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Rainsup dueto global warming: BBMB

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, BAPRIL ff’ i Sf

Ruling out water shortage in
northern states due to defi-
cient rains iff the future due to
global warming, the Bhakra
Beas Management Board
(BBMB) on Friday said a study

commissioned by it has con- -

firmed thattherewillbeincreased
rainfall in the near future due
to global warming. :
Addressing a Press confer-
enceonBBMB 'sachievements
and activities during 2017-18,
theboard'schairman DK Shar-
masaid the study conductedon
the rain pattern in Himachal
Pradesh has ruled out water
scarcity till 2080. '

* "Infact, asperthe studythe
rainfall is increasing. So in the
time to come there will not be
any shortfall in the availability

of water," Sharma said.

TheBBMBhas created a Cli-
mateChange Cell by internalre-
arrangement of posts, to study
the effect of changing climate

onthecatchmentsandtomake

projections of future scenario.
The chairman said as of today,

- the reservoir level of Bhakra
* Damis 154653 feetascompared

to 15.24.30feet. "Thereis suffi-
cientwaterinourreservoirs,so
therewillsufficientwater avail-

able for Punjab, Haryana and

Rajasthan thissummer," Shar-
ma said.

: Iistingtheiadard'sachié\;e- ”

ments, the chairmansaid BBMB
crossed thegenerationtargetof

- 9,360 million units fixed by the

Central Electricity Authority

(CEA) for the year 2017-18 on

27 January, 2018, one month
before the year end.
Thepowergenerationfrom
BBMB power house during
2017-18 was 10,881 million
units which is-1,521 million
units (16.25 per cent more) in
comparisontothe CEAstarget
0f9,360MUsfortheperiod. "This
splendid feat was achieved by

- maintainingall timehigh-plant
- availability 0f99.17 per cent at
. BBMB Power Houses during

2017-18," Sharma said.
- Sharmasaidthe BBMBisin
‘theprocessofsupervisorycon-

troland dataacquisition system
(SCADA) to remote control its
sitesfrom Chandigarhwhichwill
result in the enhanced moni-
toringofthegeneratingunitsas
per the system requirement.
Hesaid theBBMBhasdecid-
ied against bulk purchase of
cement, petrol and diesel at
projectstations of BBMBwhich
hashelpedinsavingmanpow-
erandrelated overheadsinclud-
ingwastage. Sharmasaid Finite
Element Analysis of Bhakra
Dam isbeingcarried out. "The
on-siteinvestigation of property
ofdam concreteandrockmass
has already been completed
and the results indicate about
30percentmorestrengththan
the Design values," he said.
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. 61% decline in groundwater over 10 yrs

Badri Chat’(er]ee

hatteriee@hi

= badri com

MUMBAIL: Excess extraction of

groundwater istoblamefor the . ip

61% decline in groundwater

level in wells in India between . :

2007 and 2017, according to the
Central Ground Water Board
(CGWB), under the Ministry of
Water Resources.

“There needs to be a behav-
ioural changeas wedonotappre-
ciatethe cost of water like we do
for acommodity like oil,” said P
Nandakumaran, member (scien-
tific), CGWB. “Urban areas are
facingathreat with citiessuchas
Chandigarh, Puducherry, Mum-
bai, Delhi, Bengaluru etc. all fac-

% € £

ing-shortage due to growmg
urbanigation.”

The main reasons for the
[ chne recorded by CGWB as

tries. “It. currentlyg'raAc

against rising population and.
managing water resources and

the key is to conserve through
demand management,” said
Nandakumaran.
Nandakumaran said ground-
water level across central and
southern states were the main
causefor concern owingtochar-

acteristicsof theterrain. “There
are limited storage facilities
owing to the hard rock terrain,
along with the added disadvan-
tage oflack of rainfall, especially

‘in central Indian states.

: wWhlle the amount of ground-

swater in north and northwest
i ¢ India, exceptRajasthan, ishigh,

vextraction, too,ishigher for
griculture, mainly paddy. East-

.ernandnortheasternstatesare:

doing well on that front,” he said.

Thedropingroundwaterlev-
els has enormous socio-eco-
nomic and ecological implica-
tions, said hydrogeologist
Himanshu Kulkarni, director,
Advanced Centre for Water
Resources Development and

safety and sustamablhty 2
3, =

Management (ACWADAM),

- whohasalsobeen part of several

central government committees
on groundwater conservation.
“Thereis aneed for different
strategiesto protect our alluvial
systems, keeping in mind the
over extraction of thisresource,”
said Kulkarni. “Most of the pro-
grammes executed both on the
state and central level focus on
supply more than the demand,
withlittleeffort towardsincreas-
ing the efficiency of groundwa-

. ter use. Drinking water security

should be the central goal. Policy
decisionsareneeded on multiple
fronts to focus on equitable
demand for groundwater, its

e




News uemlletterlarpclejedlLona pubhshed on q 4 ,9@/? i zhe o
Hindustan Times. : Nav Bharat Times (Hmd)) : "

Statesman Punjab Keshari (Hindi) 2] {Hmﬁg)

The Times of India (l\ D)) The Hindu Indian Naticn

Indian Express Rajasthan Patrika (Hmm) Nax‘Uumyq {Hirdi)
Tribune Deccan Chronicle &~ The Times of lndw (A)
Hindustan (Hmdi) Deccan Herzald Blitz

~and documented at Bhaq’?rafh(Englisly& Publicity Section, TWC,

e;ﬁ%iﬁ
;%m%ﬁémm@ﬁéﬁm




