State farmers cry foul
as Rsthan plugs canal

TRIBUNE NEWS &Q}\IICE

HISAR, DECEMBER 7
The Rajasthan

ment’s drive to crack down

on water theft and stop tube-
well-based supply for irriga-
tion in the bordering districts
of Haryana is set to deepen
the problem of irrigation in
Hisar and Sirsa villages.

The Hanumangarh district
administration has launched
a special drive to dismantle
borewells and pipelines laid
by Haryana farmers to get
water to their fields. A team
of Bhadra subdivison of
Hanumangarh district has
started a survey of the entire
border area along the
Sidhmukh canal to check

- the flow of water to Haryana.

SDM, Bhadra, Narendra
Singh Kulhari told The Tri-
bune today that while large
tracts of Rajasthan
remained parched, farmers
in the neighbouring vil-
lages of Haryana have been
stealing water from the

canal to irrigate their fields. .

“We have decided to stop

' ,Drlve to dismantle
. ‘__boreweus launched

. ptpeimes laid by Ha:yana
 farmersto getwatertothew
fields AteamofBhadra
' ,subdtwsonofHanumaw .
gath district has starteda
.,.suweyofthe enure border

the theft after several com-
plaints came to us. We have
detected around 20 such

pipelines  today. The
process to register an FIR is
under way”, the SDM said.
Haryana farmers have dis-
puted the charge. Sultan
Singh, a resident ‘of Chaud-
hariwali village, said he had

purchased a piece of land’

along Sidhmukh canal and
laid the pipeline to fetch
water to irrigate his fields
across the border. “I found a
sweet water source at about

40 feet along the canal which
is the only source of irriga-
tion. The groundwater avail-
able at a deeper level is very
salty. Since most villages
along the Rajasthan border
are located at the tail-end of
canals, the supply is inade-
quate”, he said.

Virender Punia, a farmer
leader in Budak village in
Hisar, said groups of farmers
came together to purchase .
land in Rajasthan and lay
pipeline to fetch water.

“It costs about Rs 20 lakh to

fetch water from Rajasthan.

It can’t be termed illegal”
said Punia, adding around 20
villages in Hisar and Sirsa

‘districts get water from

Rajasthan. “They are in dou-

. ble trouble now. On the one

hand, they face criminal
charges; on the other, they
face the risk of their crops
getting destroyed in the
absence of water supply,” he
said. “Two decade back,
Haryana provided water to
several Rajasthan villages
before the Sidhmukh canal °
was dug up” Punia recalled.
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Govt takes in-principle
decision to ban all
construction on Ganga

AMITAV RANJAN
NEW DELHI|, DECEMBER7

TO MAINTAIN the river’s mini-
mum environmental flow and
protect the ecology dependent
onit,no new constructionwould
be allowed onriver Ganga or any
ofits tributaries.

The decision was taken in
principle last month at an Inter
Ministerial Group (IMG) meet-
ingtoreview an Expert Body re-
port giving clearance to hydro-
electric power (HEP) projects to
be ‘built on Alaknanda and
Bhagirathi river basins in
Uttarakhand.

Sources said a formal banon
construction would be con-
veyed to the Supreme Court af-
ter an IMG-constituted commit-
tee submitsits “comprehensive
view” on all aspects of environ-
ment flow and longitudinal con-
nectivity inthe two rivers, along

with authentic figures of water
availability.

The IMG — comprising
Water Resources Minister Uma
Bharti, Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar and Power
Minister Piyush Goyal — formed
the five-member committee
chaired by Water Resources
Secretary Shashi Shekhar, who
has trashed the Expert Body re-
port on giving clearance to five
of the six HEP projects.

Shekhar told the IMG that the
requirement of environmental
flow and longitudinal connectiv-

" ity, as recommended by the

Expert Body, was “grossly inad-

equate”, “Itwill leave theserivers

with almost no water during
non-monsoon season,” he told
the ministers.

Shekhar has been given a
month’s time to conclude the
committee’s report so as to ap-
prise the Supreme Court of the

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2.

Ganga

government’s final decision at the next
hearing on January 20.

Sources said the IMG is also agreed on
refunding the money invested by project
promoters and has asked the Power
Ministry to “make available latest figures
of expenditure on six HEPs, including the
contractors pending claims”.

According to sources, Bharti has offered
to compensate the six HEPs — NTPC's Lata
Tapavan, NHPC's Kotlibhel IA, GMR’s
Alaknanda, Super Hydro’s Khirao Ganga
and Bhyunder Ganga and THDC's Jelam
Tamak — out of the Namami Gange funds.

The Union Cabinetin May approved Rs
20,000 crore for use over the next five years

for the ﬂagsl@}\l'aﬁ)anﬁ Gange, whichin-

tegrates the effortstoclean and protectthe
river in a comprehensive manner. v
. Bharti, also the minister for Ganga
Rejuvenation, is upset that  the
Environment Ministry filed the affidavit
based on the Expert Body reportin the apex
court without consulting her ministry, even
though the determination and mainte-
nance of minimum environmental flow in
Ganga and its tributaries was one of the
“important mandates” of her ministry.
“Though chief engineer of Central

Water Commission working under this

ministry was included as technical organ-
isation expert (in the Expert Body), CWC is
not competent organisation to give opin-
ionregardinge-flowand longitudinal con-
nectivity,” she wrote to Javadekar.

After the 2013 Uttarakhand floods, the
court took cognizance of the tragedy and
prohibited settingup of anynewHEPinthe
state till further orders. In Decemnber 2014,
it asked the Environment Ministry to con-
sider the six HEPs in a cluster for whicha
four-member committee Was Set up. The
four-member committee in February 2015
said “these six projects in their present
form may not be takenup as they havepo-
tential of causing significantimpacts onthe
bio-diversity, river system, wildlife and

. other fragile eco-systems in areas where

these projects are located due to altered hy-
drological parameters”. The court then
asked the ministry to submit its final rec-
ommendations on the six projects through
anExpertBody. The Expert Body in October
overturned previous recommendations.
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Don't roil the waters
The flood situation in Chennai is now in danger of
being politicised, which must be resisted

amil Nadu chief minister J Jayalalithaa is known to

be a person of few words, but perhaps this was not the

occasion to have kept quiet asa catastrophe of such

monumental proportions hit Chennai. The prime minis-
ter showed the way by going to survey the damage and offering
financial assistance but we have heard too little, too late from
the chief minister on the situation. There is not much that can
be done now to alleviate people’s suffering other than to ensure
that help reaches the needy and lines of communication are
kept open, but it would have been heartening for the beleaguered
citizens of Chennai if the chief minister had reached out to
them rather than just make a statement on relief. Worse, there
is the appalling news that ATADMK supporters have been seen
stopping trucks containing relief material and insisting that
stickers bearing the image of Jayalalithaa be put on them before
they reach the needy.

The ATADMK has a culture of sycophancy but to dlsplay it
at this time does not reflect well on the chief minister or her
administration. In fact, even officials have béen reluctant to
share information with journalists and others for fear that
this will violate the party’s dictates. To be fair, the opposi-
tion party in the state has extended a helping hand and risen
above politics. This is a time when people are hungry for
information and the state administration has to be alive to
this rather than shut off people in this manner. The chief
minister cannot be unaware that she has to lead from the
front on this occasion. \

There is a pressing need for a new urban plan for the city.
Earlier entreaties by civic organisations and environmentalists
against the construction of a second runway on a river bed
were ignored with negative results. Thanks to" the activities
of over-zealous party workers, the situation is now in danger
of being politicised and this is something that must be firmly
resisted by the party leadership. If this becomes yet another
political football, as has happened so often during past natural
calamities, it will be disastrous, given the extent of suffering
and damage that the city has endured and the remarkable
courage shown by its citizens in the face of all odds.
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Reconsider building hospital on Yamuna floodplain: activist

e Akanksha Jain

i e i -

The Parmanand Blind Relief Hospital is coming up on the Yamuna floodplain near Nigambodh ghat.photo: special arrangement

: Environmental activist Manoj Misra has written to Lieutenant Governor Najeeb Jung and Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal requesting them to

reconsider the construction of a blind relief hospital on the Yamuna floodplains in Nigambodh ghat area of Yamuna Bazaar.

Citing example of the recent floods in Chennai, where many patients died due to logistical complications from flooding, Mr. Misra wrote that

Delhi must ensure that no public utility, especially a hospital, is constructed in an area prone to flooding. “...construction in the active
floodplain, of Parmanand Blind Relief Hospital, has been permitted by the DDA. We wonder if any environmental impact assessment or
environmental clearance of the project has been taken?” the letter said. Mr. Misra added that the area where the hospital is coming up is
inundated during normal floods, and a major flood could prove catastrophic.

“We believe this to be an example of a highly irresponsible land-use permission given by the DDA and we request that this dangerous
development be urgently reviewed and the concerned developer be allotted suitable alternate piece of land at a safe location in the city. ...the
Nigambodh ghat area is in urgent need of a "redevelopment plan" with its ecological, religious and mythological values kept intact,” said the
Yamuna Jiye Abhiyaan activist.

Printable version | Dec 8, 2015 3:54:01 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/other-states/reconsider-building-hospital-on-
yamuna-floodplain-activist/article7959417.ece

© The Hindu
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Members of the Lok Sabha
today expressed concern
over drought situation in
the country with the oppo-
sition demanding waiver of
bank loan and electricity
hill for farmers as part of
relief measures.

Atleast two senior mern-
bers, Jyotiraditya Scindia
{Congress) and Trinamul
Congress floor leader Sudip
Bandyopadhyay demanded
that the loans granted to
farmers be waived.

Initiating the debate over
the issue of drought in the
House, Jyotiraditya Scindia
also demanded that elec-
tricity bills of the farmers
should be waived off

"If yvouwanttolearnhow
towaiveoff debt, youshould
learn from our leader Sonia
Gandhi," the Congress chief
whip said, apparently refer-
ring to the 2008 decision of
the Congress-led TUPA gov-
ernment to give Agricultuar-
al Debt Waiver and Debt
Relief worth Rs 70,000 crore.

About 50 per cent of the
country has been hit by
drought this vear, Scindia
said, adding faulty policy an
the part of the central gov-
ernmenthas affected atleast
18 states.

"This is the second con-
secutive year when the cour-
try received deficient mon-
soom,” hesaid. Expressingdis-
may over the government’s
policies, Scindia said high
prices of food items induad-
ing pulses coupled with low
vield due todrought have bro-
ken the back of the far mers.

Targeting the govern-

, :DigitalEdition

Drought debate: Opposition
demandgoodiesfor farmers

ment, the Congress leader
saidit is maintaining silence
over the sufferings of farm-
BIS.

Hewas interrupted mim-
ber of times by BJP members
and whilecountering him the
union Agriculture Minister
RadhaMohan Singh denied
that the gover nment is into
any paralysis.

"We are not sleeping. We
are at work.. just because
yvou have been voted out;
don't think the government
issleeping," Singhsaid adding
adrought relief of Rs 15,000
crore was announced for
Congressruled Karnataka.

To this, Seindia said "there
isasaying in English'there
is many a slip between the
cup amd the lip’ and sug-
gested that announceme nts
about drought relief made for
Karnataka has not been
released vet.

"This government has
made several announcements
but implemen tation is zero,”
he accused. He claimed that
about 11,700 farmers have
committed suicide during
the NDA rule.

BJFs Janardan Mishra
saidthereis noneed to politi-
cise the plight of farmers
affected by drought.

He sugpested that the gov-
ernment should call ameet-
ing of state governments
and make assessment of the
drought situation.

He maintained farmers’
suicide can be checked only
when there is adequate pro-
tection of animals.

"In the past faulty animal
hushandry policy was pur-
sued under which jersey
cows those livedincoldtem-
perature were brought in

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/7540058?show=print

India and made to suffer 45
degree Celsius temperature.
This affected milk produc-
tion," Mishra opined.

To address the problems
faced by farmers, TMC leader
Sudip Bandyvopadhyay said
the central government
should waive off bank loans
extended to farmers.

"The government should
rise to the occasion with a
transparent outlook... and
positiveforesightedness,” he
saidandwondered what was
the methodology followed
in deciding the amount of
funds to be released tostates
by the central government
after a natural calam ity or
drought.

Afterthevisit of acentral
team to anaffectedarea, the
amount is fixved which is "far
from reality and truth", he
said. "What is the actual
process?." he wondered.

West Bengal Chief Min-
ister Mamata Banerjee is
alsosupposedtodiscussthe
situation of farmers among
other issues, with Prime
Minister Narendra MModi,
the TMC leader said.

Noting that no special
packagehas beenannouneed
for West Bengal, Bandy-
opadhyay said the state is fac-
ing a huge financial crisis.

The Centre should inter-
vene and the waiver of bank
loans extended to farmers
should be taken on priority,
headded. BJIVsB Mahtabsaid
oversiper centof the districts
are affected by drought and
the situation is serious.

"There is agrarian cri-
5is... There is great problem
because of drought. Drought
is like a slow poison,” he
noted.
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NOW, STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL IN CHENNAI
Displaced families count their losses

e Ramya Kannan

Women line up for food distributed by a private organisation in Kotturpuram, Chennai on Monday, as scenes of devastation are seen all
around them. Photo: Shaju John

Situation is ripe for an epidemic, health experts sound warning.

The waters have receded as of now, and people are slowly attempting to return to what is left of their homes in most areas of Chennai. If the
skies hold, and further flooding does not occur, then it may be safely assumed that the city has reached the ‘post-impact’ phase of the disaster.

In a flood scenario like this, a key characteristic of this phase is the looming spectre of epidemics and the larger question of sustaining
relief and rehabilitation work.

Piles of garbage

Piles of garbage have been swept up by the flood waters, sewage has entered the homes and where the flood waters have not yet receded, there
is an unbearable stench. In some areas, people have spotted carcasses floating by, and rodents and snakes run riot in abandoned homes. The
situation is ripe for an epidemic, if the State is not prepared, public health experts have warned.

>> 400 more health camps set up

As it is, families are trying to cope with the stress of displacement, and in some cases, with the injuries caused during the floods. A number of
people suffered falls, bites, allergies, skin ailments, and electrocution. The poor hygiene and sanitation situation comes as an extra challenge
at this stage, even as distribution of relief remains an issue that needs to be addressed simultaneously.

“So far, we have no large-scale incidence of fever and diarrhoea, two conditions that we are expecting at this stage,” explains a senior health
department official, not ruling out isolated bursts of disease because of contamination of local water sources. The proven protocol in such
circumstances is a combination of surveillance and prevention activities, watching out for the outbreak of diseases and ensuring that the
factors that contribute to it are removed.

Printable version | Dec 8, 2015 4:00:19 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/chennai/chennai-floods-aftermath-displaced-families-
count-their-losses/article7958695.ece

© The Hindu
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Battered Chennai rises from rubble

Cops shield relief trucks
from goons, ‘sticker’ mobs

Jaya announces flood relief package

ays after DMK chief Karunanidhi criticised her over flood

assistance, Tamil Nadu chief minister J Jayalalithaa on Monday
announced a comprehensive relief package for the flood-hit,
including 10,000 houses, a dole between Rs 5,000 to Rs 10,000 as well
as compensation for loss of crops and poultry for farmers. A financial
assistance of Rs 10,000 for those who lost their huts, allocation of
10,000 tenements besides an aid of Rs 5,000 will be provided to
families hit by the deluge, she said.“For families who lost their huts, a
flood relief of Rs 10,000, ten kilo rice, a dhoti and saree will be given,”
she said. Also, for such families, permanent houses will be provided, it
said. “Immediately, 10,000 tenements will be allotted in Chennai,” she
said. For other families hit by the floods, cash assistance of Rs 5,000,
tenkilorice,adhotiand asaree will be provided, she said. pmi

Team TOI

Chennai: Flood-ravaged
Chennai’s spirits rose with
the sun on Monday as flights
took off, trains chugged on
and people got back to work.
As water receded from many
areas, the challenges became
clearer — of homeless thou-
sands, the spectre of an epi-
demic, the urgency torebuild
infrastructure, and rein in
the bands of Amma support-
ers who try to brand the CM’s
name intorelief supplies.

Life is crawling back to
normal. Buses plied on Mon-
day without charging com-
muters. Power supply wasre-
stored acrossthecity butfora
few patches where electrocu-
tion remained a danger. Mo-
bile phones crackled back to
life and people were talking
long hours sharing woes and
exchanging hopes. Forty
flights took off from the city,
and the airport promised to
be back to full-fledged oper-
ation by Tuesday.

But volunteers, NGOsand

other organisations mobilis-
ingrelief for victims have an-
other task on their hands —
arranging for police protec-
tion. Amid reports of goons
and ruling partymen hijack-
ing relief material and
branding it with Amma stick-
ers, many in the central and
southern districts are asking
for copstoaccompany trucks.

The district administra-
tions are obliging by depu-
tingtwoarmedreserve police

personnel per vehicle.

Retired DSP M Vellingiri

of Karur, worried over vehi-
cles being hijacked near
Chengalpet, was advised by
TAS officer U Sagayam to send
Rs 4 lakh worth of material
meant for Chennaito a school
in Cuddalore where hun-
dreds of affected people were
housed. The Karur SP de-
puted two armed constables
toprotect the vehicle.

An AIJIADMK member,
however, said there wasno in-
structionfromthepartylead-
ership to paste the CM’s pho-
tosonrelief material.

1 b : - T
RIVER CHENNAI: The flood of the century turned out a great leveller

Potatoes
going for
7100 a kilo

Team TOI

Chennai: Heavy rain and
flooding in the city has affect-
ed supply and pushed up pric-
es of meat and some vegeta-
bles, with potatoes retailing
for Rs 100/kg in some parts of
the city on Monday.

Worse, it appeared that
some retailers or wholesalers
they purchase groceries from
were making a killing, with res-
idents reporting that prices
were uneven across the city. Po-
tatoes were available for Rs 70/
kgin Alwarpet but cost Rs80/kg
in Kodambakkam and Ashok
Nagar, and anywhere between
that and Rs 100/kg in other
parts of the city. The rate of po-
tatoes on online portals, howev-
er, was Rs 28/kg. The wholesale
rate is also around Rs 20/kg,
said V R Soundararajan, advi-
sor to the Koyambedu Whole-
sale Traders Association.

Doctors’ network feels Chennai’s
pulse, reaches out to

Team TOI

Chennai: Gowri Shankar,
fondly known as ‘military
uncle’, has been sick for the
pastone week, and residents
of hisapartment complex at
Tambaram, one of the
worst-affected areas, are un-
able to help the 73-year-old
procure his daily blood pres-
sure medication. This is not
anisolated story.

It is to provide treatment
to such patients that many
doctors, including diabetol-
ogists, are forming a net-
work to help provide quality
medical assistance to people
in inaccessible areas. “Our
clinics are yet to see a crowd
as many people are still
stuck in their houses with-
out access to medical care.
So, we doctors have formed
teams and are sharing pa-
tients and conducting on-
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Flood affected people gettingmedical assistance at a medical camp

5

at Kotturpuram in Chennai on Monday

line consultations. If one of
my patientsislivinginapar-
ticular locality and a doctor
Iknowlives nearby,Irequest
him to take a look at the pa-
tient and prescribe medi-
cines. This method works
as all of us are networking,”

stars got nearly 1.42 lakh retweets

Source: Twitter

said diabetologist Dr K
Ponvannan.

Health experts are also
worried as people with
symptomssimilartothose of
theseasonal flu—Ilikerunny
nose, sneezing, coughing,
eye pain and sore throat —
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Buying Sintex PSTP Tanks is sensible thinking. Sintex PSTP Tanks are equipped
to automatically recycle the collected water so that it can be reused
for gardening and irrigation purposes. They also do not require a sludge
bed that usually accumulates sludge in one place, hence reducing the
chances of water overflowing out of the tank. Get Sintex.
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ut-off areas

are consumingrandommed-
ication available at home.
“People should not blindly
follow tips doled out on so-
cial media platforms as it
may result in serious conse-
quences. Randomly con-
suming medication can have
serious side-effects which
may be more complicated to
treat than the infection it-
self,” said director of public
health Dr K Kolandaisamy,
adding, “In the current sit-
uation, people should be
aware of the consequences
of self-medication,and must
consult doctors or health of-
ficials before arriving at a
conclusion.” He also re-
quested the public to contact
the ‘104’ helpline for advice.
An official from diagnos-
tic laboratory chain Lister
Metropolis said they were
seeingasurgeinthenumber
of people cominginfortests.

followed
Indian
accounts,

only one -
Narendra Modi
- is non-
Bollywood

TN govt let
30,000 cops

sitidle while

city sank

Team TOI

Chennai: Experts call it the
single biggest blunder by the
Tamil Nadu government,
whichis battlingthe Chennai
floods. Much of the 1.15 lakh-
strong police force remained
largely idle over the past fort-
night, as the government did
not follow the procedures to
mobilise police for rescue
and relief operations.

While the 28,000-odd cops
in Chennai were engaged in
regular law and order, crowd
control and ‘VIP duty’, more
than 65% of the state force
based in districts unaffected
by rains was reduced to mere
spectators, aretired police of-
ficer, who has handled such
situations, told TOI.

When a calamity strikes,
the state police control room
is instantly activated, and a
circular is issued to all dis-

WHAT A WASTE

trict police chiefs to rush a
certain number of personnel
to the affected region. During
a calamity of this size, each
district could have easily sent
about 1,000 personnel.

“By not following this pro-
tocol, the government wasted
the services of 30,000 cops
whose presence would have
brought about order and con-
fidence in affected areas,” he
said. Notably, neither the DGP
nor the police commissioner
was present at a press meet
clled by the chief secretary.

Tamil Nadu police have a
well-equipped ready-to-use
master control room. A fleet
of vehicles, drivers, divers,
ration and diesel is also kept
ready. Most of these facilities
were idle during the floods
and rescue operations. Not
many knew of a food control
room at the police HQ, so it is
no surprise that it received
few calls during the crisis.

Police officers in districts
told TOI that they had not re-
ceived any order to move to-
wards the deluge-hit capital.
Confirminglack of coordina-
tion, an officer said, “Thardly
see senior police officers at
rescue centres in the city.”
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Another year of
~dal crisis looms,
govt takes stock

CONSUMPTI

Annual domestic
requirement

of pulses |

Approx 22-23 MTs

Domestic production
declined from 19.3
MT in 2013-14 to
17.2 MT in 2014-15,
likely to increase
marginally in 2015-16

Import has
increased from
3MTsto5 MTs

Rajasthan
13

Maharashtra
10

» Last year domestic arhar
production was 20-22 lakh
tonnes against need /&
of 32 lakh tonnes (
» 80% of arhar is
produced in India

» Production in Myanmar and
East Africa was far less

. > Arhar production is

| Myanmar & Africa is expected
)/ to increase marginally from 4
" lakh tonnes to 5 lakh tonnes

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

: New Delhi: Preparingtotide
. overanother year of shortage
- of pulses, particularly arhar
. dalthattriggered a crisis, pri-
. vate
. formed government of their
. intention to import nearly 5.5
* million tonnes (MTs) of puls-
. esnext year in comparison to
: about4.5MTsin 2015.

importers have in-

The government will also

. increase import besides car-
. ryingout direct procurement
. from farmersto create stock.

Sources said private im-

. porters shared their prepa-
: redness with government at
. ameeting held in commerce
: ministry on Wednesday. In-
. diaisthelargest importer of
. pulses because of deficient
. production back home. The
: demand supply gap is 3-5
: MTsandthetrendislikely to
. continue in 2015-16 though
- domesticproduction may in-
: creasemarginally.

Traders insist the crisis

was more acute this year, par-
ticularly forarhar,asitwasin
short supply in the interna-
tional market. They deny
there was much hoarding.

However, officials did not
buy this since prices of all
pulses, including chana dal
and masoor, increased sig-
nificantly. “The prices start-
ed shooting simultaneously.
So, to prevent such a situa-
tionagain, we have to import
to create some stock and fix
the stock limits,” said a gov-
ernment official.

Sources said that govern-
ment has to prepare for
shortage of arhar consider-
ing that India produces 80%
of arhar. While the demand
was 35 lakh tonnes in 2015,
domestic production was on-
ly 201akh tonnes and around
3.5lakhtonnes wasimported
by private players. Next year,
domestic production may in-
crease marginally to 21 lakh
tonnes and import would be
around 4.51akh tonnes.

CBI raids PSU

chief in U’khand

housing scam

Neeraj.Chauhan
@timesgroup.com

: New Delhi: Cracking the
: whip on another public sec-
. torundertaking, the Central
* Bureau of Investigation on
: Sunday evening carried out
: massive raids on Hindustan
. Steelworks
. Limited (HSCL) offices, its
. chairman-cum-managing

: director Moyukh Bhaduri,
. other officials of the PSU,
: and premises of a private
: company for alleged corrup-
. tion in a group housing pro-
. jectin Uttarakhand.

Construction

CBI sources said several

. teams swung into action and
. carried out searches in Delhi,
 Haryana, Uttarakhand, West
. Bengal and Uttar Pradesh in-
. cluding HSCL's head office in
: Hastings, Kolkata and Bhadu-
. ri'spremisesandrecoveredin-
: criminating documents.

According to the sources,

. theCMD isaccused of indulg-
: ing in corrupt practices with
 some private company(s) for
. the work of a group housing
: project in Dehradun, which
* was given to HSCL by Mus-
. soorie-Dehradun
. ment Authority (MDDA).

Develop-

CBI sources said that

- HSCL, being a government
. undertaking, is given con-
. sultancy projects for central
. and state government pro-
. jectsfor infrastructure, steel
¢ plants, thermal and hydel
. power plants and other civil
. engineering works.

Sources said that MDDA

The CMD is accused
of indulging in
corrupt practices
with some private
companys for the
work of a group
housing project in
Dehradun, which was
given to HSCL by
Mussoorie-Dehradun
Development
Authority

had given the contract for a
group housing project to
HSCL in which some private
company was favoured lead-
ingtolosses. CBI officials re-
fused to divulge more details
on the contract, its worth
and which private company
and other officials of HSCL
were involved in the process.

Despite  repeated at-
tempts, Bhaduriand other se-
nior officials of HSCL could
not be contacted for their
comments but senior officials
atthe PSU confirmed that CBI
teamshad carried outraidsat
CMD'’s premises and compa-
ny offices. Bhaduri was ap-
pointed CMD of HSCL on
April 2013 for a period of five
years. Before becoming the
director, he was posted as di-
rector (finance) there.

It wasnot known till Mon-
day evening if any arrests
had been made or enquiry
was initiated on a complaint
given by CVC or it was CBI’s
independent operation.

Mountain of rotting wheat to go dirt cheap

Neel.Kamal@timesgroup.com

Bathinda: Two procure-
ment agencies of Punjab
have started the process of
disposing damaged wheat
stacked in the open on
plinths across the state. Pun-
jab Agro Foodgrains Corpo-
ration (PAFC) and Markfed
have already floated tenders
for auction of 1.93 lakh
tonnes of the foodgrain,
which is not fit for human
consumption.

This wheat was procured
during 2009-10 to 2012-13. Mar-
ket value of thestocktobedis-
posed of as per current mini-
mum support price works out
to be Rs 294 crore, but it is ex-
pected to fetch less than one-
third of the amount.

The MSP for 2008-09 was
Rs 1,000 per quintal, in 2009-
10Rs1,080,in2010-11Rs 1,100,

Thes sacks of wheat have been dumped in the open for six yars )

in2011-12Rs1,120and in 2012-
13Rs1,285. Sources said most
of the wheat tobe disposed of

is only fit for industrial use
or manure dumping. Wheat
under the category of ma-

nure dumping fetches only

10% of the MSP.
In November, TOI had
highlighted how  wheat

stacked in the open plinths
near Rampura and Talwandi
Sabo in Bathinda was rotting
and foul smell emanating
from it was causing problems
to people living nearby. Now,
PAFC has floated tenders to
auction 1.46lakh tonne wheat
for the 2008-09 to 2012-13 peri-
od. Tenders will be opened on
December 22. Markfed has
floated tenders to auction
46,597 tonnes and the bids will
be opened on December 14.
“Wheat is being allowed
to rot, causing huge losses to
state exchequer due to ab-
sence of scientific storage fa-
cilities. Every year during
harvesting time, problem of
storage crops up. Apart from
that laxity of officials is also

responsible for wheat wast-
age. Money lost by the state
government should be reco-
vered from the persons re-
sponsible for it,” said Narain
Dutt, president of Inquilabi
Kendra Punjab. Bharatiya
Kisan Union (Ekta Ugrahan)
general secretary Sukhdev
Singh Kokri said wheat
should have been distributed
among poor before it was al-
lowed torot.

PAFC managing director
Kahan Singh Pannu told
TOI, “As the wheat is dam-
agedtotheextentthatitisnot
fit for human consumption,
we got permission from the
Union government to auc-
tion it. The state government
will look into fixing respon-
sibility to recover the losses.
The rotten wheat is expected
to be sold at nearly one-third
of the current MSP.”
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# The institutions will
hawve to at least devise
energy- efficiency
schemes and individuals
will have to abandon the
present craze of seeking
happiness through
acquisition of more and
maore goods as in
consumerist lifestyles. »*

## The Kyoto Protocol
failed primarily because
rich countries refused to
accept differentiated
responsibility and bear
the burden for
mitigation agenda. This
was despite them being
responsible for causing
immense damage to the
environment. **

, :DigitalEdition

Be it developed countries oremerging economies, environmental concerns are subservient to econorr
shift from the current market-driven system to one oriented towards ecological sustainablity can help tc
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Performers wearing effigies of world leaders. (From left) German Chancellor Angela Merkel, China's President Xi Jinping, US President
Barack Obama, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Francois Hollande gather for a breakfast organised by Oxfam
inthe run up to the COP21 Summitin Paris. The menu reads: We wish more ambition at the negotiations table. are

Heed the global warning

PrITAM SINGH

ARIS has been the focus of

global attention in the last few

days due to terrorist atrocities

and is now the focus of atten-
tion due to the global climate summit
which is taking place there. Global
warming caused by global climate
change is the single-most important
challenge humanity is facing today. Itis
a far bigger threat to humanity’s sur-
vival than terrorism. Terrorists can kill
only in hundreds orin thousands. Glob-
al warming will kill in millions. Political
and military establishments have a
vested interest in overstating the prob-
lem of global terrorism because there is
a ring of urgency about it. From the
viewpoint of humanity as a whole, what
is more important is the threat of glob-
al warming. The urgent should not
overtake the important.

Global warming is the increase in the
average temperature of the earth's
near-surface air and oceans. This can
be due to natural reasons as well as
human social activity. Aceording to the
UNO's Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC), the main
cause of global warming since the mid-
dle of the 20th century is human aetiv-
ity related to fossil fuel burning and
deforestation. These human activities
lead to increasing greenhotise gas con-
centrations, which result in trapping
the sun’s radiation in the earth’s atmos-
phere, leading to warming of the earth.
The main greenhouse gases are: Car-
bon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4) and
nitrous oxide (N20), of which carbon
dioxide is the most important.

The high increase in the generation
of the greenhouse gasesis a product of
the manner in which our modern
socio-economic system runs and our
way of life shaped by this socio-eco-
nomic system. Our global socio-eco-
nomic system is governed by the logic
of profit-making, reinvestment and
continuous increase in economic
growth. This logic demands intensi-
fied use of resources, especially ener-
gy, to carry on expanding prod uction of
commodities and services. In order to
create expanding demand for this

expanding supply, it needs consumers
to spend more and more on goods and
services.  Burgeoning supermarket
malls backed by massive advertise-
ment campaigns to increase sales is
one of the most visible signs of the log-
ic of the vicious circle of high demand
and high supply aimed at profit max-
imisation. It is by understanding this
logic of the capitalist economic system
that one can make sense of the appar-
ently absurd appeal made by George
Bush to American citizens after the
September 2001 terrorist attack. He
had said, “Go shopping”. Shopping is
viewed as a tool to both increase
demand as well as to instil alifestyle of
consumerist “therapy”.

The rate at which global warming is
taking place is frightening. The year
2015 is likely to be the hottest year
since the earth temperature started
being recorded in 1850. Thisis on top of
the year 2014 having been the hottest
year so far. According to seientific con-
sensus, an average rise of more than 2
degree centigrade will be a tipping
point for causing catastrophic and per-
haps irreversible changes. An increase
of 1 degree has already taken place.
The consequences of such global
warming will be the melting of ice-
caps, rise in sea levels and flooding.
Flooding destroys crops and lands, and
contributes to food shortages,

Global warming can also lead to water
shortages in some areas and even to
desertification. This will further con-
tribute to food shortages and deteriora-
tion of the sanitation systems. Con-
flicts over water use and food
availability make the world more vul-
nerable to use of violence in dealing
with these confliets.

Some of the other consequences of
global warming are deaths due to rising
mualaria epidemic, heat strokes and sal-
monella (food poising). According tothe
projections made by the Global Human-
itarian Forum, athink tank setupby the
former UN secretary general Kofi Anan,
theincreasing severe heatwaves, floods,
storms and forest fires will be responsi-
ble for as many as 500,000 deaths a year
by 2030. The poverty and displacement
caused by these changes will lead to an

unprecedented surge in a new category
of refugees, the environmental refugees.

There are two key aspects of dealing
with the challenge of global climate
change: Mitigation and adaptation.
Mitigation means reduction in green-
house gases emissions, and adaptation
means preparing for some of the
inevitable consequences of global
warming. From a mitigation point of
view, research by the Potsdam Institute
suggests that average emissions will
need to be reduced by at least 60 per-
cent of the 1990 baseline by 2030. This,
in fact, means that the developed capi-
talist economies will have to reduce
their emissions by 90 percent by 2030.
Meeting this target will require a glob-
al agreement between the developed
and the developing economies at the
Paris summit. This will have implica-
tions for governments, institutions and
individuals. Governments will have to
develop a framework of greater
reliance upon renewable sources of
energy and a system of incentivising
environmentally friendly economic
activities and disincentivising environ-
mentally damaging activities. The
great environmental ethic of three Rs
—reduce, reuse and recycle —should
shape our lifestyles rather than the cur-
rent consumerist lifestyle.

Adaptation systems need to be setup
in anticipation of the harmful conse-
quences of global warming that has
already taken place. The health sys-
tems will need to be upgraded to deal
with large-scale deaths of human
beings. Rise in animal deaths will pol-
lute water and air and inerease the risk
of diseases. Flood-control systems
need to be developed in advance and
resettlement policies need to be in
place to accommodate environmental
refugees. The developments at the Paris
summit will be closely watched to see
whether the globalleadershiprisesupto
this challenge by hammering out a
treaty with legally binding emission-
reduction targets or ends up in a disap-
pointing patch-up of escape clauses.

The wriler is a Professor of
Econmnics al Oxford Brookes
Universily, Oxford.

Violating

KuLpip SINGH

HE ill-effects of global warn

attributed largely to industri:

tion, were taken serious not
the first time at the “Earth Summ
1992, held in Rio de Janerio, Brazil
participating countries resolvec
undertake measures to reduce the
ume of emissions of greenhouse ga:
the level of 1990 by the year 2000.

The Eyoto Protocol of 1997, that be
operative in 2005, reiterated the goals
the Rio Summit and fixed the targ:
redudng the emissions of greenhotis
es to the tune of 52 percent from th
elof 1990, by the year 2012. It adopte
principle of “common but different
responsibility” according to whick
countries that were pime culprit
causing damage to the ecologywould
tribute more for its mitigation agen
was understood that rich industria
countries would provide modern tech
gy for switching over to deaner sourd
energy, which was the key to halting
al warming. However, success rems
elusive as the volume of greenhouse g
continued to increase and damage
environment in alamming propor
Such emissions have increased by ¢
16 per cent from the level of 1990,

We are witness to the realitythat 1
of 14 hottest years on record
occurred since 2000, Now 2015is tur
out to be the hottest year There is 1
spread fear of the world bearing
brunt of a rise in tem perature beyc
“C by the end of this century. Sciet
evidence suggests that even if the
rent policies and commitments are
implemented there are chances of
perature exceeding be yond the leve
world is trying to maintain,

After the Paris climate summit, n
is time to visualise the reasons fo
failiires of previous efforts since
Paris summit is taking place at a
when the first commitment pha:
Kyoto Protoeol has ended in 2012,
second phase will continue till |
when the new agenda worked o
Paris  would take on Ironically
Kyoto Protocol which will be replac
the most comprehensive arrangel
based on the principle of justice to
been been worked out for facing
lenges of dimate change.

In fact, industrialised countries list
the Annexurel of the United Na
Framework Convention on  Cli
Change (UNFCCC) were asked to er
emission cutson being legitimately ic
fied as the major culprits. From this fl
their moral responsibility for the frans
technology and providing finance
remedial measures. The US refused t
ify the Kyoto Protocol and other ind
alised countries followed it by walkin
of the regime from which the worlc
high hopes. Polluters, despite being ©
obligation to bear the burden, ran
from the responsibility and the rest ¢
countries which were victims did not
the meansto bear the burden. This bes
the cardinal factor for the failure of =
quent efforts at Copenhagen in 2006
the summits that followed.

The industnalised countries he
run away from Eyoto Protocol
emerging economies like China
India having refused to accept le
binding emission cuts, there started
search for a new climate agenda. I
new paradigm, every country is to
emission reduction targets and wor
remedial measures of its own. Met

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/7540648?show=print
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