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Centre to ﬁght arsemc

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Centre will prepa-
re an exhaustive plan to meet the
challenges of arsenic contamina-
tion in groundwater in the Ganga-
Brahmaputra fluvial plains which

_ has severely affected ma- -
ny districts of UP, West
Bengal, Jharkhand, Bi-
har, Assamand Manipur.

Announcing the mo- -
ve, Union water resour-
ces minister Uma Bharti
on Tuesday said there .
was an urgent need to
start a nationwide mowement to
make people aware of arsenic con-
tamination and urged individual
and NGOs to jom the government
inthistask.

) Arsenic in groundwater is cau-
sed by natural geological proces-
ses. Long-term exposure to arsenic
in drinking water can cause skin
cancer and other diseases.

Though numerous measures,
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/: f {H groundwater
i ,“Ye{-

in groundwater in states

hmcludmg alternate arrangement
for supply of arsenic¢-free water

and’ “planting arsenic removal
plants, have been taken in the last
three decades, the entire popula-
tion of the affected dlStrlCtS couid
not be covered

; - Theminister also spo-
ke about “tapping alter-
nate safe aquifers (water
bearing permeable rock)
for supply of arsenic-free

“Under ‘the national
) aqulfer mapping pro-
‘& gramme -of the central
groundwater board, spec1al atten-
tion has been given {0 this aspect.
Water wells have also been const-
ructed tappmg arsenicfree aqui-
fers usingstate-of-the-arttechnolo-
gy in parts of Ballia and Ghazipur
districts of UB,” shesaid.

The issue wasdiscussed on Tu-
esday during a day-long workshop
attended by about 300 experts from
acrossthecountry. .
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: SREENIVAS JANYALA

Polavaram project: Fabrication work

AR A

- HYDERABAD,MARCH7

FABRICATION WORK of 48 crest
gates for the Polavaram Project, a
multi-puipose irrigation dam, is

. set to start this week. The mas-

3

: sive gates for the dam over the

Godavari are likely to be installed
in November.

About 300 metric tonnes of
steel for the purpose has already

arrived at the Gates Fabrication -

Centre at Polavaram Project site
in West Godavari district of
Andhra Pradesh. By the end of

- Covering L., YIS

April, another 2100 MT of steel
will arrive. Around 15,000 MT of
steel will be used to make the
gates. The fabrication of the gates
and installation would be com-
pleted by June 2018, sources said
after Chief = Minister N~
Chandrababu Naidu held a re-
view meeting on Monday.

On February 1, the construc--
tion of the diaphragm wall was
started at the project site. The di-
aphragm wall, which is 1,500
metre long, 120 metre wide and
40 and 100 metre deep, wouid
the world's biggest such wall.

In the first phase, 750 metre

of 48 crest gates to begin this week

of wall would be constructed by
June end after which work will
stop during monsoon. The re-
maining construction would
start in December and com-
pleted by june 2018. The project
may be completed by end of
2018 orearly 2019, officials said.
On March 3, the Union Water
Resources Ministry released Rs
1,981 crore for the Polavaram
Project. After it was accorded na-
tional project status, and Centre
agreed to fund it through loans
from NABARD. The Centre will
release around Rs 3,000 croge for
the project. ] [2-
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The choppy Ingys

THE MAIN CHALLENGE TO THE INDUS WATERS
TREATY, NOW AS IN THE PAST, ISNOT TO BE FOUND
INITSINTRINSIC COMPLEXITY SOMUCHAS INTHE
UNCERTAIN RELATIONS BETWEEN INDIA AND
PAKISTAN. AS HAS BEEN SEEN TIME AND AGAIN,
ADOWNTURN IN BILATERAL RELATIONS CANLEAD
TO DEMANDS TO RE-EXAMINE THE RELEVANGE
OF THE IWT, WITH IT BEING ARGUED THAT THERE
IS NO BENEFIT IN CONTINUING TO REMAIN
ENGAGED AT TIMES WHEN INDIA IS BEING
TARGETED BY TERRORISTS SUCCOURED FROM
ACROSS THE BORDER

he Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) of 1960 is an important
jandmark in the bilateral affairs of India and Pakistan.
When the country was divided in 1947 no issue seemed
more likely to lead to viclent conflict than the sharing of
the waters of the Indus and its tributaries. For each of the
two new countries, the Punjab, already torn and devastated,
was the crucial breadbasket, source of food security and
repository of -hopes for the future, and neither felt it could
afford to lose any part of the water supply from the elabo-
rate modern irrigation system of the Indus that had brought
prosperity to the expanses of the north Indian plains. But
the terms of Partition took little account of this require-
ment; the boundary line bequeathed by the British made an
impossible tangle of the irrigation system of Punjab, with
the head works often located in India while the canals were
downstream in Pak-
istan. In the serious-
1y disturbed condi-
tions of the time it
was feared that unre-
solved claims on the
waters could drive
the two countries to
war. In the event,
these apprehensions
proved unfounded
but in the charged
situation of the time
there was real fear
that the issue could
spin out of control,
which brought the
two countries to
make a serious effort
to come to agreement
__ _ 80 as-to head off risk
of conflict.
The IWT needs to
be seen against this

and Pakistan because both coun-
tries continue to find value in
what it provides, and also
because from the start it has
been strongly backed by the
World Bank. Meetings of the
Commission have helped resolve
many complex technical differ-
ences that could have threatened
the IWT if left to themselves. As
the lower riparian, Pakistanhas ~ SALMAN HAIDAR

always been very alert to any-

thing that can look like denial by India of its proper down-
stream share of the water, and from time to time it has
indulged in allegations of large-scale diversions by India.
However, such suspicions have only reflected the general
mistrust that affects bilateral ties and were unsupported by
evidence, for it is obvious that engineering works for diver-
sion structures cannot be constructed by stealth or be con-
cealed from view.

Another supposed infringement by India that figured at
one stage in Pakistan’s complaints arose from what were
believed to be the military implications of India’s upstream
projects. At least two of them, respectively on the Jhelum in
Kashmir and Baglihar in Jammu, were held up because mil-
itary strategists in Rawalpindi feared the storages could be
manipulated to cause floods to gain tactical advantage in the
event of Indo-Pak hostilities ~ the fears were always fanciful
and had no tangible basis but give an idea of some of the
hidden fears that may lie within the IWT.

The main challenge to the TWT, now as in the past, is not
to be found in its intrinsic complexity so much as in the
uncertain relations between India and Pakistan. As has
been seen time and again, a downturn in bilateral relations
can lead to demands to re-examine the relevance of the IWT,
with it being argued that there is no benefit in continuing to
remain engaged at times when India is being targeted by ter-
rorists succoured from across the border. Some considera-
tions of this nature seem to have led India to suspend its
participation in the IWT Commission after the Uri attacks
last September.
Though India did not
rescind its commit-
ment to the IWT, it
showed its unwilling-
ness to maintain
even minimum rela-
tions owing to these
cross border attacks.
Thereafter For some
months implementa-
tion of IWT was sus-
pended but now it
seems the World
Bank has been active
in persuading the
two sides to resume _

E “engagementanda
meeting of the Com-
mission is imminent.
This is to be wel-
comed for the com- -
plicated issues of the
IWT require atten-

background as some-
thing more than a water-sharing arrangement, for it has fea-
tures of a basic agreement aimed at preserving the peace.
The gravity and complexity of the issues is such that negoti-
ating the IWT was a long-drawn and immensely complicated
process. Apart from the sustained effort of the two princi-
pals, it also needed the good offices of the World Bankto |
bring it to a conclusion, both as a facilitator and as a source
of funding for dams and other structures that neither of the
countries at that stage could readily provide on their own.
o ensure that the agreement would function as envisaged,
and that there was no tampering with the agreed arrange-
ments, a bilateral Commission was established to meet regu-
larly and keep a watchful eye on Treaty implementation. It
was also decided that in the event of the two countries fail-
ing to agree among themselves, neutral experts acceptable
to both sides would be appointed to go into the issues, and,
eventually, should the need arise, for third party arbitration
to decide on conflicting demands and claims. Thus imple-
mentation of the IWT is backed by groups of experts who
can help maintain agreed procedures and resolve problems
of implementation.

Since 1960 when the IWT came into operation, the regu-
lar consultation process mandated by the treaty has been
maintained, not always smoothly or without dispute, but
without any threatening disruption. With this, the IWT has
survived decadesf the troubled relations between India

tion if they are not to
fester and lead to further complications.

1t is not the standoff in the IWT alone that could be
affected by the limited resumption of contact now planned,
and India’s decision to attend the Lahore meeting can per-
haps become a small step towards restoring a measure of
normality in overall ties. Dialogue between the two coun-
tries has been in suspension but maybe some signs of easing
are to be discerned, as in India's readiness to acquiesce in
the appointment of a Pakistani Secretary-General to head
the SAARC Secretariat. This is not the first time that India
has given its support to a Pakistani candidate, and SAARC
has always sought to diversify its Secretariat by making
room for all member states. Whatever may be its reserva-
tions about Pakistan’s role in South Asia, India has been
supportive of SAARC and has tried to enhance its effective-
ness by giving it more room for initiative, especially at the
level of the Secretariat, so that it can hold itsownina
diverse and fast changing world. Bilateral differences within
SAARC have thus not been permitted to stand in the way of
what can benefit the organization as a whole. The Indian
decision to join the consensus in favour of the Pakistani
candidate as SG of SAARC can be a small chink to encour-
age better cooperation in the region and perhaps even help
restore some of the presently moribund ties.
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