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RAIN PAIN IN MUMBALI

continuous showers.

ine hours of
p

Il

ty received
9

1

the day thec




ena accumenied at Bhe

—— + —

GUWAHATI: In signs of easing of
the flood situation in Assam,
floodwaters on Friday re-
ceded and the water levels
of the Brahmaputra and its
tributaries were falling
gradually even as 1.27 lakh
people in ten districts re-
mained affected by the
calamity.
 The Assam State Disaster
Management  Authority
(ASDMA) said with the de-
cline in the population hit by
the deluge, the number of
relief camps has also come
‘down to 44 with 14,398 peo-
ple taking shelter there.
The affected districts are
Jorhat,, Golaghat, Bongai-
gaon, Dhemajl, Barpeta,

Dhubri, Morigaon, Kokraj-

har, Goalpara and Chirang
where 175 villages and 4.75

lakh hectares were affected,

the ASDMA said. |

Nearly three lakh people
were suffering till yesterday
in the 10 districts.

‘The death toll in the cur-
rent wave of floods stood at
34 across the State. |

The Brahmaputra is flow-

—_—r— e —

LIFE GOES ON: A man keeps his shop open in a flooded wllage in Morigaon district of Assam. - PHOTO: RITU RAJ KONWAR

ing above the danger mark
only in Dhubri dlstnct the

- ASDMA added.

In West Bengal, cloudy
sky accompanied by a few

spells of rain helped keep

day temperatures low with

Burdwan recording the
highest rainfall of 27.8 mm
since Thursday morning.

~ paiguri,

The flood situation im-
proved as districts of Dar-
]eelmg, Coochbehar and Jal-
which have been
receiving heavy rains for

several days in many places
in the Terai and plains of
North Bengal, went dry for
the second consecutive day.
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SHIMLA: The Southwest mop-
soon, which was confined to
a few places in the hjl] state,
hit the majority of its dis-
tricts on Friday and resulted
in a big spell of rain in Man-
di, Kullu, Solan, Bilaspur,

Sirmaur and Shimla dis-

tricts. The earlier monsoon

deficiency of around 20per- -

cent 1s being covered now,

said weather department of.

ficials. Transportation and

siderg

marketing of apples . in the
hill state is at its peak but the
heavy rain is causing con-
Ble damage to roads
In some places.

A very heavy downpour

~on Friday afternoon dis-

rupted normal life in the

state 'capital and all other

nearby hill resorts like K-

fri, Mashobara, Naldehra
and Fagu. Rainwater choked
the municipal drajns and it

became difficuylt to even
walk on the. fashionable ‘I
Mall Road, and in Lower Ba-

zaar and other streets of the
town. Vehicular traffic also
came to a standstill on the
circular road as water over-
flowed on roads for a long
time. o

- The massive rainfall low-
ered the temperature by a

few notches and the capital

]

town had a minimum tem-

perature of 17 degrees Celsj-

us today. A number of land-
slips and uprooted trees
were also reported from

various nearby resorts. |

‘residents, said

There was more than 50 mm

~of rain recorded in the town

on Friday. Interestingly, in
spite of heavy rains, Shimla

of drinking water these
days. With a minimum re-
quirement of 42 MLD (mil-

18 facing an acute shortage

lions of litres per day), the

cdpital town is just getting

- 20 MLD of fresh water daily.

The municipal corporation
is having great difficulty in -
supplying water on alter-
nate days to different locali-

ties and suburbs of the

town. The huge quantity of
silt that comes with the rain
and hits water sources is the
main reason for thig disrup-

- tion of fresh water supply to

L.
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Heavy rain pounds sout
central Gu] arat, nine killed

TiMmes News NETWORK

Surat: Nine peoplelost their li-
ves in rain-related incidents in
the state in the past 24 hours
until Tuesday morning after
heavy rain pounded south and
central Gujarat Qistricts, lea-

. L

In south Gujarat, National

Disaster Response Force per-

sonnel rescued 518 people from
Valsad, while Coast Guard air-
lifted 28 peoplefrom the coastal
village of Hanuman Bhagda.
Among the dead, three drow-
ned in Valsad, twoeach in Nav-
sariand Bodeli taluka of Chho-
ta Udepur district, while two
wereelectrocuted in Valsad.
Thousands of passengers
were stranded on railway plat-
forms in Surat, Valsad, Vapi
and Navsari as railway traffic
was severely affected after
tracks between Vapi and Udva-

'
Elt. - - .
- [

.,.-.ra

1!--41

'!l u

l
:-*--LL-P— ' - ) }_.-{ ]
cSihnizl Fziribe (fnﬁ

C s

'*r_.li.f

J

T
£~

83y

A flooded street in Valsad town

da junction got washed away
in heavy rains.

Many talukas of Valsad
district recorded more than

hours. Pardi taluka recorded
3lomm, Vapi 314dmm and Dha-
rampur 348mm of rainfall.
Dang district recorded 275mm
of rainfali on Monday night. .
The Auranga river was flo-

!LJ'"

l\'{i.a- LIGrI:

wing one metre above danger

mark, flooding many areas of

-300mm of rainfall in just eight

be high tides inthe sea. [l

Valsad district, including Vapi
town. The bridge over the Au-
ranga going towards Khergam
was badly damaged in the flo-
ods, sources said, adding that
the situation could worsen in
the coastal areas because it
was Amavasyaand there could

/



HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI: The death toll from
floods sweeping parts of the
country following heavy show-
ers has crossed 300, with Bihar

accounting for 89 deaths followed

by Uttarakhand where at least 73
people are known tohave perished.

Among the other states bat-
tered by floods are Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh
and Punjab.

This year’s rains after two con-
secutive droughts have wrecked
havoc in many states, claiming
lives and destroying property and
standing crops. Lakhs of people
have been displaced with thou-

LANDSLIDES HAVE
KILLED SEVERAL |
PEOPLE, INCLUDING
THREE PILGRIMS WHO
DIED NEAR THE VAISHNG

VATHIAVRAEEITER

sands of houses washed away.
Some 3.4 lakh people have been
affected by the flood waters in
Madhya Pradesh alone.

Among the dead are two girls
in Punjab who were swept away
by flash floods in Udhampur of
Punjab. Landslides triggered by
rains have also killed several
people, including three pilgrims

who died on Friday near the
Vaishno Devi temple in Jammu.

According to Indian
Meteorological Department, the
rainfall in the country till August
6 was 6% more than normal and
was in excess in flood-hit Assam,
Bihar and parts of Uttarakhand.
Rainfall is considered to be in
excess if the region has received
more than 20% of what it normal-
ly received in the last 10 years.

Chhattisgarh, West Bengai,
Odisha and Telengana are among
the state that have received normal
parts of eastern Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand and Sikkim was less
than normal, the weather depart
ment sald

= According to the Indian Meteorological Department, rainfall in the

country tIII August 6 was 6% more than normal.

REUTERS FILE
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NEW DELHI: Rains brought
relief from the humidity in
Delhi on Saturday, with the
maximum temperature set-
tling at 32.8 degrees Celsius,
one notch below the season’s
average, the Met office said.
Some rain is also likely on
Sunday.

A weather official said the
day started off as humid but
the subsequent rains brought
down the temperature.

He added that the Palam
observatory recorded 18.4
mm of rain, Lodhi Road 3mm,
Ridge 2.4 mm while Ayanagar

- —_——— = .. aml oa o § o ——— -

observatory received 17 mm
rain in Delhi between 8.30 a.m.
t0 5.30 p.m.

“Generally cloudy sky
with thunderstorm and rain
1s likely to occur on Sunday”
sald an official of the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD).

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are likely
to hover around 32 and 27
degrees celsius, respectively.

Delhi residents woke up to
a cloudy Saturday morning,
with the minimum tempera-
ture at 29 degrees Celsius, two
notches above the season’s
average, while the humidity
oscillated between 90 and 65%.
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Rain brings down humidity levels on
Saturday, more showrs likel
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= A weather official said though Saturday started off as humid, the

subsequent rain brought down the temperature.
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TIMES News NETWORK

Surat: Many low-lying areas
on the banks of Auranga river
In Valsad wereflooded on Tues-
day amid heavy rains in the
district even as Daman Ganga
was 1n spate, which created a
scare among people living in
and around Vapi town.

Sharad Patel, who lives in a
society on Bandar Road in Val-
sad town, had never expected
flood waters at his doorsteps.
Heavy rains in the catchment
areasof Aurangaandothersin
Dang had swelled the rivers,
bringing many areas of the
town like Bandar Road, Chip-
wad, Kashmirnagar and Baru-
diawad under water

Valsad district collector Re-
mya Mohan said, “We are kee-
pingaclose watch on the water
level in theriver.” The water le-
vel of Auranga river began to
recede by 4 pm.

Meanwhile, a company of
National Disaster Relief Force
(NDRF) got down to work in
Valsad Nagarpalika, Navinag-
r1, Lilapore, Hingraj and Hanu-
man Bhagda and rescued aro-
und 60 people. NDRF also re-
scued 458 people from Dharam-
pur, Vapi and Valsad taluka.

Gunjan Chowkdy in Vapi,
which is located close to Natio-

nal Highway (NH)-8, was un-

People stranded on rooftops in Valsad were rescued by Coast Guard

Met forecasts heavy rains for two days

Ahmedabad: The Meteorological centre- Ahmedabad on
Tuesday issued a warning of heavy to very heavy rainfall in
various parts of the state tiil Thursday. “Heavy to very heavy
rainfall is expected in south, east central and north Gujarat.
Cyclonic circulation over Gujaratregionis causing rains in these

regions,” Jayanta Sarkar, director,

IMD, Ahmedabad, said. TnN

\

der waist deep water in the
morning. Bilkhadi, a creek

passing through Vapi town,

overflowed due to the risingle.’ -

vel inDaman Ganga river and
incessant rains in the district.
Sources said around 10 flo-
od gates of Madhuban Dam
were opened up to 3.5 metre to
release 2.5 lakh cusecs of wa-
ter. The low-lying areas along
the embankment of Daman-

...................

- Dungra,

Ganga river in Vapi, including
Lavacha, Chanod, Vapi GIDC,
Namadh, Chandor,
&tt. werepuit on a high alert.

In Daman, some low-lying
areas like Patalia, Bamanpuja.
Zari, etc. were flooded due to |
the release of water from Magd-
huban Dam.

In Navsari, the Amalsad-
Navsari state highway was clo-
sed after it was flooded.

-------------------------
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Rhinos in Kaziranga caug
between floods and bullets

ENDANGERED Assam’s state animal is fighting a tough battle for survival in the national park

UpalParashar “Flood waters are required
v {etters@hindustantimes.com g | | to sustain life in Kaziranga. But
PUGHT OF THE ONE'HORNED ANIMAL - only when the situation becomes
GUWAHATL: Even as authorities _ . | as grim as it did this year, things
in Assam’s Kaziranga National = PRt Iy ., 3 -” o =, get out of hand,” said Barman.
Park were counting losses from - Q L 5 = Tall promises like latest tech-
the recent floods, afemalerhino .~ ey , o, e nologies to end rhino poaching and
and her calf succumbed to a B o W P stricter punishment for poachers
poacher’s bullets on Wednesday | | i A L, were made by the BJP before this
In the first attack since flood x, T i year’s assembly election in April.
waters submerged over 80% of - 2 o But after assuming power, chief
the 1,055 sq-km park last month, T NS . / minister Sarbananda Sonowal’s
poachers targeted the endangered | " o government hasn’t initiated any
animals at Bagori range and took RS action to fulfill those promises.
away the rhino’s horn. 241 Recovery of huge amount of
Floods claimed 21 other rhinos - Tae . ) unaccounted cash, tiger and deer
and one died after forest officials e\ )\ ot .. Thinos k_'"e‘j by skins and ivory from the residence
fired at it. The figure is higher a Wild animals were rescued from flood i poacl:uers LTI  of a senior forest officer in June
than 2012 when over 600 animals, waters of Kaziranga National Park in ﬁ since 2001_; indicates a possible nexus between
19 rhinos and more than 500 hog Assam. HT FILE 163 killed in poachers, politicians and officials .
deer were killed in floods. | Kaziranga Rhinos in Kaziranga face
On Thursday, another carcass - - threat of bullets from local resi-
of an adult rhinowhichhaddied ~ RHINO POPULATION IN 2016 dents, illegal immigrants who
due to drowning in floods was found Rhinos killed have set up homes inside the park
in the Kohora range of the park. by poachers and also from militant outfits who
The animal’s horn was missing. O sell rhinos horns to buy arms.
The deaths, both due to floods and Rhinos died Forest officials say lack of ade-
poaching, signified how Assam’s due to floods quate funds, manpower crisis and
state animal is fighting a tough bat- old and unreliable weapons and
tle for survival inside Kaziranga, equipment hamper anti-poaching
which houses more than two thirds : : : activities. Some forest guards still
ierievai gl 300 otz mesied | J7 e poncing amsin - e "
“The number of rhino deaths 67 killed 1,200 personnel with Kalashnikovs and M16rifles.
in Kaziranga this year due to “We are stretching ourselves to
floods and poaching is worrying,” the limits to protect the rhino. But
Rathin Barman, deputy director  perceived aphrodisiac qualities. the park. But despitethedevasta- proper motivation and incentives
of Wildlife Trust of India said. A horn weighing 900 gramsto1l tion, floodingof the park isneces- areneeded to boost morale of the
Rhino horns are consumed kg fetches Rs 60-70 lakhs locally  sarytoregeneratethegrasslands forest staff,” Subasish Das, divi-
as medicine in China and other and costs over X1 croreabroad.  and also to fill up the 400 water  sional forest officer of Kaziranga
southeast Asian nations due to its Floodsareananmualfeaturein  bodies located inside the park. park said in April.
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East and northeast Delhi,
however, have seen little rain.
The deficit in east Delhi is 61%
and that in northeast Delhi is
37%. Data show areas such as
the Indira Gandhi International
Ailrport In southwest Delhi and
Ayanagar in south Delhi have
recelved the most rain this year

On July 29, the Safdarjung
observatory in central Delhi
received 4.2 mm of rain, the IGI
airport area received 63.4 mm.

After two successive droughts
In the past two years, India has
witnessed a normal monsoon in
most parts of the country.

This 1s because a weather phe-
nomenon that dries up rain in
the subcontinent known as the
ElNino-a warm ocean current
along the coast of Ecuador and
Peru - has weakened this year.

Brace for rain, /=
traftic chaos ‘£@
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Brace for rain, traffic chaos

2-DAY FORECAST Moderate to heavy showers could unleash nightmare on Delhi-NCR roads

HT Correspondent

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

» [etiers@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Moderate-to-heavy
rainfall forecast across Delhi
over the next 48 hours revived
fears of traffic mayhem, flooded
roads and a nightmare for com-
muters who bore the brunt of
shoddy infrastructure crum-
bling under showers several
times this monsoon.

The India Meteorological
Department’s (IMD) monsoon
forecast said Haryana, Delhi and
Chandigarh could see a down-
pour on Monday and Tuesday
with the southern and western
parts of the Capital predicted to
receive more rainfall.

This is bad news for residents
in the national capital region,
many of whom waded through
waist-deep water and got stuck
1n miles-long traffic snarls when
heavy showers deluged vast
swathes of Delhi and Gurgaon
two weeks ago.

The worst hit in the weather-

JULY 15 AND 16

THIS SEASON SO FAR

Recent spells have brought Delhi and adjoining areas to
their knees and Monday threatens to be no different

108.4mm
Rain received

IMD forecast: Moderate to heavy rain

Iimpact: Delhiites got a taste of the chaos in store. Civic bodies were
caught napping again as water-logged roads triggered massive jqrns

— = mmiEm oy — .. ——

- [rp— = —————

JULY 29 AND 30

IMD forecast: Moderate to heavy rain

impact: Roads leading to Gurgaon were submerged with many forced
to abandon their cars and wade their way to work in knee-deep water

TODAY AND TOMORROW

IMD forecast: Moderate to heavy rain

Light rain: <15mm | Moderate rain: 20-60mm | Heavy raln: >70mm

iInduced havoc was Gurgaon,
where thousands were stranded
without food or water and a sev-
en-hour-long monster traftic jam
saw authorities ask commauters
to avoid the area.

Cars and trucks, ambulances
and school buses backed up for

up to 24 hours in a hair-pulling
drive home. Many abandoned
their cars and waded to drier
areas through knee-deep water.

The frenzied scenes mirrored
a similar nightmare in the sec-
ond week of July, when heavy
downpour deluged many parts

—

77.8mm B
d Rain received ;

70mm
Expected rainfall

of south and west Delhi.

In both cases, the chaos was
triggered by showers chok-
ing storm-water drains that
flooded streets, submerging
vehicles and throwing normal
life out of gear.

For the mess, experts blamed

a rush to build apartments,
malls and office complexes in
the national capital region that
ensured ponds, embankments
and water channels draining the
monsoon runoff vanished in the
last three decades.

But with politicians trad-
ing blame and little progress
on cleaning of the ageing
drains or hacking off encroach-
ments, the city appeared 1ll-
equipped to handle another spell
of heavy rain.

The monsoon this yvear 1s
expected to bring more than
normal rain to most parts of
northwest India, including Delhi
till September, when the season
ends. August is expected to be
wetter than usual.

Delhi has received 396.8mm of
rain — 13% more than normal —
till August 7 but the distribution
has been uneven. South Delhi
has seen 49% more rain than
usual while west Delhi got 30%
more showers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Mumbai: Normal weekday B
life came to a standstill in Mu- ,@ﬂ.__ﬂﬁf:mm%;;"‘ -
mbai, especially the suburbs, e
on Friday morningas very he-
avy rain lashed the city The
Santacruz observatory recor-
ded 126.3mm of rainfall in ba-
rely six hours from 8.30am-
2.30pm, making it the wettest
August day since 2012.
Waterlogging at low lying
areas, compounded with pot-
holed roads and problems in
the suburban train services,
severely disrupted traffic, lea-
ding to harassment for com-
muters, attendance at offices
being hit, schools declaring
holidays and delays in flights.
The intensity of rain sub-
sided by afternoon, but IMD
issued a heavy to very heavy
rainfall warning for the next
24 hours, beginning Friday
evening itself. “The winds
are totally westerly with an

average speed of 40-45kmph (TOD) Schoolchuldren brave a flooded Mumba| street while local trains
due to which fishermanand  are siowed down between Sion and Matunga stations. The Santacruz
port warning was issued. gpervatory recorded 126.3mm of rainfall in barely six hours on Friday,

There is an offshore trough  making it the wettest August day in Mumbai since 2012
from south of Gujarat to so-

uth of Maharashtra. These recently commissioned gistered with the BMC disas-
are typical weather systems stormwater pumping sta- ter management cell by citi-
that are known to enhance tion at Britannia, they were zens -— three from the eas-
rainfall activity” said K S able to clear the waterlog- tern suburbs, 12 from the
. Hosalikar, deputy general, gingatHindmatainDadarin western suburbs and 11 from
. ¢ westernregion,IndiaMeteo- much lesser time as compa-  the island city. At 3.06pm, a
" ! rological Department(IMD). red to earlier years. “We we-  21-year-old man, Moham-
: The heavy rain hit flight re able to clear 10 inches of mad Sayed, fell into a open
schedules as both arrivals water in barely two hours. drain infloodedroad at Sha-
. i and departures were delayed There were203pumpswhich rif Nagar in Govandi. He
[ ¢ by30minutes throughoutthe were in operation,” said ad- wastakento Rajawadihospi-
. ¢ day Early intheday, threear-  ditional municipal commis- tal,butwas declared dead be-
- ¢ riving flights had to go aro- sioner Sanjay Deshmukh. fore admission.

. und due to inclement weat- With railway tracks at There was no significant
her. Jet Airways’ Raipur- Sion, Matungaand Kurlago- rise inthe levels of the lakes
Mumbai flight 9W 378, which  ing under water, the BMC is  that supply water to Mum-
was to land at 11am, hadtobe  mulling asking Central Rail- bai. While five of the seven
diverted to Vadodara. way forthereason. The BMC lakes have overflowed, Upp-

There was a high tide pays the railways for clea- er Vaitarna is less than a
warning of 4.47m at 2.04pm, ning the nullahs prior to metre away from the over-
but, luckily, it did not coincl- monsoon every year. flow mark. The total water
de with the heavy rains. Till Friday afternoon, 26  stock on Friday stood at 13.2
BMC said on account of the tree-fall complaints werere- lakhmillionlitres.
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US Quit Secret
Test Site In
Greenland In 1967

Toronto: Climate change 1is
threatening to expose hazardous
biological, chemical and radioac-
tive waste at an abandoned Cold
War-era base it was presumed
would stay buried forever on the
Greenland ice sheet, new re-
search has warned.

Camp Century, a US military
base built on the Greenland ice
sheet in 1959, doubled as a top-se-

cret sitefor testing thefeasibility of

deploying nuclear missiles from
the Arctic during the Cold War.

- When the camp was decom-
missioned in 1967, its infrastruc-

ture and ‘waste were abandoned.

under the assumption they would
be entombed forever by perpetual
snowfall. “Two generations ago,
people were interring waste in

different areas of the world, and

now climate change is modifying
those sites,” said William Colgan,
a climate and glacier scientist at
York University in Canada.

“Tt’s a new breed of climate
change challenge we have to
think about,” said Colgan.

Climate change has warmed
the Arctic more than any other
region on Earth, and the new re-
search has found that the portion
of the ice sheet covering Camp
Century could start tomeltby the

Iy

&&A*ﬁjg.zw/g_ iihe
=

(FHingi) Wi.P.Chronic

NG £, EJ (rmr;f;i}
incien Netion

(lr inci; et Duniyve (Hindi)
1he Times of Indie
=iz

Getty Imag es/Phntu for representation

L ST e b (L
Akt Wagb o ke g

end of the century If the ice
melts, the camp’s infrastructure,
as well as any remaining biologi-
cal, chemica} and radioactive
waste, could re-enter the environ-
ment and peotentially disrupt

nearby ecosystems, researchers

said. The waste would not remain
encased in ice forever, as was as-

sumed by the US and Denmark.

Determining who is responsible
for cleaning it up could also lead
topolitical disputes, said Colgan.

The researchers took an in-
ventory of the waste at Camp
Century and ran climate model
simulations. They also analysed
historical US army engineering
documents to determine where
and how deep the waste was bur-
jed and howmuch that partof the
ice cap had moved since the 1960s.

They found the waste at Camp
Century covers 55 hectares,
roughly the size of 100 football
fields. They estimate the site con-
tains 200,000 litres of diesel fuel,
enough for a car to circle the
globe 80 times, and 240,000 litres
of waste water, including sewage.

~ Based on building materials
used in the Arctic at the time, the
researchers speculate the site con-
tains polychlorinated biphenyls,
pollutants toxic to human health,
along with an unknown volume of
low-level radioactive coolant from.
the nuclear generator. Camp Cen-
tury’s waste presents anon-trivial
environmental hazard, said Col-
gan. When the ice melts, pollu-
tants may be transported to the
ocean, where they could disrupt
marine ecosystems. pTi
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Nawada village submerged in flood waters of Gandak river in

East Champaran district of Bihar on Saturday. pTi

PATNA, AUGUST 6
With two more deaths report-
ed from Purnea district, the
toll in Bihar floods increased
to 91 today with many areas
in 14 districts still reeling
under inundation in the state.
The Bihar floods have

sffected 33 lakh people in 642

panchayats of 78 blocks of 14
districts of the state, besides
widely damaging crops in dif-
ferent parts of the state.

The disaster management
department said two fresh
deaths were reported from
Purnea taking the toll to 91
from yesterday’s 89 in the
state. Purnea district, which
accounted for maximum
number of deaths, reported
28 deaths followed by Araria
(21), Katihar (15), Supual (8),
Kishanganj (5), Madhepura
(4), Gopalganj (4), Darbhanga
(3), Saharsa Saran and Muzaf-
farpur one each.

Fed by heavy rains in the
Terai region of Nepal, Ganga

river was flowing above dan-
ger mark at various places
including at Kahalgaon in
Bhagalpur district, Ghaghra-
Darauli and Gangpur-Siswan
in Siwan district.

The Kosi was flowing above
danger level at Baltara in
Khagaria and Kursela in Kati-
har, the Department release
said. The 14 flood-affected
districts of the state are
Purnea, Kishanganj, Araria,
Darbhanga, = Madhepura,
Bhagalpur, Katihar, Saharsa,
Supual, Gopalganj, Muzaf-
farpur, East Champaran, West
Champaran and Saran.

The floods have also dam-
aged crops in 2 lakh hectares
of land, the assessment for
which was being made by the
authorities, it said. |

A total of 464 relief camp
are being run in the flood-hit
areas, giving shelter to

3 86,449 people even as 224
medical teams are providing -

their services. — PTI
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eavy rain

AMIR KArRIM TA.NTRAY

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

- JAMMU, AUGUST7
Heavy rain in Jammu plains
since Saturday night left
three persons dead, six
injured and several houses

damaged in Jammu, Kathua

and . Udhampur districts
even as the pilgrimage to
the Amarnath and Vaishno
Devi shrines was suspended
due to inclement weather.
Fatha Chand Batti, 100, of
the Parlathpur area on the

outskirts of Jammu, and

Saif-ud-din and  Dost
‘Muhammad in Sharora
Swardhar area of Doda dis-

trict died when their houses
collapsed during incessant
rain. Three members of a
family in the Jakhbad area
of Kathua district and three

others in Doda district were

injured. A landslide in
Ghordi village of Udham-
pur damaged three houses.

The - Tawi, wluch divides
Jammu city, was hit by flash-
floods and the water level

went above 13 feet. The

Chenab also flowed at 34 feet,
just one foot below the danger
mark, in the Akhnoor area.
Jammu Deputy Commis-
sioner Simrandeep Singh

said: “As the water level in the |

Tawi increased abruptly, peo-
ple living in the low-lying
areas were evacuated to safer

places. Considering heavy

rain in catchment areas, pre-
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A massive Iandshde blocked the Ja mmu—Snnagar nattonal hughway at Khen in Udhampur district.

cautionary measures have
been taken to minimise loss.”

-'The Ujh river in Kathua
district flowed above the

danger mark as flashfloods

hit the area. The Devak river

in Samba district witnessed

ﬂashﬂoods but no loss of life |
or property was reported.

Heavy rain trigged mas-

<:Zve landslides that brieﬂy‘

blocked the 300-km Jam-
mu-Srinagar national high-
way that was later opened
for vehicular traffic.

The traffic on the Jammu-
Udhampur railway line was
also affected as landslides
blocked the track at several
places near the Ramnagar
station in the district.

A flashflood triggered by a
cloudburst hit a remote vil- |
lage in Tral sub-district of
south Kashmir on Sunday
morning even as the Meteo-
rological Department issued
a forecast for week-long
downpour in the Valley.
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HEvillagers had been talk-

ing all morning. There was

some  water Seeping

through the embankment

along the Brahmaputra,
they said, so Ruparam Das, 52, a fisher-
man in Kaivartagaon, avillage inthe river
island of Majuli, decided to check out for
himself. Around 3 pmon July 26, as he
stood in front of the river, a few metres
downstream from his house, he heard a
loud bang. The river had broken through
the embankment, but notwhere he stood.
Instead, the river had torn through the
wall right in frontof his house. His house,
as well as those of his neighbours, Bitul
Das and Babul Das, had vanished. In their
place flowed the Brahmaputra, an angry
and swirling river of mud.

"I have nothing left, no house, no be-
longings. Luckily, my wife and four chil-
dren rushed outa few seconds before this
happened,”says Das, who 15 now among
the 200 villagers at the Bongaon Primary
School that has been converted into a re-
lief camp.

The waters have since receded, but not
before leaving behind a thick sheet of silt
and sand, 10 to 12 feet thick, over hun-
dreds of acres of what used to be fields of
paddy and sugarcane, People in relief
camps such as the one in the Bongaon
school have since left and started repair-
ing their homes. But Ruparam and 10 of
his neighbours have nowhere togo.

The Brahmaputra, oneof the mightiest
rivers in the world, runs through Assam
like a throbbing vein, sustaining lives and
livelihood along its banks. Butevery mon-
soon, the lifeline snaps, breaks all bound-
aries and causes widespread misery to
about 200fthe state's 32 districts.

The Brahmaputra Valley is said to be
one of the most hazard-prone regions of
the country — according to the National
Flood Commission of India (Rashtriya
Barh Ayog), about 32 lakh hectares or
over 40 per cent of the state's land is
flood-prone.

So far, 35 people have lost their lives
to the floods and about 12 lakh people
have been temporarily displaced.
According to the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority, over 40,000
houses have borne the bruntof the floods,
whilethedamage toinfrastructure — em-
bankments, dykes, roads, bridges,
schools, anganwadi centres — runs into
several hundred crores of rupees.

“Whenever we take one step forward
towards development, floods and erosion
push us two steps backwards. While we
spend around Rs 12,000 crore on devel-
opment every year, floods and erosion
cause aloss of about Rs 10,000 annually,”
says Assam Chief Secretary VK Pipersenia,

“Three successive waves of floods that
beganin May have caused huge losses to
the state. While a final assessment of the

epaper aditions

damage is still being worked out, the
Brahmaputra and the Barak (the second
biggest river in the state), together with
their numerous tributaries, have caused
26 breaches in embankments,” says state
Water Resource Minister Keshab Mahanta.

As another flood ravages Assam, dis-
placing hundreds of people and damag-
ing property worthcrores, the question is,
why does the the Brahmaputra spill over
with such alarming frequency?

Experts say the problem begins with
the embankments, the very structures
that are meant to keep the flood waters
away.

Theembankments constructed along
the banksof the Bahmaputra, its 103 trib-
utaries, many of which come down from
Bhutan and Tibet, and the Barak run into
over 4,475 km. Many of these structures,
constructed over a period of 25 to 30 years
based on the 1954 recommendations of
the Rashtriya Barh Ayog, show visible
signs of ageing. “Though embankments
don't have specific life-spans, the ones in
Assamare designed on the basis of flood
dataof15 to 20yearsand are supposedto
remain fit for 25 to 30 years,” says a sen-
ior officer in the state water resource de-
partment.

While natural wear and tear — surface
run-off due to rain and rats digging bur-
rows through the earthen structure —is
one reason, most embankments across
the state are also used as rmads by villagers
who ply motorbikes, bullock-carts, trac-
tors, cars and trucks on them. Hundreds
of families in Majuli and other flood-hit
areas have made these embankments
their homes by building bamboo houses
on them.

The gaping hole in the embankment
wall at Dergaon, an Assembly segmentin
Golaghat district of the state, tells this
story of how the embankment lost the
battle tothe river.

Sitting at his home in Amguri,a village
of Mising tribals in Dergaon that's right
behind the embankment, Bhishma
Kaman, 65, says, "Thewater-level kept ris-
ing since June 25 and we were worried.
The embankment, which was built some
40years ago, had shown signs of seepage
at three or four spots just in front of our
village. We called up theflood control of-
fice and informed them. But even before
the officials could arrive, on July 27, the
river brought down the embankment.”

Luckily for Kaman, the breach hap-
pened near Dainigaon, about two and a
half kilometres from his village. Though
Amguri villagewas spared, others such as
Dainichapori, Lemchapori, Chokial
Nepaligaon, Tayung Gaon, Koilaghat, Na-
bhanga, Birinagaon, Kumoliyachapori,
Khakandaguri, Lengera, Ganmora, Joraguri

Sun, @7 August 2816
epaper. indianexpress. com/c/ 12340982

RECENT FLOODS

Year Districts Population Crop area Breachesin  Villages Houses Human
affected affected damaged embankments affected damaged lives lost
20012 27 2391lakh 9.35lakhhectares 43 4540 38000 110
20014 23 42.03lakh 3.72lakh hectares 40 4446 54,000 b8
2016 2B 36.67lakh 229lakhhectares 26 4,026 42,000 35
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BRAHMAPUTRA, ITS EBBAND FLOW

2,880 km long

(China, 1,625 km; India: 918 km, ot which 240 km in Arunachal
and 670 km in Assam; Bangladesh:337 km)

M 19,830 cubic metres per second is
the average flow discharge at its
mouth, making it the fourth largest
river in terms of flow. Only the
Amazoncarries more water

B Its catchment area is 194,413 sq km

M 402 million tonnes is its mean
annual suspended sediment load

M It has 103 tributaries — 650n the
north bank, 38 on south bank

—all in the Dergaon assembly segment of
Golaghat district — were flooded. But this
year, the villagers were not caught un-
awares. They knew the river had been ris-
ing so they had evacuated a couple of
nights ago.

While it has been raining in different
parts of the state since the first week of
July, experts say the above normal rainfall
in upper Assam and Arunachal Pradesh is
not the only reason for the floods; envi-
ronmental degradation in neighbouring
hill states is part of the problem.

Only the Amazon carries more water
than the Brahmaputra, one of the largest
rivers in the world with an annual flow of
about 573 billion cubic metres at
Jogighopa, close to the Indo-Bangladesh
border. But its waters carry agreat deal of
sediments, raising the riverby about three
metresinplacesand thus reducingits wa-
ter-carrying capacity. Landslides and in-

B The nver is 18 km wide between
Palashbari and Mukalmua, its
maximum width, and 1.2 km wide
at Pandu (Guwahati), where it is at
its slimmest

6,080 sq kmis the area the river
covered in 2006, up from 4,850 sq
km in 1975 and 3,870 sq km in 1928

W 4,275 sq km of land has been lost
to Brahmaputra erosion since 1954

areasing topsoil erosion inthe river's catch-
ment areas, particularly in Arunachal
Pradesh from where come down most of
the Brahmaputra's majortributaries, have
added to the river’s sediments.

As the river rages on, it eats into the
soft alluvial soil of the state, eroding land
along the banks. Arecent study sponsored
by the National Disaster Manage ment
Authority (NDMA ) said the Brahmaputra
had eroded 388 sq kmof landin the state
between 1997 and 2008. According to the
state government, Assam has lost more
than 427 lakh hectares — 74 percent of its
area —toerosion by the Brahmaputraand
its tributaries since 1950. That has made
the Brahmaputra amongthe widestrivers
in the world, more than 15 kmin places.

SinceJuly 24, the Aie, a tributary of the
Brahmaputra that comes down from
Bhutan and flows through Chirang and
Bongaigaon districts, has eroded more

than2 sqkmoflandinChota-Nilibariand
Dababeel villages. “Theriver simply swal-
lowed our land. It was soswiftthat only a
few families could remove the tin sheets,
wooden doors and timber posts of their
houses, apart from a few household items,
What could we have done? You cannot
remove the walls and the floor,” says
Swapan Basumatary, 32, a marginal
farmer who lost three bighas in Chota-
Nilibari and whose family is now lodged
at a relief camp in Subaijhar, Chirang dis-
trict, with 46 other families.

According to the Brahmaputra Board,
deforestation in Assamand its neighbour-
ing states have accelerated the process of
land erosion, According to the Forest
Survey of India Report 2015, Arunachal
Pradesh's forest cover has reduced by 162
sq) km between 2011 and 2015, Assam has
lost 48 sq km of forest cover in the same
period, Meghalaya 71 sq km, and
Nagaland 78 sq km.

“Managing the Brahmaputra is a big
challenge. For instance, while the
Mississippi's catchment is four times the
Brahmaputra, at 700 million tonnes per
annum, Bahmaputra's sediment load is
four times the Mississippi's,” says Anju
Gaur, a water specialist with the World
Bank. Gaur, who was in Guwahati last
week to attend a two-day workshop or-
ganised by the state Department of Water
Resource on floods and erosion, suggested
a few best practices deployed in others
countries to control the damage caused
due toriver floods.

“Constructing reservoirs to hold the
water during the monsoons is one way of
reducing floods. Besides, countries such
as The Netherlands have adopted prac-
tices suchas ‘'room for the river’,a concept
of rejuvenating wetlands that will then
work as a flood cushion,” she says.

Chandan Mahanta of [IT Guwahati
agreesthat rejuvenatingthestate’s 3,500
wetlands is a“brilliant” concept. “Wehave
numerous wetlands which can take off a
major portion of the Brahmaputra's en-
ergy during high floods,” says Mahanta.

The BrahmaputraBoard, in its studies
and master-plans, had suggested, in the
early '80s, the construction of storage
dams upstream of the major tributaries,
which would also help generate power.
But while strong opposition by various
groups has stalled one such project, the
2,000-MW Lower Subansiri project, most
other projects are yet to take off, The
Assam government, meanwhile, has
asked experts to studyif the main channel
of the Brahmaputra can be dredged. One
such attempt made in the late 1970s re-
mained a non-starter though two
dredgers were brought in from abroad.

The floods have dealt the new BJP-led
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As another flood kills 35 and displaces thousands in Assam, SAMUDRA GUPTA KASHYAP travels along the mighty
Brahmaputra to find why this trail of destruction has become an annual ritual

government of Sarbananda Sonowal its
first big challenge. Last week, the state
government got experts from various
agencies, including the World Bank, ADB,
BrahmaputraBoard, and lIT Guwahati, to
take partin the two-day brainstorming
exercise.

“While many states in the country
have been crying for water, Assam has
been suffering from lack of expertise to
control this huge resource,” said Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, duringthe
workshop.

Last week, Sonowal also asked thewa-
ter resource department to set up ‘em-
bankment protection committees of de-
partmental engineers, youth
organisations, NGOs, clubs and socio-cul-
tural organisations to keep an eye on the
embankments and help avert breaches.

The government has carried out rou-
tine relief in the form of distribution of
supplies and providing healthcare to
those in camps. Families of the 35 people
who died in the floods have been given
Rs 4 lakh each.

But unlike his predecessor, Sonowal has
refrained from asking the Centre for finan-
cial aid, something for which he has drawn
alot of flak. "“What is the use asking for funds
and packages in the middle of the floods?
We are making a thorough assessment as
thefloods recede, The Centre 15 sending an
inter-ministerial team. These reports, along
with the recommendations of theexperts,
will helpusinfinding a permanent solution
to the floods,” says Sonowal,

Immediately after the floods of 2014,
which affected over 42 lakh people and
left 68 people dead, the Tarun Gogoi-led
state government had asked for Rs 5,700
crore from the Centre — Rs 3,500 crore to
strengthenembankments, Rs 2,000 crore
for anti-erosion measures and rehabilita-
tion of affected people, and Rs 200 crore
for construction of 5 000 raised platforms
and relief centres.

While successive governments have
failed to come up with a solution to the
state's recurring floods, Pratima Boro be-
lieves she has found a way out. “We will
have to simply learn to live with it,” says
the 67-year-old, sitting outside a shed
alongthe Guwahati-Morigaon state high-
way that has been her home for over 10
days. Pratima is glad her two daughters
are married into families who live in the
Kharghuli hillsinGuwahatiand notinvil-
lages suchastheirs. "The floods comeand
goevery year and some government offi-
cials come, take down our details and go
back. We get a few kilogrammes of rice,
some dal, mustard oil and salt for a few
days. Bythe timewe repair our houseson
ourown, themonsoonisbadkand, with i,
the floods,” she says.

Photo: Dasarath Deka
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Over 300 dead, lakhs displ

HT Correspondent |
s |etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The death toll from
floods sweeping parts of the
country following heavy show-
ers has crossed 300, with Bihar
accounting for 89 deaths followed
by Uttarakhand where at least 73
people are known tohave perished.

Among the other states bat-
tered by floods are Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh
and Punjab.

This year’s rains after two con-
secutive droughts have wrecked
havoc in many states, claiming
lives and destroying property and
standing crops. Lakhs of people
have been displaced with thou-
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sands of houses washed away.
Some 3.4 lakh people have been
affected by the flood waters in
Madhya Pradesh alone,

Among the dead are two girls
in Punjab who were swept away
by flash floods in Udhampur of
Punjab. Landslides triggered by
rains have also killed several
people, iIncluding three pilgrims
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LANDSLIDES HAVE 7 Aﬁho died onFriday near the | L a
KILLED SEVERAL '
PEOPLE, INCLUDING
THREE PILGRIMS WHO
DIED NEAR THE VAISHNO
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Vaishno Devi temple in Jammu. e

According to Indian e I SR
Meteorological Department, the [ S s na BETRNNINEPETE. .
rainfall in the country till August P SREESY 1ON
6 was 6% more than normal and
was in excess in flood-hit Assam,
Bihar and parts of Uttarakhand.
Rainfall is considered to be in
excess if the region has received
more than 20% of what it normal-
ly received in the last 10 years.

Chhattisgarh, West Bengal,
Odisha and Telengana are among
the state that have received normal
rains this year: Rainfall received in
parts of eastern Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand and Sikkim was less
than normal, the weather depart-
ment said.

» According to the Indian Meteorological Department, rainfall in the

country till August 6 was 6% more than normal. REUTERS FILE
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Heavy rains kill 3 in

- AMIR KARIM TANTRAY

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, AUGUST 7
Heavy rain in Jammu plains
since Saturday night left
three persons dead, six
injured and several houses
damaged in Jammu, Kathua
and Udhampur districts
even as the pilgrimage to
the Amarnath and Vaishno
Devi shrines was suspended
due to inclement weather.
Fatha Chand Batti, 100, of
the Parlathpur area on the
~outskirts of Jammu, and
Saif-ud-din  and  Dost
Muhammad in Sharora
Swardhar area of Doda dis-
trict died when their houses
collapsed during incessant
rain. Three members of a
family in the Jakhbad area
of Kathua district and three
others in Doda district were
injured. A landslide
Ghordi village of Udham-
pur damaged three houses.
- The Tawi, which divides
Jammu city, was hit by flash-
floods and the water level
went above 13 feet. The
Chenab also flowed at 34 feet,
Just one foot below the danger
mark, in the Akhnoor area.

Jammy Deputy Commis-

sioner Simrandeep Singh
said: “As the water level in the
Taw1 increased abruptly, peo-
ple living in the low-lying
areas were evacuated to safer
places. Considering heavy
rain in catchment areas, pre-

in

R/ ¥} Thrbaak

t

%ﬁ'ﬁ"‘l’fﬂ(m)

/%Iﬁammu reglo

-* - sive landslides that briefly

cautionary measures have
been taken to minimise loss.”

The Ujh river in Kathua
district flowed above the
danger mark as flashfloods

hit the area. The Devak river
in Samba district witnessed
flashfloods but no loss of life
or property was reported.
Heavy rain trigged mas-

blocked the 300-km Jam-
mu-Srinagar national high-

way that was later opened

for vehicular traffic. |
The traffic on the Jammu-

Udhampur railway line was

also affected as landslides

blocked the track at several
places near the Ramnagar

-station in the district.

A flashflood triggered by a
cloudburst hit a remote wil-
lage 1in Tral sub-district of
south Kashmir on Sunday
morning even as the Meteo-
rological Department issued
a forecast for week-long
downpour in the Valley.
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ARUN SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

ROPAR, AUGUST 7
A low water level in the
reservoirs of Bhakra Dam,
Pong Dam and Thein Dam
has impeded the plans of
the Bhakra Beas Manage-
ment Board (BBMB) to car-
ry out a low-level 1mmspec-
tion of the Bhakra Dam.
This is the second time
when the board has
deferred the inspection.

Last year, the board had
decided to deplete the water
level in the Bhakra and
Pong reservoirs for inspec-
tion in April this year.

However, the partner
states of Punjab, Haryana
and Rajasthan objected to1t,
citing a high demand of
water. The inspection was
carried out only at the Pong
Dam, while this exercise for
Bhakra Dam was deferred
to next year.

The  inspection will
require bringing the level of
the Bhakra Dam reservoir
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to its dead-storage level of
1,462 ft against the maxi-
mum storage capacity of
1,680 ft so that the experts
can check the condition of
the trash racks, penstocks,
river outlets and other sub-
merged installations. Such
an inspection was carried

'
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.....
------

“out three decades ago at the
53 year-old dam. |

As the level in all three
reservoirs is already too
low, the board cannot take
the risk of depleting it at
the Bhakra Dam in April
next year, said a senior
BBMB official. |
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Brace for rain,
trattic chaos

East and northeast Delhi,
however, have seen little rain.
The deficit in east Delhi is 61%
and that in northeast Delhi is
37%. Data show areas such as
the Indira Gandhi International
Airport in southwest Delhi and
Ayanagar in south Delhi have
received the most rain this year.

On July 29, the Safdarjung
observatory in central Delhi

received 4.2 mm of rain, the IGI |

alrport area received 63.4 mm.
After two successive droughts
in the past two years, India has

witnessed a normal monsoon in

most parts of the country.

This is because a weather phe-

nomenon that dries up rain in
the subcontinent known as the
El Nino - a warm ocean current
along the coast of Ecuador and
Peru - has weakened this year:
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Slight 7a

infall in
city, humidity

- climbs to 90 pc

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 6
Slight rainfall occurred 1n

~ parts of the national Capital
' today while the humidity lev-
" e] went up to 90 per cent,

causing discomfort to people.

“The maximum tempera-
ture recorded today was
32.8°C while the minimum
was 29°C,” said an official of
the Met Department.

Traces of rain occurred in
a few parts of the city, with
0.8 mm level of precipita-
tion posted from 8 am to
5:30 pm today. The humidi-
ty level oscillated between

65 and 90 per cent.

The weathgrman has pre-
dicted a generally cloudy”

~ sky, with chances of thun-

dershowers and rainfall
tomorrow. — PTI1
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raffic chaos

2-DAY FORECAST Moderate to heavy showers could unleash nightmare on Delhi-NCR roads

HT Correspondent

. .Igtters@ﬁiﬁdﬁstanﬁmes.cmn

NEW DELHI: Moderate-to-heavy
rainfall forecast across Delhi
over the next 48 hours revived
fears of traffic mayhem, flooded
roads and a nightmare for com-
muters who bore the brunt of
shoddy infrastructure crum-
bling under showers several
times this monsoon.

The India Meteorological
Department’s (IMD) monsoon
forecast said Haryana, Delhi and
Chandigarh could see a down-
pour on Monday and Tuesday
with the southern and western
parts of the Capital predicted to
receive more rainfall.

This is bad news for residents
in the national capital region,
many of whom waded through
waist-deep water and got stuck
in miles-long traffic snarls when
heavy showers deluged vast
swathes of Delhi and Gurgaon
two weeks ago.

The worst hit in the weather-

induced havoc was Gurgaon,
where thousands were stranded
without food or water and a sev-
en-hour-long monster traffic jam
saw authorities ask commuters
to avoid the area.

Cars and trucks, ambulances
and school buses backed up for

THIS SEASON SO FAR

Recent spells have brought Delhi and adjoi_n'ing areas to
their knees and Monday threatens to be no different

JULY 15 AND 16

IMD forecast: Moderate to heavy rain

Impact: Delhiites got a taste of the chaos in store. Civic bodies were
caught napping again as water-logged roads triggered massive jams

108.4mm
Rain received

JULY 29 AND 30

up to 24 hours in a hair-pulling
drive home. Many abandoned
their cars and waded to drier
areas through knee-deep water.

The frenzied scenes mirrored
a similar nightmare in the sec-
ond week of July, when heavy
downpour deluged many parts

IMD forecast: Moderate to heavy rain

impact: Roads leading to Gurgaon were submerged with many forced |
to abandon their cars and wade their way to work in knee-deep water

TODAY AND TOMORROW

IMD forecast: Moderate to heavy rain
Light rain: <15mm | Moderate rain: 20-60mm | Heavy rain: >70mm

77.8mm
Rain received

710mm
Expected rainfall

of south and west Delhi.

In both cases, the chaos was
triggered by showers chok-
ing storm-water drains that
flooded streets, submerging
vehicles and throwing normal
life out of gear.

For the mess, experts blamed

a rush to build apartments,
malls and office complexes in
the national capital region that
ensured ponds, embankments
and water channels draining the
monsoon runoff vanished inthe
last three decades.

But with politicians trad-
ing blame and little progress
on cleaning of the ageing
drains or hacking off encroach-
ments, the city appeared ill-
equipped to handle another spell
of heavy rain.

The monsoon this year 1s
expected to bring more than
normal rain to most parts of
northwest India, including Delhi
till September, when the season
ends. August is expected to be
wetter than usual.

Delhi has received 396.8mm of
rain— 13% more than normal —
till August 7 but the distribution
has been uneven. South Delhi
has seen 49% more rain than
usual while west Delhi got 30%
more showers.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Flood situation
in Bihar grim,
toll climbs to 91

Nawada village submerged in flood waters of Gandak river in
East Champaran district of Bihar on Saturday. i

—_ - _—— —_

PATNA, AUGUST 6

With two more deaths report-
ed from Purnea district, the
toll in Bihar floods mncreased
to 91 today with many areas
in 14 districts still reeling
under inundation in the state.

The Bihar floods have
affected 33 lakh people n 642
panchayats of 78 blocks of 14
districts of the state, besides
widely damaging crops in daf-
ferent parts of the state.

The disaster management
department said two fresh
deaths were reported from
Purnea taking the toll to 91
from yesterday’s 89 in the
state. Purnea district, which
accounted for maximum
number of deaths, reported
28 deaths followed by Araria
(21), Katihar (15), Supual (8),
Kishanganj (5), Madhepura
(4), Gopalganj (4), Darbhanga
(3), Saharsa Saran and Muzaf-
farpur one each.

Fed by heavy rains in the
Terai region of Nepal, Ganga

-— et ) — i —— — h ——

river was flowing above dan-
ger mark at various places
including at Kahalgaon in
Bhagalpur district, Ghaghra-
Parauli and Gangpur-Siswan
in Siwan disfrict.

The Kosi was flowing above
danger level at Baltara in
Khagaria and Kursela in Kati-
har, the Department release
said. The 14 flood-affected
districts of the state are

- Purnea, Kishangan], Araria,

Darbhanga, Madhepura,
Bhagalpur, Katihar, Saharsa,
Supual, Gopalganj, Muzaf-
farpur, East Champaran, West
Champaran and Saran.

The floods have also dam-
aged crops in 2 lakh hectares
of land, the assessment for
which was being made by the
authorities, it said.

A total of 464 relief camps
are being run in the flood-hit
areas, giving shelter to
3,86,449 people even as 224
medical teams are providing
their services. — PT1
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Flood-like situation in Nurpur s Indora

RAnv MAHA]AN

NURPUR, AUGUST6
The torrential rain, which
‘has been lashing Indora
and mand area since Friday
night, has created flood-like
situation, disrupting nor-
mal life of the people.
Railway tracks at Kan-
dror1 were submerged
which resulted into the sus-
pension of rail traffic on the
Pathankot-Jalandhar sec-
tion from 10 am to 3 pm.
The power supply in most
parts of the area has been
affected due to falling of
electricity poles and trees.
The rainwater entered

- houses and shops of loéals._

* The submerged rail tracks on the Jalandhar-Pathankot section
- at Kandrori on Saturday. Photo by writer

of the local NDRF for
relief and rescue operation

The administration has

requisitioned the services 1nthe mand area.

\

As per information, Dhus-
s1 ‘Bandh, raised by the
Army two years ago on the
Chhonch khud, was
washed away following
which flood water entered
the houses at Shekhupura
and Kandrori villages.

In some houses, the water
level was at 4 or 5 feet. The
flood water also damaged
maize and paddy crops.
According to an estimate,
70 villages have been cut off
due to damage of road.

Malot Bridge on the
Mohatli-Pathankot-Indora
road was damaged and the
Public Works Department
has closed this road.
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d, but réservoirs still not full
VIBHA SHARMA ) The IMD has retained its fore-
Er e ARM From a dismal 15 pc storage recorded m]une end, cast of an aboveaverage mon.
NEW DELHI, AUGUST5 ~ thetotal water storage available in 91 major soon this season, keeping high
The Northwest — comprising hopes of good agriculture out-
Purijab, Haryana, Himacha, ES€TVOIrS in the country till August 4 was D, both dting sy oo

Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-
mir, Uttarakhand, Uttar

71.556 BEM — 45 pc of their total storage capacity

winter — factors which viould
boost income and - economy

Pradesh and Rajasthan — assure the situation " has The current storage is 96 per after a dry spell of two years.
has recorded 26 per cent “improved significantly” and  cent of that recorded in the Meanwhile, states having.
excess rain so far this season, will “further improve” as the corresponding period last vear,  better storage than last year

“butthe water storagelevels in

key reservoirs continues to
be less than the correspon-
ding period last year. The lat-
est government data shows it

1s even less than the average .

storage of the past 10 years in
the same period.

S0 far, the country has regis-

tered one per cent excess rain
and the Northwest five per
cent. For the week ending
August 3, countrywide rain
was SiX per cent above average.

Government functionaries

season progresses.  “Good
rains have already resulted in
an increase in the level of
many reservorrs. They will fur-
ther increase as it is still time
before the four-month season
ends,” they say:

From a dismal 15 per cent
storage recorded in June-end,
the total water storage available
in 91 major reservoirs in the

country for the week ending

August 4 is 71.556 billion cubic
meter (BCM) — 45 per cent of

their total storage capacity.

In the northern region,
which includes six reservoirs
of Himachal Pradesh, Punjab
and Rajasthan, the situation is
less encouraging. With a total
live storage capacity of 18.01
BCM, they are currently hav-
Ing a live storage of 8.41 BCM.
which is 47 per cent of their
total live storage capacity. The
storage during corresponding
period last year was 80 per cent
and average storage in the
past 10 years in the same peri-
od was 54 per cent.

for corresponding period are
Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana. Those with equal
storage as compared to last
year in the same period are
Karnataka and Kerala. The
ones with lesser storage than

last year for corresponding
period are Himachal Pradesh,

ra, Gujarat, Uttar Pradeshf
Uttarakhand, Chhattisgarh
and Tamil Nadu.
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SHIV KUMAR

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

MUMBAI, AUGUST5

Heavy rains disrupted rail
and road traffic and caused
flight delays in- Mumbai
this morning.

According to police and fire
officials, heavy water-log ging
in Central Mumbai reduced
traffic to a crawl. While the
suburban section of the West-
ern Railway reported a 10-15
minute delay in train servic-
es, the Central Railway serv-
;ces were thrown out of gear
ag water levels rose above
train tracks.

Central Railway officials

L]

said many services were cail-
celled till noon, though servic-
es limped back to normal later

‘Bridge collapse: 3m0fe-ies.s_ t
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. road traffic disrupted
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® Three more bodies were on

asincessant rain hampered the search operations launched after

_two buses and some private vehicles were SW

spt away following

collapse of  Britshera bridge fiear Mafiad in Raigad district

= With this, the total nun‘xberfeafr:ie‘::ea:sediﬂ'ﬁhe mishap

hes gone upto17

= “Til last night we had fished out 14 bodies. The search teams this

morning have spotted thé_ﬂr_ee_emoree;b&dies,f’-..Ra-lgad-_ .

Superintendent of Police Sanjay Pa
‘tofishoutthe thvee bodies." Pt .

i1 the afternoon as the rains
took a breather.

«The suburban services on
Up and Down slow lines
have been suspended
between Chhatrapatl Shiva-
ji Terminus (CST) and

Thane due 10 waterlogging
at Sion, Masjid and Sand-

hurst Road stations because

of continuous heavy rain,” a
Central Railway spokesman
said in the morning.
Low-lying areas in central
Mumbai like the Hindmata

Cinema and Gandhi Market

in Sion saw knee-deep water
despite the civic authorities’

hest efforts to pump out

edi“mer + water into sea. Important
Friday spotted in the Saviti river even

commercial areas of the city
like the Bandra Kurla Com-
plex also reported heavy
flooding, police and fire offi-
cials said.

According to the state gov-
ernment, heavy rains were
reported from other parts of
Maharashtra with the Mah-
ableshwar hill station receiv-
ing a record 160 mm of rain-
fall in 24 hours.

The authorities in Thane
district today asked people
at the foothills of the Parsik
and Belapur hilis to moVve
away, fearing a landslide.
These areas had reported
falling rocks 1n the past,
sources said.
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Mumbai Now
Has 81% Of
Annual Stock

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: The city’s cup of
joy overflows. For the first ti-
me, three lakes providing po-
table water to Mumbai over-
flowed within 24 hours on Tu-
esday morning, taking total
supplies availableto11.89lakh
million litres. This is roughly
81% of the water required by
thecityina year.

BMC officials said the
monsoon has proved to be mo-
re than bountiful for all the la-
kKes and reservoirs which feed
the city. There are seven of
them and they need to have

~-5tan Timeg ( Delhi )
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Water way to 93' 3 of city’s
big lakes overﬂow in 24 hrs
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Vihar
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14.37lakh million litres by Sep-
tember 30 so there are no cuts
the rest of the year. The city
consumes 3,750 million litres
of water every day.

Sofar four lakes supplying

e
~~— @ Lakes

The Assam Trip,,
. The Times of India

The Telegraph ( Kolkata }
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FILLED TO W Full Supply Level
THE BRIM B Level on August 2

I 163.2m
I 163.2m

B 139.2m
I 139.3m

Modak ]
Sagar

‘L0 Tulsi {

with a 20% water cut till last
month due to poor rains in
2015. Even in 2014, the monso-

have overflowed, of whichthe '
smaller two, Tulsi and Vihar,
are located within city limits.

Modak Sagar and Tansa be- onhad picked up late.
gan overflowingon Monday.
Mumbaikars struggled »3 more near-full,P6
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Friday Was Wettest August Day

In Five Years: Weather Bureau

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

ormal weekdav lite
came to a standstill
~Inthecity, especial-
v lv the suburbs, on
Friday morning as
vory heavy rain lashed Mum-
bat. The Santacruz observato-
yvrecorded 126.3mmof rainfall
n barely six hours from
3.30am-2.30pn1. making 1t the
wettest Augustday sotarinthe
clty infive vears. .
Waterlogging at low-lying
areas. compounded with pot-
holed roads and probhiems 1n
thesuburban train services, se-
verely disrupted traffic, lead-
ing to harassment for commu-
ters, attendanceat oftfices being
hit, schools declaring holidays
and delays intlights.
The IMD has torecast inter-
mittentrainor showers for Sat-
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The heavy rain hit flight sc-
hedulesasbotharrivalsandde-
partures were delaved by 30
minutes throughout the day
Early in the day, three arriving
flights had to go around due to
inclement weather. Jet Airwa-
yvs Raipur-Mumbal flight 9OW
378, which was to land at 11am,
had tobediverted to Vadodara.

Therewasahightidewarn-
mg of 4.47m at 2.04pm, but,
luckily; 1t did not coincide with
the heavy rains. BMC said on
account of the recently com-
missioned stormwater pump-
Ing station at Britanma, they
were able to clear the waterlog-
oing at Hindmata in Dadar in
much lesser time as compared
to earlier years. "We were able
to clear 10 Inches of water 1In
barely two hours. There were
203 pumps which were 1n oper-
ation,” said additional munici-
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A biker drags his two-wheeler through the flooded King's Circle area
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urday and heavy ramn in some
areas. UThe winds are totally
wosterly with an average speed
ol 10-dokmphduetowhichfish-
Sriman and port warning was
lsstied. There 1s an offshore
trough tfromsouthof Gujaratto
south of Maharashtra. These
Are typiecal weather systems
hat are Known to enhance
rantailactivity, " said KS Hosa-
Lkar deputy general, western
cegion, India Meteorological
Departinent.

AccordingtothelMD. ramnt-
all  recorded from 8.30am
o.oupm by the Santacruz ob-
servatory was 128.9mm, show-
g a clearing tapering oft ot
the rain since atternoon; there
Wias 110 1nerease 1 ramntall re-
corded atter 5.30pm. The Cola-
ha observatory recorded only
22 4mm rapdatl tfrom 8.30am-
8.30pm. The automatic weath-
or stations of the BMC record-
ed ramtall above 100mm be-
tween gam and dpm i Dadar,
Matunga, Sion, Vikhroli, Deo-
nar, Kurla. Andheri, Bandra,
Khar Santacruz. Wadala and
Worll.

pal commissioner  Sanjay
Deshmukh.

Withrailway tracksat Sion,
Matunga and Kurla goimmg un-
der water, the BMC 1s mulling
asking Central Railway for the
reason. The BMC pays the rail-
ways for cleaning the nullahs
Prior to Monsoon every vear.

Till Friday afternoon, 26
tree-tall complaints were regis-
tered with the BMC disaster
management cell by citizens-
- -three from the eastern sub-
urbs. 12 from the western sub-
urbs and 1 trom the island city:
At 3.06pm, a 21-vear-old man,
Mohammad Saved, fell into a
open drain in flooded road at
Sharit Nagar in Govandil. He
was taken to Rajawadi hospi-
tal. but was declared dead be-
fore admission.

There was no significant
rise 1n the levels of the lakes
that supply water to Mumbai.
While five of the seven lakes
have gvertlowed, Upper Vaitar-
na 1s less than a metre away
fromtheovertlow mark. Theto-
tal water stock on Friday stood
at 13.2 lakh million Iitres.



Severe snarls on

both highways,

Eastern Freeway

Took 4 Hours To
Reach SoBo From
Dindoshi, Says
MLA In Assembly

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The torrential
downpour on Friday flooded
roads and led to severe traffic
snarls across the city Moto-
rists were stuck in their vehi-
cles for hours as both Eastern
and Western Express Highwa-
ys, Eastern Freeway and Jo-
geshwari-Vikhroli Link Road
saw bumper-to-bumper traf-
fic. Worst were parts of Sion,
King’s Circle, Hindmata in Da-
dar and Kurla.

“I left Borivli at 9am and
hadn’t reached my office at
BKC even by 11.40am via WEH
in my car,” tweeted a female
motorist. Another motorist sa-
1d he took two-and-a-half ho-
urs to reach CST from Tha-
ne—the journey shouyld usu-
ally takeless than an hour

Raising the issue of potho-
les on the two express highwa-
ys in the assembly, Shiv Sena
MIA Sunil Prabhusaid it took
him four hours to travel from
Dindosht to south Mumbai on
Friday. “The public works de-
partment must explain the
presence of potholes,” Prabhu
demanded.

As several areas got water-
logged, additional traffic poli-
ce personnel were deputed on
the road to monitor the situa-
tion and divert traffic. “The lo-
cations that were badly affec-
ted were Ram Nagar subway
near Vakola, D N Nagar in
Andheri (W), Parel TT, King'’s
Circle Junction, Mukhyadhy-
apak Bhavan at Sion and the
Kurla-Kamaniarea near Phoe-
nix Mall,” said a statement is-
stied by the traffic police.

Even BEST buses had a to-
ugh time ferrying passengers
through these areas. By after-
noon, it diverted buses from 11
water-logged spots and more
than 40 bus routes were chang-
ed to ensure that the vehicles
were not stranded. This incon-
venlenced many commuters,
mainly those in the low-lying

Surge pnces and taxi
refusals add to agony

cores of commuters stranded

due tounavailability of trains,
taxis, autorickshaws and poor
frequency of buses opted for
Uber and Ola cabs, onlyto be
disappointed. Surge pricingcame
into play and wentas highas 3X
(three times the usual rate)
during the day. Eventhe share
prices jumped, complained
passengers.

A commuter from Thane said
the Ola Share rate fromThane to
CSTwasRs 661 (usuallyRs
300-350), while the cheapest Uber
fare was Rs 750 (Rs 450-500).
Sources inaggregator firms said
demand was high during the
heavy rains, so the surge pricing.
“Incertain situations like strikes
or heavy rains and water-logging,
there couid be fewer cabs onthe
road, whichis why we have surge
pricing to get more drivers,” said
an official with an aggregator.

Refusais by taxis and autos
were rampant. At places,
particularily atlong-distance train
terminals, they agreedto ply only
at steep fixed rates. — Somit Sen

areas. The BEST operated 26
extra buses due to heavy rains
onlgroutes.

The south-bound entry to
Dahisar toll booth was jam-
med as early as 8am as trucks,
that refused to ply inthe down-
pour, blocked the road. Slow-
moving tratfic was reported
on Gokhale Road at Dadar to-
wards Sena Bhavan, on Santa-
cruz-Chembur Link Road
from Tilak flyover towards
BKC Road and on Andheri-
(Ghatkopar Road near Asalpha
towards Sakinaka Metro sta-
tion. Massive congestion was
reported at Mith Chowky
junction in Malad, Larsen &
Toubro to Seepz, Bandra-Wor-
11Sea Link, Wadala bridge and
Mahalaxmi. Snarls were also
reported from Haji Ali to Worli
Naka, S V Road at Andheri,
L.BS Marg, Andheri-Kuria Ro-
ad from JB Nagar towards Ma-
rolNaka, Bandra(E)toMahim
Causeway, Dr Ambedkar Road
towards Dadar TT, Wadala to
Matunga from Lijjat Papad
signal and Sion Circle.
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- Sion Road No 24,
Pratiksha Nagar, Hindmata,
King’s Circle, Mahalaxmi,
Byculla, Ghatkopar (East),
Kherwadi in Bandra
(East), Khar

» 203 pumps were put in
operation. Storm water
pumping stations at
Cleveland Bunder and
Lovegrove (both in Worli),
Britannia Outfall on Reay
Road, Irla in Juhu, and Haji
Ali were put in operation

| St iy =5 Reported by citizens
| 8am-4pm. Recorded by BMC’s THISYEAR | ; E“ [ ;
automatic weather stations ‘ 3 3 6 Repaired by BMC
F-North* Som e T T 148 (o f e R
Worli S 1027 Sincestartof [, } bO
" Wadala O 102.6 monsoon Yet to be filled
| Andheri | 1115 SREAY P Western Eastern
~ Bandra S 16208 Island suburbs | suburbs.
' Santacruz e 1041 city'786 965 616
.f Kurla T 1344 LAST YEAR  From start
~ Deonar L "} 7/ of monsoon
Vikhroli o Lo f ‘{Ef) 10 August 5
“Ward comprises King's Circle, Matunga and Dadar | HOW TO COMPLAIN
o Website Phone | 1292, 1293 (tol!-free),
TOREC 7 intermittent rain or showers very likely in megm.gov.in - 22691293 (MTNL)
City and suburbs. Heavy to very heavy rain in some areas Cefiphone app  BMC expected to attend to
MCGM 24X7 complaints within 48 hours
In 24-hour period till 6am, August 5. iInmm | ' AL WATT = K il : «;;
Lake BT Tl As of August 5. In lakh million litres 9138
T — MR L i & * {}/ {
Modak Sagar | 454 6.3 2016 2015 e ¥,
Tansa| 404 32 13.2 - | £
Vihar| 186 34 ‘ B 8.6 of Mumbai’s
Tulsi| 55 0 14.5 o annual water
Upper Vaitarna| 43 17 | Annualaverage 14, sl Supply has already
Bhatsa 34 4 | Thisisthe combined water stock »w#fg been accumulated
Middle Vaitarna| 418 4 | reservoirs should have by September 30 by reservoirs

Complaints registered
with BMC’s disaster
management cell

Western ¢ |
Suburbs
L Island city
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CORRESPONDENT

BARPETA, Aug4: The recent floods
have damaged the backbone of educa-
tional infrastructure 1in Barpeta district

affecting more than 800 schools. Al-

though it has subsided 1n many areas,
200 schools, are still under water and
classes have not commenced though
three days have passed since the reo-
pening of summer vacation. Normal ac-
tivities 1n these schools are surely to be
delayed as the premises and approach
roads will take a few days to dry. Most
of such schools are known to be located
In char areas of the district while a few
are in the riverine southern parts.

The most significant aspect of the
flood devastation ts that as many as 13

200 schools
waters 1n Barpeta district

schools have been eroded by Brahmapu-
tra and Beki nivers. Out of these 13, 12
belong to Mandia Educational Block, the
worst affected area by flood and erosion.
1077 no. Sapari LP. 1879 Baseruddin
Gaoburha LP, Garalasuti LP, Garala Sat
LP, 1635 no. Pachim Mayanbari LP,
Pachim Mayanbari1 ME Girls Madrassa,
969 Kismat Mayanbar1 Dhakaliapara LE,
1659 no. Matharanga KalpanmiLP, 1965
no. Uzirar Char Bhangi Khowa LP
Bhabarpar LB, Sayedpur LP and Sasmi-
na LP Schools under Mandia Education
Block have been eroded this year. These

school will have to run academic activi-

ties in makeshift temporary sheds until
permanent structures are built. Twen-
ty-one school buildings were eroded 1n
this area in 2014 also.

§till"under flood

On the other hand, as many as 63 high
and higher secondary schools all over the
district have been affected by floods this
year. According to information, normal
activity has not been possible 1n eight
high schools under Chenga, nine under
Baghbar, six under Kalgachia and five
under Sartheban Revenue Circles. It will
take another few days to commence aca-
demic activities in these schools.

Besides Kammarpara High Madrassa
under Kalgachia Revenue Circle has
been eroded by Beki making 1t neces-
sary to shift to some safer place.

Besides, a large number of school chil-
dren have to take shelter either in re-

lief camps or on embankments after los-

ing their homes 1n erosion foretelling a

bleak future for them.
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Audit report says
authorities are
ill-equipped to
deal with similar
situations

STAFF REPORTER

CHENNA: The city does not
seem to have learnt any les-
sons from last December’s
disastrous flopds, an audit
report suggests. Volunteers
of the Arappor Iyakkam say
that the lack of preparation
for the northeast monsoon
could have a dire impact on
the city.

The audit carried out by
the organisation in assocl-
ation with Magasool sug-
gests that the State govern-
ment had not learnt any
lessons from the previous
monsoons on safeguarding
the city from flooding. Re-
leasing the audit report on
Chennai waterways titled ‘Is
Chennai ready to face the up-
coming monsoon?  ON
Thursday, the members
highlighted the background
to the flooding of areas such
as Sidco Nagar in Villivak-
kam, Mugalivakkam, Mudi-
chur, Pallavaram and Chro-
mepet and Pallikaranai and
surrounding areas.

Jayaram Venkatesan, COOI-
dinator, Arappor lyakkam,
said the dumping of debris

The Assam Tribune ( Guwahati )
The Times of India { Mumbai }

The Telegraph { Kolkata )
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December’s floods. — PHOTO: G. KRISHNASWAMY

from Metro Rail work sites
and the construction of
pumping stations by the
Chennai Metro Water Sup-
ply and Sewerage Board

Encroachments on the once
sprawling Thirupananthaal

Lake near Pammal were the
primary cause of flooding in

Pallavaram and Chromepet.

had com- SAVING THECITY the reasons
pletely for flooding
blocked the drainage facili- in Mugalivakkam and nearby

ties leaving residents of Sid-
co Nagar to face the brunt of
flooding.

Similarly, the lack of desilt-
ing of the Periya Eri, Keelkat-
talai. Lake and Narayanapu-
ram Lake, which drain into
the Pallikaranai Marshland,
led to the inundation of areas
surrounding  Pallikaranai.

areas, the members pointed
out the poor maintenance of
the Mugalivakkam Canal,
which has not been desilted
for more than 15 years, and
the damage to it was the rea-
son for several areas getting
submerged in rainwater.
“The voluntary organisa-
tion said officials of the Wa-

at the government has not learnt any lessons from

ter Resources' Department,
Metrowater and Chennai
Corporation  were ill-
equipped to manage similar
floods in the future.

P. Nakkeeran of the volun-
tary organisation said the
Public Works Department
through a Government Or-
der had planned to widen the
Buckingham Canal from 20
metres to 100 metres for a
length of 13 kilometres at an
estimated cost of Rs. 78 crore
which was later revised to
Rs. 104 crore, but the officials
have widened it only for a
length of 4.50 km 1n a few
stretches.




Bhavika Jaln & Abhishek Samuel | TN

Mumbai: Head for the hills in the rain
with caution as driving to monsoon geta-
ways like Mahabaleshwar, Lavasa in
Mulshiand Sinhagad fort may be adamp
squib. Incessant rainfall in Pune and its
surrounding regions has caused mudsli-
des, water-logging, shut down roads and
valley view points at many of these popu-
lar tourist spots.

Tourist traffic to Mahabaleshwar, the
hill station 230 ki from Mumbai has be-
en hit by the incessant rains. Due to very
heavy rainfall, the local administration
as a precautionary measure has decided
to close six popular tourist spots in and
around Mahabaleshwar for tourists till
furthernotice. Mahabaleshwartehsildar
Ramesh Shendge issued the order on
Thursday to avoid a mishap. “Mahaba-
leshwar has been experiencing a down-
pouroverthepastfewdays. Certainroads
are flooded with rainwater making them

- unsafe. There have alsobeen instances of

landslides, mudslides and trees falling.
- As a precautionary measure, six tourist
points around Mahabaleshwar will re-
main closed till further notice.” The road
to Mahabaleshwar will remain open, he
added.

The points closed to tourists include
Arthur point, Elphinstone point, Savitri
point, Lingmala waterfall, Ludwik point,
and Kate’s point. Rainfall between Tues-
day to Thursday alone was1,154.8mm, ac-
cording todata from Skymet.

Mapro Gardens, a priority on most
Mahabaleshwar itineraries, hasseen few
crowds inthelastfewdays. “Wegenerally
get closeto15,000 visitors aday during we-
ekends, but last weekend the number
dropped to 12,000,” said Pravin Malusare
of Mapro.

Hotels In and around Mahabalesh-
war toohaveseen adip inenquiriesand a
few cancellations. “We have been recei-
ving a lot of enquiries about the weather
and if thereareanyroadblocks,” said afo-
~ ur-star hotel official, requesting anony-
mity. The four star resort and spa, which
- gets a majority of its bookings from
Mumbai and Pune saw a dip in enquiries
along with a few cancellations in the last
one week. “It’s a five-hour drive from
Mumbai and three hours from Pune. But
people were worried about roadblocks.
No one wants to spend their short wee-
kend ina trafficjam,” the official added.

On travel portals, the fall in demand
reflected in comparatively lower tariffs.
For instance, on Thursday afternoon, a
four-star accommodation for this wee
kend was available at about Rs 8,000.
- “Even during the monsoon, four-star ho-
tel rooms normally cost upwards of Rs
10,000 if booked only 24 hours in advan-
" ¢e,” said an official from a resort.
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Unprecedented rain in Nashik
region caused flooding in Nashik
city and parts of Aurangabad
district, brought massive inflow
of water into Jayakwadi reservoir,
lifting it out of the dead storage.

of its live storage
District

Jayakwadi had 15%

9, Of
Normal

3-Day
Rainfall

Parbhani

Latur

103

B August Average
B Rain on August 1-4

The |

August Avg

NASHIK'S RECORD RAINFALL

August 1-4 %

olog

City August Average

District 4228 33574 79.4 heen higher
DOWNPOUR BRINGS A DELUGE

We have issued instructions to

August 1-4 our regional

Pune 1115 1 1355 | 115  |VAGENHNEA

Nashik 145.7 318.7 218 hanks about

Kdﬁiébﬂr 11926 | 1208 62 and possible flash-floods

Mahabaleshwar | 1778 [ 1161 | 685 — Girish Mahajan |
(Rainfall figures in millimetres) WATER RESOURCES MINISTER

Heavy rain alerts for Mumbai, Thane, Navi

at one ortwo places. The Thane and Navi
also been alerted of possible heavy rains

Mumbai for next 48 hours

The IMD, Mumbai has forecast that a few spells of rain or showers are likely to
occur in the city and its suburbs on Friday. Heavy rainfall is also likely to occur

Mumbai municipal corporations have
over the next 48 hours in their respective

jurisdictions by the IMD. The Thane tehsildar’s office has asked these
corporations to depute rescue staff at problem points, especially along the
foothills and low lying areas in areas around Parsik and Belapur hills, etc. The
TMC has meanwhile started working on an action plan to tackle any rain related
crisis to surface in the city. A special meeting was chaired by mayor Sanjay More

and civic commissioner Sanjeeyv Jaiswal,

attended by several corporators on

Thursday, to streamline a plan to mitigate issues at perennial innundation spots

inthe city during the rains. tnn

The approach route to Sinhagad fort,
a popular spot for trekkers from Pune,
was also shut. While no untoward inci-
dents were reported, the road that was
closed as a precaution on Wednesday will
remain out of bounds till Saturday, If the
rain and itsrisksreduce, the route will be
reopened, officials said.

Lavasa in Mulshi taluka, another
favourite weekend destination for ma-
ny from Mumbali, withessed a mudsli-
de on Wednesday on the road stretch
between Ekaant Retreat and Dasave
insidetheLavasaarea. “Lavasaandits
adjoining areas had incessant rain for

Marathwada| 309

(Rainfall figures in millimétré) '

has communicated its forecast
of heavy rain for the next 24

compared to the flat terrains
of Marathwada and Vidarbha.

'i_W[IOM"
9.7
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MD (india Meteor-
cal Department)

recipitation has
in the hilly regions

otficers to keep
ages on river
water discharge

410mm rainfall on Tuesday, were ravaged by the downpour

Heavy rainfall over the last few days caused the Mula river in Pune to overflow, resulting
in a crack in Baba Bhide bridge (top); Roads in Mahabaleshwar (above), which recorded

landslides on roads leading to the hill city, There
hasbeennodamagetolifeorproperty. Road blocks
are being cleared by Lavasa’s Emergency Respon-
seTeam,” a spokesperson said in a statement.
Sometourists werestranded. “I wastoleaveon
Wednesday morning when I encountered the
mudslideon the way toDasave. I wastold theroute
will be cleared by Saturday morning. Although
thealternate Panshetrouteis open, locals advised

the last fortnieht. leadine to minor .

meitisunsafe. I havetostay heretill theshorterro-
ute is cleared,” said Mumbai resident Amit Desh-
mukh, whocameto Lavasa on Tuesday.

A flood-like situation arose in Shirdi, follo-
wing which 22 people from village Dauch Khurd
in Kopargaon taluka were rescued on Thursday.
These settlements were around the Godavari,
which had begun to swelldueto therain.

(With inputsfrom Manju V)
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| . Navy personnel carry out rescue work in Savitri n
mghway in Mahad, Raigad district on Thursda
the collapse of a British-era brid
have fished out nine bodies so f

ALk

. . Decton feedd
'Rain continues to poun

MUMBAL, DHNS: The Godavart
river continued to swell as
heavy rain lashed Nashik and
Aurangabad districts of Maha-
rashtra. This resulted in inun-
dation at several areas, leaving
many people trapped in the
floodwaters.

More than 300 people
across Vaijapur and Gangapur
taluks of Aurangabad district
. were rescued by a National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF)
team. On Thursday, NDRF
jawans evacuated people using
small boats. The release of wa-
ter from all the 11 upstream
dams in Nashik and Ahmedna-
gar districts led to the swelling
of the river. |

Meanwhile, the rising level
of the Jayakwadi dam brought
cheer to the people of the
Marathwada region.

A report from Nashik said
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that the Ramkund area, one of
the most important Hindu pil-

grimage sites, was still affected

as some of the temples are sub-
merged under the floodwaters,
following the discharge from
the Gangapur dam.

The Mumbai-based Region-
al Meteorological Observatory
of the IMD forecast moderate
to heavy rainfall in most parts
of the state, and advised fish-
ermen not to venture into the
Arabian Sea for the next 24
hours.

The vehicular movement
along the Malshej Ghat in Pune
continues to be affected due to
a series of landslides. This is
the third time this monsoon
that the Malshej Ghat road,
near the borders of Thane and
Ahmednagar districts, had to
be closed. The closure on
Wednesday and Thursday also
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affected the transport of veg-
etables from Pune to Thane
and Mumbai.

Tourist spots hit

Several tourist spots like the
hill station of Mahabaleshwar
were closed on Thursday due
to the heavy downpour in parts
of the Sahyadri ranges of the
Western Ghats.

Mahabaleshwar tahsildar
Ramesh Shengde said that sev-
eral incidents of landslides and
uprooting of trees were report-
ed. The places that are out of
bounds for tourists are Arthur
Point, Elphinstone Point, Lod-
wick Point and Lingmala wa-
terfalls.

In Lavasa township, a popu-
lar weekend destination in Mul-
shi taluk of Pune, more than
400 people were stranded in
hotels because of four incidents
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had-Poladpur bridge on the Mumbai-Goa
ernment has announced a judicial probe in
two buses went missing, even as rescuers
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of mudslides. While two were
reported on Wednesday, two
more occurred on Thursday.

Pune’s water woes

Pune city continued to be af-
fected as water accumulated in
low-lying areas because of the
discharge from the Khadak-
wasla dam to the Mutha river.
As a precautionary measure,
the vehicular movement was
stopped from the Bhide bridge.
“On Wednesday, from 8:30am
till 5:30 pm, Pune received a
mere 29 mm of rainfall. The

flood situation may not be in-

tense in nature as the rainfall
over the city is going to de-
crease significantly. The off-
shore trough, which is seen
running from South Gujaratto
Karnataka coast, is going to
weaken further,” according to
Skymet Weather.
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Lakhs return home as

floods recede in Assam

GUWAHATI: The flood situa-
tion in Assam showed a great
deal of improvement on Thurs-
day even as lakhs of people re-
turned to their homes from re-
lief camps. However, 10
districts in the state are still in-
undated.

The Brahmaputra and seven
of its tributaries are flowing
above the danger level in two
places.

Nearly 2.85 lakh people are
still affected by floods.

According to Assam State
Disaster Management Author-

ity (ASDMA) assessment re- .

port, 386 villages across Assam
remained affected by the floods
as on Thursday. Floods have in-
undated nearly 13,000
hectares of cropland across the
affected districts.

Nearly 19,000 people have
taken shelter in 66 relief camps
in some of the flood hit dis-
tricts, sources said.

The state government has
begun flood damage assess-
ment and restoration works
on a war footing, sources

added.

3 rhinos poached

As floodwaters in Assam’s Kazi-
ranga National Park (KNP)
receded, three rhinos from
the park were poached in 24
hours.

At least 25 rhinos have died
in Kaziranga during this fort-
night. While most of them died
of drowning, there have been
several cases of poaching as

well, official sources added.
DH News Service
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BENGALURU: The monsoon
has intensified in Uttara

g ( aeer )

Maha rain raises

Kannada district. The rains flood fear in Yadgir
were spread across the It's bounty time for the wa-
Malinad, semi-Malnad and ter bodies in Yadgir distri-
coastal areas of the district. ct, which were not filled up
Intermittent rain lashed in the last couple of years.
parts of Dakshina Kannada. This year, Rivers Bhima
The day was sunny il after- and Krishna are flowing to
noon and clouds appeared in their full capacity due to
the evening in Mangaluru, the release of a large quan-
bringing rain. In the last 24 tity of water from Maha-

hours, the district received an

Sy ke 5 5 ey rashtra, ra_lsmg fears of a
average of 20.6 mmrainfall. | > i IRN,
averageot16.34 mmrainfallin e LS S were released from the
the last 24 hours. The water Basavasagar reservoir in
levelin Harang; reservoir stood Narayanapur on Thursday.
at 2,857.82 feet. The inflow of Water has also been re-
water was 3,070 cusecs while leased from the barrages
908 cusecs of water was re- across the two rivers, The
leased into the river, Neelakantarayana Gaddi

Heavy rain continued to lash 1n Surapur taluk has once
Belagavi and Khanapur taluks again turned into an island.
in Belagavi district on Thurs- - People of the village com:-
day. Chikkodi, Bailhongal, plain that the dam authori-
Ramdurg, Saundatti and ties do not inform them
Athani received light showers. about the release of water

The catchment areas of beforehand. They say they
Rivers Krishna, Ghataprabha had been to the weekly fair
and Malaprabha received heavy and by the time they re-
rain, pushing up the water levels turned, the water level had
in Hidkal and Malaprabha risen alarmingly. Deputy
reservoirs. Inflow of water from Commissioner Manoj Jain
Maharashtra to River Krishna said all precautionary
Increased due to heavy rain for measures had been taken
thelast couple of days. Four low- to handle the situation,
lying bridges in Chikkodi taluk, The water in the Almatti
Akkol-Sidnal, Jatrat-Bhiveshi, Krishna river bridge on Shaha- The water level in Lingana-  dam has reached the maxi-
Bhojwadi-Kunnar and Karadga- pur-Devadurga State Highway makki dam rose to 1,78215feet  mum level and two lakh
Bhoj submerged in river on at Kollur (M) village. The move against the maximum level of Cusecs was released from
Thursday, while Kallol-Yadur comes in the wake of river over- 1,819 feet as catchment area re- there since Wednesday
and Dattwad-Malikwad bridges  flowing following heavy rain. ceived rainfall of 48 mm. The night. Tata Shivan, the ex-
had submerged on Wednesday A team of officials, including  inflow of water tothedamwas  ecutive engineer of the
evening. Thewaterlevelin Hid- DC Manoj Jain, SP Vinayak 9454 cusecs. In the last 48 Basavasagar reservoir, told
kal dam reached 2,141.98 feet, Rao Patil and Zilia Panchayat hours, Thirthahall; received  Deccan Herald that the wa-
inflow being 22,190 cusecs and CEO Vikas Kumar Suralkar,in- rainfall of 30.60mm, followed ter release may go up to 2.8
outflow 114 cusecs. The water spected the bridge. Malnad re- by Sagar-21.80 mm, Sorab-  lakh cusecs soon.
level in Malaprabha dam g1on received heavy rain in 18.20 mm, Hosanagar-14.20 Farmers in the region fear
reached 2,049.80 feet. The in- Shivamogga district. Thirtha- mm. The water level in Mani  that the water release may

flow was 5,856 cusecs and out- halli, Hosanagar and Sagarre- dam rose to 580.76 metres damage their crops. Last

flow 116 cusecs. ceived heavy rains throughout against the maximum level of year, crops faced thedan-
Shahapur Tahsildar Prakash the day. Intermittent rain 594.36 metres. The inflow of ger of withering due to wa-

Hosmani has directed the po- lashed Shivamogga, Bhadra- water was 2,436 cusecs. ter shortage. |

lice to ban traffic at night on vathi, Shikaripur and Sorab. pDH News Service
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The length of Godavari
— from Sriram Sagar 1o

Dhawleswaram barrage
near Rajahmundry — is

24

Number of crest gates
opened by Jurala Dam |
of Telangana, releasing
one lakh cusecs of |
water by Thursday

~ major flood for the
i current season and the
Srisailam Dam has the
capacity to impound
the entire flood of
 water flowing into it
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Constant rain in the region h

the temple town of Bhadrachalam on Thursday

Srisailam, Sagar dams set to

receive huge amount of water

IC{‘)‘I(.::V... M. KRISHNA RAO
HYDERABAD, AUG. 4

With Mahabaleshwar,
the origin of the Krishna
River, receiving nearly 80
cm of rain in the last
four days, Almatti offi-
cials in Karnataka on
Thursday released near-
ly two lakh cusecs of
water from the crest
gates as well as through
Power House release
downstream.

Similarly, Narayanpur
Dam officials were alert-
ed and released almost
the same quantum into
the river. Jurala Dam
authorities of Telangana
meanwhile, lifted 24 crest
gates in advance and
released one lakh cusecs
by Thursday evening.

It is expected that the
same flood pattern wil
continue for a week and
the waters will reach the
- Srisailam inter-state dam
in a couple of days. This
is considered as a major
flood for the current sea-

son and the Srisailam

Dam has the capacity to
impound the entire flood
reaching into it.

Srisailam Dam, which
has 50 TMC ft as of now,
still has a flood cushion
of about 170 TMC ft left.
It is expected that around
two lakh cusecs of water
per day for a week will
reach the dam, around
100 TMC ft (at the rate of
11,550 cubic feet of water
per second {cusec; for a
day would yield 1 TMC ft
capacity).

Even if there are major
floods in the coming
days, Srisailam, the
downstream Nagarjuna
Sagar Dam (flood cush-
ion is about 190 TMC ft)
and Pulichintala (flood
cushion of 43 TMC ft) can
easily impound it with-
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davari river. The level reached 34 feet at

-DC

CONNECTIVITY

Water 16\7618 in © HIT BY WATER
Godavari rising

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 4

With heavy rains across
the catchment areas of
Godavari for the past
few days, the water lev-

~ els along the river and

its tributaries contin-
ued to rise steeply 1n
the Agency areas of
Bhadrachalam and
Palvancha divisions in
the district.

For example, the
water level in Godavari
touched 34 feet at the

temple town of
Bhadrachalam on
Thursday.

A total of twelve gates

of Taliperu project
have been opened and
21,500 cusecs of water
releasing into
Godavari. All rivulets

out the water being wast-
ed into the sea through
the Prakasam barrage.
Not only these dams,
once more water reaches
Srisailam, it can be
diverted . to the
Pothireddypadu  head
regulator to  serve
Rayalaseema projects.
According to AP irriga-
tion minister Devineni
Uma Maheswara Rao,
whenever the Srisailam
level touches 840 ft
against the full reservoir
level 885 ft, the AP gov-
ernment will release
waters to the Handri-
Neeva project through
the Malyala lift situated
in the foreshore of the
Srisailam dam. Andhra

and streams in Charla
mandal are full thanks
to incessant rains in
Chhattisgarh.

Even the road con-
necting a total of 10 vil-
lages was cut off due 1o
water overflowing from
the streams.

The Kinnerasani river
is in spate as well and
25000 cusecs of water
was released by open-
ing five gates. Road con-
nectivity was cut
between Yanambailu
and Rajanagaram due
to the water release.

@ All rivulets and
streams in

Charla mandal are
full thanks to
incessant rains in
Chhattisgarh.

Pradesh engineer-in-
chief M. Venkateswara
Rao said, “We will utilise
the flood for the Handri-
Neeva lift as well as for
Pothireddypadu  head
regulator to utilise for
irrigation purpose.”

This is also good news
for devotees attending
the Krishna Pushkaralu,
that will commence oOn
August 12, as they will be
able to take sacred dips at
all the ghats en route
comfortably due to rise of
the water level.

Meanwhile, the entire
800 km length of the
Godavari, from the
Sriram Sagar project up
to the Dhawleswaram
barrage near

# The road connect-
ing a total of 10
villages was cut off
due to overflowing
water.

& Road connectivity
was also cut ,
between Yanambailu
and Rajanagaram.

& However, it’s good
news for devotees
attending Krishna
Pushkaralu, that will
start on August 12.

Rajahmundry is brim-
ming with water. For the
first time after construc-
tion of the Yellampally
Dam (20 TMC ft capacity)
near Mancheriyal town,
Irrigation authorities
have opened the crest
gates and are releasing
nearly 45,000 cusecs of
floodwater.

There are no other sig-
nificant reservoirs that
can impound waters
along the course of the
river and all the water 1S
being wasted into the
sea.

During the current
water year that com-
menced on June 1, till
date a little more than
1,000 TMC ft of water has
been let into the sea from
Dhawleswaram barrage.
But in-flows into Sriram
Sagar project has
reduced to 13,000 cusecs
and the same is being
diverted to canals under
the dam. Singur Dam
across Manjeera is also
getting good in-flows In
the range of 13,000 cusecs
per day, increasing 1ts
capacity to 6 TMC ft
against a full capacity of
30 TMC {t.
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dra Kumar Bora said that sev-
eral goats had diedand 2 large they die.

numbers of goats Were infect-
id that personnel

ties such as floods as we

garh fromlus department were col-

1 ' Lnown since several decades, P in theare

but goats are dying for the rection from the district ad-
ods this ministration. HOWEVEL, sever-

| ravaged areas.
Department collected blood The Veterinary department first time during flo
samples and carcasses of the collected four blood samples time,” he said. al areas have remained unat-
offected and dead herbivorous and one carcass for examina- The villagers 10 the area tended due to inadequate
ducting veteri- suspect that the waste re- manpower and improper road
tivity. A veterinary

leased from the Brahmaputra connec
camp was also organised 1n

animals from the area tosend tion while con
Kenduguri in Tingkhong

:+ for examination to the Re. nary camps in the area yes-
‘terday. The personnel from Cracker and Polymer Limited’

gional Disease Diagnosis Lab-
oratory, Guwahati. the Vetermary Department (BCPL) was polluting the sur-
the also treated as ce water through the Sessa where over 500 livestock and

The death of goats 1 many as 195 - fa
flood-prone area has been re- affected goats and examined river. The villagers inthearea birds Wer€ examined.
58 pigs, OVer 200 cows ' Loss of more than 60 live-

ported for the first time post-
floods. Seventeen Carcasses bulls and about 190 hirds in from the area. Dr RB Pradhan, stock like cows, bulls, piglets
three different camps at Ses-  Senior Veterinary Officer said and goats has been so far re-
hgibeel and that sample examination ported from different parts of
the district dunng the floods.

would establish the truth.
The deluge in the district The highest number of deaths -
been reported

 suffering from various
es. The Veterinary Depart- ere ef-
ment after inspecting the area gaged m treating and €Xar- +hat inundated human habita- Of COWS has
and examining the deceased ining the animals. .. tions and submerged several from Dhadia in Chabua reve-
goats suspected contamina- Utapal Dehingia of 2 prud- rracts of agricultural landinall nue€ circle. Birds, mostly
food. The District haria Sessa Nagaon who lost the seven revenue circles of qucks died in Dibrugarh West
largely taken revenue circle.

tion in the
Veterinary Officer, Dr Budhin- Six goats <aid that the abdo- the district has
‘ | S - I
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CORRESPONDENT

NALBARI,Aug 3: Krishi
Vigyan Kendra (KVK) Nalbari
in collaboration with the State
Institute of Rural Develop-
ment (SIRD), Nalbari is con-
ducting a series of awareness-
cum-training programmes on
flood contingency measures
in the flood- affected areas of
the district.

The first programme of the
series was conducted at Kau-
rehagi village under Tihu
block on August 2. In the pres-
ence of 50 farmers of the vil-

lage, a scientist from KVK,

‘Nalbani Dr Mnidul Deka elab-

orated on the better techno-
logical measures developed
by the Assam Agricultural
University, specially on culti-
vation of different short dura-
tion varieties of rice like Luit,
Dishang, Nabin etc. Those va-
rieties can be cultivated post-
flood period, mitigating and
curbing the production loss-
es tncurred. The farmers
were advised to establish a
seed bank in the village where
alternatlve varieties including
sub one generic varieties like

Rangit sub I, Swarna sub I etc.,
may be stored there for use
in flood affected areas in a

- planned manner.

Dr Deka also urged the
farmers to cultivate lentils,
toria, Rajmah, peas etc., as

~ vabi crops. Farmers were also

made aware about the nega-
tive impact of using chemical

fertilisers and encouraged to

use organic manure.

The awareness meeting was
addressed among others by
Manabendra Bharali, Subject
Matter Specialist, Agronomy.
He interacted with farmers
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A}yareness meeting among
tflood-hit Nalbari farmers

and advised them about the
contingency measures to be
undertaken after floods. The
farmers were also advised
measures to be taken for live-
stock against the problems and
diseases that arise post flood.
Dr Arfan Ali, Subject Matter
Specialist of Animal Science
spoke 1n details about the pre-
ventive packages to be under-
taken hke deworming, vacci-
nation against fatal diseases,
cultivation of fodder, treatment
of straw with urea molasses for
Increasing their nutritive val-
ue etc.
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DOWNPOUR BRIDGES THE DEFICIT

Modak Sagar lake, one of the seven which supply water to the city, overflowed late on Monday night
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24-hr rain leaves 3 more
lakes closer to the brim

Richa.Pinto@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: It's been a good
monsoon sofartorthecityasa
significant 1.58 lakh million
litres of wateraccumulated in
the seven lakes supplying wa-
ter to 1t after just 24 hours of
good rain. Mumbail needs a
supply of 3,750 million litres
per day. Moreover, while four
lakes are already overflowing,
the remaining three supply-
Ing water to Mumbai—Bhat-
sa, Upper Vaitarna and Midd-
e Vaitarna—are three to five
metres away from their over-
flow levels.

“There has been signifi-
cant rainfall recorded sofarin
all the catchment area lakes
and much more when compa-
red to the same period last ye-
ar. It is for the first time that
three lakes started to overflow
1n less than 24 hours time, bet-
ween August 1-2,” said a civic
official. For example, total ra-
infall received in Tansa lakeso
far was 1597.8 mm, while last
year 1163.8 mm of rainfall was
received in the same period.

Vihar overflowed on Au-
gust1at4.20am and Modak Sa-
gar reached its full capacity at
10.28pm. Tansa was filled to
thebrimonTuesday at2.10am.
Tulsi, which overflowed on Ju-
ly 19, supplies 18 million litres

CITY'S CUP OF JOY OVERFLOWS

Mumbai's

water supply
requirement

Total Water Stock On August 1

10.3L million litres

Water in Lakes On m 31
9.6L million litres

Estimated Water Stock By
September 30 |
14.4L miltion litres

RAIN IN CATCHMENT AREA

(August 1-2 figures in mm)
W 2016 ~ 2015

186
Ty

Total Rainfall Tl Date

Colaba . 13594 mm
L8 mm

Total Water Stock 3.5L

Santacruz - =

On August 2, 2015 million litres

every day to Mumbai, while 90
million litres are brought
from Vihar, and around 455
million litres of water each
from Modak Sagar and Tansa.

Activist Shyama Kulkarni
sald with most of the lakes
overflowing, the civic body
should put in place measures
toensure the city does not face
a situation like 2015 when wa-
ter cuts lasted the entire year:
“Itf there’s poor rainfall next
year, we must be ready by put-
ting the right measures in pla-

ANl e i

cenow,’ said Kulkarni.

Even in 2014, the monsoon
had picked up late, leaving a
deficit which the city’s mana-
gers struggled tobridge.

Light rains continued in
Mumbaion Tuesday. The IMD
forecast intermittent rain was
likely to occur in the city and
suburbs inthenext24hours.V
K Rajeev from IMD Mumbai
sald an increase in wind speed
and the cyclonic circulation
over Gujarat were some rea-
sonsfortherains in Mumbai.
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At least 20 feared Eead as
floods w%sh awatywbridge

- Iwo State transport
buses, several cars
fall into River Savitri

SHOUMO)IT BANERJEE

MAHAD: Two persons were
killed and over 20 feared
dead after part of a colonial-
era bridge across River Savi-
tri on the Mumbai-Goa High-
way near Raigad district was
washed away in floods late on
Tuesday night.

At least two State Trans-
port buses and many private
cars on the bridge at the time
fell into the raging river wa-
ters and were swept away.

Rescue operations which
commenced only on
Wednesday morning were
hampered by continuous
downpour and the floods in
the river.

The 50-ft. bridge connects

the city of Mahad with

Poladpur.

Family of seven missing

While the number of cars
that plunged into the river is
yet to be ascertained, Raigad
Guardian Minister Prakash
Mehta said 8-10 vehicles may
have fallen in.

A Tavera SUV carrying a
family of seven is suspected
to be missing.

Around 22 people, includ-
ing the crew, were said to be
travelling in the two buses.

According to eyewitness
reports, the incident oc-
curred at 11.30 p.m. on Tues-
day. “I was screaming for the
other vehicles to stop when I
found that the bridge had
crashed. I saw three cars, of
the ‘Wagon R’ type, plunge in-
to the waters and tried calling
100 to no avail,” said Basant
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FATAL FALL: The partially collapsed bridge across River Savitri d d d ﬁ/ d
in Raigad district of Maharashtra. — PHOTO: AFP ,2 fear e ea aS 00 S

| saw three cars
plunge into the
waters and tried
calling 100 to no
avail, says eyewitness

Kumar Mishra, a driver who
was among those who
warned other vehicles, thus
averting further tragedy.
“It is extremely unfortu-
nate. We will be immediately
conducting a safety audit of
all the old, British-era
bridges, which are still in
use. We will leave no stone

unturned to trace those mis-
sing,” said Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, who sur-
veyed the spot late on Four NDRF teams of
Wednesday afternoon along -ound 115 personnel, a
with Eknath Shinde, Minis- hetak helicopter and 12
ter for the Maharashtra State ivers from the' Coast
Road Development Corpora- uard, an Indian Air Force
tion (MSRDC). fi 17 helicopter and a Sea
Personnel of the National (ing 42B helicopter were
Disaster Response Force leployed for the rescue
(NDRF), the Navy, the Air nission. |
Force and the Coast Guard Iocal fishermen and vil-
have been searching the riv- lagers in boats also ]qu}ed
er for more than 12 hours in the search in the swirling

pouring rain. waters.
“Two bodies were re-

trieved from the Dasgaon
area. After discussions with.
the National Highways Au-
thority of India (NHAI), we
have shifted traffic to the
new adjunct bridge. We are

vash away bridge

trying to confirm reports o£
other missing vehicles,

said Raigad District Collec-
tor Sheetal Ugale. Divers
and rescue boats engaged
in the search in a five-km
radius around the bridge.

At the Chiplun ST bus
depot, from where the two
buses originated, anxious
relatives gathered.

A spokesperson of the
Navy said in Panaji t_hat all
agencies responded imme-
diately to the rescue call
with the Coast Guard and
Navy sending their heli-
copters from Mumbai.

(With inputs from

Prakash Kamat in Panaji)



. Army swings into action in Majuli, tries to plug breach !

de In AsS

Ratnadip Choudhury

CIAWARMATL DHNS The
state government has start-
ed restoration works in As-
sam as floodwaters further
receded. People too have
begun leaving the relief
camps.

The recent wave of floods
in the state left 32 people dead
and 40 lakh affected.

While 14 districts are still
engulfed by floodwaters as the
Brahmaputra and seven of its
tributaries are flowing above
the danger level, nearly 7.70
lakh people are still affected.

According to the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority, as on Tuesday, 804
villages have remained affect-
ed by floods and 23,000 peo-
ple have taken sheiter in 117
relief camps.

The state government has
started its assessment of dam-
age and restoration works on
war footing, official sources
said.

The Army troops swung
into action helping the civil
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Floodwaters rece

Rhino carcass recovered

On Wednesday, a carcass of an adult male rhino, which had
died due to the devastating floods in Kaziranga National
Park (KNP), was recovered with its horn fallen off, near Bok-
para Forest Camp in Kohora Range of the KNP, official

sources said.

Due to the massive floods in Kaziranga, 311 animals have
died. including 22 one-horned rhinos and 221 hog deer, be-
sides other animals, sources added.

The Asom Jatiyatabadi Yuva Chatra Parishad (AJYCP) has
lashed out at the BJP-led government in Assam alleging it
has failed to tackle the devastating problems of floods, ero-
sion and encephalitis in the state.

In a statement on Wednesday, AJYCP president Biraj Ku-
mar Sarma said, "The current flood has, in fact, exposed the
utter inefficiency of the government where nearly 50 people
died, not to speak of the lakhs affected in the state.”

administration to control the
flood situation in Majuli.
“The Army personnel from
the nearby 41 Sub Area,
Jorhat and Spear Corps, toiled
relentlessly, skillfully employ-
ing their resources in plug-
ging the breach in the anti-
flood bund near Bongaon in
Majuli. This breach, which

caused the devastating floods

Peoﬁle wade thfouéh flondw"ate‘rs in the east Chmparan distri of Bihar on wEdhESdéﬁ. PTI

on the largest riverine island
affecting thousands of people
has, to a large extent, been
tamed,” said Guwahati-based
defence PRO Lt Col Suneet
Newton.

Newton added that the
Army troops have been assist-
ing the district administration
in providing flood relief at Ma-
juli Island from July 28.
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DAMAGE: The Mahad-Poladpur bridge was wash
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way by the floodwaters of Savitririver

on the Mumbai-Goa highway in Raigad district on Wednesday. bH PHOTO

Mrityunjay Bose

oo AD. DHNS The Chetak
helicopters of the Indian Coast
Guard and Sea King choppers
of the Indian Navy hovered over
the Savitri river, at times at ex-
tremely low altitude, looking for
SUrvIVOTS.

Twenty-two people are
feared dead when a British-era
bridge on the Mumbai-Goa
highway in the Raigad district
collapsed on Tuesday.

In river rafts, a National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF)
team sailed several kilometres
up and down to look for the ill-
fated buses. The telephones at
control rooms at Mahad and
Mumbai continued to ring.

Hundreds of people lined up
by the side of the river on the
Mumbai-Goa Highway to help
authorities in the search and
rescue operation. With inter-
mittent rain, winds and the

strong current, the rescue op-
eration was an extremely diffi-
cult task. The search and rescue
mission is being executed jointly
by the Maharashtra govern-
ment, navy, air force, coast
guard, NDRF and the railways.

“A coast guard Chetak heli-
copter is carrying out search
over the spot, while an IAF Mil7
helicopter undertook a'search
down the river. Two navy Sea
King helicopters, 42B and 42C,
are being used to carry divers
and search,” said Commander
Rahul Sinha, spokesperson,
Ministry of Defence. Volunteers
and adventure experts are also
helping the government agen-
cies.

“I live in this area. I travel be-
tween Raigad and Ratnagiri on
a regular basis amd I have been
over this bridge hundreds of
times...never did I think that it
would go down,” said Ramesh
Sawant, a resident of Mahad.

Massive search ops under way

389mm rainin
24 hours

The flood in the Savitri Riv-
er is a result of massive
rainfall in the popular hill
station of Mahabaleshwar,
which is a hotspot of the
Western Ghats, a World
Heritage Site designated
by United Nations, DHNS
reports from Mumbai.

The Mahabaleshwar re-
gion received 383 mm
rainfall in 24 hours ending
on Tuesday and 410 mmn
the next 24 hours ending
on Wednesday. According
to the Mumbai-based Re-
gional Meteorological Ob-
servatory of the IMD, since
June 1 this year, Maha-
baleshwar has recorded
3,914 mm rainfall.
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Rain continues to lash Rajasthan

Rain continued to lash several parts of Rajasthan on MUMBAI, DHNS: At least 10 The Nashik districtadmin-  gannathan were monitoring
Wednesday as a majority of the places in the state witnessed ~ people lost their lives and sev- istration evacuated hundreds  the situation.

moderate to heavy showers, DHNS reports from Jaipur. eral villages were flooded as of families since Monday from A report from Pune said the
Attributing a revival of the south west monsoon activityto ~ rains continue to pound the banks of the Godavari riv-  Mutha river swelled as water
the active upper air cyclonic circulation and northerlywinds,  Nashik and adjoining Au- er and Niphad taluka. The Go- was released from the

Jaipur Meteorological office issued heavy rainfall warning rangabad, Ahmednagarand  davaririver continuestoflow  Khadakwasla dam, the main
for isolated areas in the state. According to the forecast, -  Pune. in full force. Meanwhile, water  source of drinking water in
many places in the state are likely to get heavy to moderate Reports from Nashik dis- has reduced at Ramkund, one  the Pune city. Several vehicles
rainfall in the next couple of days. trict said at least 11 persons of the mostimportant Hindu  could be seen submerged in

Mrityunjay Bose

RAIGAD (MAHARASHTRA),
DHNS: Twenty-two people are
feared dead after two state
transport buses were swept
away in the Savitri river when
a British-era bridge on the
Mumbai-Goa Highway in the
Raigad district of Maharashtra
collapsed late on Tuesdgy.

There are also reports that
around three cars and SUVs
have fallen into the river, but
there was no confirmation
from the Raigad district admin-
istration.

However, Vasant Kumar,
who works in a transport com-
pany, told the authorities that
he saw three cars falling into
the river.

The incident occurred
around 11.30 pm and a massive
search and rescue operation

_———r——

On Wednesday, Danpur in Banswara recorded a maximum died in rain-related incidents ~ pilgrimage sites. District Col-  water. In Aurangabad district

of 15 mm rainfall, followed by Kanva in Dungarpur, which as major dams including Gan-  lector BRadhakrishananand ~ Vaijapur received heavy rain-

22 feareu ueac

gapur overflowp

Commissioner of Police SJa-  fall and there was flooding in
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An aeriaiw of the ad-PoIadpur bridge that was washed away in floodwater, on the
Mumbai-Goa highway in the Raigad district of Maharashtra on wedn_esday. DH PHOTO

waslaunched inthe earlyhours incident, there is still no clue tions. The search operations, u 2
of Wednesday. Search teams aboutthe vehicles orthe people  which were later called off, will In soe
also used magnets in the oper- travelling in them. Intermittent resume early on Thursday:.
ations. rain and winds have severly » Bridge, Page 12 ravelling from Guhagar

More than 24 hours afterthe hampered the search opera- Related reports, Page 12 mbai. The Savitri river

The over 120 metre bridge originatesin Mahapaleshwar,
was built around 1928 and Satara district, whlchlhq.s re-
" connects Mahad town to Po-  ceived over 800 mm rainfall
" ladpur in coastal Maharash- since Sunday. ’_Fhe river dra.u;s _
tra, around 180 km south of into the Arabian Sea, nearly
Mumbai. The bridge is used 18 km away from the bridge.
by vehicles plying from Goa . “ltis a very sad incident.
8 ' to Mumbai, while a parallel We are making all efforts 't(;
5 bridge built in 2001 is used by loqk' for survivors,” said Chnf:
vehicles plying from Mumbai  Minister Devendra Faf:lnaws
: to Goa. after conducting an aerial sur-
- While one Maharashtra vey. Fatjnavl‘s: ordered a probe
State Road Transport Corpo- and said a “competent offi-
ration bus was en route to cer’ _would be appointed soon.
Mumbai from Raigad, the During tt_le search opgratlonci
other bus was moving from two bodies were reco_vered
* Rajapur to Borivli. Among the but z}uthontles confirme
~missing vehicles is a Tavera that it was not related to the

~ with a family of seven who incident
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" 10die as heavy rain hits Maharashtra

several places. "Twelve vil-
lages have been affected,"” said
Collector Nidhi Pandey.

There were also reports of
more than 200 people strand-
ed in a village, where rescue
teams are reaching.

There was a landslide in
Malshej Ghat that connects
Mumbai to Ahmednagar and
Pune due to heavy rains. No
casualties have been reported.
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Mahad: Members of the Na-
Response
Force’s (NDRF) rescue team

; -said they were doing their best
- -tosearch for the victims and ve-
- hicles washed away by the wa-

ter, despite the strong currents
of the overflowing Savitri.
Four helicopters from the

. Indian Navy, Coast Guard, Air

Force were also deployed at the
spot but till late evening they
were unable to trace any person
or vehicle in theriver:

“So far, we have not been
able to find any vehicles or bod-
les, but the operation will con-
tinue tomorrow. Visibility un-
der water is also low,” said an

- NDRF diver near the bridge col-

lapse site.

The NDRF informed that
dueto very heavy rainfall in the
region of Mahabaleshwar and

other parts close to. Mahad

since Monday night, the river
level had risen and its strong
currents ultimately broke
through the seven pillars sup-
portingthe old bridge.
Anupam Srivastava, com-
mandant, NDREF’s fifth battal-
ion, Pune said, “Four teams of
40 members, including deep
« divers havestartedrescueoper-

DRF defence
drawa blank, cr

Shlp Stationed Near Mouth
- Of Savitri, Centre Sends Aid

ation. An area of about 500m
from -the bridge has been
searched even though the cur-
rent is strong. Satellite image
technology is being explored

-for therescue operation. A deci-

sion on night-hour rescue oper-

- ation will be taken keepmg Visi-

bility in ming.”

The bridge is around 18 km

from the Arabian Sea and a
Coast Guard ship was stationed
near the river’s mouth, for any
possible sighting.

Home minister Rajnath

Singh told the Lok Sabha that
-the Centre was givingall help to

the state administration in the
rescue eftorts. “What happened
1s very painful and unfortunate.
Around 11.30pm, two passenger
buses and four other vehicles
are feared to have been washed
away in theriver,” he said.
Singh made the statement
after Shiv Sena member Vi-
nayak Raut raised the issue,
saying the accident took place
as the bridge remained oper-
ational even though it was con-
sidered unsafe and another
bridge over the river was con-

structed by the state govern-

ment. Raut asked the govern-
ment to present a report about
such bridges and ensure that
such incidents did not recur.
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Strong currents of the Savitri river hampered rescue 0p»ewr:1tuzmsa

Narrownvertumsmtotorrent

Kolhapur: Record rain in the hilly terrain of Mahabaleshwar and
catchment areas turned the usually harrow Savitri river into a tor-
rent, which washed away the Mahad-Poladpur bridge.

The Savitri, which flows through Mahad, originates in Mahaba-
leshwar. The h]]l stationrecorded its second highest rainfall on Wed-
nesday; getting 410mm in the 24 hours till 8.30am on Wednesday. Ma-

had taluka received 222mm rain during that period. Morerain is ex-

pected in the catchment areas in the next 48 hours, which will raise
Savitri’s water levels further.
Most catchment areas of the Savitri and Kal, which meet ahead

‘of the bridge in Mahad, are on the slopes of Mahabaleshwar. Shivt-

harghal and Dasgaon. Savitri’s flooding is not unusual as areas aro-

und have a history of receiving even up to1,000mm rain in 24 hours.

This time, the heavy showers in Mahabaleshwar, Shivtharghal
and the Kal river catchment raised the river’s water levels by half a

- metre. The highest day’s rainfall in Mahabaleshwar was 490.7mm

on August 2, 2008, according to the India Meteorological Depart-
ment. —-Samrat.Phadnis
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Late-mght
alert put CM
on his toes

Prafulla.Marpakwar

@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Chief minister De-
vendra Fadnavis was about to
retire for the day on Tuesday
when his social media cell aler-
ted him about a mishap on the

Mumbai-Goa Highway near

Mahad, in Raigad district.

Fadnavis immediately cal-
led up Raigad superintendent of
police Suvez Hagque and collec-
tor Sheetal Ugale. He then roped
in director gerleral of police Sa-
tish Mathur, chief secretary
Swadheen Kshatriyva and his
principal secretary Praveen Par-
desl. In less than an hour, it was
clear that the mishap on the sta-
te’s ‘killer highway’ could be the
worst ever “Fadnavis also
knocked onthedoorsof theIndi-
an Navy and Coast Guard,” a se-
nior bureaucrat told TOL.

“By 5am, Fadnavis was awa-
re of steps taken by the district
administration, as he was perso-
nally monitoring them,” the bu-
reaucrat said. Even PrimeMins-
ter Narendra Modi sought infor-
mation on the measures taken
by the state government and of-
fered all help from the Centre.
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shway’ has 35
century-old bridges

Repairs On - NSRS
Collapsed f
Bridge Were

Due In Dec

Chittaranjan Tembhekar
& Bhavika Jain | TnN
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Mumbai: The Mumbai-Goa
highway has 35 British-era
bridges, besides the one that
collapsed on Tuesday night.
Most of these stone-arch brid-
ges have already crossed 100 ye-
ars of their life but are still
open to traffic. Officials said
the Mahad bridge that collap-
sed was to be taken up for re-
construction under the Mum-
bai-Goa highway expansion
project, and work was to start
in December. However, most
motorists now opt for a longer
route to the Konkan, avoiding
the ‘killer highway’.
Construction of the bridge
that collapsed on Tuesday was
completed in1927 and it was be-
ing maintained by the state
PWD department. It was selec-
ted, along with 20 other brid-
ges, for reconstruction. “Ten-
- ders have been finalized for the
other 20 bridges aswell and the
work will begin in December.
There was a delay due to the
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Rescuers at the site of the mishap in Mahad

PWD plans audit of bridges,
but no mechanismin place

Manoj Badgeri & Dipak Dash | rnn
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ral audit of all bridges on the Konkan route and carry out ne-
~ cessary repairs ahead of the Ganesh festival, said state public
works minister Eknath Shinde. However, sources said unlike the ra-
1lways, there is no structured mechanism for an annual assessment
of road bridges. Tuesday’s collapse of g
theMahad bridge hasexposed thisand {¥ ..
highlighted the need to expedite a cen- [
tral government scheme—Bridge Ma- [y

F‘[‘* he state public works department will conduct a fresh structu-

land acquisition process, nagement Information  System | = _ y. oSiee
which has to be completed in (BMIS)—to assess the structural he- [+ [
most areas,” said a senior offi- alth of all bridges. e T

“The Railways maintains a proper .
register for bridges. The official who N
carriesout the inspection hastokey in LR
thedetails and put his/hersignature,” * ¥
a top railway ministry official said. Sources said though the Centre
launched the BMIS project in February; it is yet to appoint a consul-
tant tor national highways in Maharashtra to map the bridges and
their details, which include year of construction, schedule for repa-
ir or maintenance. The road transport ministry had claimed the
BMIS system will automatically generate a pop-up mentioning the
maintenance schedules of bridges.

The state PWD claims it does periodic checks of the bridges but
after Tuesday’s tragedy, it wants to none have suffered structural da-
mageduetotherains andflooding. ‘A report will be presented by the
PWD in the next fortnight,” Shinde said in a statement.

cial from the PWD depart-
ment. |
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi recently asked the state
government to take over the
470km highway expansion
project asthe NHAI was fed up
with delays in land acquisi-
tion. The expansion project
was handed over to the PWD a
month ago. |
The Mumbai-Goa highway
records the highest number of
accidents in the state and is
known as its ‘killer highway’.
Itis very narrow, with only two

lanes, and a major part of the
highway passes through ghats
and 1s notorious for head-on
collisions or vehicles falling in
the valley. Work on its expan-
sion has been delayed since
2008. Following a mishap in
2013, in which 37 people were
Killed after the bus they were

travelling infell off abridgene-
ar Khed, there was talk of spee-
ding up the expansion project.
But there has been no pro-
gress.

Residents of Raigad dis-
trict said the government ma-
chinery remained idle and no
repairs were taken up for seve-

ral years, with stretches of the
highway merely given face-
lifts. |

But over the last few years,
the ‘killer tag’ has prompted se-
veralvehiclestoavoid the high-
way and take the Pune-Kolha-
pur highway though itisan ho-
ur longer, toreach the Konkan.
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2 Buses, Unknown No. Of Cars Plunge Into Raging River At Nigh 1;

Over 20 feared dead as bridge on

Goa-Mum hlghway washed away

1927 Structure
Safe State Had
Said In May

Times News NETWORK
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Mumbai: At least 22 people =7 savitrd

arefeared to have drowned af- e s River Goa
ter a nearly 90-year-old bridge N 9.30pm Two Mumbai-bound
at Mahad on the Mumbai-Goa buses from Jaigad and Rajapur ;

highway collapsed during a
torrential downpour in the
region on Tuesday night. The
dead included passengers
- and crew of two Maharashtra
state transport buses bound
for Mumbai, which plunged
into river Savitri after por-
tions of the bridge fell. There
were unconfirmed reports of
other vehicles also being
swept away In the floodwa-
ters. No bodies were recove-
red whenreportslast camein.

~ FULL COVERAGE: P2 & 4

The incident took place
: close to midnight. It is belie-
ved the drivers of the two bu-

g reach Chiplun bus depot with
63 passengers. 45 passengers
alight, 18 continue journey. %
Both buses leave 15 mins apart

10.30pM First bus reaches

Poladpur, 30km away, leaves
for Mahad: second bus follows :

Around 11.30pm Bridge

collapses and is washed away
- Dy the raging Savitri river

- 12am officials at Mahad depot
call counterparts in Poladpur, ;
saying buses haven't arrived, }
Later it is confirmed that p
vehicles fell into river dueto %
the bndge collapse en route g :

. T .
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ses, moving in pitch darkness > In a massive rescue op, the
amid heavy rain, failed to see Centre rushed four 40-member
that sections of the British- NDRF teams along with 12 boats
era, masonry bridge had and expert divers to the spot.
crumbled under the weight of Four helicopters of the Navy,
thefloodwaters. “Theprimary |

reason seems to be the high

pressure caused due to flood- ' ' -
ing of river Savitriduetohea- have reported relatives mis-- -- pur in the Konkanregion. ducted becaus&aﬂ:er an-in- oy,
‘ 'vyramsm cateyient(alen)of sing in the tragedy Most of The incident rocked the spection of the structure irt

: Mahabaleshwar,” said chief them were travelling back on assembly. PWD minister Ek- May,itwas declaredﬁtforus&l
. minister DevendraFadnavis.  the two state transport buses nath Shinde told the house 4

SixfamiliesfromMumbai comingfromJaigadandRaja- thatan mqmry would be con- - PA 2-lane death trap,P 4

e . - . a——l




~ Drought-hit far

$

[

[

1' LY
Ly

AL

' For Centre To

- State Waiting
Allot Add| Funds

Bhavika. Jaln@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: Four months after pro-
mising compensation to cotton,
. soybean and paddy farmers from
nearly 12,000 drought-affected
villages in Vidarbha and Nashik
districts, the Maharashtra go-
vernment has left them in the
lurch. |
The state government, which
had recently tabled a Rs 13,032-
crore supplementary expenditu-
re in the legislative assembly and
8o far, distributed Rs 3,400 among

» ‘Pln October 2015,

the state government
declares drought in
15,757 villages, mainly in
Marathwada, north Ma-
harashtra and Khandesh
| regions and assures
compensation. In March
2016, 11,962 more vil-
lages are added in the
drought-affected list

» According to the
National Disaster Relief

farmers whose crops were affec-
ted due to the severe drought this
year, had excluded 11,962 villages
as thefarmers weregrowingcash
crops and could wait to receive

the percentage of rainfifs Wk
and crop lossesare "IN
studied for declaration g ShSaEay

1

|

IANS
. htreporters@hin

NEW DELHI: Rains brought
relief from the humidity in
Delhi on Saturday, with the
maximum temperature set-
tling at 32.8 degrees Celsius,
one notch below the season’s
average, the Met office said.
Some rain is also likely on
Sunday.

A weather official said the
day started off as humid but
the subsequent rains brought
down the temperature.

He added that the Palam

observatory recorded 18.4
mm of rain, Lodhi Road 3 mm,
Ridge 2.4 mm while Ayanagar

({A('\j —f= 01
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'DELAY IN COMPENSATION
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11,962 villages, the rairf i
percentage is above thé 3
norm, but the governmiiés
considers the drop in crgs
production and decideg-3
override the NDRF norrig
and declare these villaggs

e

compensation. ,
State officials said the relief
and rehabilitation department

"~ had proposed a supplementary

demand of Rs 4,000 crore, inclu-

ding Rs 2,000 crore to be given as
compensation to farmers in the
11,962 villages, Rs 1,200 crore as
compensation for failed rabi
crops and the rest for water tan-
kers and cattlefeed, but the finan-
cedepartmenthasn’t included its
demand. The compensation will
be dispensed only after the Cent-
re approves the special package
for drought-hit farmers.

Farmer organisations comp-
lained that the delay in allotting
compensation is adversely affec-
ting farmers as sowing season
has started.

According to senior state offi-
cials, the total compensation
amount against losses for these
farmers comes to around Rs 2,000
crore and the government is wai-
tingfortheCentretoallotadditio-

observatory received 17 mm
rain in Delhi between 8.30 a.m.

to 5.30 p.m.

“Generally cloudy sky
with thunderstorm and rain
is likely to occur on Sunday;”
said an official of the India
Meteorological Department
(]MD)' | s _®

The maximum and minil-
mum temperatures are likely
to hover around 32 and 27
degrees celsius, respectively.

Delhi residents woke up to
a cloudy Saturday morning,
with the minimum tempera-
ture at 29 degrees Celsius, two
notches above the season’s
average, while the humidity
oscillated between 90 and 65%.

,'-F' .

A weather official said
: subsequent rain brought down the temperature.

11111
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nal funds. “It’s as if the govern-
ment hasforgotten thesefarmers
after declaring them drought af-
fected. There hasbeenanadmini-
strativedelay inmakingfundsav-
ailable as the government is rely-
ing on the additional funding
from Centre,” said a state official.

Of the total Rs 13,032-crore of
supplementary expenditure de-
mand, the government plans to
spend Rs 1,750 crore on Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi'’s flagship
project called Housing for All
2022, Rs 800 crore as premium for
thenewly introduced agriculture
insurance scheme called Prad-
han Mantri Pik Bima Yojana, Rs
701 crore for Sarva Siksha Abhiy-
an and Rs 503 crore for the const-
ruction of the Ahmednagar- Par-
li- Beed railway line.

in 12K villages await aid
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ur the choppy waters of the8avitri, vis, who went to the spot to perso-
However, search teams were nally supervise the rescue opera-
unabletofind thebodiesor trace the tions, told TOI the bridge would be
vehicle that were swept away. “So  rebuilt withina year. |
far, we have not been able to find the The bridge collapse has once
bodies or anythingelse, but the ope- again focused attention on areas
ration will continge tomorrow. The where quality of road infrastructuy-
visibility underwater is low,” said reis booror outdated. The Mumbai-
an NDRF diver | Goa NH66 (earlier NH17) is a scenic
Two éxtremely heavy magnets stretch, but remainsadeath trap. In
havenow been dropped on theriver- recent years, the rising number of
bed close to the site of the bridge to casualtieson this two-lane highway
draw metallic objects such as vehi- has prompted travellers headed for
cles towards ijt. “Satellite imagery Goa to take a detour via Pune and
technology is also being explored Kolhapur There are 36 arch bridges
for the rescue operation. Navy heli- of graniteand masonrydating back
Copters havenot yet been abletotra- to the colonial period on the same
Ceé anything. A decision on the route. Uniopn transport minister Ni-
T night-time operation will be taken tin Gadkarihad recently unveiled a
- another mission was also diverted s . keeping visibility in mind,” said Plan to make the road more tourist-
to the area. The NDRF deployed di- Chief minister Devendra Fadnavis at the Srivastava. friendly by broadening it, but the
vers with inflatable dinghies to sco- accident spot on Wednesday Chief minister Devendra Fadna- pPlan for nowremains on paper.

9 @ Yo ¢ | 9P

K K Chaudhary

he Opposition demanded a ju-
I dicial probe and said cases
should be booked against tho-
seresponsible,
A search and rescye effort was
- mounted within hours of the inci-
- dent despite the rain and lack of
+ light. Raigad district collector She-
. etalUgaleand SP Suvez Haque coor-
' dinated to rope in the Coast Guard,
. Navy and the National Disaster Re-
. sponse Force (NDRF). The Coast
-~ Guard deployed a Chetak helicop-
. ter to carry out a search while the
.~ Navyflewina Seaking 42C all-weat-
~ her aircraft along with a diving te- | o g LS
am. A Seaking 42B helicopter on YA e ™
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NOWHERE TO GO: People marooned on top of a house in Valsad town on Tuesday following heavy rain. Overnightrrain
lashed several parts of Gujarat, causing flood-like situation in which five persons were killed. — pHoto: P
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