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Uma Bhartihopes

Mahanadi-Godavaririver
link project will take off

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, 8 February

Union Water Resources Min-
ister UUma Bharti today ex-
pressed hope that the much
awaited Mahanadi-Goda-
varilink project in Odisha
would soon get clearance
from all stakeholders, in-
cluding the state govern-
ment.

"The Inter-linking of Riv-
ers(ILR) programimeis very
important for enhancing
water and food security of
the country and would be
very helpful in providing wa-
ter to water-short, drought-
prone and rainfed farming
areas," Ms Bharti said here
while chairing the eighth
meeting of the Special Com-
mittee for Inter-Linking of
Rivers.

She said the government
is committed to implemen-
tation of ILR programme
withconsensusamnd cooper-
ation of the concer ned state
governments.

Referring to her meet-
ing with Chief Minister of
Odisha Naveen Patnaik in
Bhubaneswar on 3 February
regarmding Mahanadi-God-
avarilink project, the min-
ister said it was decided
that a team of officers from

the Centre and the state gov-
ernment will discuss all is-
suesabout this link andwill
submit its report withinsix
months.

“Afterthisreportitssub-
mitted, I will have another
meeting with the Chief Mini-
ter { Maveen Patnaik) to fi-
nalise Mahanadi-Godavari
link project and [ am very
hopeful for a positive re-
sponse from Government
of Odishainthisregard,"she
said.

Giving an update about
Ken-Betwa link project, the
minister said various

clearances in respect of
Ken-Betwa link project
Phasel areinthe advanced
stage.

Referring to the status of
Par-Tapi-Narmadalink proj-
ect, Ms Bharti said the issue
of water sharing between Gu-
jarat and Maharashtrainre-
spect of Damanganga-Pin-
jal and Par-Tapi-Narmada
link projects is being taken
up on priority.

The chief ministers of
Maharashira and Gujarat
have expressed their desire
toresolveallissuesrelating
to water sharing under the
proposed link project for
taking up their implemen-
tation, she said.

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/8520753?show=print
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Yamuna shows no signs of healing,
murky road ahead for its clean-u

Mallica Joshi

= mallica joshi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Activists had cheered
a year ago the National Green
Tribunal (NGT)'s order to
authorities to ensure a minimal
flow of water in the Yamuna,
which industrial waste has
reduced to a noxious black
thread covered by a sea of foam.

But joy has turned to cynicism
with the river, which is revered
by many Hindus and plays a key
role in several religious rituals,
remaining as polluted as it was
last year, if not more.

The NGT’s instruction has
been ignored and the Yamuna,
which meets 70% of Delhi’s
water needs, resembles a sew-
age channel despite nearly %5,000
crore being spent over two dec-
ades to clean it.

According to river expert
Manoj Misra, if the Yamuna is
allowed to maintain a mininmm
flowof 10 cusecs(cubic metresper
second), it will clean itself. But,
this has been a contentious issue
for Delhi and Haryana, twoneigh-
bouring states the river traverses,
and no solution is in sight.

The NGT also asked the Delhi
government to start work on
sewage interceptors and the
Najafgarh drain, the Yamuna'’s
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= The Yamuna, Delhi’s lifeline, is as polluted as it was last year. HT FILE

biggest polluter, at full throttle.
A vear later, there’s no visible
change. Government officials
say infrastructure projects so
massive in scale need time to
appear on the ground.

However, cultural and sport-
ing activities have picked up,
including music festivals,
Yamuna aarti as well as kayak-
ing and canoeing. Efforts are on
to bring people to the river so
they appreciate its importance.

Critics though say the way the
AAP government is pursuing the
plan is flawed.

“The sewage treatment plants
we install will only bring the BOD
(biochemical oxygen demand, a
measure of oxygen needed by

microorganisms) in the river to
about 10. BOD for bathing water
isless than 3,” said water activist
Vijay Kumar Jain. “This means
even after all the investment, the
water will not be fit to bathe in.”

Officials from the Delhi Jal
Board, responsible for supply-
ing potable water tomost parts of
the Capital, blame lack of coop-
eration from other states for the
lagging clean-up plan. A special
purpose vehicle, or subsidiary
company, was created but it has
not done any substantial work.

DJB chairperson Kapil Mishra
pledged last year that he would
bathein the river in 2017. He told
HT he was sticking to his com-
mitment.

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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Title : Guj-Maha dispute stalls river project
Author : Vishwa Mohan

Location :

New Delhi:

Article Date : 02/09/2016

2 Interlinking Plans Run Into Trouble Over Water Shares

Differences over water sharing between two BJP-ruled states Gujarat and Maharashtra continue to
block the Centre's ambitious plan to go ahead with its two river-linking projects -Damanganga-Pinjal
and ParTapi-Narmada. Though the detailed project reports (DPRs) of these river links had been
submitted to the Centre in August last year, the matter has not yet been resolved as Gujarat wants the
Maharashtra government to share more wa ter from the Tapi river if it wants additional share from the
proposed DamangangaPinjal link which will supply water to Mumbai. The differences between the
two states over the issue was discussed in the review meeting on inter-linking of river (ILRs) projects
here on Monday .

Referring to the matter, Union water resources minister Uma Bharati, who chaired the meeting, said it
was decided to hold officer-level meeting to sort out issues. “After this, I will hold a meeting with the
CMs of both the states on the issue,* said Bharati.

Looking to meet Mumba i's drinking water demand till the year 2060, the Centre as well as
Maharashtra and Gujarat governments had last year formally agreed to link Damanganga and Pinjal
rivers through multi-purpose dams and tunnels. Besides augmenting water supply to meet the
domestic requirement of Mumbai, the project will also benefit Gujarat as the state would be free to ut
ilise water spilled from Bhu gad and Khargihill dams.

The project, having thre dams and two tunnels, is ex pected to be completed in se ven years once both
the state agree to start its implementa tion. It will divert surplus wa ter of Damanganga river a Bhugad
and Khargihill reser voirs to Pinjal reservoir in Vai tarna basin from where the combined water of
Damanganga and Pinjal rivers will be further taken to Mumbai.

Besides these two inter-linking of river projects, the ministry in its meeting also reviewed the progress
on the implementation of the Ken-Betwa link project (Phase-1) of Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.
The Ken-Betwa link is the first project that had got the Cabinet's nod under the present NDA
government, but it has not moved forward in the absence of forest, wildlife and environmental
clearance.

Bharti said she had spoken to the Union environment minister Prakash Javadekar in this regard and
was very hopeful of getting the necessary clearances very soon.

For the full report, log on to http:www.timesofindia.com

Union minister Uma Bharati will hold talks with the Chs an the issue
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WATER RELIEF
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1 AS A RIGHT:
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amending the Act yet

The Aam Aadi Pa re a white paper on water titled ‘Jal Swaraj’ before the polls
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Capital’s glass finally loc

As the Kejriwal govt. completes one year in office, The Hindu takes a look at the promises

elhi is getting the most quantity
of water it has ever got, with
treated water supply reaching a
peak of 900 million gallons per
day (MGD) in the past one year.
Three new water treatment
plants, 12 new underground res-
ervoirs and 120km of new pipe-
lines have been laid in a year.
When the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government came to
power in February 2015, it prom-
ised to carry out key changes in
the water sector in its election
manifesto. The AAP even
brought out a special white pa-
per on water with 13 broad goals.
Giving free water (up to 20,000
litres) to all households; scrap-
ping the annual hike in rates that
the Sheila Dikshit government
had introduced; and cracking

down on the tanker mafia that -

thrived because
of the city’s un-
planned nature
- these were the
promises.

A year later,
the govern-
ment’s record
on water has
been  mixed.
Water  supply
has been in-
creased by 60 MGD on average
and 205 colonies have been add-
ed to the network, but projects
like installing GPS on all tankers
and setting up drinking water
kiosks have been delayed.

The increase in supply has
been largely due to Haryana re-
leasing additional water through
Munak Canal after the High
Court in March 2015 ordered
that State to release water to Del-
hi.

For the first time in its history,
the sub-city of Dwarka in South-
West Delhi has got piped water.
The area’ was planned by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), even though there was
no additional water supply.

Dwarka resident and the head
of the Dwarka Forum, Rejimon
C.XK, said the tankers and bore-
wells that sustained the sub-city
since 2000 have almost disap-
peared.

“Though the quantity of water
may be less in the summer, we
have almost stopped using bore-
wells and tankers completely in
the past year,” he said.

He added that the health of

WATER RELIEF

The Aam Aadmi Party released a white paper on water tltled ‘Jal Swaraj before the poIIs
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Dwarka residents had also im-
proved, as the DJB’s treated wa-
ter was cleaner than the ground-
water that had higher TDS (total
dissolved solids) content.

“Every winter we had to
change the element of water
heaters three times. But, this
winter with the DJB supply we
haven’t had to change the ele-
ment,” said Mr. Rejimon.

DJB Member (Water Supply)
R.S. Tyagi said 120 wells had
been sealed in Dwarka, and 45
DJB tankers and 72 DDA tankers
had been phased out.

“Delhi is getting 930 MGD of
raw water, of which about 80
MGD is from groundwater
sources. By starting treatment at
three plants that were unused
for years, we have reached a

] For the first time in

its history, the
sub-city of Dwarka

l in South-West Delhi
has got piped water

peak of 900 MGD,” said Mr

Tyagi.

He added that soon 15SMGD of
water would be added to the sup-

ply from Palla.

The other important promise,

with both political and practical
implications, was giving 20,000
litres of free water.

There were concerns that the

DJB wouldn’t be able to survive
the financial implications of the
subsidy. But, even though 38.8
per cent of the DJB’s 23 lakh con-

sumers avail of the rebate, the
revenue has gone up.

“The free water scheme of
ours is a case study for others.
We were told that the DJB would
go bankrupt, but we have earned
Rs.178 crore more,” said DJB
chairperson Kapil Mishra.

Though Delhi has more water,
and more Delhiites have access
to piped water than before, some
of the big infrastructure projects
of the DJB look like they will
miss their deadlines.

The ambitious interceptor
sewer project was supposed to
be completed by June 2015, then
the deadline got pushed to De-
cember 2016.

And now, Mr. Mishra says that
it will be between December

"2016 and March 2017.




educing the charges

for new water and

sewer connections

has not done much
to encourage illegal users to
switch to paid connections,
Delhi Jal Board officials have
admitted.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government, which
came to power last February,
had made it a goal to get resi-
dents of unauthorised colonies
to get legal connections after
being added to the piped net-
work. The scheme of reduced
water and sewer development
charges has recently been ex-
tended for another six months,
but so far only 1.4 lakh consum-
ers have benefitted from it, as
per the DJB’s own admission.

The charges were reduced
by nearly 80 per cent to a flat
rate of Rs.100 per square metre
for properties in D, E, F, G and
H categories of unauthorised
colonies. To be eligible, the plot
has to be up to 200 square
metres and being utilised for
domestic or mixed use only.

“This policy has not had a big
impact on new connections,
but we had not anticipated it as
well,” said a senior DJB official.

In fact, an AAP MLA admit-
ted that most people were still
unwilling to switch over to me-
tered connections.

“On a recent visit, residents
of an unauthorised colony told
me that the charges were still
too high. But, then I pointed out
that they had expensive two-
wheelers parked outside their
homes. They were not ready to
pay for water as they have been
getting it for free,” said the Aam

1.4 1akh consumers nave beneritied. PHOTO: AP

‘Difficult to wean away
those getting free water’

Scheme hasn't encouraged illegal users to switch to paid connections

GETTING CONNECTED

In the past year, the water network has grown, but many still left out

¢ supply — up from
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FUNCTIONAL METERS

Aadmi Party (AAP) MLA.

The total number of new wa-
ter connections has gone up
over the past year, with a 919
per cent increase from March 1,
2015 to February 1, 2016.

R.S. Tyagi, the DJB Member
(water supply), said: “We are
working towards regularising

MGD treated water

835 millions of gaIIons per day to plped water supply

0,199 INCREASE IN TOTAL CONNECTIONS .

households
W have access

e R
METERED CONNECT[ONS
2318,694

ACTIVE CONNECTIONS
Se.uTY

connections in unauthggised
colonies as we provide piped
water to them.”

Of the 1,639 unauthorised
colonies in Dethi, 1,105 colonies
have been extended piped wa-
ter as of now, with 205 of them
being added in the past one
year.




‘Summer of 2016 will be the best so far’

elhiJal Board
Chairperson and
Cabinet member Kapil
Mishra speaks to
Damini Nath about how the AAP
government’s pre-election focus
on water has sustained a year on.

Water was one of the biggest
areas of concern for AAP. What
were the challenges you faced
when it came to implementing
your poll promises?

We came to power in February
when summer was just a few
months away. The summer action
plan of the DJB was not ready. We
had a big challenge of how we
would face the summer. The
other worry was how we would
make our assets, like the Dwarka
and Bawana treatment plants,
functional as they had been lying
unused for years for lack of raw
water. Everyone was either
questioning or laughing at us

about the 20 kl free water scheme.

@

| will consider myself successful as DJB
chairperson when no Delhiite knows where

their zonal revenue office is, or who the Water
Minister is or that there is even an organisation

called the Delhi Jal Board. Everyone
should get water in their homes at
all times and pay their bills online

Kapil Mishra,
DJB Chairperson

ey

How did you deal with these?

‘We had the summer action plan
drawn up after consultations with
all MLAs about the water
situation in their constituencies.
In three months, we had both the
Dwarka and Bawana plants
operational. They are both
functioning at near full capacity.
Almost all unauthorised colonies
of Dwarka and Bawana are getting
water now. The 20 ki scheme has
become a case study, we have not

L

only provided free water, but our
revenue has increased.

How has the consumer experience
changed?

One of the.biggest problems is
our billing system. We are still
dealing with it. The meter readers
would not go regularly.
Sometimes people would not get
bills for six months and then
suddenly get huge bills. We have
improved a lot. Earlier there

would be 2 1lakh meter readings in
one cycle and now its about 16
lakh readings. We have also
recently launched the app
‘mSeva’, which will really make it
easy for people to pay their bills.

. There had been allegations of
corruption, from bribes for new
connections to the tanker mafia.
What have you done on that?

Till the Anti-Corruption
Branch was under us, the DJB had
the msot officials of any
department who had been caught.
Even after that, when we brought
out the scheme for new
connections we had to suspend
four zonal revenue officers as
they were not complying. We
have re-launched the scheme
with changes, CCTV cameras
have been installed, there are
volunteers on the ground. So far,
we haven’t got complaints of
corruption like we did last time
the scheme was launched.




ROAD | REPAIR @ New tech allows roads to absorh water, costs almost the same

GHMC ignores water-

" NOJUMP IN COST
g2 ROADS IN the Netherlands have a simple

COREENA SUARES | DC
HYDERABAD, FEB. 6

Relaying of 1,800 km of city
roads prior to the GHMC
elections was done with
concrete, but without any
modern technology or
ideas being used.

In the Netherlands, the
roads are constructed with
material that absorbs rain-
water, which allows for
recharging of groundwa-
ter. In Hyderabad, after a
single downpour there is
water logging on roads but
no change in groundwater
levels.

The cost per kilometre is
almost the same.

Several areas, like
Habsiguda, have been
declared dry as there is
zero groundwater. >

Experts hold GHMC
responsible for not apply-

techonology that allows them to absorb water.
It costs about Z54 lakh per km.

@ GHMC PAYS %50 lakh per km of concrete

ing such techniques or
working on water harvest-
ing pits.

Prof. N.V. Ramana Rao of
JNTU’s civil engineering
department said, “This
technology is called ‘pervi-
ous concrete roads’ in
which there are open pores

road, ‘pervious tech’ will cost 60 |§1kh in_lndj,a.

S

surface.

road
Whenever it rains, the road
absorbs water and this
recharges the groundwater
level. Indian roads are nor-
mally made of solid blocks. .
The pervious concrete road

on the

technology is currently
used in Delhi. Some apart-

ments and gated communi-
ties have laid these roads.”

“Pervious roads are also
designed to take the traffic
load. It is a mixture of
‘aggregate’ — small broken
pieces of stone and a spe-
cial grade of cement —
when water flows on it, it
gets absorbed into the
ground below. Foreign
nations spend around
$80,000 (about 54 lakh) on
one km of this road. “In
India, going by present cal-
culations, it will cost

" around %60 lakh per km of

pervious concrete road,”
said Mr Rao.

“There are two advan-
tages with this technology.
Rainwater is absorbed into
the ground. So roads do not
break down and have a
longer life. Rainwater
directly seeps through the
pores in the road and joins

endly road tech

the groundwater, slowly
resulting in the rise of
groundwater levels,” said
Prof. G.K. Viswanadh of
civil engineering at
JNTUH.

A senior engineer from
GHMC said, “The amount
spent on 1 km of road is 10
lakh to Z50 lakh keeping in
mind the past condition of
the roads. In case of a con-
crete cement road, almost
Z50 lakh is spent per km.

“While experts suggest
alternative ways, the
GHMC in association with
residents’ welfare associa-
tions should encourage
people to lay pervious con-
crete roads within colonies
on partnership bases, with
70 per cent of the cost paid
by GHMC. Secondly, it
should construct rainwater
harvesting pits free of cost
in every colony”
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