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Ganga siltations
on Centre’s radar

Vishwa.Mohan@tlmesgroup.com

New Delhi: Almost a year af-

ter Bihar chief minister Ni-
tish Kumar fmst flagged silta-

tioninthe Ganga duringame-
eting with PM Narendra Mo-
di, the Union water resources
ministry hasdecided to setup
a committee to ﬂpok into the
variousaspectsof flo- -
ods and siltation in
thestate.

“The committee

conducted an aerial

- survey of the reach of river

Ganga from Buxar (Bihar) to
Farakka (Bengal),” said an of-
ficial of theministry. 5
“The opinion of the state
government has been obtai-

* ned inrespectof constitution

of the committee, including

" itsterms of reference,” the of-

ficial added. ;
In a meeting with the PM

~ inAugust2016, Kumar had bla-

med the deposit of silt in the
Ganga for the “slow discharge
of water” from the Farakka
Dam,; which, he claimed, had
led to flooding in many dis-
tricts. Hehad alsodemanded a
national silt management po-
licy to deal with the issue ina
scientificmanner. .
Thecentral team,
comprising experts
like former chair-
man of the central

* will be set up on the | water commission A
basis of suggestions B Pandya and IIT-Ro-
made by a central te- orkee’s Z Ahmed, vi-
am thdt recently visi- | T sited the state .and
ted the stateand even Njitish Kumar held  discussions

with the chief mini-
sterand thestate government
officialsonJune5.
Theministryis, meanwhi-
le, preparingto come out with
anational river sediment ma-
nagement policy, which will
enlist measures to scientifi-
cally de-silt rivers that have,
overtheyears,lost the capaci-
tytohold water dueto excessi-
vesiltation.
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‘Rain resumes after
Jull, TB dam, KRS snd
receive gaod inflow

BENGALURU: Tungabhadra = 'accompamed by thunder and

‘and KrishnarajaSagara ~ lightning, on Sunday. Showers
reservoirs in Bailariand pounded Maddur town for
| Mandya districts respective- more than two hours, leaving
Iy havereceivedgoodin- several roads andlocalities wa-

flow in the past 24 hours fol- terlogged. Koppa, Besagara-
‘lowing copious rain intheir  halli, Kesturu, Bharathinagar
catchmentareas. and parts of Malavalli taluk too
" Tungabhadra dam near received good rain.

Hosapete on Sunday received ~

6,043 cusecs. It was 4,757 Hema water released
cusecs on Saturday. The out- Meanwhile, the JD(S) workers
flow on Sunday was a meagre ended their 10-day protest after
20 cusecs. The dam, lifeline of Hemavathi damauthoritiesre-
Ballari, Koppal and Raichur leased water to Right Bank
districts, received over halftm- ‘Canal on Sunday Responding
¢ft water in the last 24 hours to former prime minister HD
| A ' (ending 8:am on Sunday). The Deve Gowda’s plea, Chief Min-
storagelevelinthedamstands ister Siddaramaiah ordered the
at42.204 tmcft against 39.589 - damauthoritiesto release1tm-
tmeft during the correspon- cft water to canal. On Sunday,
ding period, last year. The max- about 600 cusecs of water was
imum storage level at TBdam released to the canal, bringing
is133 tmetft, including 30 tmeft  smiles on the faces of the dis-
| of silt deposit. - - tressed farmers of the region.
1 With good showers in Cau- - A large number of JID(S)

verybasin, theinflowtotheKr- workers and farmers, on Sun-
ishnarajasagar (KRS) reservoir - day, took out a 12-km- long pa-
increased on Sunday, reports dayatra to Gorur dam and of-
DHNS from Mandya. Thein- fered bagina to the right bank
flowwhichwas 4,651 cusecson - canal.
Saturday increased to 11,711 ~ Kodagu district received ]
: cusecsbySunday evening. The lightrain. There wasmoderate :
| outflow is 4,067 cusecs. The rainfallin Napoklu and Bhaga-
water level in KRS, as on Au- mandala experienced moder- )
| gust 6,15 91.50 feet. ate rainfall. : :
|7 Rain resumed after a brief  The sky remained overcast
Iullin Mandya and partsof the in Shanivarasanthe, Somwar-
| district on Sunday. Mandya pete and Kushalnagar.
town experienced good rain, DH News Service
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