFCCC by the Nepal- -
‘based Internatlenal Centre R
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HRISIL The Himalayas are wagnmg ata rate faster than the
glehal average — PHOTO: srfnm mmam . L

:seld the Centre L
the G.B, Pant Insti- -

-alayas are warming faster |
‘than the glebal average, they

;-,._ -

for Integrated Meuntaln De—
velopment. At the CoP on

‘November 17, the impact of

climate change on disasters,
biodiversity, livelihocod, and
agriculture will be. high- .
lighted. "Though the Him-

are not yet in focus,” he said.
Plans to mitigate climate im-

pactwﬂbedrawnup. | /
Lo L T .l
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.'Pﬁmé Miniﬂer Narendra Modi with agricﬁltural scientist MS R |
Swaminathan at the inaugura} ceremony of the first International =
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¥ LAWSON conservation of agro-biodiver-
sity should not hamper growth of agri-
culture in developing nations like India,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said on
. Sunday, while asserting that use of tech-
* nologies for crop enhancement must not
be at the cost of sustainable develop-
ment. e T
Addressing the first International
- Agro-biodiversity Congress hete, the
Prime Minister cautioned against grow-
ing threat to plant and animal species
and said there is a need to adopt a

“shared vision” for conserving them

- HP—.‘_ - w

through focused research and proper -

. Mmanagement of genetic resources.
CoveringL,vis . “World over, crores of poor people are
' fighting hunger, malnutrition and
- poverty. To address these issues, science
- and technology is very important, While
- finding solution to these problems, we
* should not ignore sustainable develop-
- ment and conservation of biodiversity,”
* he said at the conference attended by .
- about 900 delegates from 60 countries.
- There is a need to assess the negative
- impactofuse of the technology in agricul-

ture, he said, citing the example of pesti- _. rent scenario, discussion and research

~ 77 cide usage affecting honeybee in pollina- -

. tonprocess,;, - LT
inlighter vein, he also mentioned that |

. .
T
I -

+ sources blindly in the name of develop-

ﬂ&grobiodiv_t__!l__fgitz Congress 2016 in New Delhi on Sunday. prem Nath Pandey |

- -_——*__

laws

-

 hesaid. -
-+ Terming pesticides as a major con-
~ cemin agri ecosystem, Modi said. “The

use of pesticide not only kills pests but
also those insects necessary for entire
€co-system. Therefore, there is a need to
audit development of science. In the ab-
sence of audit, the world is facing various

- challenges” .
 Expressing concern over extinction of
genetic resources, the Prime Minister
called for national, international, private
bodies and experts to work together and
- -prepare a shared vision for conservation
of agro-biodiversity. “We will also have to
see how various rules related to agro-bio-
-diversity can be harmonised so that these
laws do not come in the way of develop-

ment of agriculture and farmers.”
‘He said about 50-150 species are gef-
ting extinct every day despite adoption
~ of the recommendations of the 1992 bi-
-ological diversity convention. “In the
- coming years, there is threat of extinc-
- tion of one out of eight birds and one
- fourthof animals. We will have to change
“ourthinking "

e f'Peﬂbie have EXploite_d natural re-

ment. As a result, challenges are going
to grow in the coming days. In the cur-

~ onagro-biodiversity are very important
* for achieving global food, nutrition, |
health and environment security.”

k- technology's negative impact.on peoplim o wtating that the problem of climate

willr

‘was such that they do not réfembis

" change hasbeen due to imbalance in na-
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Face off at Leh ends

SPECIAL CDRRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The face-off be-=

. tween the Indo Tibetan Bor-

der Police Force and the
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) along the Line

of Actual Control in Leh’s

Demchok area .ended on

Thursday night after an irrig-

ation project, to which the
Chinese had objected to, was

‘completed.

The stand-off ended heurs
befere National Security Ad-
viser Ajit Doval met :his

cuss measures to unpmve b1-

| lateral ties. | |
‘As first reported by The |

Hmdu around 50 Chinese
Army personnel had come
close to the Indian side of the
LAC on Wednesday  af-
ternoon and refused to go

“back as they objected to an

irrigation project under the

- Mahatma Gandhi National
“Rural |
(Guarantee
. (MGNREGS) where work

- Employment

for linking a village with ‘Hot
spring’ was under way. -~

“The stand-off ended on
Thursday night. We man-
aged to complete the irriga-
tion project we had under-
taken. They left after being

told that the canal had been

. ITBP

Scheme . the Army had fortified the

on 1rr1gat10n7/pr0]ect

Chinese troops had
taken p05|t|ons
demanding that work
~on the frrigation
pro;ect _be .‘s_topped

laid,” sald a semor gevem-
ment official. -

An eyeball to eyeball situ- :
ation persisted at Demchok |
forthe pasttwo days.

The Chinese troops had
taken positions and deman-

‘ - ded that work be stopped as
' Chinese counterpart Yang
Jiechi in Hyderabad to dis-

either side needs to take per-

mission before undertaking

any work, a claim disputed
by the Indian side,‘ which
says that as per the agree-
ment between the two coun-
tries, information about con-
struction needs to be shared
only if it was meant for de-
fenee purposes. |

‘Armyfortlﬁesarea o

‘There: were neaﬂy 70
personnel there and

area and prevented their
march deeper into the Indian

territory, the official said.

This is the first time since
the 2014 incident when the

Chinese Army had come

deep inside the Indian territ-
ory in Demchok to protest an
ongoing irrigation project.

- g o )
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- Haryana House condemns
Badalsremarks on SYL.
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jubilee celebrations of the Eafsifell B 000 ¥ & W
MLAs today unanimously § W J % /\ >}
passed a resolution con- @ T NEEE T\ . 2
demning Punjab Chief Min- }; . "% 98 - 3§
ister Parkash Singh Badal's k2.~ - 5. o S
statement that Haryana
would not get a drop of water
for the SYL canal, no matter . SR
what the Supreme Court Npgf 350 s | W
decision would be. S
The session began on a & %
discordant note. With the
treasury benches and the &° ¥ G .
Opposition trading charges, 7¢ ¢ gg ~ 7 g
the House was Eldjf)l.ll"ﬂﬁd R .« LR Sk A N -
twice amidst sloganeering. INLD leader Abhay Chautala speaks at a special Vidhan Sabha
Leader of the Opposition sessionin Chandigarh on Friday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANOJ MAHAJAN
Abhay Chautala sought an S -
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adjournment motion on
Badal’s statement, farm-
ers’ plight and non-avail-
ability of irrigation water.
This was turned down by
Speaker Kanwar Pal Guj-
jar. He said he saw no
urgency for 1t.

Abhay Chautala, supported
by former CM Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, insisted that
the government and the
House passed a resolution

Covering L., YIS

condemning Badal's state-
ment. In response, Chief
Minister Khattar said he and
his party condemned the
statement and that the
state’s interests would not
be compromised. Insisting
on a resolution, the INLD
legislators raised slogans.
The treasury benches
countered the sloganeering.
There were heated
exchanges between the min-

isters and INLD members.
The latter held a protest in
the well of the House and the
House was adjourned.

When 1t met again, the
INLD MLAs were called back
and objectionable remarks
expunged.  Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Ram Bilas
Sharma moved a resolution
condemning Badal’s state-

ment, which was unanimous-

ly passed by the House.
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