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Shimla gets snowfall as dry spell ends
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A scene from snow-covered Shimla on Sunday.Photo: PTI

The Capital city and its nearby tourist resorts received a good spell of snow on Sunday after a long dry season, bringing cheers to locals and
tourists.

Heavy snowfall on the higher reaches and widespread rain from other parts of the hill State were also reported. Vehicular traffic on the
Hindustan-Tibet road was disrupted and several private cars and tourist taxis faced slippery terrains, causing long traffic jams, sources said.

A moderate to heavy snowfall was reported from tribal districts of Lahaul-Spiti and Kinnaur. More than 30 cm snow was recorded in majority
of the tribal villages and district headquarters of Keylong and Rekong Peo-Kalpa.

Farmers and apple growers have welcomed the wet climatic conditions. In view of the pleasant weather, tourists from nearby plains of
Punjab, Haryana and Delhi made a beeline to the hill resorts in Kufri, Mashobara, Fagu and Narkanda, besides the capital town of Shimla.

Higher reaches of tourist resorts in Manali and Kullu also received fresh snowfall on Sunday. Hills overlooking Manali like Gulaba, Solang
and Kothi have been experiencing moderate snow since early Sunday, according to a meteorological official.

Shimla recorded a minimum temperature of 3 degrees Celsius, while Manali and Dalhousie in Chamba district registered 1 degree Celsius and
0.9 degrees Celsius respectively. Dharamsala in Kangra district, which experienced 47.2 mm rain, recorded a low of 6.2 degrees Celsius.

Traffic beyond Dhalli, 10 km from Shimla, was suspended as a large stretch of the National Highway was covered under a thick blanket of
snow.

The entire Kinnaur district, Rohtang Pass and Kunzum Pass in Lahaul-Spiti and several towns in Shimla, including Narkanda, Jubbal,
Kotkhai, Kumarsain, Kharapathar, Rohru and Chopal, were cut off due to heavy snow, government officials said.
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RAIN IN CAPITAL

It rained for only ;
the second time
this winter in
the Capital, and
preciously little.
Temperatures
haven’t been
affected, and
the Met predicts
warmer days

|EAK ALUNG THE PERFORATIUN

DRY SPELL BROKE“ : T 't : (7)) Di]l[lh of rain had Deihi
} = oads looking slick on
Delhi received a little more winter rainfall on Sunday as ;5unda:zl:lni? wg;n?t even
it snowed for the first time in Shimla. December 10 was L enough to deter bikers.
the last time it rained; this year’s winter has been the © SANCHIT KHANNA [ HT PHOTD
driest in the last seven years, ' A
T SIX DAY
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$§2"33“§é§| recorded G2 Sl DAYS MAX WIN
Monday 22 11

G Tuesday 24 10
WARM DAYS AHEAD : Wednesday 24 11
According to the weatherman, the city is expected to see

warm weather now. “The sun will be back starting Thursday 24 10
Monday. The city is expected, however, to see another Friday 25 10
bout of light rain starting February 18. The temperature

will ot dip too much because of it,” a Met official said. Saturday 25 10
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Water panelx
head, ministry
spar over NGO

Kumar Sambhav Shrivastava
» kumar sambhav@hindustantimes.com

MEW DELHI: A prominent expert
appointed by the NDA govern-
ment to assist with the restruc-
turing of water regulation bod-
ies is locked in a tussle with the
rural development ministry over
what hesays is the “harassment”
of his NGO.

Mihir Shah, a member of
the Planning Commission and
the National Advisory Council
(NAC) during the Congress rule,
was appointed by the current gov-
ernment in September last year
to head a seven-member panel
to restructure the Central Water
Commission and Central Ground
Water Board.

The ministry’'s Council for the
Advancement of People’s Action
and Rural Technology (CAPART)
has demanded documentation
for 20 years from Shah's Madhya
Pradesh-based Samaj Pragati
Sahayog (SPS) and threatened to

seek a refund of 2.2 croreif it is -

not provided.

The row has raised eyebrows
inhureaucratic circles ag itcomes
against the backdropof controver-
sy over the regulation and funding
of NGOs, and because Shah heads
anew government initiative seen
asan alternative to CAPART.

The Bharat Rural Livelihood
Foundation, with many trustees
from NAC, was established by the
UPA government in 2013. With a
corpus of I500crore, it was intend-

CAPART HAS DEMANDED
DOCUMENTATION FOR
20 YEARS FROM SHAH'S
MADHYA PRADESH-
BASED NGO SAMAJ

el P

ed to take over activities support-
ing rural NGOs from CAPART, a
decision the NDA governmenthas
said will be reversed.

Chaudhary Birender Singh,
minister for rural development,
on September 18, asked officials to
“speed up” the matter of missing
sixfiles related to Shah’'s NGO ina
“time-bound manner”, documents
obtained by HT show

In a strongly worded letter to
the rural development secretary
in October, Shah said CAPART's
letter was a “petty attempt” at
“intimidation and harassment”.

But CAPART insisted Shah sub-
mit progress and implementation
reports, utilisation certificates,
account statements, and balance
sheets of the projects,

Speaking to HT, Shah said,
“What I wrote in my letter was in
apersonal capacity tothe authori-
tieswho were aware of the develop-
ments. It was not supposed to go
outin public. The government had
asked me for inputs for reform of
CAPART and Thave given the same
to them in 2014 and 2015,” he said.
able for comments.




*appears almost unrecoghisable as Shimla and its surrounding areas experienced the first heavy: snowfall
‘Shirnla town received 18 cm of snow, while Kufri, Fagu and Narkanda received 20-35 cm of snow, F1)

Heavy SNOW surprise for Shimla

TRIBIINE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMIA, FERRUARY 7

Shimla and its surrounding
areas experienced the sea-
son’s first heavy snowfall
today. It has been snowing in
the tribal areas and otherhills
since morning.

The state capital received 18
cm of snow. Showers aceom-
panied by strong winds
lashed the city in the morning
while it started snowing
towards the evening. Vehicu-
lar movement towards upper
Shimla remained affected as

- the snowblocked the Hindus-

tanTibet National Highway,
state highways and link rods
in the interiors,
Rampur-bound buses
were diverted through Bas-
antpur and Kingal as the
national highway was
blocked at Fagu, Kufri and
Narkanda. The Shimila-

A picturesque view of the snow-clad Dhauladhar range. :

Rohroo and Shimla Chopal
roads were also blocked.
Shimla, donning a white
mantle, looked fascinating.
The area between Kufri and
Fapu experienced 35 em of
snow. The Dhauladhar Range
in Kangra district received
less than 45 to 50 em of snow
while Rohtang, Kunzam,
Saach and Chansel Passes
have been receiving continu-
ous snowfall sinee morning.

Mereury dropped from 16
degree Celsius {o 5.2 degree
Celsius in '‘Shimla, which
experienced the warmest day
on February 5, with the maxi-
mum-temperature soaring to

21.8 degree Celsius. Keylong

and Kalpa received 35 cm
and 30 em of snow.

Power connections have
been snapped in Lahaul due
toheavy snowfall,

Dharamsala received 50

mm rain, Manali 30 mm,
Chamba, Sundernagar and
Kalatop 23 mm each,
Bhuntar and Bajaura 20 mm,
Gaggal 19 mm, Joginderna-
gar 17 mm, Sarkaghat 15 mm
and Baijnath 18 mm.

The Met Department has

" predicted rain and snow in

the higher  hills on
February 8, 9 and rain and
snow in low, mid and high
hills from February 10 to 13,
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