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Fog to get worse today, temp
~may drop to12°C, say ¢

LTI I FYRT T FRY T iit--;-;*...'.iiti&d!liriililiill-I.ii.-ti;irfgvilbnﬁmgii

- = aruveetil, alaw@hindustanhmes com '

"NEWDELHI The c1ty was engu]fed
in dense fog on Wednesday as
people couldn’t see beyond 50 -
-metres in the early hours of the
morning. Officials expect this -

situation to continue, and may

evengetworseon Thursday.
- The Regional Weather Fore- |
cast Centre (RWFC) has pre-

dicteddensetovery densefogfor

the national capital on Thurs- -
day, with maximum and mini- T
~mum tmnperatures expected to
- be25°C and 12°C, respectively. -
“Indira Gandhi International -
Airport I'ﬂay experience very
dense for- Erom 3am to 9am on
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ping to less than 50metre,” RK* % ihc-‘; tvinds do not dlsperse the

- Jenamani, director of IGI MeT
| Department said. : +
Flight nperaﬂonséreusua]ly |
aﬁ‘ected when visibility levels
-~ drop below 200 metre. - '

The RWFC scientist also

~ spoke about the unique charac- °
terofthemndwhlchmﬁnsﬂlat‘;
- particulate matter is dot dis-"
persed. “The calin and iight vari-’
-able winds, that are expected to
.;.'-persmt also prevent the disper-

smn of parnculate matter " he
* With the AQI expected to hit

| very poor levels (3370) on Thurs- -
" day,thehighPM 2.5levelsmixed

with the fog could spell another

oulh

pai'tlculate matter.
* OnWednesday, ﬂs1b1]1ty var-

1ed between 50 metre to 1,000 "

metre,affecting flights, road
transport, and everyday life in

. thecity,accordingtothe RWFC.
‘Thechanging wind patterns, the

cyclonicairmovement over the
Bay of Bengal, and the lowered
winter temperatures all contrib-
ute to the development of fog in
thecity.

“Therelative humidity inthe
city is close to 100%; this means

- there is a lot of moisture in the
air. During cold climates, this

moisture createsfog,” explained
ascientistat RWFC.
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; *Moga on Thursday

not mterested in raki

B.]P Moga premdent 'Ihr
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id | The central leadershlp of the |
r |- BJP will not be part of the
L | SADshow of strengﬂl m of strength of the Akali Dal. -
. “Being a local leader of the
‘1t is learnt that ithe BJP 1s “ BJPIhavealsonotbeen mwt—

fheup edbythe Akalis,” hes_ id,
e | the inter-state water issues. . - '
IS JBemgmpnwermHaryana, ,_
is | the central BJP leadership .
n | doesnot want to mw:l:e any
4 | frouble keeping inview of ~

; _' | the sensitivity of the matter.
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lochan Smgh G1]1 sald he had
no information about the cen-.

- trdl BJP leadership’s part:lm-

patlon in the rally, which, -
according to him, was a show

Deputy Mayor ﬂf Moga also.

sage from his party szde 10 -

attend the Akali Dal'’s tally -
so far. “Owing to my person-
al relations--_with_'l_ocal. SAD f
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1ea§ers 1 Wﬂl attend the ral-
1;::3&: added. . ..
Party spokesman Vmeet
?I_ i said state BJP presi-
.dent Vijay Sampla would
" attend the rally. But no
" national lével. le ader was
commg, he confirmed.

- A visit to the rally site at
Kﬂl Chahal village revealed
* that the rally organisers have

'said that there was no mes- = not erected hoardings of the

'BJP clearly indicating that
even the worker-level partic-
1pat10n of the a]hanc part-

ner is mlms cule
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Quakekills 97 in Indonesias Aceh j

MEUREUDU, DECEMBER 7
A strong undersea earth-
quake rocked Indonesia’s
Aceh province early today,
killing at least 97 persons
and sparking a frantic res-
cue effort 1n the rubble of
dozens of collapsed and
damaged buildings.

The shallow 6.5-magnitude
quake struck Pidie Jaya dis-
trict 1n Aceh province at
dawn as many in the mainly
Muslhim region on Sumatra
island were preparing for
morning prayers.

The death toll has steadily
climbed as rescue cCrews
search, often by hand,
through the homes, mosques
and shops reduced to ruins.

The earlier figure of 52 dead
was revised up significantly
by the Indonesian military,
which has taken over respon-
sibility for the search and res-
cue operation.

“So far 97 people have been
killed and the number keeps
growing,” Aceh military chief
Tatang Sulaiman told AFP,

‘“When we retrieve bodies
sometimes there’s five,
sometimes 10 corpses.”

More than 1,000 soldiers
and about 900 police have
been deployed to the worst-
hit areas to set up shelters and
evacuation points, he added.

Hundreds of houses and
shops had been levelled by the
quake, leaving countless peo-
ple homeless and in need of
basic supples like food and
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The hand of an earthquake
SUrvivor is seen under rubble as
residents try to rescue himin
Pidie Jaya, Aceh province, on
Wednesday; and (R) people walk
past a collapsed mosque. arp
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water “Theelectricityisstilloff.  rams there will be disease.” ed on the grass out front or
Some places have generators, The sole hospital in Pidie  sent to neighbouring districts
but there are not many,” local Jaya was quickly over- with better factities.

disaster agency head said. “Ifit ~ whelmed, with patients treat- ~ The district health office

The Times of |ndia (A)

chief Said Abduliah said near-
ly 200 injured had arrived
since the quake, but many
would not enter the hospital
for fear of aftershocks. “We
are treating people outside.
We took the beds out because
nobody 1s daring enter the
hospital,” he told AFP

Another regional hospital
had suffered serious damage
in the quake, along with
schools and other key mfra-
structure, a national disaster
agency spokesman said.

In the hard-hit town of
Meureuduy, terrified residents
rushed outside as their homes
buckled and crumbled.
“Everything was destroyed,”
said Hashi Jaya, who pulled
his two children unconscious
from the rubble of their home.

“It was pitch black because
the electricity was out. 1
looked around and all my
neighbours’ homes were
completely flattened.”

An AFP correspondent
sald dazed residents were
wandering debris-strewn
streets, unable to return to
their damaged homes in
fear of aftershocks. Some
fled to higher ground for
fear of a tsunami although
no alert was issued.

A huge undersea earth-
quake in 2004 triggered a
tsunam that engulfed parts
of Aceh and other countres
around the Indian Ocean,
killing more than 170,000 peo-
ple in Indonesia alone. — AFP
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