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:nesel engines line the Botad sub-branch canal, installed to ‘lift’ Narmada water; (below): a farmer-installed engine with pipes to draw and transport water. javed Rajc

,, . ¢ .
Narmada waters more in canals than in farms

HARISH DAMODARAN &
GOPALKATESHIYA
SURENDRANAGAR, RAJKOT, DECEMBER 7

THAKARSHIBHAI DAYABHAL Patel does not
deny that the Narmada river waters have
reached Gujarat's parched Saurashtra region.
They are, indeed, irrigating his own and also
other farmers’ fields in Malod village of
Surendranagar district’s Wadhwan taluka.
“The issue isn't whether the water has
come, but at what cost,” says this 30-acre
farmer whose village is just a couple of kilo-
metres from the Dhanki-Botad sub-branch
canal. There is enough water in this one as
well as five other sub-branches —
Vallabhipur, Maliya, Limbdi, Dhrangadhra
and Morbi — of the Saurashtra Branch Canal
{SBC), which, in turn, offtakes from the
Narmada Main Canal (NMC) near Kadi in
North Gujarat's Mehsana district.
According to Patel, the problem is not
with water in the canals or sub-branches, but
taking it further to the fields, “for which we
have had to shell out money ourselves”. He
1 among the many farmers in Malod and ad-
inining villages who have installed diesel en-
onthe bunds of the Botad sub-branch
nal 1o Hft” and carry the Narmada waters,

A typical Rajkot-made 10-horsepower
diesel engine costs around Rs 40,000.1t could
go up to Rs 55,000 if a 16-hp engine were
used, to enable pumping water over alonger
distance. But the main investment is in the
PVC pipes, through which the pumped wa-
ter can be conveyed to the fields.

“A standard 8mm pipe cornes at Rs 50-
55 per feet. Adding digging and under-
ground laying costs takes it to Rs 75. For 1
km, you need about 3,300 feet of pipe,
which will cost Rs 2.5 lakh. There are farm-
ers who have installed engines and pipes to
carry water to their fields even up to 10km
ormore,” claims Patel.

The investments are, however, only one
part. Even more is the recurring cost. A
diesel engine takes about five hours to wa-
ter aone-acre field of kapas (raw un-ginned
cotton), while burning 1.5 litres of diese] per
hour on an average. Assuming five irriga-
tions for the crop's entire duration, the to-
tal fuel cost at current diesel prices of Rs 62
per litre works out to over Rs 2,300 an acre.
This is more than half the cost of harvest-
ing (“picking”), which, at Rs 5/kg on an av-
erage kapas yield of 800 kg, translates into
Rs 4,000 an acre.

“We were initially prepared to incur these
costs, on top of mvesting Rs 15-25 lakh on

engines and pipes, only because Narmada
water was available and kapas rates, too,
were Rs 1,100-1,200 per 20-kg. But today,
prices are at Rs 850-900 and there is no re-
turn on our investments. Narmada has only
added to the debts of the khedut (farmer),”
commplains Patel.

Surendranagar, which votes Saturday, is
incidentally India’s biggest cotton-produc-
ing districtand seen to have benefited most
by the arrival of water from Sardar Sarovar,
popularly known as the Narmada dam.

Narendrasinh Rana, a member of the
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh's Gujarat state execu-
tive body and the RSS-affiliated organisa-
tior's former Surendranagar district presi-

dent, blames the problems of Saurashtra’s
farmers mainly on the poor progress ir.
building the distributaries, minors and sub-
minor canals that are supposed to take the
Narmada waters to the fields.

The Sardar Sarovar Narmada Nigam Lt¢
has completed the 458 km-long NMC fromr
the massive dam at Kevadiya in Gujarat’s
Narmada district to the Rajasthan border
the SBC that offtakes from the main cana
atabout 263 km in Kadi(Mehsana); and al
its six sub-branch canals serving the
Saurashtra region.

“Whatever work has been done on the
distributaries, minors and sub-minors is €l
ther incomplete or shoddy. As a result, th:
burden of last-mile investment has virtuall
been loaded on to the farmer. The diesel en
gines you see on the canal bunds are techni
cally illegal. But do the kheduts have
choice?” Rana points out.

He cites the example of Halvad in Mort
district. This taluka receives Narmada wate
from three sub-branch canals — Maljy:
Dhrangadhra and Morbi — fed by the SBC
pumping station at Dhanki i
Surendranagar's Lakhtar tafuka. “But all th
water hardly goes to farmers' fields. Muchi«
it is used by industry or for drinking watt
supply in urban centres,” he adds.
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AoLrespoiisibie
of Yamunafloodplains

fordamage
:NCT

Usez5 crore fine submitted by the foundation for restoration work, green boardtellsDDA

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

n a sethack to the Art of
Living Foundation of spir-
itualleader RaviShankar,

the Nationa! Green Tri-
unal on thursday held i
responsiblefor causing dam-
ageandenvironmentaldegra-
dation of the Yamuna flood
plainsby holding a three-day
cultural extravaganzalast vear.

While refusing to impose
an additional environment
fine on the Aol. which has
already deposited Rs 5 crore,
the NGT ordered the DDA to
use this amount to restore
the tloodplains andbill the AoL
i the costis more orreturn to
itthebalanceifthe costisbelow
that amount.

The Aol termed the verdict
“erroneous and untenable” and
said they would move the
Supreme Court against it.

Orderingthat theYamuna
riverbed should not be used
to hold any cultural activity of
this kind in future, the green
paneldirected the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) to
assessthe damage caused on
floodplains and compute cost
of restoration iniine with the

o

.
14

= The tribunal said that in case the expenditure of
the restoration crosses 35 crore then it would be

recovered from the Aol.

w The NGT also said that Yamuna fioodplains should
not be used for any activity which can cause damage

to the environment.

recommendations of the expert
panel appointed by it.

"We hold and declare that
AoLisresponsiblefor causing
damage and environmental
degradation of the floodplain
ofriver Yamunalimited to the
area that was awarded toitby
DDA and the State of UP in
terms of thereportof the High
Powered Committee,” the
NGT said in its judgement.

The Aol.had organised the

World Culture Festival from
March 11-13, 2016, on the
floodplains and constructed
an oval-shaped stage over an
area of seven acres.

Noting that the AoL has
already deposited Rs 5 crore
with the DDA, it said "in the
event, the expenditure for that
purpose onthe portionofthe
land forming part of Phase-1I
of the projectof DDA s found
to be in excess of Rs 5 crore,

i !
DDA would be at liberty to
recover the said amount and
Aol shall be liable to pay the
said amount on demand.

"If finally the expenditure
to be incurred on thatamount
is less than Rs 5 crore, the
remaining amount would be
refunded by DDA to AoL," a
bench headed by NGT Chair-
person Justice Swatanter Kumar
said. The tribunal rapped the
DDA over its failure to main-
tain the natural features and
ecology of theYamunaflood-
plainsand saidithasfailed to
exercise its statutory duty in
consonance with the envi-
ronmental laws in force.

It, however, refrained from
imposing environmental com-
pensationonthe DDA onthe

ground that it has already
planned construction of
bio-diversity park and improve-
ment of floodplains from ifs
own funds.

The bench, also compris
ing Justice Jawad Rahim anc
expert member BS Sajwan, saic
that even the Delhi Pollutior
Control Committee had failec
to exercise due caution it
granting permission to AoL.1
should have considered th
request for permission i
accordance with environ
mental laws in force.

Before the pronouncemer
ofthejudgement, the NGT wi
informed that Justice R
Pathore, who had easlier hear
the matier, had recused frot
the bench.
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