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tStalemate on

Krishnia water -

" N.RamuL | ¢
HYDERABAD: The stalemate in
the release of water:from

" the right main canal of
Nagarjunasagar . to - the
standing ‘crop in 9.5 lakh

:.acres in Andhra Pradesh’s

s Prakasam and Guntur dis-

. tricts wds resolved on Wed-:

| nesday ‘evening ‘with the
: Telangana = * government
: agreeing to implemeént the
. ‘water release order issued
by the Krishna River Man-
agement - Board (KRMB)
earlier. .o s
As the meeting was in
. progress, 5 tmc ft:water,
- which was ordered for re-
¢ lease from January 18, was
discharged from Nagarjun-
asagar project. a
Sources said the ‘Telan-

‘gana. government told the

'KRMB meeting on Wednes-

day that it did not release
water for the last 21 days cit-
ing unclear provisions in
the order.- ’ B

release resolved..
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JVER Court order to benefit

681 families in Madhya Pradesh who
did not get relief for loss of property

Bhadra Sinha

bhadra sinha@rindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The Supreme Court
brought curtainsonadecade-old
litigation started by the families
affected by the Sardar Sarovar
project on Narmada River as it
directed payment of final com-
pensation to the oustees, also
paving way for the dam to oper-
ateatitsfull capacity.

Abenchheaded by Chief Jus-
tice JSKhehar ordered payment
of%60lakheach to681 familiesin
Madhya Pradesh who did not
receive compensation towards
purchase of land in lieu of the
property they lost under the
acquisition proceedings for the
project.

Twomonths time was given to
the government tomakethe pay-
ment and a deadline of July 31
was fixed for the families to
vacate the area. If they failto do
s0, the authorities can resort to
evict them, the court said.

“You cannot take everybody

for ransom. You are not letting
the project come up. When they
offer you land, you don’t want
it,” the bench told the counsel
representing Narmada Bachao
Aandolan (NBA).

The association, fighting for
theaffected families, had moved
the top court in 2014 stating the
relief and rehabilitation work
adopted by MP governmentwas
not in terms of the SC's earlier
order.

NBA wanted the court tostop
the installation of gates upto full
dam heights until the govern-
ment rehabilitated all those
whose lands would get sub-
merged once the dam operates
fully. SC also ordered a payment
of%151akh each to 1358 families,
whohad accepted the compensa-
tion earlier.

“They need tobe further com-
pensated so as to alleviate their
hardship and enable them to
purchasealternativeland,” the
bench said. However, the court
clarified the amount already

A struggle that stretched for decades

The Narmada dam or the Sardar Sarovar project
has been mired in disputes. A brief timeline.

1625: Plan for harnessing
Narmada for irrigation,
power initiated

15&+ Foundation stone laid
by Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru
15464 Expert panel formed
to resolve dispute about
water sharing between
Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh
1872 MP refuses to agree
with water sharing pact.
Narmada Water Dispute
Tribunal gives final award
128022 Protests against the
project gained speed

19%%: World Bank
commissions team to look
into the matter

1954; NBA petitioned SC for

received by them shall
deducted fromthismoney.

Command RAJASTHAN
area Narmada |
main cana

an independent body to Rann of Kutchch Gandhinagar
examine the project . —
122¢: SC gives nod to  Abmedab 14D
increase dam's height to be GUILELT Ahmedatad PR
raised to 289 ft o ' e
Octaber 2000: SC gives nod 77 Rajkot D‘agm
to increase height to 300 ft site
200¢: SC dismisses NBAs
petition, clears construction MAHARASHTRA
of the project . HATARASTIRA
2¢%2: Narmada Authority Dam stats
approves increasing dam's .
height to 312 ft 2,008 f1] 29 million
March 2054: Authority !ohg people provided drinking
allows height to be increased water by the project
10360 ft "
2012; Heavy rains raise Bst ft 75,000 Lm )
reservoir level displaces 7000 high canal length within Gujarat

villagers upstream

be GrievanceRedressal Authority
for the distribution. Exercising

Advocate CD Singh, who
appeared for the MP govern-
ment, told HT that as per the
order the government will
deposit the money to Narmada
Valley Development Authority,
which will further give it to

itsextraordinary powers vested
to it under the constitution, the
bench also putanendtoall civil
and criminal cases that arose
after a Commission gave its
report on the rehabilitation of
the families.

“We are doing this to render
completejustice tothe parties,”
the benchsaid.

Singh said there were 4998
project affected families, out of
which 4,774 had opted for special
rehabilitation package under
which they were paid money to
purchaseland.
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o anofitsazdismctsasdgought:aﬁecteaand
* reportedincreasing i ot

| Heinternational Water Management Inst-

Water hasbeeninthe newsinTamil Nadu,
from the devastating floods in 2015 %0 &
severe drought because of the weaknorth-
eastmonsoonsmzols.mviewofthe;seveﬁty

oftheevent, thestate government‘declared

“Asthecycleoffloods anddroughts contin-

: _ue_'s'i;\rithgdverseimpactsonthe economyof
- theaﬂectedregion,mnchcanbedonetosof-- -
tenﬂxeblnwifitisdetectedmadvange;j'ro?]_s

suchastheSouth AsiaDroughtMonitoring
System(SADMS), whichtakes advantageof
recent advances in remote sensing, could -

helppmvideanearlywamingl)evelopedby

tute,the SADMSis acomprehensive drought .

mo:jifbringsystemwpmvideinfbrmaﬁonin
easy-to—understandmaps.‘wlgiphpinpoint :

“Jocationsunder stressandproﬁderegional

H

todistrictscaleinformaﬁonaboutdrought’s ‘

effectonagriculture. - - A
Aiming to provide near real-time infor-

méﬁon’ondroughtonsetandpro‘g’mssionw

.3

- Covering L., YIS

, moﬁonofdroughtprogess.Apracﬁcal
.-is required for implementing timelyand
appropriateresponses’tqdroughtandfam-

help decision makers respond in time, the

SADMSoombinssatelliteimageSOfvegeta- ,

tionwith weatherdata, soilmhoisturelevels
andcropj'ieldinformaﬁonglthelpspredict
1heseveritypfimpendingdryspé]1sandhow

* Jongthey mightlast. AninteractiveSADMS
b poﬁﬂ,m;iwmi.org,hasbeenbuﬂt )
g f'whichwouli‘lhelpindata shgring and view-

‘fortheentireregioninstantly.. -~ -
- Over one billion people in South Asia,

dsand predomiﬁanﬂy poor, are highly

,*"ytilnerébletodrought_'(}ivenfheadvantage '
ofsatellitetechnology athand, activeuseof

early warning system such asnowcasting
drought monitor can help identify slow

tool

ine, whether itisinthe form of food aidor
other mitigation strategies. Further, 10 be
more accurate, early warning needs to
involve forecasts ‘based on climate projec-
tions and the area’s drought history. This

would helpaddressfutire droughteventsas

dependent on ‘agriculture-related liveli=

 4ure of different agencies
, »ext’remejncidents‘. o pEle T
- The currentdrough managementplans -
atdifferentlevels a]soneedtolmkupwith-‘ :

well, potentially answeringd estionsabout
the length and severity of a drought. An
effective early warning system would also
bringtogeﬂxertechnology andallinterested
parﬁesindroughtplanning andresponse.

-Despiteprogress inidentifyi adaptation
sirategies, therestill exists aneed for sub-

stantialinvestmenttoscaleup solutions. It . ’
: isequallyimportanttosafeguardandbetterb

planlimitedwater resourcesin thenation.
Tomcreasetheresilienoeofstatesandcom-
tries,itis importanttoreview institutional

: arrangementsandthephysicalinfrastruc- h
1o deal ‘With_ -

information providedby tools. -

Early warnings can soften drbught’ sblaw.q \

: ,Wiﬂxclimatechan'geandincrgasinginci- L
dences of extreme weather patterns, the’

need for early warning systems hasnever

) beengreatertobetterprepareandeqmpourf _

selves tofacethefuturehead—on.
: Giriraj Amamathand Nitasha Nair are with
Intemational WaterManagement Institute
The views expressedare personal
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