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“ 1tis wrong to link the cost.
of disasters with emissions

.'1

rnthiTnnlichi &

] we want to limit future ﬂoodmg damage, global carbon
cutsarea poor method Much more needs tobe done

ethe worldfbcué;é ont‘he‘dév-

stating storms in South Asia -

ndtheUS, itistimelytoaskour-
s two bread, related ques

aw e prevent suchdisasters -

Déspite the devastaﬁon ofrecentwee

| itisincorrecttolink themcreasmg costs of
. disasters with the emission of greenhouse

- and “the absence ofan atmbutable '
| change signal in losses also holds ft I
- losses.” This does not mean that climate

change caused by humans is not real or of

+ genuine concern. But it means that man
. -commentatorsand campaigners—andeve

j umahsts—-seemtmgnoretheserelevan

. scientificfindings:

“Thismatters, because if we want to limit

fu*ure, flooding damage, global carbon cuts :

areaverypoor method. Evenifcarboncuts

likethosepromised betweennowand2030in
e Paristreaty are suocessful they would
Teduce eavy rain increases by a tiny frac- ¢

] elessonfromtheUSandaroundthe
'sthat amuchmoreeffective policyis

tu)nonﬂ odplamsandcoasta}areasmeans

morepeopleatrisk. Andurban -
P P vmgoverﬂoodplamsanddenud~
mgforestsmakematters worse Acxty\mth

UNABATED CUNSTRUCT!ON ON
FLOOD PLAINS AND COASTAL
REAS MEANS THAT THERE ARE
MOREPEOPLEATRISK.AND
URBAN PLANNERS PAVING OVER

: ,FLOGDPLA%NS AND DENUDIN"
l

__peopleoutofpoverty. Copenhagen Consen-

lakes, ponds, and open spaces is not only
more pleasant, but it is better prepared,
ecause all of these features allow water to

- drainaway. Many affected cities have poor

drainageand outdated storm water systems
thatclogwith debris andrubbish. This—and

. alack of pumpingstations and floodgates—

makecitiesmorevulnerabletoflooding. And
having poor ot no early warning systems
meansthat peoplearen’tgiven theinforma-
tiontheyneedtohelpthemescape.

- Themajorityofdeathsin Mumbai’sfloods

occurred inshanty town slums. Indeed, itis

a cruel reality that natural disasters often

- afflictthepoorestthe most. Thismeansthat

efforts to reduce poverty are alsoan “anti-
flooding” measure. Flood deathratesbothin
India, Asia and globally are declining,
because less poverty is making people less
vulnerable. Over the past half century, the
flood deathrateinIndia hasalmosthalved:In
the 1960s, Indiasaw 2.1 flood deaths per mil-
ion peopleper year, whereas2010-16has seen
1deaths, thelowestyet. Sowhile weneedto
addresspolicyissuesoffloodinfrastructure,
planning, and disaster preparedness,
other policy needstobe considered: How
contmuemalﬂngsocmty’s mostvilnerable
tter-off.
vastamountof' state andnatlonal spend—
ing as well as international development
fimdsaredevoted tothis purpose. Toolslike
st-benefit analysis can help prioritise the
policies that will have the biggest absolute
impact foracity, state or nation. Ata global
level, wealready have answers on howtolift

sus commissioned economists to study the
_ international development agendaand iden-
* tifythe approaches thatwouldmakethé big-
- gestimpactforeverydollarspent.
Thepanehdenhﬁed 19policies that would
ongthese,achieving
umversalaccesstocontacephon and family
- planning and cutting tuberculosis by 90%

‘Wouldsavemanyhves.Endjngfuelsubsidies

. (which costIndia $16.9 billion a year in 2013
- and 2014)would be goodfortheenvironment
and free up public funds. And introducing
freer globaltrade would, inthelongerterm,
have the biggest impact on poverty. It is
understandable that wefocusontheimmedi-
ateresponse todisaster. Therebuild is going

- to take a considerable amount of time and

- resources. Butwealsoneed tolook atthe big-
gerpicture, and invest both in smarter poli-
cies and more poverty reduction to reduce
the mpacts of’ future floods.

. Bjom Lombarg is president, Copenhagen Consensus
Centerand Vlsmng Professorat Copenhagen

- Business School

The views expressed are personal
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Chmate change is leadmg
‘toextreme weatherevents

This means that the country must learn to cope with

twin challenge Excesswe rainfall and drought

‘normal’. Tt is variable and unpre-

factis that the monsoon is ‘becomingmore

extreme and morevariable. mthisway, the

newnormal isfiood atthe time of drought.
This year, even as40% of the districts in

Tndiaface prospects ofdrought, close t025%

* districts have had heavy rainfall of more

than 100mm in justamatter ofhours. This
year, evenastheoverall average rainfallin

the country is below normal - deficient —
large partshavereceived much morethan -

theirshare of rainand worse, thisraincame
downinamatter ofhours.
-Chandigarh wasrecently submergedin

' water.Ithad deficient rainfall till August 21,

andthenitgot 115 mm ofrainini2hours.It

drowned. Inother words, 1tgotr0ugh1y15% ;

ofitsannual raininjustafewhours. Benga-
luruhardlyhadanyram andthenitpoured.

. Tt got 150 mm of rain in one day, which is

closeto30% ofitsanmual monsoonrain. Itis
no wonder that the city drowned. Then

Mumbalgotsome3()0mmofram—somels% -

ofitsannualinjusthours.
- Thisshould notsurprise us. Models have
predlcted that the firstimpact ofachanging

climate would be on incre=sed ‘requency

+ andintensity ofextreme weatherevents. It

wasalsopredicted that South Asia would be
worst hit by extreme rain events. Itis hap-
pening. Whatshould worryusis thatmodels
have predicted that this would only get
‘worse astemperatures rise.

i Ontheonehand, wearegetting ourwater

management wrong — we are building in

* floodplains, destroying our water-bodies

- andfillingup our water channels. Mumbai
or ChandlgarhorBengalmu didnotdrown

“ITISTIME TO ACCEPT THAT WE

- ARE BEGINNING TO SEE THE
“IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE.ITIS
TIMETODEMAND THAT THE
WORLD CHANGEITSWAYSTO
MITIGATE EMISSIONS. ITIS ALSO
IMPORTANT TO CHANGE OUR

, 'herln‘dianmonsoon'is‘neverfeally' i

dlctable But now the definition of
whatis' normal’ is changmg iLhe -

onlybecause of extremerain. They drowned

s desh:oyed.Now the changmg climate will
- make this mismanagement even more
deadly. Justcons1derthefacts Thisyear,up

tomid- Angust Indiahashad 16 extremely
heavy rain events, defined as rainfall over

- 244mm in a day and 100 heavy rain events
- definedasrainfallbetween124fo244mmin
- aday. This means that rain will becomea
flood. Worse, inmetrecords, therain willbe

shownasnormal, notrecognising thatitdid
notrain whenitwasmostneededfor sowing
or that the rain came in one downpour. It
cameand went. Ithroughtnobenefits,

Ttistimeweunderstood thisreality. This
meanslearning to cope with twin scenarios.

'This means being obsessive about how to |
mitigate floods and howto live with water

scarcity. Butthe goodnewsisthatdoing one
can helptheother. But weneed to stop debat-
ing, ditheringor dawdling. We know whatto
do. And we have notime to lose — climate

/ “change will only increase with time as
' weather andrainfall willonly getmorevari-

able, moreextreme and more catastrophic.
Theanswertofloodsiswhathasbeen dis-
cussed for long. In fact, it was practised in

“theseflood-proneregions many decades ago.

Itrequires planningsystemsthat candivert
and channelisewater sothatitdoesnotflood
land and destroylife. It meanslinkingrivers
toponds, lakes and ditches sothat wateris
free to flow. This will distribute the water
acrosstheregion and bringother benefits. It
will recharge groundwater so that in the
subsequentmonthsoflowrainfall, thereis
water for drinking and irrigation.
Ttistime to acceptthat we are beginning
toseetheimpact of climate change. Itistime
to demand that the world change itswaysto
mitigate emissions. Itisequally important

" wechange theway we deal with water. The
opportunity liesin making sure thatevery

drop of therainisharvested. Sincerain will
comeinmoreferocious events we must engi-
neerforitsstorageanddrainage. Thisdoes
meanthatevery waterbody,every channel,
drain, nullah andevery catchmenthastobe
safeguarded. Theseare thetemplesofmod-
ernIndia. Builttoworshiprain. Bmltfor our
future.

- Mitigating floods and droughts has only

‘oneanswer: Obsessiveattention tobuilding

millions and millions of connected and liv-
ingwater structures that will capturerain,
be a sponge for flood and storehouse for
drought. The only questionis: when will we
read the writing onthe wall? Get on withiit.
Getitright.
. Sunita Narain s director general, Centre for Science
and Environment, New Delhi
The views expressed are personal
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The Centre today ‘told the
Supreme Court that there
‘was ‘a possibility of a sefle-
,'ment between- 'Pun,)ab and

more ’mme as the PM s out of -
the country," Attorney Gen- -
eral KK Venugopal told a

hearing on November 8.
The mentioning of PM

Bench headed by Chief Jus- - Narendra Modi’s name in
tice of India Dipak Misra dur- 1 the SYL spute by the Atbor- o

ing the bﬁefhea;jifxg. i :ney General is bemg read asa

{EARING ON NOVEMBER &

ment acceptable to both sides.
Senior advocates Shyam
Divan  and  Jagdeep
Dhankhar were present in
_the court on behalf of
‘Haryana, Whﬂe?un}ab was
represented ~ by = senior
advocates AK Ganguly, RS
. Suri and Advocate General

;eht pos&ble Centre tells SC

i 'Ydﬂdl@ fESOlvVe Canalwateriss lbbUE‘ g

Nanda had said a political
party in Haxyana was agitan

ing on the issue.

During the last hearing,

‘Rajasthanhad also demanded

that its rights must be safe-
guarded in any settlement

‘betweeanm;ab andHaryana.

‘Haryana has maintained

osted the atter for further : . ‘

go’matlons at the

Venugepa] had
1o

amive at i ne,cgotlaited"sx?;tf.leL

Atul Nanda Much of the

: : Vremamed pendmg
i Durmg» elasthearmg on
iy
requested the ‘B

= d]rectedboﬂlstatesto ensure
- thatthere was no agitation on
the SYL Canal issue durmg

that it can’t be made to wait
for such a long time for the
construchon of the SYL:Canal.
Any further delay in the exe-
ucutlon of the top court’s
‘decree passed in 2002 would
- lead to people 1osmg faith in
thejudicial system. “Howlong
we wﬂl have {0 wait?” Divan

“The Bench had earher

pendency of the case aft

Covsring L., YIS

I 'were d]ﬁiculhes in imple-
mentation of the court’s
' decree. The decrée was
premised on ‘the fact that |
- there was  ~ough watet dn ‘
~ theriver bn«,wmereianot
~much water flow, makmg it
- impossible to give effecttoit.
Punjab wanted a negotiat-
“ed settlement between the
“two states with the help of
_the Centre e !
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