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STILL AT RISK Few lessons

Living in danger despite 2013 disaster

have been learnt from the deluge
as illegal construction continues
unabated in the Himalayan state

Anupam Trivedi
= anupam.trivedi@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN/RUDRAPRAYAG: In Uttarakhand,
history repeats itself year after year.

Asmany as 18 people have been Killed
so far in the cloudburst this year in the
Pithoragarh and Chamoli districts of the
state, spurring fears of a re-enactment
of the horrifying Kedarnath deluge that
claimed over 5,000 lives three years ago.
Even as rescue teams continue search
operations, more bodies are likely to
be recovered from several villages in
Pithoragarh.

According to the state government, as
many as 160families in the district are hit
by the cloudburst. Over 400 villages in
Uttarakhand were cut off from the district
headquarters, leaving theirresidents with
little hope of rescue inthe likelihood of a
disaster. The Joshimath-Malarinational
highway, which connects the Indo-Sino
border in Chamoli district, has been cut
off at several spots. Fearing the worst,
over 60 families from Asi Ganga valley of
Uttarkashi have migrated to safer places.

The scary part is, this is just the begin-
ning of the monsoon. Uttarakhand’s night-
mare is unlikely to end until the middle
of September:

Many in the western Himalayan state
have fallen prey to flash floods and cloud-
burst-related disasters over the last few
decades. In its 2014 study, the Geological
Survey of India (GSI) had observed that
Uttarakhand is the most landslide-prone
state in the country.

However, the question being asked is:
Did the state government learn anything
from the 2013 flash floods?

Right after the tragedy, Uttarakhand
raised six State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) companies—comprising police-
men trained in rescue work — on the
lines of the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF). While the SDRF is effec-
tive to a degree, it cannot handle massive
disasters on its own. This is why the Army,
Indo-Tibetan Border Police and the NDRF
have also been pressed into relief work.

Retired [AS officer SS Pangti says the
state machinery is yet to gear up for the
challenge of anatural disaster. “Why can't

LONG ROAD TO RECOVERY
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es and 140 small bridges also damaged

a mechanism to ensure advance ration-
ing of food in disaster-prone areas and a
back-up satellite communication system
be put in place?” he questions, adding that
the government should also arrange for
choppers to provide for areas facing a
shortage of food and medicines.

Chief minister Harish Rawat, however,
maintains that there isno cause for worry
because the “government machinery is
quick to respond” in emergencies.

REASONS FOR LANDSLIDES
According to the GSI, about 0.42 mil-

lion sq km or 12.6% of the land in India

is prone to landslides. Of this, nearly

the Kedarnath valley
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drastically in the last
two years. Number
of pilgrims swelled

tourism after the 2013 deluge

0.14 million sq km falls in the North-
West Himalayan region — comprising
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and
Jammu & Kashmir.

“As it is practically impossible to pre-
ventlandslides, the task before the scien-
tists, planners and administrators lies in
the identification of hazard-prone areas
and their zonation in different scales for
preparedness and mitigation,” the report
states.

In Uttarakhand, riverbed quarrying
and frequent blasting for road construc-
tion purposes trigger cracks that cause
landslides during heavy rains and cloud-
bursts. Pithoragarh district magistrate

1,000 cr ciinotedsy e s

this year till the
cloudburst last week

HC Semwal was quoted as saying that
he hasreceived complaints about illegal
quarrying activities in certain villages,
and he would conduct an inquiry after
the present crisis has abated.

RIVERSIDE CONSTRUCTION

While hearing awrit petition on August
26, 2013, the Uttarakhand high court
directed the state government to ensure
that no construction takes place “within
200 metres from the bank of any river in
the state”. But illegal structures continue
to be built, as can be seen at Kedarnath
Valley in Rudraprayag district.

Sample this-a big parking lotis being

m View of the Kedarnath temple
surroundings, which were devastated
due to rain fury in Rudraprayag,
in June. HT FILE

constructed by a private contractor at

Sitapur, near Mandakini river in Kedar

valley Sitapur islocated barely 15 km from

Kedarnath town, where the revered Hindu

shrine is located.

During the June flash floods, the
Mandakiniswelled up and washed away
several hotels, lodges and parkinglots in
the vicinity.

Shockingly, none of the officials - by
their own admission - have prepared any
report on structures coming up near the
river.

Rudraprayag sub-divisional magistrate
CS Chaudhary said he did not receive any
communication regarding the court order
that bans construction activity within the
200-metre periphery of the river bank.

However, urban development minister
Pritam Panwar told HT that state govern-
ment istaking “strict” action against such
structures.

“Enforcement agencies of the develop-
ment authorities ensure that river banks
are not encroached upon. District magis-
trates have been told to ensure that river
beds remain free,” he said.

In Kedarnath, life

is a struggle between
asilent prayer

and constant fear

Anupam Trivedi
m anupam.trivedi@hindustantimes.com

DEHRADUN/RUDRAPRAYAG: Tragedy can
strike in a flash in a mountain state like
Uttarakhand. It did, with vengeance,
in 2013, throwing life out of total gear.

Retired army man Surinder Singh
Negi had spent a substantial amount
of his earnings constructing a house
in Kedarnath's Saimi village, located on
national highway 58 that heads towards
the shrine.

The village had 70 families till the
2013 flashfloods devastated the Valley.
Incidentally, 2013 witnessed one of the
worst floods due to rainfall following
the cloudburst in Kedarnath.

The village tilts towards the
Mandakini river and is identified as
‘khisakta’ or jhukta’.

It had been declared unsafe by the
administration but Negi has nowhere
to move to.

Aspart of Uttarakhand government’s
rehabilitation policy, the administra-
tion identified 861 affected families in
the Kedarnath valley and sanctioned X5
lakhs for the rebuilding of fully dam-
aged houses.

But many like Negi have not been
able to build new homes even as prop-
erty dealers are putting up billboards,
‘affordable plots’ at ‘safer places’ such
as Dehradun.

Three years after the deluge, the
administration has begun identifying
beneficiaries who have taken the money
but have not been able to shift.

“T have failed in identifying a plot
I fear that the district administration
will anytime slap a recovery notice,”
says Negi who continues to live in an
unsafe village. According to the gov-
ernment, there are 239 unsafe villages
but three years after the devastating
flashfloods, it is still to frame a pol-
icy on resettling the inhabitants of
these villages.

THERE ARE 239 UNSAFE
VILLAGES, BUT THREE YEARS
AFTER THE FLASH FLOODS,
THE ADMINISTRATION IS YET
T0 FRAME A RESETTLEMENT
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UNION CHEMICALS and fertilisers minister
Ananth Kumar has stated that companies have
"agreed” to slash maximum retail prices of
non-urea fertilisers like DAP {di-ammonium
phosphate } and MOP {muriate of potash) by
Rs 2,500 to Rs 5,000 per tonne, even as plant-
ings forthe ongoing kharif season have picked
up on the back of a good monsoon.

But it seems that apart from the state-
owned Mational Fertilisers Ltd {NFL) and
Rashtriva Chemicals & Fertilisers {RCF), no
manufacturer is showing anyintent toreduce
prices, as of now. A aross section of fertiliser
firms The Indian Express spoke toruled out any
price cuts, on grounds that the current mar-
gins simply did not allow them to do so.

“Landed costs of imported DAP have, no
doubt, come down by about $50 tobel ow $350
a tonne in the last 3-4 months, But the entire
gain from this Rs 3.400/tonne price decline has
been pocketed by the government,in the form
of subsidy savings,” said a domesticmanufac-
turer, who did not wish to be identified.

For 2016-17, the Centre has fixed the con-
cession/subsidy it pays for DAP, whether im-
ported or locally produced, at Rs 8,945 per
tonne. This is Rs 3,405 less than the Rs 12,350
per tonne concession rate foeed for the previous
fiscal. The fixed subsidy payable on
"10:26:26:0", "12:32:16:0" and “20:20:0: 13"
— popular complex fertilisers containing vary-
ing proportions of nitrogen ( N), phosphorous
{P), potassium{P)and sulphur (5] — has corre-
spondingly been reduced by Rs 1,924, Rs 2,347
and Rs 2,044 per tonne, respectively.

“Neither farmers norcompanies have ben-
efited from falling global prices. We have no
problemwith all the gains accruing tothe gov-
ernment, but it cannot simultaneously also
ask us to slash prices. If the government
wants farmers to benefit, it could have at
least retained the subsidy at the 2015-16
levels and we would have passed that on
through reduced MRPs," the earlier quoted
manufacturer added.

Ananth Kumar, on Monday, daimed that
companies have “agreed"” to cut the MRP for
DAP by Rs 2,500 per tonne and that for MOP by
Rs 5,000 “withimmediate effect”.

“The fact is that we had already cut these
for DAP and NF/NPKS complexes by Rs 1,000
per tonne. The Indian Farmers Fertiliser
Cooperative did it first on May 25 and others
followed suit in June. Indian Potash Lid (IPL),
similarly, reduced MOP prices by Rs 1,000 per
tonne from June 1 and by another Rs4,000 on
June 27. How can we bring down MRPs by a
furtherRs 2,500-5,0007" another industry rep-
resentative pointed out.

According to him, any move to force down
retail prices will “kill” the industry.

At $350 per tonne and 5 per cent basic cus-
toms duty plus stevedoring, bageing, wharfage
and various incidental charges, the costofim-
ported DAP at the port itself comes to nearly
Rs 26,500 per tonne. Adding to these ware-
housing, handling, freight, financing, dealer
margins and selling expenses takes the total
cost to Rs 29,500 or so per tonne. Subtracting
the subsidy of Rs 8,945 would permit compa-
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Non-starter of a cut

Fertiliser makers rule outreduction in DAP rates, despite exhortations from Centre
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nies to sell at Rs 20,500, where they make no
profit or loss. The present MRPs of Rs 22,700-
23,700 enable a decent margin on imported
DAP — provided, of course, firms receive
the subsidy from government on time, which
1sn't the case.

Butthe margins are way lower for domes-
tic manufacturers, who use imported phos-
phoricaadandammonia {047 tonnes of phos-
phoric acid and 0.223 tonnes of ammonia for
produdngonetonne of DAP). At current landed
prices of $600 per tonne for phosphoric aad
and $379pertonne forammonia, the total cost
ofsales — afteradding 5 per cent customs duty;
bagzing, freight, interest, dealer margins and
other expenses — works out to almost Rs
30500 per tonne. Netting out the subsidy of Rs
8,945 translates into a no-profit, no-loss price
of around Rs 21,950, which the exasting MRPs
Justabout cover.

“If MRPs are to be cut further by Rs 2,500
per tonne, it would mean shutting down our
units and ‘Make inIndia’ givingway to'lmport
from China and Saudi Arabia’,” observed a lead-
ing domestic DAP and complex fertiliser maker.

DAP is the country's second most con-
sumed fertiliser after urea. Unlike the latter,
only about 40 per cent ofitis produced domes-
tically and the balance imported. MOP is com-
pleted imported, with about half of it being
used fordirectapplication and the rest for man-
ufacturing NP/NPKS complexes.

“The MRP of DAP could be brought down
only because we managed to get some
phosphoricaad supplers like Israel Chemicals
to reduce their price to $600 per tonne, from
3715 levels during January-March. There are
a few, mainly OCP of Morocco, still unwalling
to supply at $600/tonne,” informed an indus-

A similar situation prevails in MOP, where
IPL successfully negotiated with Belarusian
Fotash Companyto agree to a price of $2.27 per
tonne, cost & freight India, late last month. This
was as opposed to the $290 pertonne price be-

ing charged by others, including Russia's
Uralkali and the American trading consortium

“IPL immediately passed on the benefits
from the lower contracted price. While it is
true farmers have not gained from falling

global prices, the industry is not to blame for
that. If the govemment wants lower MRPs, it
should restore the earlier subsidies or at least

LANDED PRICE OF IMPORTED FERTILISERS* ($ PER TONNE) .~
At $350 per tonne and 5 per cent basic customs duty plus stevedoring, ﬁﬂ-—:ﬁ P
bagging wharfage and various incidental charges, the costof imported e '
DAP at the portitself comesto nearly Rs 26,500 per tonne. . " .
"Costt Freight India W 32731
321.80 376.38
)25 330.38 196.75 33175 f.ll —_— (’D_ :_.i‘___b,'r
132,00 319.75 31780 — {;[)
315.25
315.25 291.00 36795
.7 495 75 fTy source.
26613 266,00
26780
31675 31740 S 314.4
316.25 794,69 25281
271.50
AP L MOP
(o WU 21375 B i
2919 509,65
s i = = = L3 = fa = 0 0 o - =
= 8§ § § & § & 8§ § 8 § § & J
g 5 2 S & £ 5 = g & £ 5

PRODUCTION ANDIMPORTS OF FERTILISERS (LAKH TONNES)

s 225.85
Production — 244 61
Imports — ﬁ"'ﬁ
i : mmm 344
Production 38.22
= N
ports E— (0.08
MOP*
4176
Imports . 3743
NP/NPK COMPLEXES i
Prodcton ey 8379
1291
Imports N cig

"Indiadoes not produce any MOP

SUBSIDY CUT

M For 2016-17, the Centre has fixed the
concession/subsidy it pays for DAP, whether
imported or locally produced, atRs 8945 per
tonne. This is Rs 3,405 lessthan the Rs 12,350
per tonne concession rate fixed for the
previous fiscal.

M At currentlanded prices of $600 per tonne
for phosphoric acid and $379 per tonne for
ammonia, the total cost of sales — after adding
5 per cent customs duty, bagring freight,
interest, dealer margins and other expenses —
works out to almost Rs 30900 per tonne.

B DAPis the second most consumed fertiliser
after urea. Unlike the latter, only about 40 per
centof itis produced domestically

W 2014-15
W 2015-16

do away with the 5 per cent customs duty on
phosphoric addand ammonia, which will also
support Make in India,” the source
pointed out.

Asthings stand, no major DAPand complex
fertiliser company is in any mood to lower
MRPs. NFL and RCF, which have actually agreed
{as government companies, they have little
choice ), are primarily urea manufacturers. The
twocompanies have recently imported about
86,000 tonnes of DAP, which is a fraction of
India's 10 million tonnes annual consumption
ofthis fertiliser. "We saw reports about the gov-
ernment slashing DAP prices by Rs 125 perbag
{of 50 kg, but the dealers here tell us that they
have received no such communication from
the fertiliser companies,” complained Pritam
Singh, a farmerfrom Urlana Khurd, avillage in
Haryana's Panipatdistrict.

His disappointment summed it all.

THE URBAN

Alag only temporary  Missing the boat - yet again
as monsoon catches up

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MEW DELHI,JULY B

SOWING OF kharif crops is lagging behind
last year's levels, according tothe latest data
from the agriculture ministry ason July 1. But
this is likely to change in the coming weeks,
as a deficient monsoon in June has turned
surplus this month,

The southwest monsoon this time
arrived in Kerala almost a week late on
June B. Last month saw the country asa
whole receive an area-weighted rainfall of
1454 mm, whichwas 111 percent below the
‘normal’ long period average (LPA) of 163.6
mm for June.

But there has been a huge turnaround in
the last few days, so much so that the Met
Department’s data now reveals cumulative
rainfall from June 1 to july 6 at 218.2 mm,
which is a surplus of 1.3 percent overthe LPA
of 215.3 mm for this period.

Asmany as 32 out of the country's 36 me-
teorological subdivisions have recorded nor-
mal to excess rainfall. Gujarat and Assam are
the only two major states that have had de-
ficient precipitation so far, while the rest of
the country — including Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Telangana and other areas that
experienced severe droughtlast year — has
had good rains.

Allthisis like Iy to showup in the acreage
numbers within the next couple of weeks.
Last year, the monsoon arrived well in time,
with June, in fact, registered 15.8 per cent
above-LPA rainfall. As a res ult, farmers went
in for early sowings. But as the subsequent
months recorded progressively deficient
rainfall, the sown crop suffered moisture
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stress and yielded a disastrous harvest.

This year, the delayed onset has resulted
in late plantings. Butthatis unlikely to affect
acreages. In all probability, we are going to
se¢ a jump in area sown under all crops, bar-
ring maybe cotton and soyabean. In both
these, there could be diversiontopulsesand
maize on the badk of better expected price
realisations. As of now, a bumper kharif har-
vest is in the offing. And if surplus rains —
courtesy, a LaNina being predicted by most
zlobal weather agencies — help recharge
groundwater levels, we could be lookingto a
good rabi aopaswell

The world has moved to the next level of genetic engineering, while India still stifles GM crop research

RAMKAUNDINYA
KHARIF SOWING PROGRESS AS INDIA MISSED the industrial revolution.
ONJULY 1 [LM{H H E[:TARES} Centunies later, we are still trying tocatch up.
Today's developed nations are benefiaaries
This Last Normal* of that revolution, which deployed modern
year  year science and tech nulug;_y )] man_uﬁa_fturl ng.
Rice 4777 4762 39291 e T I R
- T R e - misconceptions or arguments against new
allhz, _ Bl Si iz W technologies not backed by strong scientific
Coarsegrains 3715 43.72 19893 evidence. This approach laid the foundations
1.Maize 2375 29.77 7350 of their current economic strength.

: The danger today is of history repeating
.Bym 239 660 S036 itself and Indiamissing the boat again, espe-
3.Jowar 309 450 2533 dally in agriculture. An overwhelming ma-
Oilseeds 2871 54.24 18267 Jority of developed — and also developing —
1.Groundnut 816 1518 4379 nations have embraced technologies like

: " ; Genetic Modification {GM ) in crop breeding,
S Bh B 00 Some have embarked upon exploiting its po-
3.5esamum 089 134 1618 tential eveninliving animal species.

Cotton 3059 60.36 12034 India, though, continues toblow hotand

Sugarcane 4438 43.68 5030 cold when it comes to accepting GM tech-

For nology even in agriculture, This, despite the
full season : :

huge success of its first commercially ap-

proved GM trait — Bt cotton, which, within a

decade, made the country the world's largest
cotton producer and doubled its share in
global production of the fibre to 25 percent.

Any GM technology-based product has
to pass through re gulatory approvals, indud-
ing stringent safety and efficacy tests based
on internationally accepted nomms, before its
commercialisation. Recently, the WH O rec-
ommended the use of GM mosquito tech-
nology to combat the global outbreak of the
life-threatening Zika virus. The UK-based
Crertec, which developed this technology, has
partnered with Gangabishan Bhikulal
Investment and Trading Ltd {an associate
companyofMahyco) tointroduce itin India.

Thu, 07 July 2016
epaper. indianexpress. com/c/ 11570056

The technology can, moreover, provide the
tools tocounter even other vector-borne dis-
eases likes dengue and chikungunya.

Ancther recent breakthrough based on
GM technology relates toad dressing bysoso-
mal acid lipase or LAL defiaency, whichleads
toa build-up of fatty material in the liver,
spleen, guts and other important organs. The
breakthrough technology has imvolved de-
veloping a genetically engineered chicken
that produces a protein substance in its e ggs,
which functions in place of the missingfin-
active LAL enzyme. In 2015, the US Food and
Drug Administration approved it as the first
treatment for patients with LAL deficiency.

The USDA, likewise in November, ap-
proved a fast-growing GM salmon developed
by AquaBounty Technologies. This would be
the first ever transgenicanimal to beallowed
to enter the human food chain. The pointto
be noted in all this is that the world has
moved to the next level of geneticengineer-
ing, taking the technology beyond GM aops
that dominated the first two decades of the
biotech revolution.

InIndia, what we are seeing, by contrast,
15 a lot of positive pronouncements in sup-
port of technology adoption in agriculture.
Yet, thereis till date no conduave, consiste nt
and encouraging policy environment on the
ground thatencourages cutting-edge re-
search and innovation in agriculture. The
glaring inconsistendes and policy flip-flops
onapprovals foreven field trials of GM crops
have made it practically impossible for the
agri-biotech industry to take research be-
yond labs and greenhouse areas to test for
safety and efficacy. Government policy, far
from supportive, has been held hostage by a
few groups with presumably vested inter-
ests and most definitely utter disre spect for

the huge money and energy spent by both
private as well as public institutions in de-
veloping GM technology.

The contrast with nations, including
those not sodeveloped, is striking. Indonesia
has approved GM sugarcane incorporating
the drought tolerance trait that enables the
rop to grow with less water. Just imagine
how muchwater we can save in India by us-
ing thistraitin sugarcane or rice cultivation,
Similar is the case with other GM traits like
salinity tolerance and nitrogen use efficiency
{whichwill reduce urea consumption). Why
are these traits notbeing allowed in India?

As a country, we must decide the arops
and the applications where GM technology
can bring benefits. It is not asilver bullet, but
has to be positioned properly inthe interest
of our farmers and consumers. What the
government is currently doing is quite the
opposite — putting further hurdles to in-

creasing research imvestment through pol-
1cy moves like the Cotton Seed Price Control
order that allows fixing of even royalty/trait
fees onGM technologies.

Suchdecisions have cascading effects on
Investment sentiment and perceptions re-
garding “ease of doing business”. Recently,
three large companies wound up their GM
rice research in India, as they saw no future
returns on their investments inan uncertain
policy environment. This comes even asthe
Philippines has,only recently, approved reg-
ulatory guidelines for commerdalisation of
GM crops in a record three months' time,
while our own Biotechnology Regulatory
Authonty of India bill has been lying in cold
storage for the past 12 years.

The lack of an enabling environment for
adoption of GM technology is creating a
global perception of India being alaggard in
agncultural knowhow, which it can ill-afford
in the midst of a serious farm cnisis. Such a
perception has been sharpened ata time
when our biggest global competitor and
neighbour, China, is moving ahead with GM
technology — a fact made most obvious
through the acquisition of a global agri-in-
put and technology giant, Syngenta, by one
of its state-owned companies.

Itis time policymakers take decisions on
cutting-edge technological solutions o
pressing problems based on scence, rather
than irrational emotions. They can at least
pay heed to over a 100 Nobel laureate s who,
have released a signed letter vouching forthe
safety and efficacy of GM technology and its
potential benefits to mankind. The ultimate
losers of not doing so are ordinary Indian
farmers and consumers

{The writeris former diarman of the Association

of Biotech Led Enterprises-Agricultural Croup)
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*Hisiory has been made. It

{the achievement] is going to

find a mention in the Guin-
alss Book of Records as my

goverfiment has completed

| the river-linking project im )
hievethis,

just 320 days. Toac

one needs strong commit-

| ment and vision, which only

my government has » said

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-

:ster N. Chandrababu Naidu,

‘after releasing water through
24 pumps of the Pattiseema
Lift Irrigation project on
Wednesday. |

Pet project

Mir. Naidu asked his oppo-

nents if they were ready to
quit politics as he had kept
his word of linking the Goda-
‘vari and the Krishna by com-
pleting his pet project in “re-
cord time.” -
Addressing a meeting lat-
er, he observed: “When 1

spoke of linking Godavari
and Krishna, everyonc

laughed at me. The Opposi-

M inaugurates Pattiseema proje

-1

AN RECORD TIME’: Andhra Pradesh Chief

— —r———— —

hd !ﬂf: -.'T

Minister

N. Chandrababu Naidu performing pooja after releasing
water from Pattiseema on Wednesday. — PHOTO: AV.G. PRASAD

tion parties challenged me
saying it was impossible. But
today, ] have made it possible.

I am giving Godavari waterto - -

the Krishna delta through

Prakasam barrage.” This was

part of the government’s ac-
tion plan to supply 80 tmcft

of water to the Krishna delta,

he said.
Mr. Naidu said that the

overnment launched work
on the PLI project during
March last year.

Trial run was conducted in
July and August with four

“At present, 30 per cent of
the promised 80 tmcft is be-
ing supplied and the rest will
be covered in a phased man-

ner.” he said.

", fully
time after the Chief Minister
released the water. Thereaf-

Nai Duniya (Rindi)

The Times of Indiz (A)

and documenied ' o
e nied at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section. CWC

ct which was completed in 320 days
. jgeewes | Mr Naidu said the credit
for linking the rivers would

go to the Telugu Desam Party

 government. “The next target

is to link the Penna and the

" Krishna,” the Chief Minister

said. o
All the 24 pumps were kept
operational for some

ter, water continued to be re-

~ leased only through four
 pumps as work on the Polava-
ram Right Canal (PRC) is yet

to be completed at the 66th

km at Ramileru.

Chief Engineer of Pattisee-
ma S Ramesh Babu said that
the four pumps would be 1n

- operation every day, releas-

cusecs of Godavari

water into the Krishna till the

remaining 20 pumps became
fully operational by the end

~ of this year.

Minister for Major Irriga-
tion Devineni Umamaheswa-

ra Rao, and Ministers P Su-

jatha and D. Manikyala Rao
participated in the pro-
gramme along with irrigation
officials.
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Namann Gange’ IS atonement for,. ,53

sin of sullymg the river, says Uma

Sheo S Jaiswal@timesgroup.com

Haridwar: The Narendra
Modi-led government’s am-
bitious ‘Namami Gange’ pro-
ject was formally launched
in Haridwar on Thursday in
a mega event at the Rishikul
grounds here that was atten-
ded by Union minister for
water resources, river deve-
lopment and Ganga rejuve-
nation Uma Bharti, road
transport minister Nitin
Gadkari, tourism and cultu-
re minister Mahesh Sharma
and Uttarakhand chief mini-
ster Harish Rawat.
Foundation stones were la-
id for 231 National Mission for
Clean Ganga (NMCG) projects
worth Rs 1500 crore simultane-
ously at 100 different locations
in five states — Uttarakhand,
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jhark-
hand and West Bengal. These
included construction of se-
wage treatment plants, sewa-
ge pumping stations, ghats
and crematoria, biodiversity
centres and knowledge cent-
res as well as projects for crea-
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The project was launched in Haridwar on Thursday A total of
Rs 20,000 crore had been earmarked for the entire mission

ting awareness about NMCG.
In all, 43 projects worth Rs 250
crore were initiated for Utta-
rakhand; Rs 200 crore was ear-
marked for Bihar, Rs 250 crore
for Jharkhand, Rs 200 crorefor
West Bengal, and approximas-

tely Rs 600 crore for UP.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, Uma Bharti said,

“Ganga 1s perhaps the only
subject on which there is
complete unanimity in the
whole country This boosts
our confidence that the ef-

L

forts being made for its reju-
venation will be a success.”
Theminister added, “Rs 4000
crore had been spent on the
Ganga during the past 29 ye-
ars. The government propo-
ses to spend another Rs 7000
crore on the unfinished pro-

jects to ensure that the mo-

ney does not gowaste.”
Bharti said that a total of
Rs 20,000 crore had been ear-
marked for the entire mission
which will be completed In
three phases. “We are not do-

ing any obligation to Mother
(Ganga, ratherthis is an atone-
ment for the sin we have com-
mitted by polluting her.”
Shefurthersaid that with
the first phase of the mission
getting over by October this
year, the work initiated on the
projects will be visible on the
ground. Sheadded that Nama-
mi Gange did not “suffer from
the deficiencies of the Ganga
mission launched in 1985. Un-
like the earlier mission, the
present one provides for100% :
central funding. There is also :
a three4ier monitoring sy- :
stem in place. In addition, all
states haveagreedtomaketre-
atment of industrial affluent
compulsory throughan Act”.
Lauding Bharti’s efforts,
road transport minister Gad-
karisaidthat steps should al-
so be taken for the “marke-
ting” of Ganga. “If Germany
can sell water of itsrivers in
distant lands, why can
(Ganga water not be made av-
ailable to people in India and
abroad for drinking or other
purposes,” he said.

1"*}13 Modi government > 4

‘Namami Gange Pro-
ject — worth Rs 1,000 crore
and spread across 100 loca-
tions in five states — was
formally 1aunched in Ha-
ridwar on Thursday, with
Union minister for Ganga
rejuvenation Uma Bharati

calling it an

“atonement for

the sin we have commltted

\ljipollutmg her”.P 15 /
. - '
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| et this not go
downthe drain®

' TheGangariver’sbasinisspreadover1ll
states. We can’tafford toloseitatany cost

hen Prime
n. ourtake

Minister Narendra
Modi filed his
nomination as the BJP candidate from
Varanasi before the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, he said he entered the city
because “Maa Ganga” called him. Subsequently, Mr Modi
| promised to clean up theriver. The assurance did not surprise
anyone since theissue of restoring the Ganga to its pristine state
has been one of the favourite preoccupations of all governments
since 1986, when the central government launched the Ganga
Action Plan (GAP). Since then, the State has spent more than
34,000 crore on the river but without any visible improvementin
its condition. On Thursday, Union water resources, river
development and Ganga Rejuvenation minister Uma Bharti
added one more chapter to the 30-year-old Ganga clean-up saga
when her ministry launched 231 projects under the Namami
Gange Programme (NGP)/National Mission for Clean Ganga.
The Centre has earmarked 320,000 crore for the project over the
next five years. It aims to reduce pollution and ensure theriver’s
rejuvenation, and maintain minimum ecological flows in the
river and environmentally sustainable development. Earlier
this week, Ms Bharti said that anew Act would be formulated for
a quick implementation of the programme.

With the Uttar Pradesh assembly elections due in 2017, the
' mission with its 231 projects, ranging from the construction and
modernisation of ghats to afforestation, along the banks of the
9.500-km-long Ganga — part of which runs through Uttar
Pradesh — is certain to add some heft to the BJP’s vikas card.
Plus, no one can discount the emotional connect that exists
hetween Hindus and the river, and any project concerning the
river could impact voters positively. Having said that, itis about
time that the State did everything it can to clean up theriver; its
condition is a national embarrassment. The Centre has shown
| inclination totake a different route than the one taken under the
| GAP. Unlike in the GAP, the sewage treatment plan is more
holistic; private firms have been roped In to maintain and
operate the plants; and importantly, involving people living on
the river’s banks is also on the agenda.
— The Ganga has the largest river basin in India In terms of
catchment area, which constitutes 26% of the country’s land
mass and supports about 43% of its population. The basin 18
spread over 11 states. We cannot afford toloseitatany cost. The

81 6,

Y o sovernment must ensure that this new 100% centrally funded
l:%IJi project does not meet the same fate as the GAP. And for that,
'S Uei

implementation and strict monitoring will be critical.
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New Delhi: The Modi gov-
arnment will on Thursday
commence execution of its

ambitious ‘Namami Gange’.

programme with the launch
of 231 projects relating to
Ganga rejuvenation simulta-
neously at 104 locations
across five river basin states
__ Uttarakhand, Uttar Pra-
desh, Bihar, J harkhand and
West Bengal —and also along
its tributary Yamuna in Ha-
ryanaand Delhi.

These projects, worth
over Rs 2,000 crore, involve
modernisation and redevel-
opment of ‘ohats’ and crema-
toriums, development of
sewage infrastructure, affor-
estation, plantation of me-
dicinal plants, drains, inter-

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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aunch of
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conservati
to ensure clean and free flow
of water in the Ganga.

- «1t is a historic moment.
We will show phase-1of Ganga
cleaning in October 2016, while
ihe second phase will be com-
pleted two years later. The pro-
sramme is entirely funded by
the Centre, but we are working
with cooperation of statescon-
cerned,” water resources min-
ister Uma Bharatisaid.

These projects are in addi-
tion to big projects that involve
the setting up of new sewage
treatment plants (STPs)Invar-
ious cities of UP, Bihar, Jhark-
hand and West Bengal. Ten-
ders for 10 such big projects
will be floated by July 31.

Flanked by transport and
shipping minister Nitin Gad-

N
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112 projects |

he iﬂﬂllgﬁfﬂtﬁ'd at under Namaml
various locations Gange.
in Uttarakhand. UP, programme
mhar,élharkilagci, WI“ be
est Bengai, Haryana p
and Dethi on Thursday S inaugurated
AR at various

The projects involve e P locations
» Modernisation and R Sy in Amroha,
redevelopment of ghats S Bijnor, Hapur,
and crematoriums o Muzaffarnagar,
» Development of | s IS Meerut,
sewage infrastructure A7 such 20 projects 26.proiects | Mathura,
and treatment | projectswillbe ~ will be willbe Allahabad,
» Afforestation, inaugurated at inaugurated inaugurated varanasl,
tree plantation various locations  at various at various Farrukhabad
(medicinal plants) in Dehradun, locations locations ‘?jljd I.(anpl;r
» Pilot drain prgiect Gﬂfh_W&L in North 24 in _Buxa_l‘, IStﬂ(?tS. 0 UP
> Interceptor Tehri Garhwal, Parganas, Vaishali, Remaining
drain project Rudraprayad, " Nadia, South24  Saran, Patng projects In

_ Haridwar and Parganas and and Bhagalpur Jharkhand,
» Trash skimmers chamoli districts ~ Howrah districts  districts Haryana and
> preserving biodiversity | Of Uttarakhand of West Bengal of Bihar Delhi

kari and newly appointed  resources, Vijay Goel and conference here on ‘Wednes-

ministers of state for water

llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllllll

Sanjeev Balyan, at a press

lllllllllllllllllllllll

day, Bharati said her minis-

try would also launch an app

‘technologies.

on Thursday to monitor level
of pollution inthe river.
Gadkari asserted that the

 projects were being launched

after conducting detailed sci-
entific study and would in-
volve useof “bestof the world”
Referring to
‘Moksha Dham’ works, which
velate to construction/ repair
of crematorium located along
the river, Gadkari said the pro-

jects would be implemented

without hurting public senti-
ments attached to the river
even asairand water pollution
is keptunder check.

On the issue of tanneries,
sugar mills, distilleries and
other industrial units In Kan-
pur adding to pollutants in the
river, he said: “The issue has
been studied and the detailed
project reports have been pre-
pared to tackle the same, The
schemes havebeen worked out
with co-operation of states,

taking them into confidence.”
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llegal mining being carried outina Mahendrgarh village. FILE PHOTO

RAVINDER SAINI the BDPO have been asked
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE to ensure strict execution of
NARNAUL (M GARH), JULY 7 Section 144.”

The district administra- He maintained though the

tion has imposed Section  District Task Force had also
144 in villages located been constituted to check
along Krishnawatl and  illegal mining. Sources said
Dohan rivers 1o check ille- prohibitory order had been
gal mining. The prohibito- issued following complaints
ry order will remain in of illegal mining in Digrota,
force for two months. Ushmapur, Rajawaas, Khed-

Deputy Commission San- ki, Badollim Mehramput,
jeev Verma, «wTh curb illegal  Jamnpur, Golva, Bayal,
transportation of minerals Pachanota, Basirpur, Tehla

‘n tractor-trailers, the Min- and Munkundpur villages of
ing Officer, the DDPO and the district.
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! State, neighbours step up efforts

tocurb

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

- CHANDIGARH, JULY 7

To contain pollution in the
Ghaggar river, pollution con-
trol boards of Haryana, Pun-
jab and Himachal Pradesh
have increased the number
of joint sampling points
(JSP) from 18 to 21.

A JSP is a point from

where joint teams of the
three states have been col-
lecting water samples from
Ghaggar to ascertain the
level of pollution.

A last month’s meeting
of the three boards decid-
ed to start joint sampling
at Bhangra, Gwalthai and
Brahmla  villages In
Himachal Pradesh in addi-
tion to 18 points ear-
marked earlier.

This year’s reports show
that near Kakrali village of
Haryana, the level of pollu-
tants in Ghaggar jumped

polluti
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on in Ghaggar C®

.

ingpo

from 4.6 mg to 7.7 m
the discharge of polluted
water, Similarly, near Tiwana
village in Punjab, pollutants
increased from 40 mg to 62
mg. The discharging of pol-
lutants from several points
in both states has been

afte
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fuelling toxins in Ghaggar.
At the meeting in Panchku-
1a, it came to light that efflu-
ents from Barotiwall and
Baddi in Himachal Pradesh
were potential sources of
pollution of Sutle) rivers.
Effluents from Parwanoo

have been causing pollution
in Kaushliya river and
Sukhna Nullah, which ulti-
mately pollutes Ghaggar.
Effluents from Kala Amb are
causing pollution in Ghaggar

‘through Markanda. And in

Una, effluents are being dis-

charged in Swan,; it ultimate-

ly pollutes the Sutlej river.
“During the meeting, the

| Himachal Pradesh State Pol-

lution Control Board said 1t
plans to install a Common
Effluent Treatment Plant
(CETP) at Parwanoo and Kala
Amb to prevent pollution of
Ghaggar,” said an officer of
the Haryana State Pollution
Control Board (HSPCB) on
the condition of anonymity.

SN Roy, chairman of the
HSPCB, said he was
unaware of the details of
the meeting.

. The Chandigarh authori-
ties will also be invited for a

meeting this month.

|
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Flood situation
In Assam

turnsgrim &

+

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Chariali districts.

Guwahati, 7 July The mighty Brahma-

putra isflowingabove the
Heavy rainfall in and danger mark at
around Guwahati last Nematighat in Jorhat,
night inundated all low- Tezpur in Sonitpur and
lying areas of the city, Dhubri town in Dhubri
whereastheoverallflood district, Subansiri river
situation in thestatecon- at Badatighat in Lak-
tinues to be grim. Near- shimpur, Dikhow river
lyonelakhpeopleinseven at Sivasagar, Dhansiri
districts of thestatehave riverat Golaghat townand
been affected inthelatest Numaligarh river in
wave of floods, saidagov- (Golaghatand Jia Bharali

ernment source. river at Sonitpur, added
Unprecedented rains the authorities.
for around three hours Assam chief minister

landed the city dwellers Sarbananda Sonowal has
introubleasvariouslocal- directed the state chief
itiesnamely Nabin Nagar, secretary and other offi-
Anil Nagar, LachitNagar, cers concerned to go the
Bhangagarh, Christian- flood affected areas and
basti, Sorumotoria, Hati- ensure rescue and relief
gaon, Panjabarietcwent operationsand provide all

SR under water. necessary assistance tothe
Some of the play- affected people urgently.
grounds, which were pre- In the wake of the flood

pared by Muslimdevotees in Guwahati, the state
for Thursday’s Namaz authority has already
(pray) on the occasionof reviewed the situation
Id-ul Fitr were also sub- and ordered all senior
merged by therainwater.  officers to ensure that

Meanwhile, the Assam  adequate relief materials
State Disaster Manage- areprovided tothe people.
ment Authority said that It alsodirected all con-
more than 90,000 people cerned district magis-
are reeling under flood tratestobeonthealertand
—= % | waterin300villagesunder keep a vigil on the situa-
Lakshimpur, Dhemaji, tionasthe Metoffice has
| Jorhat, Golaghat, Nagaon, predicted a very heavy
_i MorigaonandBiswanath rainfall in the state.
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At least 160 people have been The country is bracing for this year's | Floods a.nd landslides have foArsztme
killed and 28 others listed missing first typhoon approaching 'the | evacuation of 1.84 m people. p
in 11 provincial regions of China mainland with authorities issuing 56,000 houses have collapsed an

due to heavy rains and floods - wamings for relief preparations . 5,60,500 hectares of crops destroyed
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ed several parts of Guwahati on Thursday,
throwing life out of gear as marooned

residents took shelter on the upper .
fioors of buildings in affected areas. |

Since the Brahmaputra is flowing above the
danger mark, sluice gate at the mouth of
Bharalu river that flows through the city couid
'not be opened to let out stagnant water. As
such, pumps are being used to clear water.

aged their house in the 1ith mile area

along the Assam-Meghalaya boundary.
Their mother and sister were injured. P

—_—

ty.
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‘Almost 30 per cent of our land

undergoing degradation’ ~*

ISRO-led study analysed satellite imageries of the country over an e|ght year period

MADHUMATHI D.S.

BENGALURU: Nearly 30 per cent
per cent of the country’s to-
tal geographical area is un-
dergoing degradation, ac-
cording to a study that
analysed satellite imageries
of the country over an e1ght-
year period.

The degrading area has in-
creased over (.5 per cent to
29.3 million hectares during
the period, as shown by com-
parative remote-sensing sat-
“ellite imageries of the States
for the periods 2003-05 and
2011-13. Desertification in-
creased by 1.16 million hec-
tares (m ha) and stood at
82.64 m ha during 2011-13.

- Action plan

There was high desertifi-
cation and degradation in
Delhij, Tripura, Nagaland, Hi-
machal Pradesh and Mizo-
ram, while Odisha, Telanga-
na, Rajasthan and Uttar
-Pradesh showed some
improvement. |

The ongoing study, initi-

ated by the Ministry of Envi-
ronment, Forests & Climate

Change, was led by the Indi-

an Space Research Organisa-

tion and involved 19 insti-
tutes. ISRO’s Space
Applications Centre re-
leased the findings last

month in the form of a ‘De-

sertification and Land Deg-
radation Atlas’, combining

GIS and remote sensing data.

India has committed itself
to the U.N. Convention on
Combating Desertification
that it would fully stop land
degradation by 2030. The at-
las, adding 68 vulnerable dis-
tricts, would form part of the
country’s action plan to ar-
rest the phenomenon and al-
so be a status report to the

- UN. body, ISRO said. The

SAC had undertaken a simi-
lar study in 2007.

Just nine States together
account for nearly 24 per
cent of desertification; the
other States have less than
one per cent of this land. The
culprit States in that order
are Rajasthan, Maharashtra,

="1|;g ﬂ -r '._:. .l!

CAUSE FOR CONCERN: Desertification and land degradation are
‘major threats to agricultural productivity, says ISRO.

Gu]arat, Jammu & Kashmir,
Karnataka, Jharkhand, Od-
isha, Madhya Pradesh and

‘'Telangana.

Southern State Kerala fig-
ures among northern and
northeastern Stdates where
less than 10 per cent land is

tively greener States of As-

sam, Mizoram, Haryana, Bi-
har, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab
and Arunachal Pradesh.

Water erosion
The bad news is that 3.6

- million ha of productive land

degraded. With it are rela-

are getting lost, while on the
positive side, some land has
been reclaimed and the in-

ten31ty of degradation has
been slowed down in a few
other areas. “Desertification
and land degradation are ma-

~ jor threats to agricultural

productivity in our country.
Combating them is a thrust
area identified [by the
MoEF&CC],” ISRO said.
The main culprit is water
erosion (26 per cent) fol-
lowed by degrading vegeta-
tion (rising slightly nearly
nine per cent) and land or

soil erosion due to wind.

Worrisome trend

Rajendra Hegde, head of
the National Bureau of Soil
Survey and Land Use Plan-
ning, Bengaluru, which part-
nered ISRO in interpreting
the data in three southern
States, afirmed that even a
marginal increase in degrad- -
ed land is a cause for '
concern.

“The definition of desertl-
fication implies it is degrada- -
tion that cannot be reversed
in a lifetime (around 60°
years).”
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Since the Brahmaputra is flowing above the
danger mark, sluice gate at the mouth of

Bharalu river that flows through the city could
not be opened 10 let out stagnant water. As

floors of huildings in affected areas. * stich, pumps are being used 1o clear warer.

Tmteemged siblings were killed m'a

landslide induced by incessant rain dam--
aged thelr house in the 11th mile area
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A motorist and the pillion rider take shelter under an

umbrella on Nrupatunga Road on Wednesday. DH PHOTO

- BENGALURU: It is time to pull

Expect more rain: IMD

mation and the rainfall is be-

out your warm clothes and cause of active southwest
raincoats as the India Meteor-  monsoon. Over the last two
ological Department (IMD) days, there was no rain. But
has forecast more rain. the temperature was near
The city received 7.2 mm normal because of the cloud
rainfall up to 5.30 pm on cover and strong winds.
Wednesday while HAL and The IMD has forecast heavy
Kempegowda International rain over isolated places of
Airportreceived 4.6 mmand  coastal Karnataka, Ghat areas
6.6 mm rainfall. and hilly regions of south inte-
IMD-Bengaluru director rior Karnataka. They have also

(in-charge) Geeta Agnihotri
said there was no system ftor-

forecast intermittent rain in
the city for the next 48 hours.

—t et e
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Scattered rains in parts of national Capital

NEW DELHI, JULY 5
Light scattered rains were
witnessed in some parts of
the national Capital which
kept the temperature within

comfortable levels even as
high humidity caused dis-
comfort to Delhiites.

“The maximum temper-
ature was recorded at

36.5°C while the minimum
temperature settled at
27.9°C, both of which are

normal for this time of the

vear,” said an official of

the Met Department.

The Met has predicted
overcast conditions along
with possibility of rain
for tomorrow.

“The skies will be partly
cloudy. There is likelihood
of rain accompanied by
thunderstorm for tomorrow
in many areas. — PT1
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BENGALURU: Heavy rains
Jashed Kodagu and parts of
Belagavi district on
Wednesday.

Normal life was affected in
Madikeri of Kodagu district
due to torrential rains. While
it rained heavily in Madikeri
and surrounding areas, mod-
erate showers were reported
from Talacauvery, Bhagaman-
dala and Napoklu. Five houses
were damaged in Nagam-
manamedti village following the
collapse of compound wall.
Kootu stream, one the major
source of drinking water to
Kodagu district, is full to the
brim. The water level in Ha-
rangi reservoir has reached
2,848 feet against the maxi-
mum of 2,859 feet.

In the last 24 hours, (£l 8.30
am on Wednesday), Kodagu
district recorded an average
rainfall of 12.81 mm.

Western parts of Khanapur
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Water stagnated in front ofthe V|rupaksha temple |n Hampl Ballarl dlstrlct followmg heavy

rains on Wednesday. (R) The Kootu stream, a major source of water for Kodagu district, is in

spate. DH PHOTOS

taluk in Belagavi district con-
tinued to receive heavy rains,
while rains receded in Khana-
pur town and Belagavi taluk.
There was intermittent rain in
Dharwad.

Hampi and surrounding ar-
eas in Ballari district received
brisk rains for about 30 min-

utes in the noon. Tourists had reservoir (Hosapete) went up
a tough time as water had ac- by three tmc feet. According to

cumulated in the Hampi ruins.

dam authorities, release of wa-

Visitors had to wade through ter from Gajanur damin Shiv-

water for reaching Virupkasha

temple.

Though rains have receded
in the catchment areas, the wa-
ter level in the Tungabhadra

‘ - - m = = =— 'R JE TR @ =1 = = = : e = a - -—- - - [ .
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‘Heavy rainfall batters Kodagu district

amogga district has been push-
ing up levels in the Tungab-
hadra dam. There was only a
drizzle in Shivamogga.

Mysuru city and surround-
ing areas experienced light to
moderate showers. Hassan,
Mandya and Chamarajanagar
remained cloudy throughout
the day with intermittent driz-
zles.

However, the intlow into
KRS dam went up due to heavy
rains in Kodagu region. The |
water level in the dam stood at
88.80 ft on Wednesday. Hema-
vathy dam had 2,884 feet of wa-
ter against the maximum of
2922 feet. The water level in
Kabini dam was 2263.7 feet
against maximum of 2,284 ft.
DH News Service
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the swollen Liujiang River in Liuzhou. arp

Chinese city paralysed
following heavy rain

BEIJING, PTI: Chinese Presi-

- dent Xi Jinping has ordered

the military to deploy more
troops to support fiood con-

- trol and disaster relief in

central China's Wuhan city
which has faced severe
flooding from Yangtze River
following torrential rains.

While praising the role of
military in recent disaster re-
lief in the rain hit areas where
128 people have been killed,
Xi, also chairman of the Cen-
tral Military Commission. the
top military body, ordered to
send more troops to the affect-
ed areas for disaster reljef
based on new flooding situa-
tion.

The rain has led to the col-
lapse of 41,000 houses and

forced the evacuation of more

than 1.34 million people in
Hubei province.

Nearly 6,00,000 people are
In urgent need of basic living

assistance.
Meanwhile, Wuhan, which

“has about 10 million residents,

faced severed flooding follow-
ing days of rain which has
stopped traffic, cut power and
water supplies and trapped
people in their homes in many
parts of the city.

The downpour has caused
severe water logging as local
rivers, lakes and reservoirs
have swollen, leading to closure
of a tunnel across the Yangtze
as well as some subway stations
and underground passages, ac-
cording to local traffic author-
ities, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported.
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Ratnadip Choudhury

GUWAHATI: Floods in Assam
has affected about 1.20 lakh
people across seven dis-
tricts even as incessant rain
continues to fash the state.

While the Brahmaputra is
flowing above danger level in

Neematighat, Tezpur and

Dhubn, the Jia Bharali river is
also flowing above the red
danger mark in Sonitpur and
the Dhansiri was flowing above
danger mark in Numaligarh.
Seven districts in Assam —
Lakhimpur, Dhemaji, Nagaon,
Jorhat, Morigain, Biswanath and
Golaghat are facing flash floods,
official sources told DH.
According to Assam State Dis-
aster Management Authority,
293 villages have been inundat-

l ndustan Times ( Delhi )

C Srggmod s ( ZE )
The Tribune { Chandigarh )

ed, while 84 willages in Majuli
River Island, Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal’s constituency,
are marooned.

In Lakhimpur, 76 villages
have been flooded. About 50
relief camps have also been set
up across the state. As of now,
there are no reports of loss of
lite, official sources said.

Meanwhile, the Indian Army
is closely monitoring the cur-
rent situation and the levels of
rising water in River Brahama-
putra amid reports of the in-
creasing flood threat in the
area. The Regional Meteoro-
logical Centre at Guwahati has
issued a warning on Tuesday
predicting heavy rain at isolat-
ed places in the Northeast In-
dia, particularly in Assam and
Arunachal Pradesh.

DH News Service

Lightning kills 11 in Bihar

At least 11 people were killed in lightning in Bihar in the last
24 hours, DHNS reports from Patna. While three persons
died in Nalanda on Wednesday, eight others were killed
when lightning struck a tree at Chakand in Gaya on Tuesday
evening. This is the second major tragedy in the state in the
last fortnight. On June 22, 57 people were killed and 32 in-
jured in the rain and thunderstorm which lashed the state.
The maximum number of deaths was reported from Bihta,
about 40 km from here, where lightening killed five per-
sons.However, in the last 24 hours, Gaya has been the worst
sufferer. Eight people, all villagers under Chakand police
outpost, were returning home from fields in the evening
when heavy rain lashed the area. They all took shelter under
a tree near a temple when lightning struck, killing all eight

on the spot.
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293 Vlllages 1nundated 84 vﬂlages In Ma]uh River Island marooned

1.2 1akh people affected in Assam floods

NEW DELHI: The Southwest
monsoon has shown a margin-
al rise of 1% with a good
amount of precipitation in sev-
eral parts of the country for the
period between June 1 and July
0, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said.

All regions, barring the east
and Northeast, have started
recording monsoon above nor-
mal. Only the Northeast and
cast India region are currently

witnessing a deficiency.

According to IMD, the coun-
try as a whole received 218.2
mm of rainfall as compared to
215.3 mm, which 1s 1% more
than the normal precipitation
the country receives from June
1to July 6.

In Rajasthan, as the initial
phase of the southwest mon-
soon rematned active over the
state, six districts received

above normal rains (60% or

more) while five deficit (-20 to
-59%), and one scanty (that s -
60% or less) so tar. The state
on the whole has recorded ex-
cess rain so far.

According to IMD, against a
normal average of 76.51 mm
rain between June | and July
5, the state has recorded 98.33
mm precipitation during the
period.

Several parts of the country
recerved varying degrees of

KNEE-DEEP:; Women wade through a flood-affected village in Morigaon, Assam, on Wednesday. F;TI

Monsoon rainfall up by 1% so far

monsoon rain since Tuesday.
Three people were killed and
many were injured in two sep-
arate incidents of lightning
strike in Bihar.

In Uttarakhand’s Chamoli
district, another body was
found on the banks of the Alak-
nanda in Ghat area on Tuesday
night, taking the toll in torren-
tial rain that hit the state on
July 1to 21.
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plea on Modr’s :
'14 poll selfie

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesgroup.com '
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. New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
. urt on Tuesday closed an alle-
. ged poll code breach controver-
. sy sparked by a selfie clicked by
. PM Modi after casting his vote
* in Ahmedabad during the Lok
Sabha polls in 2014.
: AAP worker Nishant Desh-
. dipak Verma had filed a comp-
. laint against Modi for addres-
. sing the media immediately af-
: ter casting his vote and display-
. ing the party’s lotus symbol.
. Verma also alleged that Modi
. had clicked aselfie with the BJP
. symbol and circulated it on So-
' cial media. He said these ac-
tions amounted to canvassing
votes for his party, which was a
violation of the code. Appea-
ringfor Gujarat and Modi, addi-
tional solicitor general Tushar
Mehta said it was a frivolous pe-
tition rightly dismissed by the
trial court and the HC.

DOWNPOUR: Aurangabad on Tuesday got 58

SCjunks AAP - Seqgon’s monsoon
deficit wiped oft

Amit.Bhattacharya
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The monsoon is
set to enter a surplus zone for
the first time this season, with
Indig’s rain deficit coming
down to zeroon Tuesday onthe
back of widespread showersin
north, central and east India.
June had ended with a defi-
citof 11% , although nearly two-
thirds of the country had recei-
ved normal rains during the
month. Monsoon activity had
picked up vigorously by June
28 and the rain rally had conti-
nued since. The first five days
of July have seen a rain sur-
plus of 40%, enough towipe off
the cumulative shortfall of last
month. “We expect the monso-
on to gain a surplus over the
next fewdaysasgood rainfall is
likely over most parts of the co-
untry, with theexceptionof Gu-

jarat and the south interior pg-
: ninsula,” said B P Yadav, direc-

mm rain till 5.30pm, rejuvenating the waterfalls at Ellora caves

tor, India Meteorological De-
partment. Rains have been
deficient in just four out of the
36 meteorological sub-divi-
sions—Saurashtra and Kutch,
Gujarat and two in the northe-
ast, where IMD had predicted
below normal rains this yeatr.

Meteorologically, classical
conditions for good monsoon
rains exist at the moment, a
Met official said. A monsoon
trough—alineof low pressure
running from west to east—1i-
es over Punjab, Haryana, UL,
West Bengal and northeast
Bay of Bengal, witha well-mar-
ked low pressure over east UP
and Bihar. The movement of
this trough, which brings mo-
isture-laden winds from the
Bay of Bengal, regulates mon-
soon rainfall over central, east
and north India. With the line
currently well-defined, the
monsoon is expected to be acti-
ve,over these regions in the co-
ming days.




7/8/2016

epaper

f&caedial

-~

T@= & [

IR, SETETEIG § URIASHTY &

™M

Gmail for Work

Look more professional with
custom Gmail from Google

O0OSO0 e~

alana:‘tﬁmama‘sﬁmmqam 3

SN EIeET alanmﬁeﬁa’lu?%wwaﬁraﬁaﬂ aa’mﬁﬁ:r

#fere | qE EaTee
ﬁﬂqﬁwm%mﬁﬁﬁ

aiferer wfird g2 &1 = T 7
T X W & 1 oI 3
TEufa & | BT et 2T
ST T T off & S|
ZaH I geTa S 58w o
e TS | TR 50 S
W 3ifes @i = fow, sysiifees
SHTHEA AT §U 3ai el foh T
2018 Tk T =Rl e S
HHeT gl

TereH et e oAy : 3
3 78 f w1 o T F Sieifien
TR STeT AT Sl Rl S S
ST | 717 21 17 e o] Gt
iR sireifirer sereal % faers
&I HNATS &l S|

T ¥ T e e s 3
FE 5 3 R Y wa o aw
I I S 3 & feqg T
TR U A T =Tedll & | 7R

dd olee gl

Q JREI3
BRER| g whw wad 3 Fx
TR T Gkt Wit (R §
TS &5 (2FER) T T e
A 1 g fe | e fof wdt
Y fehe o Ot =Rl firdh © g8
foarT =T Wehel €1 9 O Wt %
ST T S el &1 B
aﬁtaﬁmﬁwﬁmﬁfagjﬁ
TEd e § U T
AT S| FET T e I &
I SO S o S Heiae e &
I T T AF T T FE F
7 WE T 911 FE FgH
T T e

TR SR 7§ A 98 55 0%
BIgA 1 F TGN | ST STHEN
Y T % R eEn A H
U R | Rt fe # A
A 3 T e Ik S H GAF
e T E EE @i

7] efarceran | aemredt

IR ) SRR T YR
Y FFF TOR HE ud
T AT feeT 3 T we e
o1 TS o ToTT ShTStt SR I BT
ST 37 1 i |

TEAR & RFHY T T
T T GRS T g A =
T HTE § T o oG 3R FET
T2 T T TS o A R TR
Tehfea & | Tge STehTeft okl
et firem & o g
AT Geheq foran iR Eamed &
I U | Sheel TOH & HEe
A AT T § Tl Tt

aunru Jidl

S| SHep foTU STHE@ T

TG B | I % A e W I R | o e

2 N o : =
ARTURT ¥ THeIR 1 TATE e T 'THIH T BT IHRA B TR

au@zn%lameﬁa
Wy ST

IR /FAEEG | Ufeae
TEMTSE ¥ R =R H3 T
e S EaR T T T aREsT
T AR ) v = #
RO % 84 H1E} o1 Hiediaur
B | 5 geRTETe H A
81 FUS T &1 Al A1
e 3 e T i A de W
10 T = 3 e ITEE
& ST AT |

SETE T 3 T T T T o 3
el it R T S|
ST s A A
S wensit ud Frdwien
TeifEd o €11 32 el R diug
J o7l T W e Sed iR
TS TTE | 3k S THIH Hemd

T o | S 3 3g ATy ¥ e
SRR RaarEtEeTd o | Ry
e A = 3 T A g sl
= & Tl I 5 ey
AR ¥ WA T 8
Ty FRI RS

F iR fasrTa =1 e w9l
S 2, 39 °IE # 9RE & far
TR Y T B | A E
- ¥ U fo 1w 5
2 WE TR W & feu sl %

ST 21 T SR HE 39 E
I ! T TSR w
&I ¢ | I o AR HEBE
AU TeheT o foF o7 ot o |
TR N A ) e € S
FEifi S i Es ®)

EXCLUSIVELY O

| snapdeal I

lnFuE@..

Piowes for fum

bl Ll

http://epaper.livehindustan.com/story.aspx?id=1254876&boxid=126587686&ed_date=2016-07-08&ed_code=1&ed_page=12

@DIGI’I’AL CERTIFIED

17


http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=xa-4b3ae0f8576b8b84
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=COdHPynZ_V4_sIITHogO-5LyICdvivZ5FkPPg1acDwI23ARABIO3t6gNg5cLkg6QOoAH0lNvfA8gBAqkCzTz65ybUTz6oAwHIA8EEqgTTAU_QTsMtuINjMOULZVMjQ1O-sLkno1NuwtB4sUuOGCEK1qUqJIEVcAO2gyL9C9W7gjJopgZIv0-DeKuYWgkRaKKyL_PzxrZpw_WBHSOvj0ToeYt4fUnui3YK4i-F11vuEknR7En6kCc1fPPjkEuMQ3zAiCvR4Ip4nSfu5L4QsSR9CLy1dlKRfKShNxJwu2-cszi8EIDKyz81G0OK-WsD-TMoOwPE8z5wPuTBuMVFEoCQMVcp7KwCyMhMOgOAzRK6ndb5Hj5o4ktWb45_oyb_3CbrBRyIBgGgBgKAB8CNhzioB6a-G9gHAQ&num=1&cid=CAASEuRok6YWvhDFZYRiNECc0pZWLg&sig=AOD64_3MQemKKveQJVkChCjOPBvKnkevjw&client=ca-pub-9466007347039544&adurl=http://pixel.everesttech.net/660/cq%3Fev_sid%3D3%26ev_lx%3Dkwd-21938991%26ev_ln%3Dsmartphone%26ev_pl%3Depaper.livehindustan.com%26ev_crx%3D113619768248%26ev_mt%3D%26ev_n%3Dd%26ev_ltx%3D%26ev_pos%3Dnone%26ev_dvc%3Dc%26ev_dvm%3D%26ev_phy%3D1007751%26ev_loc%3D%26ev_cx%3D414249728%26ev_ax%3D26902440368%26url%3Dhttp://www.snapdeal.com/product/infocus-m370-8gb/685769734109%253Futm_source%253Dearth_exlaunch%2526utm_medium%253Ddisp%2526utm_term%253Del_InFocus_M370%2526utm_campaign%253DInFocus_M370

	1
	2
	40
	9586add3-57c1-487e-8435-120e0df792d9
	e-Paper preview
	scan0001
	वाराणसी, इलाहाबाद में परियोजनाएं शुरू

