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Taliperu reservoir hits rock bottom ¢ even before summer

Telangana officials forced to declare crop holiday for rabi season in the tribal heartland of Charla

P. SRIDHAR
BHADMDM-KOTHAGHDEM

With water level in Taliperu
reservoir at Peddamidisileru
village in the tribal heartland
of Charla mandal hitting
rock bottom even before the
start of summer season,
authorities have been com-
pelled to declare a rabi crop
holiday in the 24,000 acres
of ayacut under the project.

Built across the Taliperu
tributary of Godavari river
more than three decades
ago, the reservoir is consi-
dered to be a lifeline to tribal
peasants in Charla and Dum-
mugudem mandals of Bha-
drachalam Agency.

It is also the major drink-
ing water source for Charla,
Kaliveru, Peddamidisileru
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and several other gram
panchayats,

Modernisation works
The delay in completion of
modernisation works initiat-
ed five years ago at an esti-
mated cost of ¥50 crore has
prevented optimum utilisa-
tion of the reservoir’s irriga-
tion potential.

The modernisation is
aimed at strengthening its
flood protection mechanism
and enhance water storage
capacity. The cest estima-
tion has subsequently been
revised and ¥84.80 crore has
already been spent on mo-
dernisation, sources added.

According to sources, the
“crop holiday” was declared
to facilitate left canal lining
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works in the third zone of
the project before the next
MOnNSoon season.

The water level in the re-
servoir, which has a full ca-

pacity of 74 metres, is now at -

69 metres, which is almost
equal to the sill level of the
project.

Poor inflows
The project’s Assistant Exec-
utive Engineer T. Venkates-
wara Rao told The Hindu
that it received poor inflows
during the last rainy season.
Three new crest gates
have already been installed
as part of modernisation, Mr
Rao said, adding that the lef-
tover canal lining and other
civil works were progressing

at a fast pace.
&

Pathetic state: The dried up tank bed of Taliperu project

reservoir in Charla mandal. sc.n.ra0
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