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INDIA-BANGLADESH TIES

Teesta deal in jolnt statement

Modi says Tipaimukh
project will not be taken
forward in its present form

Suvojit Bagchi

ne of the key eontentious issues

between India and Bangladesh —

the sharing of Teesta river waters

— finally made it to the joint

statement,

commltment to settle the issue
“as soon as possible.”

According to the statement,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
“conveyed that deliberations are
under way involving all stake-
holders with regard to conclusion
of the Interim Agreements” on at
least two rivers, Teesta and Feni.
‘While it was not very different
from what was said in the joint
statement in 2011, there was one
critical difference. In 2015, the
Chief Minister of West Bengal
visited Bangladesh and participa-

ted in key meetings.

H . Later in the evening,
 Deliberations " noi - said 1o
i . would “make it [Tees-
are on '.o r ta deal] happen.” “We
conclusion of - should not lose hope
. o ’ ever about this deal,”
interim he added.
India, however, ad-
aqreeme“t§ ‘0" dressed another long- -
Watel' Sha"“q standing demand of

its neighbour — to
stop the construction of the Ti-
paimukh . Hydro-Electric Power
Project on the Barak river on the
eastern edge of Bangladesh.
Tipaimukh project
“Prime Minister Modi also
conveyed that the Tipaimukh
project is not likely to be taken
forward in its present form due to
statutory. requirements on the
Indian side, and that India would
not take any unilateral decision
. that may adversely impact Ban-
gladesh,” the statement said. Be-
sides, the statement reiterated
India’s earlier position of not ini-
tiating. “any unilateral decision
on the Himalayan component of
their river-interlinking project
which may affect Bangladesh.”
The two countries signed and
exchanged 22 instruments, in-
cluding four agreements, three
protocols, 14 memoranda of un-
derstanding (MoUs) and one let-
- ter of consent on a range of issues.
Much stress was laid on aug-
menting power generation and
supply. The Palatna project will

reaffirming India’s -
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Bangladesh President Abdul I-Iamzd wzth Przme
Minister Narendra Modi at the presidential reszdence in
Dhaka on Sunday - PHOTO AFP

be operatxona‘l and 100 MW of
power will go to Bangladesh,
while overall sypply will be aug-
mented from 500 to 1,000 MW.
“Both sides welcomed the con-
sensus to evacuate power from
the north-eastern region of India
(Rangia/Rowta) to Muzaffarna-
gar of India through Bangladesh,”
the statement said.

Both sides also claimed to have

. made substantial advance in con-

nectivity. India will get access to
its north-eastern States through
Bangladesh, while Bangladesh

will have access to Nepal and
Bhutan, Moreover, the Bangla-
desh shipping industry will sub-
stantially gain from an agreement
on waterways connectivity. India
has also agreed to “remove all
barriers to ensure unfettered bi-

lateral trade (to)..narrow the

trade imbalance.” India will now
provide a second credit line of $2
billion to ' the neighbouring
country.

I MODI'S DAY IN DHAKA |
EDITORIAL

Suvojit bagchi

DHAKA: The key Opposition
parties of Bangladesh — the
Bangladesh Nationalist party
(BNP) and the Jamaat-e-Isla-
mi— are in aloose alliance, but
have absolutely.diametrically
opposite views of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s Bangla-
desh visit.

" While the BNP thinks that
the visit was “well-intended,”
the Jamaat said that it has only
facilitated “India’s  interest.”
Prime Minister Modi conclud-
ed his trip on Sunday night
with a speech to the civil socie-
ty, where he said that coun-
tries would grow together in
future, “If your neighbour’s
wall is not strong, your wall —
which is adjacent to your
neighbours— will - collapse,
howsoever strong it may be,”
said Mr. Modi. One of the key

'BNP, Jamaat hold différent
views on Modi’s visit

It has only facilitated
India’s interest, says
Jamaat. ...

advisers of BNP A.K. Mahmud
Chowdhury said that he liked

‘Mr. Modi’s speech.“His inten-

tions are noble.”

“We need to look at the big
picture and Mr. Modi has in-
deed come up with a clear vi-
sion. He spoke about
strengthening bi-lateral rela-
tionship, while also focusing
on regional growth in every
sector...this is what the doc-
tors have ordered for Bangla-
desh,” he said.

He refused to put his finger
on any one particular issue —
like water sharing — which has
not met the expectation of
Bangladesh.” “Everyone wants
those things and so do we.”
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Water sharing
not a political
issue: Modi

Dhaka: “I am of the view that
birds, air and water — these
three do not need to have visas
at all,” Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi said on Sunday while
emphasising that the long-
pending Teesta water- sharing
pactshouldnotbe madea politi-
cal issue and be dealt with from
ahumanitarian perspective.

In a public address orga-
nised by Dhaka University,
Modi said he was positive
about finding a solution.

“On the basis of humani-
tarian approach, we should try
and find a solution and I am
sure we will be able to do that
togetherand willbeableto find
ways to resolve it,” Modi said.
The issue had figured promi-
nently during the delegation
level talks Modi had with Ban-
gladesh PM Sheikh Hasina.

Teesta water is crucial for
Bangladesh, especially in the
leanest period from Decem-
ber to March, when the water
flow often temporarily comes
down to less than 1,000 cusecs
from 5,000 cusecs. pT

" Teesta hurdle dampens Bangla

media’s eup

’(‘oz

Dwaipayan.Ghosh
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s maiden
visit to Dhaka hogged the
limelight across Bangla-
deshi media. While TV chan-
nels followed his every move
and dissected his speeches,
most newspapers dedicated
their front pages and edito-
rials tothe visit.

However, amid the eu-
phoria, the politically chal-
lenging solution to the Tees-
ta water crisis found enough
mention, with at least two
papers saying they were
“gaddened” by Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee’s “studied
silence” on the issue.

This was evident on Sat-
urday itself. The Daily Star’s
banner headline read ‘Modi
Flies in Today, Hopes so
High’, while Bengali daily
Prothom Alo hailed ‘A visit
of High Hopes’. On Sunday,
the Star headlined the visit
as the ‘Dawn of a New Era’.
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Ajit Ninan

The Daily Observ-

er chose to look into
the future. Highlight-
ing Modi’s assurance
on a Teesta solution,
its front-page head-
line read: ‘India to
solve Teesta, Feniriv-
er water issue: Modi’.
Prothom Alo wro-
te a long editorial on
the ramifications of
the visit, dwelling on
why it had drawn mo-
re interest than the
one by former PM
Manmohan Singh.
However, there
was a tinge of disap-
pointment in the
manner the Teesta

He is PM Modl’s 1971 Bangladesh
Liberation hero—'V’ for Vajpayee.

Two other issues — Modi’s
«confidence” in finding a
Teestasolution and thenews
of huge investments in Ban-
gladesh by Reliance and the
Adanis — made their way to
thefront page.

problem was not
proactively dis-
cussed. While the
Daily Observer carried a
long story on Sunday about
the drastic fall in the Teesta
water level and how it was af-
fecting the environment, a
Daily Star editorial (‘No
breakthrough in Teesta’)

horla over Modi visit

was more direct: it said the
Bengal CM’s silence on the
matterhad hurt Bangladesh-
is, especially after her prom-
ises in February “Mamata
Banerjee’s assurance in Feb-
ruary this year, during her
last visit, that we should
have faith in her on the Tees-
ta water-sharing deal was a
very positive signal for us
that a seemingly intractable
problem was going to be re-
solved at last. We are disap-
pomted that we heard noth-
ing from her in this regard
till going to press. The reso-
lution seems not likely soon,
primarily because of Pas-
chim Banga’s politics,” the
paper wrote. “While Modi’s
confidence on Teesta is
heartening, it is predicated
on the support of Paschim
Banga. Thus our call to Pas-
chim Banga chief minister
__ riseabove petty party poli-
tics for the sake of good
neighbourliness.” it wrote.
For thefullreport, logon
to www.timesofindia.com
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PRESS TRUST OF Inpia

during the same beriod,”
New Delhi, 7 June

IMD said.
It has categorised
Indig Meteorological Depart- cyclones in varijous degrees,

ment (IMD) is closely mop.-
itoring g depression that
has developed over the Ara-
bian Sea ang js expected to
turn into g “deep depres.
sion”, bringing heavyraing
in Maharashtra, Goa and
Gujarat,

: Such a phenomenon
affects the brogress of mon-
800n, weather experts said.
- IMDis yet to termitasa

“cyclonic storm”, byt : B i ; “But there have been
Skymet, a private weather over east-centra] Arabian Sify further into a deep timeg when it has affected

forecastingagency, hassaid Sea and lay centreg at08:30 depression during next 24 the progress of monsoon,
that the “depression” has  hours IST today, June 7, hours. Strong winds speed [ast year; cyclonic storm
already developed into a about 690 km southwest of reaching4555kmph gusting Nanauk in Arabian Ocean
“deep depression” and is Mumbai, 740 km south- to 65 kmph would prevail  affected the brogress of
rapidly gaining Strength, Southwest of Veraval along and off Maharash- monsoon. It wag Supposed
showingfeatures of a “trop. (Gujaratyang 1230 km south. tra, Konkan and Goa coasts to hit Mumbaj by June 10,

starting with “depression”
and “deep depression”, fol-
lowedby 3 “cyclonic storm”,

“We are monitoring the
brogress of the depression.
It would be difficult to say
if this would affect the
brogress of monsoon. At
times, such batterns help
give more moisture to the
monsoon winds ang helpin
progress.

ical storm”. east of Masirah Island during next 48 hours. Seq butfinallyarrived on June
“Latestsatellite imagery (Oman), condition woulq be rough 15,” said Krishnanand Hos-
and observationg indicate - “It would move north- along and off Maharash- alikar,DeputyDirectorGen

at adepression has formeq northwestwardg and inten- tra, Konkan and Goa coasts eral, IMD.

—_—
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“ Anew dynamic,
isingnotion

“the PM’s otherwise productive Dhaka visit
he atmospherics could ouﬂake

not have been better. .:ommwes - - e
Bangladesh’s PM Sheikh Hasina broke with
protocol to receive Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the airport. West Bengal chief minister
Mamata Banerjee’s flight was declared a VIP one

and Dhaka airspace cleared for it. The substantive partof the

the historic land boundary agreement, putting toresta 41 year-
old dispute and ending the stateless status of 50,000 people in
61 enclaves. The 4,096-km border has long been a thorn inthe
side of relations between the two countries. Another major
step has been in India getting access {0 the ports of Chittagong
and Mongla for its cargo vessels. At present, Indian ships have
to go to Singapore, offload their cargo and then have it sent
back to Bangladesh, an exercise which takes up to 40 days.
With the new development, it will now take a week. But the
more significant aspect is that Chittagong port was developed
by the Chinese initsbidto expand its influence in the region
and as part of its string of pearls strategy.

A slew of economic measures like a $2 billion line of
credit from India and release of more power to Bangladesh
have been reciprocated in the form India-specific SEZs. But
the one outstanding and emotive issue, that of the Teesta
waters-sharing deal, remains elusive. For Mr Modji, thekey to
making this work is in getting Ms Banerjee on board and he
has made every effort to ensure that she is on the same page
as him. In 2011, during then PM Manmohan Singh’s Dhaka
visit, the agreement was scuttled after Ms Banerjee raised
objections. As of now, West Bengal is unable to utilise the
Teesta waters owing to lack of infrastructure for irrigation.
The future of the agreement lies in domestic politich With
the assembly elections in West Bengal next year, itis unlikely
that the PM will push her too hard. However, the Centre may
make some financial concessions to her, and that will make
it easier to get her on board. _

The other important area of cooperation with
Bangladésh is in the field of intelligence sharing about the
insurgent activity in the border areas. Bangladesh has been
tough on any anti-Indian activity being conductedon its soil,
and Mr Modi clearly hapes to build on that. As far as Mr Modi’s
neighbourhood outreach goes, this visit has been one of the
most productive so far.

YQ |

i The Teesta waters treaty remains an irritant in

visit matched the warmth on display with the ratification of
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Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section
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725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated € / 6 /78
Subject: Submission of News C/Ipp/ngs

Ao 815, 7)6 8 6)4 |0ty

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
@ A

stant Director (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &NMember (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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