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Light rain, fog likely today
TNN | Jan 8, 2016, 12.42 AM IST

Printed from

N ew Delhi: Very light, isolated showers are expected in the capital on Friday. A western disturbance affecting

northwest India resulted in shallow fog and mist from Thursday afternoon onwards. The Met department has

predicted a cloudy sky on Friday as well.

"Thursday saw a long duration of shallow fog and mist near the surface. The sky was also cloudy due to calm winds which

made the day almost whitish. At IGI Airport, visibility barely crossed 500-900m during the day and was below 700m between

4.30pm and 7.30pm. The morning hours saw a similar drop in visibility. Visibility was 1,200-1,500m during the same period on

Wednesday. This was due to higher humidity levels which, by 11.30am had touched 78% and were 85% at 5.30pm. The day

was also colder by a degree or so during this period. Another factor that contributed to low visibility was the calm wind on

Thursday. Against the three-six knots experienced between 11.30am and 4.30pm on Wednesday, there was almost no wind on

Thursday," said Dr RK Jenamani, director in-charge, IGI Met.

The city recorded a maximum temperature of 24.7 degrees Celsius, five degrees above normal while the minimum was four

degrees above normal at 11.5 degrees Celsius. It was almost identical to Wednesday's temperature, the only difference being

the minimum temperature which was 11.6 degrees Celsius.

"A fall of two or three degrees Celsius in minimum temperatures is very likely to occur over the region from January 9. Shallow

to moderate fog may occur at isolated places over Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi and west Uttar Pradesh. On Friday, Delhi

will see a partly cloudy sky with very light rain or thundershowers in some areas. On January 13, we are expecting partly cloudy

sky with some thundery development," said a Met official.
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A temporary toilet made by farmers for their use is seen near the
Yamuna in New Delhi. AP Photo)

Rs 5,000cr later, Yamuna stinks
TNN | Jan 8, 2016, 12.20 AM IST

Printed from

New Delhi: The Supreme Court has resolutely attempted to improve water

quality of Yamuna for the past 22 years during which governments have

spent nearly Rs 5,000 crore, yet its water continues to be heavily polluted,

mostly by coliform, indicating direct discharge of sewage into the river. 

This was revealed by latest tests on Yamuna water by the Central

Pollution Control Board (CPCB) which submitted the results to the SC. In

its detailed report, the pollution watchdog said water quality of the river at

Palla, where it enters Delhi, "generally meets the prescribed standards of

drinking water after conventional treatment and disinfection that is class

'C' water with occasional non-compliance in terms of Bio-chemical

Oxygen Demand (BOD) and total coliform, which should be a maximum of

5000 most probable number (MPN) per 100 ml". 

As the river meanders through the 22 km stretch through Delhi, it picks up all the pollutants. This would hinder the plans to

create Yamuna water fronts on the lines of Sabarmati river in Gujarat. 

The coliform level at Palla on October 14 was 2200 MPN per 100 ml, but at Nizamuddin the count was a horrific 1.6 crore MPN

per 100 ml making it unfit even for bathing.
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The CPCB said: "Water quality of Yamuna River measured at Nizamuddin and Kalindi Kunj indicates that the value of pH is

meeting the desired criteria for propagation of wildlife and fisheries, that is class D, for all rounds of monitoring. However,

dissolved oxygen level is not meeting the desired criteria during all 12 rounds of monitoring at both the locations." 

"Comparison of findings of 2013-14 and 2014-15 indicate more violation of Ammonia standards observed in the year 2014-15

at both the locations," it said.However, CPCB said: "Twelve rounds of monitoring average of water quality at Agra canal on

Kalindi Kunj indicates improvement in water quality with reduction in Ammonia and total coliform number."

Since 1994, when the apex court took up monitoring of steps to reduce pollution in Yamuna, Uttar Pradesh has spent Rs 2,052

crore, Delhi government and its civic bodies Rs 2,387 crore and Haryana Rs 549 crore to clean the river, taking the total to Rs

4,988 crore. 
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