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"Budget Not Much To Employ Distressed Lot'
The Modi government's 2015-16 budget was hailed as “pro-farmer' with substantial hike in farm sector allocation, but the Supreme Court on Thursday
said money allocated for MNREGS was not enough to address the problems of farmers and rural population hit by drought.

A bench of Justices Madan B Lokur and N V Ramana examined data provided by the Centre on MGNREGS and said the current allocation would not
be sufficient to ameliorate the condition of droughthit people who would turn up in large numbers to get employment under the scheme.

It said the state governments would not be able to offer jobs to the distressed people due to lack of funds and the Centre should consider increasing
allocation, particularly to states reeling under drought.

“There is a shortage of funds and this shortage is going to be severe if all states comply with 100 days of employment per household per year which at
present is only at 46 days as per your data. You need to have larger budget to solve the problem of drought hit people by offering them employment,*
the bench said.

The Centre enhanced budgetary allocation for Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MNREGA) to Rs 38,500 crore from Rs
34,699 crore last year, but Rs 10,000 crore would be for payments of last year's liability with only Rs 28,500 crore available for the current financial
year. Joint secretary in depart ment of rural development Aparajita Sarangi, who was personally arguing and defending the Centre against allegation
of go vernment's inaction in handling the drought problem, admitted that funds allocated are not sufficient and told the bench that the agriculture
ministry had recently asked for an additional Rs 15,000 crore to address the problem.

She said more than 20 lakh households had been given 100 days of employment in dro ught-hit areas and the government is planning to undertake
more irrigation projects to create employment opportunities in rural area.

She said 217 crore man-days of work were provided in the last financial year.

The official, however, admitted that there had been delay in paying wages to workers and only 27% wage payment was paid on time in 2014-15.She
said the figure increased to 45% in the last financial year. The court had on Wednesday slammed the Centre for not releasing funds on time.

“State govts not serious about issue'

It was an embarrassing moment for the Centre as no law officer was present to defend the government on the drought issue forcing it to seek
adjournment, but the Supreme Court rejected the plea saying proceedings could not be dictated by law officers.“How many additional solicitors
general you have? There are many ASGs but still no one is available for this case. Are we useless people who are supposed to come to court and
watch. It seems drought is not in the priority list,* the bench said when a lawyer pleaded for adjournment on the ground that ASG Pinky Anand was in
another court. Rejecting the plea for adjournment, the bench said it would conclude the proceedings and pass orders without hearing the Centre's stand
if the law officer does not turn up for arguing the case. Pinky Anand, however, appeared within minutes and apologised for her absence.

The court also pulled up Gujarat and Haryana governments for not placing all data on drought saying people are dying but the states are not
seriousabout the issue. AmitAnand Choudhary TNN

DRY

TiStr Parasiis

The dried-up Ramkund received water from Gandhi Talay, a recreational
pand frequented by people for boating, on Thursday, The sacred ghat on
the Gadavari river, which has dried up for the first time in 139 years, will
be filled with water from multiple sources to enable thousands of
devotees to take holy dip on Kumbh Parva on Friday. The Nashik
Municipal Corporation is hopeful at least half the 200 private tanker
owners will supply water to the sacred kund
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Kejriwal govt waives off
water bills pending for years

Free water scheme upto 20,000 liters every month per family to continue

el government will continue
Dwith its policy of providing up

Lo 20 kilolitres of free water to
cach houvschold with a metered con-
nection every month, and it has al-
ready waived off all pending water
bills Gl 30 Movember 2001 5.

Contrary to popular perception, the
Delhi Jal Board has earned an exira
revenue of Bs 178 crore during the -
nancial year 2005-16 despite provid-
ing 20 Kilolitres of waler Lo every
household free every month, who have
a melered conneclion.

The ambitious scheme of waiving off
walter bills pending till 30 November
2015 has witnessed nearly 1.5 fami-
les having come forward to avall the

offer so far,

The IWEB, as a next step has decid-
ed o ensure that the guality of water
supplicd by it is so good that no addi-
tional forms of filtration or treabment
are required,

The povernment has also promised
a network of laboratories across the
city for constant testing of water qual-
itv Lo ensure that tap water is suitable

for drinking,

The government is now working on
ita plan to ensure there i no water
searcity inoany part of Delhi during the
summer months.

It has already achieved the feat of
making piped water supply available
in arcas of Delhl like Sangam Vihar
and warka, which had not received
water since independence,

EVERY HOUSEHOLD IN DELHI TO GET CLEAN

TAP WATER BY DEC 2017

# 263 new colonies got clean drinking tap water this year
» Govt sets a target of clean drinking water for every household by Dec 2017

sanitation from Rs 1,468 crore during the last financial year to Rs.1,976

The government has increased the budgetary allocation for water and

crore this year, which is 9.6% of the total plan outlay.

The government has also set a target of providing tap water available to every
household by 2017 and ensuring that the quality of this water is so good that no
additional forms of filiration or treatment are required.

Deputy CM Manish Sisodia, who also holds the finance portfolio, said: "The
government has taken a historic decision to provide clean drinking water supply
to each household by December 2017. This year we will be adding 300
unauthorised colonies to the network of piped water. Our aim is to eradicate
water tankers from our system. We are allocating Rs 676 crore for this purpose.”
Instead of waiting till 2036 to provide sewerage facilities to the city according to
the sewerage master plan, the government now plans to cover entire Delhi
through such a system in the next 10 years.

Delhi will also see a massive thrust on rainwater harvesting and a revival of
water bodies and baolis. The move assumes significance in the wake of the
recent water crisis in the city after a section of the Munak canal was damaged
by Jat agitators in Haryana. The government is now looking at means of making
the city self-sufficient or at least capable of lasting a few days if supply is

disrupted in near future.

resp.edit@timesgroup.com
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After decades of talks, 195 nations adopted an ambitious deal in Paris last December to limit greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and strive to prevent
dangerous impacts of climate change.The deal cannot be met without action by businesses. The JSW-The Times of India Earth Care Awards (ECA)

seek to identify businesses that have kept climate change mitigation high up on their agenda. The application process for participation at the seventh
edition of the awards is now open. Applications can be submitted till April 15, 2016.

Industries across the South Asian region are already deliberating on how to improvise processes and services to tackle climate change impacts. In fact,
programmes such as Corporate Social Responsibility Act (CSR), Carbon Disclosure Project and India GHG programme already have participation of
leading companies. The awards will be focused on businesses that have the willingness and a plan to reduce carbon intensity in their operations. The
crux of the Paris deal is to get the fossil fuel-based economy to move to a clean energy economy that will be mainly dependent on how businesses
change their behaviour.

India is the world's third largest emitter and, at the same time, highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. India's per capita emissions are far
lower than even the world average. India's commitment to reduce its emission intensity per unit GDP by 33% to 35% below 2005 by 2030 and
increase its share of clean energy to 40% by 2030, can be achieved through a sustained effort from various sectors of the economy which includes
businesses and urban communities that are also the largest emitters.

ECA focuses on responses generated from the South Asian region. This is because of the vulnerability the region faces--common challenges such as
poverty , depleting natural resources, uncertainty of monsoon, lack of resilience in the face of natural disasters and conflict over limited resources.

There are four categories for the award--community , innovation, industry and small and medium enterprises. In 2015, RBS Foundation India and MS
Swaminathan Research Foundation (MSSRF) won the award in community category , Larsen & Toubro, Datamatrix Infotech Pvt Ltd, Gujarat Energy
Research and Management Institute in the innovation category, Raymond UCO Denim Pvt Ltd in industry , JB Chemicals and Surat Municipal
Corporation in small and medium enterprise category .

L&T was awarded for its innovations in structural and solar plant designs, thereby increasing generation and re ducing the cost. MSSRF won for
integrated mangrove fish farming systems and empowering coastal communities, thereby increasing their adaptive capacity.

The jury include Global Research Alliance president R A Mashelkar, Centre for Environment Education founder director Kartikeya V Sarabhai,
Technology , Education, Research and Rehabilitation for the Environment chairperson Rajendra Shende, Centre for Development Studies and
Activities executive director Aneeta Benninger, McKinsey and Company director Rajat Gupta, Centre for Science and Environment deputy director
general Chandrabhushan and World Resources Institute (India) managing director Nitin Pandit.

Log on to http:www.earthcareawards.com for details
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'MAHADROUGHT:LATURTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIR
Mumbal, 7 Apeil

Water will be brought to
Latur district by trains in
the next 15 days while pro-
hibitory orders were
clamped nearwatersupply
spots in Parbhani town to
prevent any violence as
authorities grapple with
drought in the worst-hit
Marathwada region of
Maharashtra.

The situation has turned
50 grim in areas like Latur
and Beed thatauthorities are
even mulling to shift the
inmates in district prisons
even as the Congress-NCP
Opposition today accused the
BJP-led Government of fail-
ing to tackle the severe cri-
sis.

“We have made arrange-
ments for supplying water
through train toLatur. The
first such train will reach
Latur in next fortnight,”
Revenue Minister Eknath
Ehadse told the Maharash-
tra Assembly during adis-
cussion on the acute water

—
I
!

searcity in Latur

Indrought-hit Parbhani
town, prohibitory orders
have been enforced near
supply spots and water tanks
under section 144 of CriPC
till 3 May with deployment
of Home Guards to check
people milling around taps
and tanks inlarge numbers
that could result inlawand
order problems.

Water crunch has also hit
Thane, adjoining Mumbai,
with Municipal Commis-

http://epaper.thestatesman.com/c/9568981?show=print

r—

sioner Sanjeev Jaiswal
appointing nodal officers
for each of the 10 wards to
takeup measures to tackle
the situation.

The Bombay High Court
yvesterday came down heaw-
ily an the BCCI and cricket
associations for planning
to hold IPL matches in the
state when it is in the grip
of a grim water shortage.

Khadse rejected claim
by former CM Prithviraj
Chavan that the BJP-led

GETWATERIN 15DAYS

PROHIBITORY ORDERS CL SUPPLY SPOTS

government in Maharash-
tra lacks the "political will’
to resolve the water crisis
in Latur and other parts of
Marathwada.

“Thereis noother issue
more important (for the
government) than this one”
he said, adding, “wehavethe
political will and that's why
we are bringing water
through Railways.” “Tnion
minister Nirmala Sithara-
man yesterday informed
me that if needed, water
from Telangara will be sup-
plied to us (Maharashtra).

“MNomatter whatever the
cost, we will supply water
to these drought affected
areas,” Khadse said.

Underlining the gravity
of thewater supply situation,
Chavansaid, “We don't want
long speeches but a solution.”

“When we (Congress-
NCP) were in power, we
brought water through a
over 100km long pipeline to
Osmanabad. Couldn't this
government undertake a
similar project for Latur,”
Chavan said.
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Rains cut off Gilgit-Baltistan, 100 dead

Hundreds of houses, roads washed away in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir areas

ISLAMABAD, APRIL7
The Gilgit-Baltistan region in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
{PoK) has been cut off from
the remaining country due to
several landslides triggered
by massive raing that has
killed ever 100 people so far

The heavy rains, which start-
ed at the weekend were still
batternng the northern moun-
tainous regions of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Pok,
triggering several landshides
and blocking Pakistan's vital
land-link with China,

The strategic Karakoram
Highway (KEH), which links
Kashghar in Xinjiang with
Gilgit and  Abbottabad
thmugh the Khunjerab Pass,
has been damaged at more
than 50 places from Gojal to
Besham, leaving hundreds of
commuters and over 500 for-
eign tourists stmnded. The
roads leading to Skardu,
Astore and Ghizer are also
blocked, resulting in short-
age of food items and fuel.

Feople wade across a flonded road after heawvy rain onthe outskirts of Peshawar. Flash floods
triggered by torrential rains have thrown life out of gear in northwest Pakistan. aeem

Orver T people have died so
far in the Gilgit-Baltistan
region and more than 30 in
the  neighbouring KPP
provinee due to rains which
lasted for over 48 hours and
damaged hydro-power proj-
ects that supply electricity to
Gilgit town and elsewhene,

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9568999?show=print

According to army’s Fron-
tier Works Organisations
Colonel Amjad Wali, a main
bridge on the EEKH has also
got damaged and efforts are
umderway to make it fit for
travel He said some 200 m of
roads in Eohistan in EP had
been completely  washed

away by landslides and over
20 people are still trapped
under the rubble,

As many as 25 people,
including 13 women, have
died in the Eandia area of
Eohistan because of a giant
boulder falling on a house.
Hundreds of houses have

been washed away and com-
munication has been
knocked out acmoss much of
the region. Reports suppgest
that the stranded passengersin
Eohistan, Diamer, Nagar and
Hunza, and over a dozen for-
dgn tounsts in scenic Nelum
valley, have notbeen able to get
food as shops have run out of
supplies. Many passengers are
cossing over huge boulders
and mud on foot, risking their
lirves to reach their destinations,
Tamstuck in Hurnraas mads
are blocked,” said Amin Beg, a
resident of Gojal. "There is no
light and alsono signs of imme-
diate restoration of roads. Chil-
dren and women are also
among the stranded people” he
told the paper "The situationis
getting worse with every
passing day but authorities
and political administration
are nowhere to be seen. We
arewaiting for government to
come forward but so far there
is a complete silence” said
another local. — PTI
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Water on the pitch

Bombay HC outrage on IPL sprinklers misplaced

tion that otherwise is typical of the sensationalist media. That

of drought-struck communifies in the Maharashira country-
side on the one hand and the cash-rich BCCI running sprinklers o
irrigate the grass inthe famed Wankhede Stadium for the glamorous
jamboree called IPL on the other. The concern is justified in as much
as it underscores the gravity of the water problem. However, the
argument is neither practically nor morally walid. The water being
used in the stadium is not directly coming at the cost of those bear-
ing the brunt of the scarcity. On its part, the BCCI is a sporting body
with the sole mandate of promoting cricket, and could not have been
expected to keep in mind an impending water crisis in the state
while planning for the IPL months in advance.

To separate what is essential from what is frivolous is a daunt-
ing task. Sport is an integral part of any society, as are the parks,
industry, and soft drinks, all of which consume water in copious
guantities. Any or all of these activities may be labelled anything
from essential towasteful, depending on the context. The collec-
tive guilt of the consuming society over the parched villages can-
not be served by randomly punishing any one section for it.
Water conservation and its optimal utilisation is a matter of
infrastructure creation, which in turn has to flow from an equi-
table balancing of social priorities.

For any resource, no quantity can be fixed as the minimum/max-
imum requirement. The consumption, distribution and conserva-
tion have to be related to the availability. When we fail to do that,
calamities visit us. Mankind has flourished for ages in terrains from
the Sahara to Ladakh, not by harvesting the resources more and
more, but by conserving and using judiciously what little it has. The
solution today lies not in symbolic homilies to the cause of the thirst-
ing millions, but marshalling the power of technology and modern
management to match the resources with needs.

I I 1 HE Bombay High Court has fallen for a dramatic juxtaposi-

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9560558?show=print
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Drought Haryana, Gu] aratface SCire

R SEI'.'I HURAMA.N

NEW DELHI, APRIL 7

The Supreme Court today
questioned Haryana,
Gujarat and Bihar for their
refusal to declare drought
despite deficient rainfall, a
primary indicator for the
purpose under the Centre's
manual and pguidelines
meant for providing ade-
guate and timely relief to
the affected people, particu-
larly the poor.

“The case is about peo-
ple’s lives, not about any
picnie in Haryana,” a Bench
comprising  Justices MB
Lokur and NV REamana told
the state counsel after notic-
ing that the pgovernment
had taken the issue casually
and not even bothered to
file an affidavit in response
to the court notice on a PIL.

Upon this, the state coun-
sel handed over some docu-
ments to the Bench that
mostly turned out to be old
statistics with no relevance
to the PIL about scanty
rainfallin 12 states over the
past two years., It was also

H’rls th|5 Ilke cattle or snmethmg? GD here, go there.
This is not your priority? Two judges are sitting here.
You expect us to do nothing and just keep looking at
the watch waiting for time to pass?.. Show some
seriousness..are we useless? Supreme Court Bench

noticed that the Centre and
the state had different rain-
fall figures for Haryana,
prompting the Bench to
wonder which data was to
be relied upon.

The Bench, however,
pointed out that both fig-
ures showed that the mon-
soon  shortfall was more
than 30 per cent and going
by the Centre's manual of
2009 and the relevant
guidelines, drought had to
be declared if the deficiency
was 20 per cent or more,

Haryana, however, said it

http://epaper.tribuneindia.com/c/9558800?show=print

was not declaring dmought as
there was no fall in its food-
grain  production.  Farmers
mainly depended on ndver
water supplied through canals,
besides tubewells, it said.
Similar reasons were
advanced by Bihar and
Gujarat, prompting the
Bench to wonder as to why
the Centre had come out
with the drought manual if
states were not to follow it,
At this, Additional Solici-
tor General Pinky Anand
gaid the manual was rec-
ommendatory  and not

binding on the states,

Unconvinced, the Bench
gaid the manual was meant
to ensure some uniformity
across the country in decid-
ing the drought situation
and states could not rejectit
altogether. The states’ erite-
ria could have some minor
variations and not be entire-
Ly different, it said.

The Bench said the gov-
ernment could not deny the
poor the benefits due to
them in the event of
drought. In drought-hit
areas, people were entitled
to 150 days of work, against
100 days at other places
underthe Mahatma Gandhi
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Act (MNREGA). They
were also entitled to supply
of essential commodities
such as lentils, eggs, oil and
milk at subszidized rates,

According to the petitioner;
NGO Swaraj Abhivan, the
other nine states facing
drought are Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Jhark-
hand and Chhattisgarh,
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Heat wave claims over 100 lives

IN ANDHRA, TELANGANA Majority of deaths recorded over the last week, state governments begin emergency arrangements
SC gives Haryana, Gujarat an
earful for shoddy drought relief

HT Correspondent
 letters@hindustantimes.com

HYDERABAD: More than 100 peo-
ple have died of sunstroke in
Telangana and Andhra, amajor-
ity of them in the last week, as
the state swelters under a heat
wave, officials said.

While 66 people died in
Telangana, the harsh summer
claimed 45 lives in neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh.

According to the state’s dis-
aster management department,
Mahabubnagar district faced the
worst with 28 deaths. Eleven peo-
ple died in Medak district which
recorded its highest temperature
of 42° Celsius.

Temperatures have risen
unusually in the first week of
April with several parts of the
country recording deviations of
more than +5°C. Significant relief
from hot weather conditions is
highly unlikely in thecomingdays,
weather forecaster Skymet said.

Weather officials attribute the
early onset of heat to after-effects
of the weather phenomenon
El Nino that caused poor monsoon
last year: About 2,000 people died
in 2015 in both states during a heat
wave with the majority of deaths
reported from Andhra.

While Hyderabad and its
neighbouring Ranga Reddy dis-
trict didn’t report any deaths,
seven died in Nizamabad, five
each died in Khammam and
Karimnagar, and four each in
Adilabad and Warangal. Two
deaths werereported in Nalgonda,
which was the hottest place in the

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx

WEATHER OFFICIALS
ATTRIBUTE THE

EARLY ONSET OF
SUMMER TO THE
AFTER-EFFECTS OF THE

state on Wednesday at43° Celsius.
The maximum temperature in
Hyderabad and most of the other
places was 41° Celsius.

Heat wave conditions also pre-
vailed in Andhra but no deaths
werereported. The highest maxi-
mum temperature of 42° Celsius
was recorded at Anantapur and
Nandyal. According to the met
department, the temperature
was above normal at many places
over Rayalaseema and appreciably
above normal at one or two places
over coastal Andhra.

State officials in the disaster
management department said
severe heat wave conditions will
prevail in 28 mandals while 87 oth-
erswill face less severe conditions.
Based on the met department’s
forecast of aharsh and warmer
summer this year, both states will
have toendure the scorching con-
ditions for the next two months.

Andhra government depart-
ments and local bodies have
arranged for drinking water
booths in public places while dis-
trict collectors are publicising
precautionary measures (do’s
and don'ts) to stay healthy.

Medical and health personnel
have also been attending to heat
illness cases promptly:

PTI&HTC

= letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Thursday came down heavily
on Gujarat and Haryana govern-
ments for their non-seriousness
in dealing with drought.

A bench comprising Justices
MB Lokur and NV Ramana took
both state governments to task
for filing shoddy statistics on
drought-hit areas and asked
them whether all work would
stop in case there are elections.

“Why have you filed all this?
You found these papers in your
office and filed them here? Is this
the seriousness that you show on
this issue? People are dying. This
isnotsome picnic youare having
inHaryana,” the bench observed.

The court expressed displeas-
ure over the absence of addi-
tional solicitor general Pinky
Anand during the hearing. “Two
Supreme Court judges have no
otherjob but to come, sit here and
look at the clock,” the bench said.
‘When the message was passed,
Anandrushed to court.

The Gujarat government
told the bench that a total of 526
villages in three districts were
declared drought-affected, adding
that the National Food Security
Actwas implemented and anoti-
fication issued on April 1. The

some picnic you

court then asked Gujarat why
it waited till April1 to declare
drought when the situation was
clear in September 2015.
Gujarat government replied
that local polls delayed it when
the bench asked, “Will all work
stop if there are elections?”

15,000 CRORE MORE
FOR MGNREGA

The Centre told SC on
Thursday that it is likely to allo-
cateX15,000 crore more under the
MGNREGA scheme this year to
help 10 drought-affected states.

WHAT THE COURT SAID

Is this seriousness You are not

that you (the serious about
Centre) show on this the case... Two
issue? People are Supreme Court judges
dying. This is not have no other job but

are having in and look at
Haryana. ﬁ the clock.

to come, sit here

Aparajita Sarangi, joint sec-
retary, MGNREGA, told a bench
that sherequested the agricultural
ministry for theadditional amount
aday before. “Lhave given the pro-
Jjection, especially in wake of the
drought,” she said. The Centre
assured the court it will release
38,000 crore upaid wages within
a week. The top court is hearing
a PIL filed by an NGO, seeking
judicial direction to implement
the National Food Security Act in
states reeling under drought. It
complained against non-payment
of dues under MNREGA.

Trains to deliver
water to Latur in
the next 19 days

Press Trust of India
= letters@hindustantimes.com

MUMBAI: Water will be brought
to Latur district via trains in the
next 15 days while prohibitory
orders were clamped near water
supply spots in Parbhani town to
prevent any violence as authori-
ties grapple with drought in the
worst-hit Marathwada region of
Maharashtra.

The situation has turned so
grim in areaslike Latur and Beed
that authorities are even mulling
toshift the inmates in district pris-
ons even as the Congress-NCP
Opposition Thursday accused the
BJP-led government of failing to
tackle the severe crisis.

“We have made arrangements
for supplying water through train
toLatur. The first such train will
reach Latur inthe nextfortnight,”
revenue minister Eknath Khadse
told the Maharashtra Assembly
during a discussion on the acute
water scarcity in Latur:

In drought-hit Parbhani town,
prohibitory orders have been
enforced near supply spots and
water tanks under section 144 of
CrPCtill May 3 with deployment
of Home Guards to check people
milling around taps and tanks in
large numbers that could result
inlaw and order problems.
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Rivers displace thousands but politicos unmoved

Furquan Ameen Siddiqui

» furquaan siddiquiGhindustantimes.com

CHHAYGAON/GUWAHATI:
Forty-year-old Aamir Ali
gathers his belongings from
a bamboo hut that is falling
apart. His house is on a river
island, Kathalguri Char; in
Kamrup (rural) district and
is accessible only by boat.
Pointing to the land, slowly
being nibbled away by river
Brahmaputra, Ali says,

“My house was right there.
The river took it away two
months ago.” Lumps of soil
fall into the river, even as Ali
tells his stary of frequent
displacement.

Thousands in Assam, like
Ali, have either lost their
land to the river or are in the
process of losing it. From

- THOSE AFFECTED

BY EROSION IN ASSAM
ARE YET TO GET THE
BENEFITS OF THE
REHABILITATION
SCHEME LAUNCHED

———

Tinsukia, Assam’s upper-
most district on the banks
of Brahmaputra, to Dhubri,
over 700km downstream, the
river banks and islands nar-
rate stories of loss and dis-
placement. Around 150,000
families lost their land to
river erosion since 1950s.
Assam has over 2,200
riverbank villages and river
islands, called ‘char’, distrib-

uted along the Brahmaputra,
where about 25 lakh people
reside. “We shifted our
house five times in the past
six years,” says Shukur Ali,
Aamir’s nephew.

In a state where the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) has turned the issue
of Bangladeshi immigration
into an election theme, with
slogan ‘jati, mati aaru bheti’
[identity, land and home],
thousands in Assam lose
their identity, land and home
every year to the river.

In 2010, revenue minister
Bhumidhar Barman said in
the assembly that erosion
had become more dangerous
than floods.

In March 2015, a noti-
fication by the Revenue
and Disaster Management

Department announced the
Chief Minister’s Special
Scheme for Rehabilitation

of Erosion Affected Families
in Assam to provide land or
monetary help to the victims
of river erosion. A year after
the launch, there’s hardly
any progress in relief reach-
ing the landless.

BJP’s CM candidate,
Sarbananda Sonowal, has
promised to save Majuli
from erosion. “Everyone
talks about saving Majuli,
which also comes under
char areas, but no one talks
about other chars,” says Jhai
Foundation’s Abdul
Kalam Azad.

“There has been no survey
in the past 15 years. What is it
that the government fears?”

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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This cannot be
watered down

Riparian disputes have created a political
ecosystem that encourages patronage for

free water, writes VARUN GANDHI

n March 13, NTPC’s 2,100 MW Farakka Super
Thermal Power Station in West Bengal had to
stop generation, given a declining availabil-
ity of cooling water from the Farakka feeder
canal. This hit power supply in five states,
affecting 38,000 households, while leaving the
town of Farakka without potable water. On the Ganga, fer-
ries were suspended, while 13 barges carrying coal were
left stranded. The Ganga, it seems, is running shallow.

‘With Haryana’s fields increasingly running dry, the Jat
agitation obscures an agrarian crisis. The passage of the
Punjab Sutlej Yamuna Link Canal Bill (2016) by the Punjab
assembly on a non-partisan basis has unilaterally sparked a
crisis in riparian management. Water availability in India’s
91 reservoirs has now reached its lowest level in a decade,
touching 29% of storage capacity. Eighty-five per cent of the
country’s water needs are now supplied by rapidly declining
aquifers. With increasing tanker dependence, water conflicts
are arising — prohibitory orders have been imposed in
villages in Latur, Maharashtra, while water supply to local
swimming pools has been cut off. Short-sighted political
tactics, combined with irrigation inefficiency; have served
to make water disputes intractable.

‘Water is a commodity that resists commodification —a
recipe for market failure. States have often cited the Harmon
Doctrine, ignoring externalities and past investments, to
support the idea of absolute sovereignty over water flow-
ing through its territories. More successfully, the social
contract approach has focused on deciding on an initial
allocation of property rights and creating a mechanism to
trade such rights. The Inter-States Water Disputes Act (1956)
was enacted to deal with conflicts, creating adjudication
tribunals where direct negotiations failed. However, such
tribunal decisions have often not been accepted by disputing
parties, leaving arbitration as a non-binding mechanism.
Interventions by the Centre, as in the Ravi-Beas dispute,
have also been unsuccesstul.

India’s water settlement dispute mechanisms remain

http:/paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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= The bird sanctuary in Keoladeo needs 500 million cubic feet of water during the monsoon
to maintain its resident ecosystem AFP

opaque and ambiguous. As rivers generally cross state
boundaries, the construction of equitable mechanisms
for allocating river flows has been a constitutional legacy.
With a plethora of stakeholders — state governments,
Parliament, courts, water tribunals, central ministries and
civil society — water disputes have remained a persistent
phenomenon. With growing consensus that many such
disputes are increasingly intractable, existing institutional
arrangements have clearly failed to generate outcomes
that focus on growth and the national interest.

The Cauvery dispute led to 26 meetings between 1968
and 1990 at the ministerial level between Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka, with no consensus reached. Tamil Nadu argued
that Karnataka's construction of the Kabini, Hemavathi
and Swarnavathi dams on the Cauvery, along with a uni-
lateral expansion of its irrigation works, led to a dimin-
ishing water supply to Tamil Nadu, while leaving the
1924 agreement between the Madras Presidency and the
Mysore state unimplemented. With the dispute increas-
ingly politicised, the Cauvery Water Dispute Tribunal
(1990) has found resolution a distant mirage.

Suecess has required a sub-basin focused approach, similar
to the Indus Agreement between India and Pakistan. The
Krishna Godavari water dispute focused on the inter-state
utilisation of untapped surplus water among Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and Madhya Pradesh.
The Krishna Tribunal decision, awarded in 1976, was weight-
ed towards projects that were in operation or under consid-
eration, while allowing the diversion of the Krishna waters
to areas outside the river basin but within the boundaries of
the riparian states. With little to no quantification division
of flows, this marked success was supported by extensive
sub-basin focused negotiations between the states themselves.

India’s agricultural policies need tinkering as well. India’s
water tables are dropping by 0.3 metres annually — a con-
sequence of a system that “encourages using more inputs
such as fertiliser, water and power” (Economic Survey,
2016). Water management isregulated by multiple central,

state and municipal bodies, along with the Central Water
Commission —bad coordination exacerbates localised pol-
lution. We encourage sugarcane planting in arid regions,
and advise farmers on cropping decisions without any con-
sideration of local surface water availability.

Our systemic focus on rice and wheat production, over
dry land agriculture, needs to be reversed, while drip irri-
gation can help restore declining water tables. A central
regulatory agency, focused on the design, control and
coordination of national programmes for water conser-
vation needs to be instituted. Water allocation decisions
need an operational mechanism for sectoral allocation,
based on logic, need and social equity. The government
should undertake regional- and basin-level water plan-
ning, enabling communities, industries and civil society
to negotiate over allocation. Regulatory protection for
riverine ecosystems needs to be strengthened, with illegal
sand mining curbed. We must institute legal protections for
minimum water flow in our rivers while political interfer-
ence in water allocation needs to be curbed.

The Keoladeo National Park, a veritable cornucopia
of swamps, grasslands and woodlands, is located near
Bharatpur in Rajasthan. When winter approaches, this
Ramsar-designated site becomes popular as a nestling habitat
for the migratory Siberian crane, while hosting over 370 spe-
cies of avian fauna. The sanctuary needs 500 million cubic
feet of water annually during the monsoon to maintain its
resident ecosystem — most of it historically provided by
the Gambhir River (now dammed by the Panchana dam).
The Supreme Court’s notice to the Rajasthan government to
release water from the Panchana dam has been held up by
protests by farmers seeking irrigation. Such riparian disputes
have seen water scarcity tying into a political ecosystem
that encourages patronage for ‘free water’ — the political
value of surface water has risen. Seeking long-term riparian
sustainability remains the only way out,

Varun Gandhi is BJP national general secretary and Lok Sabha MP
The views expressed are personal
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IPL vS DROUGHT

Courtisrightto expressits concern. But it may
have framed a false opposition

ITH JUST A day left for the inaugural match, the shadow of

the Marathwada drought has fallen on the Indian Premier League

{IPL}). On Thursday, the Bombay High Court cleared the inaugural

match to be held in Mumbai on Saturday, but the fate of 19 others,
scheduled to be held in Mumbai, Pune and Nagpur, will be deaded only after April 12. A
dayeardier, the court had asked the gove rnment: Should the cricket tournament be held
when people in drought-hit areas are going without drinking water for days ? In framing
the question in this manner, the court may well be doing injustice to the senousissueit
actually seeks to address.

It is true that pitch maintenance requires enormous amounts of water —onan
average, one lakh litres of water is used up perday in the run-up toa match. But sodo many
other activities that may appear less compelling whencompared to the water needs of
house holds and farmers. It is facile to drawa link between drought relief and sodo-eco-
nomic activity-as-usualand insist that the latter be summarily broughttoa halt for the
former. Such ademand encourages false oppositions which eventually distract from the
search for the real solutions. Water, espeaally in times of drought, needs to be used judi-
dously and the Maharashtra govemment has done well to initiate some steps to regulate
its supply and consumption in the context of the crisisin the state. In the longer run, the
economics of water extraction, distribution and consumption is a complex phenome-
non that defies one-stop prescriptions. The IPL is a massive economic
activity that provides livelihood to thousands of people and its scale necessitates metic-
ulous planning. To disrupt its organisation so close to the event would lead to logistical
problems — without delivering on the real intent, which is helping Marathwada over-
come its water crisis.

The immediate drinking water supply issue must be met by improving the delivery
of potable water using more tankers, water trains and other delrvery channels. Going
ahead, localised water conservation measures, including check dams and farm ponds,
should be encouraged. Meanwhile, de bate on drought should steerclear of two-minute,
too-tidy solutions.

Tﬁefnfﬁijxpﬂﬁss Fri, 08 April 2016

epaper editions 2paper. indianexpress.com/c/3568836
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Trains to supply water to parched Latur in Mumbai - The Hindu
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Trains to supply water to parched Latur

i Alok Deshpande
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The government was warned of the water scarcily, Instead of politicising
the issue, the government should use at least 10 trains to
supply water to Latur— jayant Patil, 1cs oo

%

Minister takes a dig at previous Congress-NCP governments; the opposition accuses the government of playing politics over drought
Maharashtra’s Latur is facing one of the worst droughts in recent years, but the political blame game is on.

Latur city MLA Amit Deshmukh asked: “Around 50,000 villagers have migrated from Latur. The government must announce an interest
waiver to industries which had to be closed down due to water scarcity and steps must be taken to control the water tanker rates.”

The Leader of the Opposition, Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil, alleged that the government was misleading the minister by providing false
information.

Revenue Minister Eknath Khadse announced that two trains will be carrying 25 lakh litres of water to Latur from Miraj in the next 15 days.
He blamed the previous coalition between Congress and NCP for the present situation. He said all necessary permissions from the Railways
have been obtained to carry water.

Section 144 has been invoked in Latur to avoid riots over water as all sources have dried up. The city is allegedly getting water once in 20
days. The Revenue Minister, however, refuted the allegations of migration, and said the government is committed to supplying water to the
people.

“Had the water in the Manjra dam been saved instead of using it for Manjara sugar factory, Latur city would not have suffered to such an
extreme level,” said Mr Khadse. He said that the former Chief Minister late Vilasrao Deshmukh had not been able to solve the water problem
despite being a minister for 21 years and CM for eight years.

The opposition accused the government of playing politics over drought. Mr Amit Deshmukh, who is the elder son of the deceased minister,
said the allegations against the Manjara sugar factory are completely baseless, since it used water only after obtaining permission from the
government.

NCP leader Jayant Patil too objected to the minister’s reply, claiming it an attempt to divert from the problem. “The government was warned
of the water scarcity. Instead of politicising the issue, the government should use at least 10 trains to supply water to Latur.”

Former CM Prithviraj Chavan said the government was happy delivering speeches but not results. “It is such a pity that the government is still

blaming the previous governments, especially at a time when it has enough time to tackle the problem.”
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