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In Ramanathapuram, wait is on for showers

. - . _ Ao
District has received only 64.7 mm of rainfall; farmers fear crop loss if dry spell lasts for a few more days

RAMANATHAPURAM

Watching in awe visuals of
rain pounding Chennai and
almost all coastal districts of
the state, farmers here are
keeping their fingers crossed
as rain during the northeast
monsoon continued to evade
the arid district.

While rain lashed Pu- - ,

dukottai and Nagapattinam
adjoining on one side of the
district and Thoothukudi,
Tirunelveli and Kanniyaku-
mari on the other, there was
hardly any sign of rain in the
district, much to the agony
of farmers, who have raised
paddy crops on 1.25 lakh
hectares.

After the onset of the
monsoon early this week,
farmers hoped for rain but
their hopes were dashed.
Farmers were worried that
only Rameswaram, where
there was no cultivation
activity and a few pockets of

Long wait: A farmer ploughing land, anticipating rain nea'r.

Ramanathapuram recently. =L satactanDar

the district, have received
rains.

“It is disgusting to wake
up to see bright sunshine in
the last three days when rain
pounded several parts of the
State,” Maduraiveeran, a
farmer in Pandiyur in Nain-

arkoil block says.

The district witnessed
100% crop loss last year after
the failure of north east mon-
soon and the farmers could
not afford to suffer another
consecutive loss, he says.

Officials in the Agriculture

department said farmers
have completed direct sow-
ing of paddy in 1.25 lakh hec-

. tares and pinned their hopes

on the monsoon.

The crops were 5 to 20
days old and so far, only
parts of Kadaladi block, Mu-
dukulathur, Kamuthi and
Sathirakudi areas received
some amount of rains, they
said. - '

Thiruvadanai block, con-

- sidered the rice bowl of the

district and majority of other
areas have not received rain
so far, they rued. The crops
would wilt and wither if the
district did not receive rain
within ten days, they said.
Attack of ‘army worms’ in
some areas in the absence of
rains added to the woes of
the farmers, they added.
After the Meteorological
department warned of heavy
rains on Thursday, the dis-
trict administration had
asked the Block Develop-

ment Officers, Revenue In-
spectors and Village Admin-
istrative Officers to stay
ovérnight in their respective
headquarters only to be
disappointed.

Zero cultivation
However, heavy rain lashed
only Rameswaram island on
Thursday. As the coastal
areas, where there was ‘zero
cultivation’ received good
rains during most of the
monsoon seasons, boosting
the district’s average rainfall
figure, the district adminis-
tration has written to the
government to remove the
‘rain gauge stations’ from the
coastal areas, officials said.
Collector S. Natarajan said
that the district has so far re-
ceived only 64.7 mm of rain-
fall during the northeast
monsoon. Most of the rains
were, however, in
Rameswaram and other
coastal areas, he said.
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Crop under water in Nagapattinam

Sixty-year-old farmer electrocuted; three rain relief centres opened to accommodate 1,&0 persons

R.KRISHNAMOORTHY
NAGAPATTINAM

with several parts of
Nagapattinam district con-
tinuing to receive moderate
to heavy rainfall, three relief
centres started functioning
in the district on Friday, two
in Sirkazhi and one in Thar-
angambadi to accommodate
about 1,000 people dis-
placed by water-logging.

A 60-year-old farmer,
Kaliyaperumal, was electro-
cuted while trying to drain
water from his field at
Manalkaram in Tiruvarur
district.

Large tracts of samba
paddy crop, most of them
directly sown, remained sub-
merged across the district.

The Sirkazhi block contin-
ued to bear the brunt of the
rainfall, recording 139.6 mm
during the 24-hour period
till 8.30 a.m.on Friday. Relief
centres were opened for
providing food and shelter to
people at
Vaitheeswarankovil area and

rave situation: A part of Gandhi Nagar near Thalaisenkattu in Nagapattinam district was
inundated due to breach in a canal on Friday. »sPeciAL ARRANGEMENT

at Thirumullaivasal. People
in Sirkazhi had a respite
from rainfall during the
course of the day, infusing
hope among officials that the
situation could be managed.

The third relief centre was

opened at Gandhi Nagar in
Tharangambadi block.after a
housing colony was inund-
ated due to a breach at a
canal at Thalachangadu.

The district administra-
tion has deployed earth-

movers to clear the Tirun-
agari canal. Accompanied by
Collector C.Suresh Kumar,
Handlooms and Textiles
Minister 0.S. Manian took
stock of the situation in wa-
ter-logged locations.

Samba and thalady paddy
crops on an estimated
40,000 hectares have been
inundated in the district, Ag-
riculture Department
sources said.

In Nagapattinam block,
the official machinery de-
voted its attention on deep-
ening parts of the Har-
ishchandra  river  and
knocking down the sandbars
in the estuary for draining
rainwater into the sea.

The impact of the rainfall
was not felt much in
Vedaranyam, Kuthalam and
Mayiladuthurai blocks, offi-
cials said.

The following is the chief
amount of rainfall recorded
in various parts of the dis-
trict during the 24-hour
period ending at 8.30 a.m.
on Friday (in mm): Kollidam
- 87 mm, Mayiladuthurai -
75.1, Manalmedu - 71.20,
Nagapattinam - 51, Thar-
angambadi - 51, Vedaranyam
-45.4, Tirupoondi - 24 .4, and
Talaignayar - 12.6.
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