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Govt. says no water available for irrigation due to deficient rainfall in Narmada catchment area of M.P.

MAHESH LANGA
AHMEDABAD

Despite heavy rainfall last
year, Gujarat is set to face a
severe water crisis because
of the low water availability
in Narmada dam - the main
source of water in the State —
due to deficient rainfall in
the Narmada catchment area
in Madhya Pradesh.

As a result, the State go-
vernment has repeatedly an-
nounced that it will not sup-
ply water for irrigation. The
entire stock will be reserved
for drinking water in Sau-
rashtra and North Gujarat re-
gions, both water starved
provinces and highly depen-
dent on water from Narmada
canals.

Appeal to farmers

In a statement, the Sardar
Sarovar Narmada Nigam Ltd
(SSNNL) appealed to farmers
not to SOW a summer crop
unless they had a local water
source which could irrigate
their fields because in the
Narmada dam, the storage
level was at 45% of the 15-
year average.

However, the govern-
ment’s move to curtail sup-
ply has irked farmers as well
as the Opposition party, who
allege mismanagement by
the State authorities.

According to Gujarat go-
vernment officials, they had
the inkling that this year Nar-
mada water would not be
available for irrigation.

However, due to the As-
sembly polls in November-
December, the State govern-

s

Water availability
(avg.) across Narmada every year)}

Alarming drop

The riparian States of Narmada
are staring at acute water scarcity
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The neariy dry bed of Narmada river at Chanod in Gu;arat on Thursday & SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ment, instead of making
proper arrangements, did
not even inform the farmers
and the public of the likely
shortfall.

Warning signs

"October 2017 onwards, it
became evident that the
availability of water from the
Narmada dam would be sub-
stantially lower than the
State’s quota of 9 million
acre feet (MAF) that it gets as
per the Narmada water shar-
ing award. Now, we will get
only 471 MAF. That is

enough for drinking water
but not for irrigating fields,”

a senior official told The
Hindu.

Interestingly, when the
State government was appa-
rently aware of a sharp drop
in water inflows in the Nar-
mada dam, it celebrated the
Narmada Festival while
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi attended an event to
announce the completion of
dam over the river.

“If the SSNNL knew that
there would be a shortfall of
drinking and irrigation wa-
ter, why did it allow the cri-
minal wastage of Narmada
water for the Aji and Narma-
da dam inaugurations and

other election-related pro-
grammes in September
20177, a prominent farmers’
leader, Sagar Rabari, asked
in a statement.

Mr. Rabari heads Gujarat’s
largest farmers’ outfit Guja-
rat Khedut Samaj, which is
planning to organise a mas-
sive congregation of farmers
during the Assembly Budget
session starting February 19.

Poll advantage

“The political class used wa-
ter as a vote-catching ploy
during the Assembly polls
and is now threatening farm-
ers that it will use police

5,860 455

force if they continue
draw water from canals.” Mr
Rabari said, asking the St
authorities to give accouns
to the people of Gugarat.

However, Gujarat’s Chie
Secretary ].N. Singh told &&=
media that the State govern
ment would ensure =
there was no drinking w=s=
crisis during summer.

Earlier, Congress leade
and member of the Rarw
Sabha, Ahmed Patel, wrot
to Gujarat Chief Minister ¥
jay Rupani expressing coo
cerns over the next season”
crops in the absence of wate
from Narmada
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SRINAGAR: Kashmirreceived 80%
less snow and rains so far this
winter with temperatureshover-
ing five degrees above average,
meteorological data show, spark-
ing fears of early flower bloom
and summer water scarcity that
coull potentially devastate the
Valley'sagricultural economy.
The Valley this time appears
denuded with bright sunshine

and dusty fields whenotherwise

it should have been clothed in
white with slushy roads and
snow-covered mountains.

Officials atSrinagar’s meteor-
ological department said as
against 53mm rains and snow
which Srinagar gets on an aver-
age in January, there was just
1.2mmef precipitation recorded
at Srinagar station. In December,
itgot37mm ofrainslessthanthe
average of40mm.

Thereis, however, some hope

a0

-the foothills of Zabarwan in

that the current dry days might
soon be overas weatherman pre-
dicted intermittent rains and
snowfall for a week from Febru-
ary 10. “Ttistooearly tolose hope.
We still have the months of Feb-
ruary, March and April. In fact,
weare expecting snow in moun-
tains and rains in plains from
February 10,” said M Hussain
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Dry winter sparks fears of early summer in Val

'I‘he Valley being an agricul-
tural economy, horticulture
experts feared the continuous
high temperatures in February
cantriggeran early bloom of fruit
trees, particularly stone fruits.
They said fruits need ‘chilling

tures normally below 7.2 degree
Celsius — and then increased
temperatures to bloom, And
stone fruits like peach, cherry,
_apricot, plum and almond have
less ‘chilling’ requirement as
againstwalnutsand apple.
“Whenthereare high temper-
atures and they continue to
remain so, the stone fruits can

Mir, a meteorologist-based in  bloomearly. Sinceifisstill winter
Srinagar. Peopleare worriedas  season, a drop in temperature
Kashmir'swinterendsby Febru-  again can lead to a frost and a
ary and the first week of Febru-  frost after a bloom can fail a
arywasextremel'yd:yandunex crop,” said Dr Mohammad Amin
pectedly hot. Mir, associate professor (horti-
The daily average tempera- culture) at Sheri Kashmir Uni-
ture this month has hovered wversity of Agricultural Sciences
around 14 degree Celsius, five andTechnology.
degreesabove average, Mir said. Evenifthereisnoearly bloom-
R Y T Y 2wt

hours’—hours of cold tempera- |

ey

ing, thereis anotherthrea!; alack
of moistureinsoil which candev-
astatefruitgardensin hilly areas.
“We have witnessed dry
weather playing havoe to fruit
crops earlier as well. A decade
ago, many of our fruit gardens
‘dried up’ onhigherlandswhere
moisture in soil was less due to
scant rainfall,” said Srinagar’s
chiefhorticultureofficer, Javaid
Ahmad. “Even when you dig
wells, youcan't get waterbecause
thereisnoneinthesoil,” he said.
Ahmad said that the produc-
tion and quality of fruits includ-
ing pear andapple willalsodete-
riorate owing toless moisture.
Amid the fears, there is good
news for tourists. With peaches
and apricots, Kashmir’'s famed
tulipsmayalsobloomearly atthe
Tulip Garden at the foothills of
Zabarwan in Srinagar. Nor-
mally, the garden opens for pub-
lic in the first week of April. An
early bloom means it could be
thrown open by March-end.




News ltemlleﬁerlﬁmcie!edltnrlai published on 69 02 g@/gf fthe =

Hindusian Times’

Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

Tribune

Hindustan (Hindi)
and documented =t Rhanirath/Fralichl & Buhliriy Section, CWC

Nav Bharat Times {Hlndz)

Funjzb Keshari (Hindi)

The Hindu
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Deccan Chronicie

Deccan Herald

WM.P.Chronicte”

Az} (Hind)

indian Nation

Nai bunive (Hindi)
The Times of India (&)
Blitz

No water from Narmada, Guj arat stares at crisis

. ﬁwﬂxﬁavle@hﬁv&am

AHMEDABAD: Bhupat Lakum, a
farmer from Adroda village near
Gujarat’s Ahmedabad, was
glued to his television set when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
presided over aceremony mark-
ingthecompletion of the Sardar
Sarovar Dam on September 17
lastyear.

The event terminated the
57-year-old project on the Nar-
mada, and with the dam finally
standing at its full height of
138.68 metres, Lakum hoped for
anendtoirrigationand drinking
water woes,

InDecember with campaign-
ing for the assembly election in
fullswing, Lakum sowed paddy
onhis60bighaland. Hethought
hehadlittle toworry —the Con-
gress was promisinga farm loan
waiverand the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) claimed if it came
backtopower, it willirrigatethe
whole of Gujarat with Narmada
waters.

He was wrong.

Within a month of retaining
power for the sixth consecutive
time, the Vijay Rupani-led BJP
governmentappealed farmersto
not sow any crops thissummer,

The reason: There is no Nar-
mada water supply for irriga-
tion. Evenindustries have been
asked to look for alternative
sources while civic bodies will
have to manage through local
reservoirs to prevent drinking

INADRYSPOT O

= A view of the Sardar Sarovar Dam that was dedicated to the
nation by PM Narendra Modi on September 17. PTIFILE
water shortage. 15. Thatis why the state govern-
The state government addi- menthasaskedfarmerstonotto
tionally saidithadnotmadeany  goforsummercrops,” said dep-
alternate arrangementforirri-  uty chief minister Nitin Patel.
gation from the middle of March. The state government says
Theadministrationholdsthe  storage inthe Narmadadamhas

paucity of water, caused by a
poor monsoon, in the Narmada
basin responsible for the situa-
tion.

“The quantum available in
the Sardar Sarovar Damis ade-
quate to maintain drinking
water supply. But there would
noirrigation supply from March

EECOCO ¢ €l

3
Covering L., YIS

dropped by 45% — the lowest in
15years—duetopoorrainfallin
Madhya Pradeshlast monsoon.
“Usually, the state receives
about9million acrefeet (MAF) of
water. Of this, 0.20 MAF is give
for industrial use. However, this
year, the statehesreoeivedon]y
4.T1MAF water,” said chief sec-

%% Newpehi €2 @ .o,
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According to Sardar
Sarovar Narmada Nigam
Ltd (SSNNL) re:ords. it
provides drinking water to

131

urban centres

9,633

villages (53% of the state’s total
18144 villages)

& [t is expected to facilitate
irrigation covering 3,112 villages
across in15 districts

= The government plans to fill up
T15 reservoirs of Saurashtra
with Narmada waters under its
ambitious Saurashtra-Narmada
Avataran Irrigation (Sauni)
Yojna

retary JN Singh,

The monsoonis nntexpected
tohit the state before June.

The farmers say the
announcementhascome lateas
many of them have already
sowed crops. Summer crops
such as groundnut, paddy, ses-
ame, millets and pulses are
grown over 1.5million hectares
inthestate.

“In our villages we do have
borewells, butthat canirrigatea
maximum offour tofive bighas.
Ihavesownin 75bigha. The gov-

A v b i amin rvan e v A

after my sowing was already
completed,” said Bhagwan Koli
Patel from Kocharia village.

Lakumalsoallegesthat water
was freely flowing ahead of the
elections. “Did authorities not
know that due to insufficient
monsoon the available water
was only half of the required
gquantum?” he asks.

He says he has spent 3700 per
bigha on seeds besides paying
labour and other charges. “Tam
stanng at loss of a whole sea-

son.”

“Indistricts of south, central
and north Gujarat that do not
come under the Narmada com-
mand area, the water in past
seven years was supplied by
linkinglocalirrigation schemes
with the Narmada canal. This
flow has been stopped with
immediate effect,” said Balwant-
sinh Padheria, who represents
the Khedut Sangharsh Samiti, a
farmers’ body, in central Guj-
arat.

Theregionscovered under the
Narmada canal command area
too have to make alternative
arrangementtilltheend of April
when the paddy is usually
reaped.

“TheNarmada damandcanal
authorities should havefigured
out during monsoon that there
would not be enough water in the
damtomaintainuninterrupted
drinking andirrigation supply,”
said Sagar Rabari, secretary of
Khedut Samaj (Gujarat).
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