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/i Centre awaiting Siang report: Rijiju

oo eaﬂy to blame any actwn;y

VIJAITA SINGH

NEW DELHI

Union Minister of State for
Home Kiren Rijiju has said
that the Union government
will wait for the final report
of the Central Water Com-
mission on the unusual dar-
kening of the Siang river in
Arunachal Pradesh before
blaming any man-made ac-
tivity by China.

The Siang enters India
from Tibet, where it flows for
about 1,500 km as the Tsang-
po and becomes the Brah-
maputra after it flows into
Assam. Reports have blamed
tunnel construction by Chi-
na in Tibet for the unusual
darkening of the river and a
surge in silt downstream.

China stand

Mr. Rijiju told The Hindu that
China had clarified that a 6.4
magnitude earthquake in- -
bet was responsible for the
darkening of the river. “The
study is being carried out by
the CWC and other experts
are looking into it. As per the

~ was caused by some natural

Aroad near the river in asighat i

current information, China
has reported that darkening

phenomenon like an earth-
quake. . The. final !

hasn’t come, let us wait for

the final study,” he said.

Mr. Rijiju represents Aru-
nachal Pradesh in the Lok
Sabha.
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Chma for the darkemng f the river in Arunachal Pradesh

to take. up the matter with
China at the bilateral level,
but no action had been ta-
ken. “There is an abnormal
change in the Brahmaputra

runachal Pradesh.

=RITU RAJ KONWAR

during the past one month
and poisonous, muddy, tur-
bid water is flowing in the
river. As a result, a lot of wild
animals and aquatic life have
died. This has also resulted
in loss of livelihood for many
people. This catastrophe has
jeopardised the Brahmapu-

tra valley civilisation. The

main reason for this is China
is constructing 1,000-km
tunnel, connecting South Ti-
betiand Desert Taklimakan
in Jhingjiyang Province. This
is the longest tunnel in the
world. ‘And, China has con-
structed a 200-metre-wide,
13-km-high big dam at Yar-
lung Tsangpo to divert the
Brahmaputra,” Mr. Bora
said.

Excess silt

As reported earlier, official
reports of the colour of wa-
ter in the Siang, in Tuting,
changing emerged from the
Arunachal Pradesh office of
the CWC on November 10
and it attributed it to excess
silt. What caused the deluge
of silt, however, wasn’t spec-
ified. But the water at Tuting
was still potable, according
to the CWC. Earlier, Masood
Hussain, Chairman, CWC,
had said that the agency’s
preliminary reports did not
find traces of cement or high
alkalinity in the river — or
signs of construction.
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BHUBANESWAR: Raising the twinissuesof

regionalism and ce
helped the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) counter

anti-incumbency in Odisha many times .
in the past two decades, successfully

keepingpolitical rivalsatbay.

However,the BharatiyaJanataParty -

(BJP) turned out to be a challenge that

ntral neglect hHas-

a hand!e to Counter the BJP Wthh is the new threat on the block

prevent watex from reachmg at least 24 ;
million'residents of Odisha at a time~

- whentheMahanadiis withessingan80%

“the BayofBengal.
Stressing on the party s claim BJD
leader Bhartruhari \/Iahtab moved an’

could not be shrugged off as easily.

Althoughthe party managed towinjust
one Odisha seat in the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, it piggybacked on Prime Min+
ister Narendra Modi’s nationalisticcre-
dentials to rapidly become a force to

reckon with. The party scored aninefold
jump inzilla parishad seats during the
2017 panchayat elections, giving the BJD
amajorscare and pushingthe Congress

to the thivd position.

_ Foratime,itseemedasifthe BJDhad

nooptionbuttobracefor theimpending

saffron trivinph. Fortunately, in Maha-

nadiwater dispute, the Naveen Patnaik-

led party has finally found a handle to

counter the new threaton the block:

THEDISPUTE
The Raman Singh-led BJP government
in Chhattisgarh has been building six
industrialbarrages onthe Mahanadi,a
river that over half of Odisha’s popula-
tiondepends on, for nearly seven years
now. The first sign of adispute with the
upper-riparian state becam e
when BJD parliamentarian Dilip ’I‘lrkey
raised the issue in the Rajya Sabha
inJuly 2016.

The BJD says these structures will

JP LwCORrD ANINEFCLD JUMPINZILLA - -

AibDU‘m\ur‘L Gl7
TELECTIONS, GIVING THEBJD -
fl?EANJ PUSHING THE
HE THIRD POSITION

© Sumitr a\Iaha]an promptly rejectedi

againstthe BJP:

redtiction of flow in non-monsoon: -
months. Chhattisgarh deniestheclaim,

statingthatthe barrages only storemon-
soon water that otherwxse dr i

ad)ournmentmouonmtheLok Sabhato

discuss the formafion ofariver water tri- -

bunalunderthe Inter State River Water -
Disputes Act 1956- Though speaker

noneofthe BJD members seemed partic-
ularly unhappy. They had finally found
anissue (o whipup. popuLar sentxment

" “The Mahanachchspute is to the BID

what the Ram Mandir to the BJP, 7salda
senior-party leader, underlining Pat-

naik’sneedto counteranti-incumbency
intherun-up to the 2019 assembly polls:

Hemmed in by rising farmer suicides’

duetoagrarian distressin western Odi-
sha, Patnaik could nothave soughtabet-
terissuetoraise his evergreen central-
neglect Cr: y -

NIAHA\TADI 'S I\'IPOR’I‘ANCE

Theriver, whichruns throughatleast 20 o3
of Odisha’s 30 distric ts, vutually fuels:

the state’s economy and agricultur
Apartfromprovidingatleast60% ofthe |
state s 4‘7 million population with sub-
theMahanadialsoformsabig ..
part of QOdisha’s cultural ethos. On the
environmental front, as many assix bio-
diversity hotspotsin Odisha, including
the Bhitarkanika wildlife sanctuary,
Chilika lake, Tikarpadasanctuaryand

Chandaka elephant reserve; directly .

depend ontheriver.

Once feared by residents for the
destruction it wreaked through floods,
the Mahanadi became Odisha’slifeline
en the state government built a
km-lorig earthen dam across its
wngs at Hiraknd, Sambalpurdistrict,

in'1953. Besides acting as an

- the dam irrigated over 2.35

_ generated847.5 megawatts of iv, =

~30million peaple spread across Odisha

: 1sgar
-~ deferided the OnEoing P OJectsbystatmg

effective flood control system,
lakhhectares ofcropland and
hydropowertur the stateiiae

WHAT’SAT STAKE
Theriver water, 90% of whichis
said to flow during monsoon
months, provides subsistencetoover

nd Chhattisgarh. The Central Water
Comnussmnmmnatedmlgfi’l thatinits:
worst possible years Mahanadi wouls
have at least 20.61 million acre feet
(MAF) of we flowing through the
river onanannualbasis. Ofthis; Odisha

; sh(’)uldgetl‘_wfﬂ\:LAF;Wl_iiletherestcan o
- be used by Chhattisgarh. Experts, how- -

ever;term the data outdated in view of
thereduced water flowinrecentyears. .
“The flow of water in the monsoon
. came down (1r0m/26.15 VIAF in 2005 to:
1324 MAFRin 2015 due to erratic ramfa].L”
said Sarat Kumar Monhanty, retired
chief engineer of the Odisha water
resources depar iment.“Moreover, the
non-monsoon fiow of water on the Odi-
shasxdealmt >tnalvedbetween2005 06"
and2014-1
Thiswate)
Chhattisgar}

w will fall furf the1 'lfter
H constructs 51x industrial

thatthey wot
the river
designedtost memonsoonwater sothey
canbe used in the summer, Nonon-mon-
soon water will be stored,” said HR
Kutare, engineer in chief of Chhattis-
garh’s water resources department.

POLITI ALLOUT

Inmic BJD«Iaum.d inP ar]_a
ment that

chekethe?

into a ver

sought theeste

. Odisha governmenttosettlethe dispute
-with Chhatnsgarh through discussion.

6 edges theright of Odishatodemanda oi-

- Barrage of wees
The six industrial barrages in questior
Saradih, Basantpur,Mr Shi rmarayan
~Samoda. =~ ©*

If all these structures operate in tandem, the

Mahanadi will be 0.67 MAF..

i petmon filed by social activist Sudarshan Das:

& Envnmnmentallsts sdy redudlon of water flow due
“tothe barfages ‘mlhffect blomverstty horxputs

non-monsconoutflow to the Odisha side of . . :

- The green tribunal stayed the construction in JuIy on

The total avallabnhty of water f from i
iver currently stands at 40 MAF. This

e tchmey
square kilometres (45.7:
 53.9% in Chhattisgar

ongmally planned as a flood- cuntrcl :
reservoir to mitigate floods i in the

©reserv hasde:reasedbxu%smcelts
~ constructior

Sharing o
Thereis na water—shanng agreement in
 the case of the Mahanadi. An attempt wat
- made during the pre-| foundation days i
1983, when Madhya Pradesh chief minister-
- Aun Singh and Odisha chief minister.
Patnaik agreed to form a joint control =+ -
board on water sharing between the two
. states, but nothing came out of it. i

 three have delivered verdicts found. -
acceptable by the states i a!ved

" pute tribunal'undex: the R.wer'Wé.terDis- 14
putes Act-1956 to determine the sharing
ofnon-monsoon water between Odisha
and Chhattisgarh. The dernand was/:
rejected by.the Cen‘rre, S

- Whilereplyingtoaseriesof questions
on the Mahanadi river issuein the Lok
Sabhalast week, Unio waterresources.
minister Nitin Gadkari requested the

Gadkari said thatthe Centre acknowl-

bunaland thatitwouldensureitisdone*
in thenext three months.

“A composite tribunal which will
mergeallthe tribunalsof variousstates
ison the anviland once thatbecomes a
law, Odisha will get a tribunal on the
Mahanadiwater dispute with Chhattis:
garh,” said Gadkari.

This decision could hurt the BJP’s
electoral prospects in the western Odi-
shadistrictsof Bargarh, Sambalpurand
Bolangir, where the party did wellin the

- already turning it into a poll issu

- Odisha’s interests in favour of ne1gh

' matter would makesenseonlyafterthe
_ Chhattisgarh government halts co:
~ struction work on'the river:

Jissue with Chhattisgarh as the C;ﬁ‘rg—;
“hasnotasked the neighbouringstate to.
~ stop construction work along the -

through rallies and padyatras, tellmg' e
the people how the Centreis sacrificing: "

bourmg Chhattisgarh.™
The BJD has rejected Gadkarl s di
logue proposal saying discussions on thy

The BJD S campaxgn xsfmdmg reso—
na.nce onthe ground.
JaydevPradhan afannerfromSone— ;
pur’s Ulunda block, said that he has
“never seen the Mahanadi in such a
- pakbeﬁQSg;te dﬂwvxn peakmonsoonas .ol
hedid thisyear. “This August, theriver-
bed was so dry that you could actually
play cricketonit. Ifthatishow the river
looks like in monsoon, imagine how it
would bein summer months. Where will
wegetour water from?” heasked.
Several kilometres downstream of
Sonepur, ‘boatman Uddhab: Behera
seemed justas worried. “This time, the
mighty Mahanadi resembled a small
pool,” he said.
(With inpuls from Ritesh Mishra in Chatt

- “Thereisno pointin dlscussmg the :

3

upstream of the river Mahanadi,” said
BJD spokesman Prashanta Nanda.
BJD MP Mahtabhasalsoquestioned
Gadkari’s suggestion ofholding discus-
sionsinstead ofa tribunal. “The Centre
earlier expresseditsinability torestrain
Chhattisgarh from constructingthe bar-
ragesand thatis thereason why Odisha
isnotcoming forward tosit with the cen-
tre for discussions,” hesaid. Lastmonth,




