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~ water issue, unauthorised
. construction, enctoacﬁmem;

wi rk ogether,. eve .body

ge
the problems Thmgs are
ritical," it said, addmgthat

versible” and in some areas
it has become irreversible
Mentioning that the report

- Delhiwasina'critical stage

1ssuesenous1yandsa1dthere 9
‘e many problemsin Delhi
= hkesohdwmtemanagement !

2 issue. "Everybody h o

smxanonvml[become irre-

the bench sought respons--
‘esfromthe Ministry of Water
Resources, the Delhi gov-
ernmentand the Delhi Pol-
lf't‘on Contml BoaId (o} the, -

£t st s kv

15¢

On the issue of unau-

thorised consttuctlon and
encroachmenti

benchwasmﬁ)mle By)_k’&vo-’ "

cates Ranjit Kum

~ A.D.N. Rao that Khan Mar-
ketand Sanjay Markethave

been flouting its order.

keepers have extended their

indicated "extremely sad they

affair" as almost whole of ~ Sanjay Market, muhl-storyed

buildings have come up on

-prepertles sealed in 2007..

The amicus curaie said

‘the Special Task Force (STF),

formed by the Central gov-
ernment to momtor 1ssues

: The court now posted
. the matterforheanng on May

_In Khan Market, all shep'; .

‘not taken any aétxorr w1th i
regard to these markets but
~ jhuggison pavements have

Sanjay Max;ke&'

once in a week.

. The couﬁrt has been hear-
1ng pleas relating to the

- validity of PelhlLaws (Spe-.
S 1‘a1Provxswns) Act,2006and
. subsequent legislation pro-

tecting unauthonsed con-

~ struction from bemg sealed
_ in Delhi.

ed that the STF shoufefmeetf'» !

wid

Earlier, the couxthalted :

all constructlon, notin con-

formity with building bye
laws, in 1,797 unauthonsed
_ colonies miDeth‘ R :
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Untimelyrainimpedesfilling up of reservoirs

VijAy MOHAN
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, MAY 8
While the spate of western dis-
turbances over North India
may have brought some
respite from the summer heat,
it has also had an adverse affect
on the filling up of crucial reser-
voirs in the region, the levels of
which have slipped around 40
per cent below normal.

Lower temperatures over
the upper Himalayas have
reduced melting of snow,
which is the primary source
of filing up the reservoir at
Bhakra on the Sutlej. Further,
snowfall in the catchment
areas in the preceding win-
ters has been about 60 per
cent of the normal, while rain-
fall in the areas concerned too
has been less last year.

According to Bhakra Beas
Management Board (BBMB)
sources, the inflowinto Bhakra

g

Situafion at Bhakra ‘worrisome’

E Terming the situation to be "quite worrisome", the
Bhakra Beas Management Board has called for an
emergency meeting on Wednesday

B | ower temperatures over the upper Himalayas have
reduced melting of snow, which is the primary source of -
filing up the reservoir at Bhakra on the Sutlej

~

E The inflow into Bhakra at present is about 25 per cent
less than what it should be. The average outflow is about
23,000 cusecs with the inflow is 8,000-13,000 cusecs

at present is about 25 per cent
less than what it should be.
Moreover, the outflow to meet
the demands of the beneficiary
states is much higher. “The
average outflowis about 23,000
cusecs with the inflow is 8,000-
13,000 cusecs,” an officer said.
Terming the situation to be
“quite worrisome”, the BBMB
has called for an emergency
technical committee meeting
(TCM) on Wednesday, to take
stock of the situation. The TCM
comprises BBMB officers and
representatives of the benefici-
ary states. “If the temperature
does not rise soon, the situation
could turn critical and we are
asking states to rework their
demands in accordance with
the availability,” he added.
According to Central Water
Commission (CWC) data, the
storage at Bhakra, which also
has significant hydropower
capacity, is down to just 15

per cent of its total capacity
of 6.23 billion cubic meters.
This is 42 per cent below nor-
mal for this time of the year.

The filling period of dams is
May to September, when snow
melting is at its highest and
monsoons also chip in, espe-
cially for rain-fed dams like the
Pong on the Beas. This period
has already been reduced due
to the prevailing weather.

The level at Bhakrais dipping
by about two feet daily and was
recorded at 1,525.1 feet on Tues-
day, 10 ft lower than it was on
this day last year. At Pong,which
is about eight feet lower than
last year, the inflow is about -
5,000 cusecs while the outflowis
about 13,000 cusecs, sources
said. The storage at Pong is
about 12 per cent. Similarly, stor-
age at Thein on the Ravi in Pun-
jab is 25 per cent of its capacity.
which, according to the CWC, is
38 per cent below normal.
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{ File photo of Cauvery flowing through
t Salem in Tamil Nadu. = E.LAKSHMI NARAYANAN

SC1io Centre Centre's contention
= Your delay = Need 10 days to add
amounts to sheer finishing touches to
contempt ; .Cauvery draft scheme

. Inthelast hearing, the court Tamil Nadu at the inter- State
~ had queried whether Karna- .Bi]mgundlu ‘border despite
taka had complied with the this bemgadlstress year dor

eleases during the months “
~from February to April,"
© 2018. Tamil Nadu on Mon-
 day said Kamataka could

*It

cate Shekhar Naphade said
, the Centre ‘was ultimately
: ed by filing its counter with- “duty-bound” to implement

. in‘hours, saying it had alrea- - the .direction 'of the Su-
;;deIeleased 116.697 tmcft to preme ( Court.
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O’nly?Some:
 PartsOf

West Central
Delhl ‘Safe’

.lasjéev.Gandhlok
] @timesgroup com: &

NeWDelhi Thereducednum
: ber of recharge structures, in-

i creasing concretisation and

: . poor planning may be behind
:  therapid decline in Delhi’s wa-

i tertable. In almost 15% of the

: capltal, groundwater now lies

34

_at a depth of 40 metres. The -

i Central Ground Water Board

e

(CGWB) has submitted in the
Supreme Court that ground-
water levels had fallen in al-
mostallof south Delhi, central
Delhi and east Delhi where the
groundwater withdrawn was
much more than the water re-
plenished.

South Delhi wasparticular

+ affected. Water could now be
: foundonlyasdeepas79metres
¢ below groundlevel (bgl) in Ka-
: pashera, while Gadaipur villa-
: ge in Mehrauli had villagers
¢ drawing water fromra depth of
: 78 metres bgl. North-west,
¢ north and south-west districts
: were in the ‘semi-critical’ zo-

ne. Only some parts of west

i and central Delhi could be
¢ classified as ‘safe’, or areas
¢ where withdrawal was equal
i to the replenishment amount:

The best. in terms of easy ac-
cess to groundwater, accor-
ding to CGWB'’s report, were
Dewarala in Najafgarh and
Kanjhawala with readings, re-
spectively; of 1.13 and 1.47 met-
resbgl.

Shashank Shekhar assi-
stant professor of geology at
Delhi University who has con-
ducted several studies on gro-

.| ENot categorised

—

| Most Deplet ed Points

Least D‘épletgd

District-wise
groundwater

status
(March 2013)

KapaShera- : . Jaunapur -
Gadaipur = Pushp
6 P e Vifar Al
5 figures.
Shekhawati} are for

2017in
metres—-
below
ground

level

New Delhl
District -

Extraction
- not being
- controlled and
illegal extraction
taking place

Concretisation
not allowing
- waterto -
~ percolate "
Delhi does
- not have enough
recharge

[ safe zones
Withdrawal less than
recharge

: ] Seml-cntlcal

. Withdrawal more than
. recharge but still within

‘acceptable’ limits,

and improvements can

be made with a few

changes

E Over-exploited
Withdrawal more than
recharge, resulting ina
fall in the water levels
each year

undwater - levels in- Delhi;
said the latest data indicated
yet again that the capital did
not have enough recharge
structures. Citing the example
of south Delhi, Shekhar said
the increasing concretisation
and illegal extraction could be
major factors for the fa]hng

" water table:

“Extraction of water isnot

being controlled even after re-
gulation. Besides, large-scale
concretisation is not allowing
water to percolate into the gro-
und,” pointed out Shekhar
“This is the perfect wake-up
call for us to get more rainwa-
ter harvesting systems instal-
led.” Locations like Kalkaji,
Vasant Vihar, Hauz Khas and
Rajouri Garden were mapped

- as the most exploited areas

where extraction was almost

_ doubletherecharged amount.

CGWB’s submission also
highlighted some areas where
groundwater was rising at the
rateof 0-0.5metreayear. These
included parts of west and
north Delhi. However, Shek-
har said the rise was more due
to natural reasons than hu-

 man mterventlon “NorthDe
- . hihas higher groundwater
vels because places' like T

 ariseinthe water table.””

marpur, Kashmere Gate an

~ Majnuka Tilla are all dischal
- ge zones with the topograph
‘allowing water to converg

there,” Shekhar elaborate
“In south-west  Delhi, Ght

_manherahas anaturaldepre:
- sion and it collects wati

theNajafgarh drain, le:

‘Among the: areas wher
water is falling at a rate gre;

- ter than 1 metre per year ar

Satbari (1.4 metres), and Dwa

- ka (LIm). Vikrant Tonga
- who has filed a petition ag:

inst the overextraction of g
undwater by Delhi Metro-i

- the National Green Tribuna

suggested  the revival ¢
storm-water drains: an

- water bodies could reverse th

depleting water table. “Wate
bodies earlier caught rain wi
ter and naturally recharge
aquifers. But a lot of them h;
ve dried up,” Tongad sai(
“Not enough water is goin
backasrecharge” 4
. In its 2017 report,” Hydr
geological Framework - an
Groundwater = Managemer
Plan of NCT' Delhi”, CGW
had identified a potentialaqu
fer zone along the western Vi
muna canal to yield around
million gallons per day: Unde
the Delhi Jal Board’s summe
supply plan, more than 4,4¢
tubewells - and ' 19 Ranne
wells operate to meet the pea
demand. Around 90 millio
gallons are extracted dail
through sub surface-source
Hand p s provide water {
around 5.3% households, wh
le 8.4% use tubewells as tt
primary source of water. DJ
is also exploring the Yamur
floodplain downstream of W
zirabad and the area adjacet
to Najafgarh Lake for groun
water extraction on a susta
nablebasis.




- backasrecharge
In its 2017 report,” Hydro-

geological - Framework - and

‘Groundwater Management
_Plan of NCT Delhi”, CGWB

_hadidentifieda potennalam -

- fer zone along the western Ya-
muna canal to yield around 5
‘million gallons per day Under

the Delhi Jal Board’s summer

supply plan, more than 4,460
tubewells and 19 Ranney
wells operate to meet the peak
demand. Around 90 million
gallons are extracted daily

through stib-surface sources.

Hand pun%s provide water to

around 5.3% households, Whi-
le 84% use tubewells as the
primary source of water. DJB

is also explormg the Yamuna
floodplain downstream of Wa-
zirabad and the area adjacent
to Najafgarh Lake for ground-
water extraction on a sustai-
nablebasis.

~are shoy

; art of Gurgaon suffer
from severe over explor—

‘eveals that over the pem—
od, in areas categorlsed as

- over- exp101ted as per ground

water resources estlmatlon
of 2013, mostly' in South,

o 4SbuthﬂE t, New Delhi, East,
- North East and also parts of

Westand South West district,

~ water level decline rate va-
d, ries from 0.5m per: year to
“ - more than om per year at

! cal category
and msuch areas water levels.
g persistent declin-
ing trend during the Iast two
decades,” itsaid.

Terming the report as
“startling and very serious”,
a bench of Justices Madan B
Lokur and Deepak Gupta

- saidimmediate stepsmustbe

taken to avert the looming
erisis. The court also pointed
out that even the President’s

Estate was under critical
zone and asked the Centre
“doesitmeanthatyouarenot

‘able to provide water to the

Presudent”"

- Conceding- that Delhi-is
staring at crisis, additional
solicitor general A N'S Nad-
karni said the government
will file a response on mea-
sures to be taken to deal with
the problem. He said the en-
tire world is facing the crisis
and it is widely believed that
next. world war might be
fought over water.
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Aﬁer the scare, re. the sto 1 that barely was

» Dust blows on a street near CP on Tuesday. ANUSHREE FADNAVIS/HT

HT Correspondent

» letters@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: After attracting
criticismfor failing to predict
theintensity of the thunder-
storms and dust stormson
May 2 thatleft over 120 dead,
largely inRajasthanand UP,
IMD officials were left red-
faced when the “thunder-
storm and squall” they pre-
dicted would hit Delhi-NCR
on Tuesday didn’t happen.
The weather department
issued another warningofa
storm on Tuesday evening for
Delhi, Gurugram and Noida,

but the maximum wind speed
recorded at the Safdarjung

. observatory at8.50pm was

about40kmph. The gusts of
wind had reached a speed of
64kmph during Monday'’s
short dust storm. “Tuesday’s
drizzle and thunderstorm
were triggered by local
clouds, which formed because
oftheintense heat during the
day. The western disturbance
that was supposed to hit Delhi
on May 8 had passed on Mon-
daynight...” said Kuldeep

Srivastava, scientist, regional

meteorological centre.
CONTINUEDONPS

——

R



Storm

While western disturbances
lead to widespread dust storms
and thunderstorms, which were
part of India Meteorological
Department’s (IMD) prediction
onMonday, the weather phenom-
enontriggered by local clouds is
weaker inintensity. ¢

_4——-“

Itwasafarcryfromthe warn-

mgofsqua]ls'andﬂxunderstonns
in13states that IMD issued over
the weekend, promptingschools
inseveral states toremain closed
onMay6and7. ;

“Theactivity (on Tuesday) has
remained restricted to the hill
states, Jammu and Kashmir,
Himachal Pradesh and Uttara-
khand,” KJ Ramesh, director
general of IMD, said.

Higher reaches in Himachal
Pradeshreceived snowfall, while
Slﬁnﬂaexpeﬁencedaheavyhail—
stormonTuesday. Upperreaches
in Uttarakhand, places such as
Badrinathand Kedarnath, where
a pilgrim from Delhi died of a
heartattack andnearly 400 were
stranded, experienced snowfall
onTuesday.

IMD’s prediction of moder-
ately strongwindsinthe Capital
on Tuesday evening was borne
outaswasitsprediction of “very
light rain, drizzle accompanied
with strong, gusty winds” in
Delhi on Monday evening, but

skiesremained clear formuch of-
Tuesday, andtheintensity ofboth-

therainand the winds was noth-
ing out of the ordinary in a city
thatsees squalls every summer.,

The IMD blamed unpredicta-
ble Delhi weather on a lack of
clarity about how western dis-
turbance over Jammuand Kash-
mir and a cyclonic circulation
over Haryana would impact
weather in the National Capital
Region. “The western disturb-
ancestarted affectingthe hillson
May 6 and moved eastwards
impacting the plains,” Kuldeep
Srivastava, a senior scientist at
IMD, said.

A western disturbance, a sys-
tem of low pressure bringing
moisture from Eurasian water

bodies, currently lies over -

Jammu and Kashmir, This sys-
tem is likely to weaken in'the
coming days; another Western
disturbance will bring a fresh

T oundofthunderstormsstarting
Sunday, according to IMD. ;

The weatheragency faced crit-
icism for poor dissemination of
alerts. “Ttisaquestion of: reliabil-
ity; we should do some sort of
reality checkon howmanytimes

. have the warnings come true,”
said Piyoosh Rautela, a senior
official in the Department of Dis-
aster Management, Uttara-
khand. “The worst is over,”

MaheshPalawat, chief meteorol-

ogist at Skymet Weather, a pri-
vate forecaster, said of Delhi
NCR. “We donot expect thunder-
stormactivity fornext4-5dave »
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- Road communication between
Haﬂong and Sllc dlSp

CORRESPONDENT

HAFLONG, May 6: Heavy

_ rains have disrupted the road

communication between

Haflong and Silchar as a huge

stretch of road covering Rekho

village to Boromuolkhoi have
been damaged.

The condition of the road:

between Jatinga .and
Harangajao of the NH 54 popu-
larly known as the East West

Corridor, which is also said to

the lifeline for the people , is
now in a shambles. The con-
struction company- NKC-
JKM (JV), which was engaged

for repairing the road has failed A portion of the road in Halflong which was washed away followmg incessant rains. — Photo:

to build the road causing se-
vere hardships for the people.
This is of course a perennial
problem for the people living
in the area. Despite the grav-
ity of the problem, the authori-
ties concerned have turned a
blind eye to the issue. Disap-
pointed with the State Gov-
ernment’s inaction, several
organisations have been hold-

ing dharnas for the last couple

of months, but to no avail. The
people of Dima Hasao have:

now decided to approach the

Prime Minister considering

the agony of the people.

“We have been suffering a
lot due to the poor condition
of the road. However, the Na-
tional Highway Authority of
India NHAI) is in a deep slum-
ber for which it has failed to
take action against the con-
struction company,” a section
of people alleged.

- Kaushal Vikash Divas ob-
served: The Aajeevika Evam
Kaushal Vikash Divas organ-
ised by Harangajao block un-

‘der the State Rural Livelihood

Halflong Correspondent

Mission was observed here.
In this connectlon a meet-
ing was held which was at-

‘tended by Ngamrothang

Hmar, Executive Member,
Naresh Ghose, Principal Sec-

retary of NC Hills Autono-

mous Council, Vinod Kumar,
Director, Ministry of Labour
and Employment, Hari Har
Shukla, Ministry of Heavy In-
dustries, Nodal Officer, Nipolal
Hojai, BJP president, Rafeal
Hmar, branch manager of
LDRB, Dhrubo Jyoti Malakar,

DFE HR DMMU, Karbi
Anglong. :

The objective of the pro-
gramme was to highlight the
development programme
launched by the Central Gov-
ernment for the uplift of the
poorer sections of the people
living in the country by pro-
viding various schemes like
Prime Minister Avas Yojana-
“Gramin, Prime Minister
Ujwala Yojana, Saubhagya
Yojana and Indradhanush
Yojana.




