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Interlinking rivers

THREE YEARS AND SEVEN MONTHS HAVE
PASSED SINCE THE SUPREME COURT ISSUED THE
MANDAMUS. THEPROJECT STILLREMAINS TOBE
IMPLEMENTED. HAD THE ORDER BEEN CARRIED
OUT, NINE CRORE ACRES OF UNCULTIVATED
LAND WOULD HAVE BEEN BROUGHT UNDER
CULTIVATION WITH ASSURED SUPPLY OF WATER
TO RAISE TWO OR THREE CROPS IN A YEAR

three-judge Bench of the Supreme Court headed by
Chief Justice SH Kapadia, the other two being Justices
AK Patnaik and Swaranter Kumar, issued a writ of
mandamus under Article 141 of the Constitution on 27
February 2012 to the Union and State governments concer-
ned to “forthwith constitute™ a Special Committee for Inter-
linking of Rivers. The apex court was constrained to pass
such an order because of the inaction of the Congress-led
United Progressive Alliance government voted to power in
2004, even though the project was initiated by the National
Democratic Alliance government of Atal Behari Vajpayee
in 00z,
The late VR Krishna Iver, venerable retired judge of the

Court decided was final

colony. After independence,
Kanuri Lakshmana Rao, a for-
mer Union minister for irriga-
tion who was responsible for the
construction of the Nagarju-
nasagar Dam, described by
Prime Minister Nehru as “tem-
ple’ of modern India, advocated
interlinking of rivers at the
national level. Capt Dastur fol-
lowed it up with his ‘Garland SAM RAJAPPA

Canal’ project linking the Gan-

ga and the Cauvery The plan was kept alive by Lal Bahadur
Shastri and Indira Gandhi. The Rajiv Gandhi government
established the National Water Development Agency in
1982, but nothing concrete emerged. The nation had to wait
another two decades to see any action on the subject. Vaj-
pavee, the first BJP Prime Minister, not only revived the
idea but also appointed a Task Force for interlinking of riv-
ers with Suresh Prabhu, present Railway minister, as chair-
man, in 2002, The Task Force held more than 5,000 meetings
all over the country and succeeded in convincing almost all
Chief Ministers about the importance of the project, and
submitted a comprehensive report to the government in
2004, Unfortunately the UPA government of Manmohan
Singh, which assumed office in 2004, lacked the enthusiasm
of the Vajpayee government in implementing the dream
project. President Abdul Kalam, inhis addresses to the
nation on Republic Day and Independence Day kept on emn-
phasizing the importance of interlinking of rivers. It fellon
deal governmental ears.

Supreme Court, pointed out then that what the Supreme

not because it was infal-
lible; it was infallible
because it was constitu-
tionally final and strac-
turally supreme. He,
however, conceded that
Judges, “merely because
they wear robes,” can-
not decide on the course
of rivers, whether they
should be linked or not.
That was the realm of
the Executive.

Writing the judp-
ment, Justice Kumar
pointed out that the
delay (in implementing the interlinking of rivers) had
adversely affected the financial benefits that could have
accrued to the parties concerned and the people at large,
and in fact was putting a financial strain on all concerned.
“This is a matter of national benefit and progress. We see
no reason why any State should lag behind in contributing
its hit to bring the interlinking river programme to a suc-
cess, thus saving the people living in drought-prone zones
from hunger and people living in flood-prone areas from the
destruction caused by floods,” the court said.

The committee constituted under this order, the judg-
ment said, shall be responsible for carryving out the inter-
linking programme and its decisions shall take precedence
over alladministrative bodies created under arders of the
Supreme Court and the Amicus Curiae, Ranjit Kumar, was
granted the liberty to file contempt petition in the event of
defanlt or non-compliance of this order.

Three vears and seven months have passed since the
Supreme Court issued the mandamus. The project still
remains to be implemented. Had the order been carried out,
nine crore acres of uncultivated land would have been
brought wnder cultivation with assured supply of water to
raise twoor three crops in a year. Food production of the
country would have trebled from 200 million tonnes a year
to 600 million tonnes. India could have become the granary
of the world. The north-eastern States would have been
spared the agony of recurring floods. It would have also put
an end to suicide by farmers all over the country The pro-

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/6798517?show=print

The report of the
Task Force recom-
mended two divisions
for the project, one for
the Himalavan compo-
nent and another for
the peninsular compo-
nent with a total of 30
links. The Himalayvan
component envisages
building storage reser-
voirs on the Ganga and
the Brahmaputra and
their main tributaries
in order to conserve
waters during the mon-
soon for irrigation and
generation of hydro power, besides checking floods. The
peninsular component envisages a southern water grid
with 16 linkages. It included diversion of surplus waters of
the Mahanadi and the Godavari to the Pennar, Krishna,
Cauwvery and the Vaigal. According to a study by Prof PM
Natarajan, well known hydrologist, and Sambhu Kallolikar,
secretary to the Governor of Tamil Nadu, the annual sur-
face water resources are 68,969 tmeft out of which 8,814
tmeft only gets utilised. The remaining water flows into the
seq. Paddy or pulses raised by utilising one tmeft water
vields income of roughly Rs. 325 crore. The economic bene-
fit of utilising available surface water fully is mind bog-
gling. The Task Force chaired by Prabhu had set up a com-
mittee of experts on finance and bankers led by KV
Kamath, then chairman of ICICI Bank, to work out modali-
ties of financing the interdinking of rivers. The commitiee
was confident of raising Rs. 560,000 crore, the estimated cost
of the project in 2004, Kasturi Rangan, then chairman of
ISRO, offered to provide images collected from remote sens-
ing and satellites to help implement the project.

The Manmohan Singh government escaped contempt of
court pointing to the lack of statutory clearances under the
Environment Protection Act and the Forest Conservation
Act for non-implementation of the Supreme Court man-
damus. Meanwhile, self-seeking and sponsored NGOs
launched a motivated campaign against the project warning
the people of ecological and environmental Armageddon if
the natural flow of rivers was altered toconserve water, The
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Ject would help generate 40,000 MW clean and green energy.
Twomonths of flood waters of the Brahmaputra alone
would have doubled the flow in all the rivers south of the
Vindhyas and drought in peninsular India would have been
athing of the past. These waters could be moved by gravita-
tion except for one place in the Godavari near Pochampalli
where some lifting is involved which could have been over-
come by tunneling. A contour canal along the Sahyadri par-
allel to the Konkan Railway will augment waters in all
south Indian rivers instead of flowing into the Arabian Sea.
The multiplier effect of the National Water Grid will be phe-
nomenal. All along the waterways new settlements can
come up with assured housing for every family. The water-
ways can provide a transport system to move goods and
relieve pressure on the highways and the railways. Depen-
dence onmonsoons by farmers would cease and there would
be no more inter-State river waters dispute.

Interinking rivers in India was mooted first by the
British visionary Arthur Cotton who had tamed the
Godavari and the Krishna in the 19th century, but the
British rulers did not want to invest so much capital in the

LETTERS T0 THE EDITOR

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/6798517?show=print

Perlyar originating on the Western Ghats and flowing
through hills and dales, including a tiger reserve in Kerala,
before it empties into the Arabian Sea, was diverted to flow
eastwards and linked to the Vaigai in Tam il Nadu 120 vears
ago. Ever since, Kerala has been spared recurring floods
caused by the Perivar and tigers are flourishing in the
Thekkady Reserve. Farmers on the Tamil Nadu side have
been able to grow more food, much of it is consumed by the
people of Kerala. There is no empirical evidence of any eco-
logical or environmental disaster the NGOs are talking
about because of the linking of these two rivers. Piecemeal
linking like the Ken and the Betwa in Madhva Pradesh or
the Godavari-Krishna in Andhra Pradesh will not suffice.
The Supreme Court has given a complete road map of the
National River Linking Project. Once implemented, Naren-
dra Modi's Swacch Bharat will become a reality with
swacel water in every farm, every home and every village
24 hours aday

THE 'WHRIT R IS A VETERAMN JOURMALEST AND FORMER DIRECTOR OF THE STATESMAMN FHINT
JOURMAL IS8 SCHOOL
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Heavy rain claims
four livesin TN

CHEMMAL Heavy rain that has
continued o bater Tamil Nadu
since Sunday nighthas claimed
four lives, including a woman
and a 12-year-old girl, even as
the Met department forecasts
rains for the next 48 hours,

More than 20 districes have
beenreceiving heavy rainin the
last 48 hours under the influ-
ence of the southwest mon-
soon, which is active over inte-
rior  Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry.

“Due to convective activity
over entire State, isolated
heavy rain may occur over
Tamil Nadu northern part of
the region during the next 48
hours,” a senior Met official
said.

According to a weather bul-
letin on Tuesday evening, fish-
ermen from Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry were warned not
to Venture into sea as strong
winds from the Southwesterly
direction gusting 4555 kmph
islikely along and offthe stmtes’
coastline,

Meanwhile, rain claimed
four lives inthe state including,
a woman and a girl. Salamal
(GO} and her 12-year old grand
daughter Sathya died when
they touched a snapped live
wire at their paddy field at
Fariyamangalam in Virudho-
nagar district.

Two persons—Diliraj (19)
from Gopichettypallayam in
Erode district and Kanakaraj
(25) in Kancheepuram dis-
trict—died when portion of wall
collapsed over them,

http://www.deccanheraldepaper.com/dh/forms/page.htm#

- VEBET
Twomotorcyclists ride inthe
rain in Chennai on Tuesday.
DH PHOTOD

Sankaridurg in Salem dis-
trict received 9CM rainsin the
last 24 hours, followed by Polur
in Tiruvannamalai which re-
ceived & CM downpour,

Heavy min in neighbouring
Karnataka have brought good
inflow to Mettur's Stanley
reservoir, which remains the
lifeline for farmers in the delta
districts. Water levels in the
reservoir reached about 90
feet.

“The inflow is about 1,000
cusecs and the outflow for
Sambacrop cultivation is about
10,000 cusecs,” a senior PWD
official said,

Beservoirsclose to oron the
Western Ghats including Mul-
laperiyar, Vaigai, Sholayar and
Aliyar continue to receive
healthy inflow of water, while
Manimuthar ACross
Tamirabarani river also re-
ceived good inflow,

Dams insouthem region like
Ehavanisagar, Papanasam,
Sholayar and Parambikulam
have been getting good water
in the last couple of days.

DH News Service
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What's a lake, NGT asks Haryana govt

ANEESHAMATHUR
NEWDELHI OCTOBER?Y

THE NATIONAL Green Tribunal {NGT) pulled
upthe Haryana government on Wednesday
after the latter claimed that the Najafgarh
lake was “nat alake but a low-lying area
where rainwater and overflow from the
Sahibi nvercollected”.

“Whatelse is a lake," asked the NGT
bench headed by Justice Swatanter Kumar

The submussion was made on a petition
fibed by the Indian National Trustfor Artand
Cultural heritage ( INTACH) seeking ordersto
preserve the lake, believed to have been one
ofthe largest water bodies in Delhi once.

INTACH has alleged that the large-scale

The IndianEXPRESS

epaper editions

construction work done in the foodplanaf
the Najafgarh nallah and the lake itself had
drained the area.

The Haryana government — which has
allowed the carving outof some sectorsin
theareas adjacentto the lake — claimed that
there isno naturally occumng lake there, and
only a “low-lying area” is lefL.

INTACH, through its counsel advocate
Jayant Tnpathi, submitted pictures showing
that the water body still existed in the area,
but recent construction would destroy it

The photographs indicate a large num-
ber af aquatic plants in the "lake” area.

The bench has now directed officials from
the Delhi government, the Haryana govem-
ment and the Groundwater Authority of
India to inspect the site on Saturday and file

Thu, 08 October 2015
epaper.indianexpress. com/c/6813784

areport on Monday.

“If there is water in the non-rainy season,
then it is a water body. If thereiswater, then
preserve it" observed the bench. The NGT
has also indicated that it may instruct au-
thaorities to stop construction in the area il
thewater body is there,

“1t'sa low-lying areathatgets water..just
prohibit construction and the water body
will be revived," observed the bench

The NGT bench added thatit willissuedi-
rectionsafier theinspection report isfiled on
Monday.

INTACH has claimed that sectors 106,
107,108 of Gurgaon are being constructedin
the “high flood level" area of the lake, while
there is some construction going onin the
Delhi side of the lake.



Several parts of State
receive moderate rains

BENGALURL: Several parts
of the State received moder-
aterains on Tuesday.

Belagaviand sumrounding vil-
lages received rains for about
an hour while there was light
showerin Ramdurg, Saundatti
and Raibag for the sixth con-
secutiveday.

Sincelast Thursday, city and
parts of the district have been
receiving rain constantly, How-
ever, there was no rainin other
parts of the district

Chitradurga, Davangere
Intermittent moderate rains
continued w lash several parts
of Davangere and Chitradurga
district for the third day.

Harihar, Channagiri, Hon-
nali, Jagahirand Harapanahalli
in Davangere district received
heavy rains. Standing paddy
crop on 40 acres was destroyed
in Ukkadagatri of Harihar
taluk. The road connecting
Eadakola and Kesarahalli in
Harmpanahalli taluk was sub-
merged, affecingmovementof
vehicles,

Holalkere, Hosadurga,
Hiryurand Chiradurga taluks
received moderate rains, Rains
accompanied b by thunder and

lighming lashed Holalkere.

Ballari

Around 30 houses have partal-
Iy collapsed in Ballan duetothe
incessant rains over the past
two days. Standing crops have
been washed away at many
places,

Shivamogga

Moderate © heavy rains con-
tinued to lash several parts of
the district on Tuesday.

Shivamogga, Sagar, Thirtha-
halli, Hosanagar, Shikaripur,
Bhadravathi mhiks received good
spell of rains, Intermittent rains
lashed Hesanagar mhul,

Sagarreceived hemvy rains m-
wards evening. Similarly, skies
opened up in Shivamogga inthe
noon, Water level in Linganamak-
ki dam roseto P92 70 feet against
the maximum level of 819 feet

Mangaluru

The rain that lashed across

Dakshina Kannada district on
Monday nightreceded on Tues-
day. The sky remained overcast
throughout the day.

In the last 24 hours, DE dis-
trict received 47.1 mm rainfall.
Bantwal recorded 83.3 mm of
rainfall followed by Mangalu-
ru—&1 mm, Belthangady—30.4
mim, Puttur—21.9 mm and Sul-
lig—18.8 mm.

Rainsalso receded in Malnad
and plains of Chikkamagaluru,
DH Mews Service
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Re‘hef to ﬂood
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Janajati SmritiJagara
Assam has sughﬁ'ted a mer_n- :

‘orandum to Governor PB Ach-
‘arya, demanding immediate
reliefto the ﬂood-aﬁ’ected peo-
ple of the State. ¢!
The Samiti also called for
proper assessment of the flood-
- hit and demanded that the af-
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The Times of India

Title : Monsoon withdrawal begins in state
Author :

Location :

Mumbai

Article Date : 10/07/2015

Monsoon withdrawal has begun in Maharashtra, said weather bureau officials on Tuesday .

But the thundershowers and gusty winds Mumbai witnessed on Monday caused minimum
temperatures to drop on Tuesday . The Santacruz observatory recorded a minimum temperature of
23.8 degrees Celsius--0.7 degrees below normal. The minimum temperature recorded in Colaba was
24.8 degrees Celsius--0.3 degrees below normal. Mumbaikars, however, continued to reel under the
scorching heat with maximum temperatures increasing. After isolated rain showers over the last
weekend, maximum temperatures had dropped to around 32 degrees Celsius. But on Tuesday ,
Santacruz recorded a maximum temperature of 35 degrees Celsius.

On Tuesday , no rainfall was recorded till 5.30pm and the humidity levels were 68% and 67% at
Colaba and Santacruz respectively . The weather department has forecast light showers or
thundershowers on Wednesday .

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31804&articlexm|=Monsoon-withdrawal-begins-in-state-07102015002031
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