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Banga clean-up: Dirty factories

DECISION Move allows industries along
critical stretches to switch to cleaner tech

may get cheaper loans, but no aid
e

Zia Haq

» zia.haq®hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The government
-has ruled out funding pollut-
ing industries directly to enable
them to switch to cleaner tech-
nologies on a critical stretch
along the river Ganga, offering
instead tofacilitate incentives in
the form of loans, HT has learnt.
Innovative measures currently
being weighed by the government
include “interest subvention” for
loans taken to achieve pollution
abatement targets, according to
an official.

While the general approach of
the NDA government’s “Namami
Gange” programme to clean the
revered river is to fund the entire
infrastructure — from sewerage
plants to sanitation —in the case
of polluting industries, it is in
favour of implementing “polluter-
pays” principle, the official said.
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The Modi Cabinet cleared a
320,000-crore budgetary outlay
in May spanning the next four
years to clean the Ganga, which
is dying a slow death due to filth
and industrial run-off.

The government is set to
begin work on installing treat-
ment plants in eight cities, such
as Allahabad, Hardwar, Patna,
Kanpur and Varanasi, in the
next three months.

However, polluting industries
on a critical stretch along the
Ganga, from pulp to tanneries,
have told the government that
in meeting the key goal of “zero
liquid discharge”, they are being
subjected to globally unprecedent-
ed pollution standards, with some
of them stating they simply can’t
afford the investments.

According to the National
Mission for Clean Ganga, the
main implementing agency, the
Kanpur-Varanasi leg is the “most
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» Although domestic sewerage is the main reason behind the Ganga’s contamination, accounting for 85%

of the pollution load, riverside factories contribute 15% of the mostly toxic waste. MANOJ YADAV/HT FILE
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Over 60,000 hit by first
wave of Assam ﬂoods

Guwahati: With the onset
of monsoon in the north-
east, Assam has been hit by
the first wave of floods af-
fecting over 60,000 people in
nine districts of the state.
Atleastonepersonhasbeen
washed away in the fresh
wave of deluge.

The Assam State Disas-
ter Management Authority
on Monday said the Brah-
maputra and the Jia Bhara-
li were flowing above the
danger mark at Nematighat
in Jorhat and in Sonitpur
districts respectively.

According to the state
government’s assessment,
altogether 64,934 people
have been affected in Barpe-
ta, Sonitpur, Dhemaji, Bon-
gaigaon, Lakhimpur, Tin-
sukia, Darrang, Nalbari
and Goalparadistricts. Lak-
himpur in northern Assam
isthe worst-hit district with
over 25,000 people being af-
fected. One person has died
in Lakhimpur.

Lakhmipur is followed

. L1IGED: Rickshaw pullers wade through a waterlogged road in
Guwahati following heavy rains on Friday

by Sonitpur and Barpeta
districts with 19,300 and
13,950 people being affected
respectively.

A total of 330.91 hectares
of crop area has been dam-
aged in the deluge. There
arereportsof breach of two
flood-control embankments
in Nalbari district. Three
roads have been damaged in
the Charduar area of Sonit-
pur district where some
flood-affected people staged
a protest demanding solu-
tion to the problem of inun-

dation.

The state revenue de-
partment said it is trying to
open relief camps and sup-
ply relief materials to the
affected areas. “We are as-
sessing the situation. The
situation is still not that
grim. We have made all ar-
rangements to face the sit-
uation,” a senior govern-
ment official said.

Weather officials said
the conditions are favoura-
ble for more monsoon rain
inthe next few days.
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“ndia’s Laird Boundary Agretzlzl(ent with

Bangladesh was signed in 1974, during the

heyday of Indira Gandhi and Sheikh Mujibur

= Rahman. Both were architects of what has
now been “operationalised” a generation later by
Narendra Modi and Begum Hasina. The signifi-
cant achievement has been diplomatic and leg-
islative no less as it comes about after consider-
able resentment of the Bhartiya Janata Party,
when in the Opposition, and prevarication dur-
ing the year it has been in power. Equally, does it
underscore the extent to which Mamata Banerjee
has toned down her reservations. The follow-
through will be no less critical and was some-
what overshadowed amidst the euphoria over
LBA. The effectiveness of the agreement, which
involves hundreds of thousands of people in the
enclaves, will hinge substantially on the imple-
mentation by Bangladesh and the states in India
that will be affected by the long overdue swap-
ping of land in adverse possession ~ West Bengal,
Tripura, Meghalaya... and now Assam. Chiefly,
implementation will entail the restoration of gov-
ernance ~ a non-existent commodity across the
enclaves. Profoundly linked is the issue of citi-
zenship. The residents cannot exist as “nowhere
men” as in Bangladesh’s border with Myanmar,
not to mention North Africa. For all the four
states, the exchange of enclaves will imply the
transfer of land and resettlement of those who
will come over. Ergo, the Centre urgently needs to
take a call on the concerted demand for assis-
tance in terms of rehabilitation, specifically the
imperative for a hearth and home in hitherto
“alien” land. It will call for a national effort to
handle the 21st century “transfer of population”
within the subcontinent.

Overall, the Modi-Mamata mission to Dhaka
showcases almost unparalleled forward move-
ment, symbolised by visuals of Hasina’s hug for
Mamata. No less heartwarming has been the
pilot’s cockpit declaration of “VIP status” for the
flight availed of by the Chief Minister. The rare
gesture can be contextualised with the red carpet
on the aerobridge and Hasina’s invitation to Miss
Banerjee to the state dinner in honour of Mr
Modi. Not wholly unrelated has been the go-
ahead in the economic segment ~ Hasina’s offer

Covering L. Yie of Internet bandwidth for the North-East, 600
' acres for Indian companies to set up SEZ. and the
permission accorded to LIC to do business in
Bangladesh. Sad to reflect, the Indian side was
less than reassuring on Teesta and Feni ~ with
Mr Modi underlining the need for “support of the
state government”. Will Miss Banerjee venture a
river deal in an election year? Unlikely. But the
fact the Chief Minister is beginning to under-
stand that her domestic compulsions will have to
be in harmony with India’s external compulsions
is a step forward.
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Good rains perk up monsoon prospects

VIBHA SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 8

Good rains over the past
three days have perked up
the prospect of southwest
monsoon in the country but
the intensifying cyclonic
storm Ashobaa in the Arabi-
an sea may halt its progress
for a couple of days.

According to the IMD, over
the past three days seasonal
rains further advanced into
central Arabian sea and cov-
ered entire Goa, some parts
of south Konkan and remain-
ing parts of coastal and south
interior Karnataka.

Making a good progress
since June 5, the Northern
Limit of Monsoon (NLM) is
currently passing through
Rathnagiri, Mysuru,
Salem, Cuddalore, Dhubri
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Cyclone threat along
Gujarat coast

AHMEDABAD: As the deep
depression over east- cen-
tral Arabian sea further
intensified into a cyclonic
storm "Ashobaa", the
weather department here
issued warning to fisher-
men along the Gujarat
coast, which is expected to

S g receive heavy rainfall in the

= 4 June next 48 hours. The cyclone

L - 20 May may not leave much effect

e on Gujarat as it is now lay-
i ing at 470 Km southwest of

fatd o Veraval, Jayanta Sarkar,
Vi gl . s i Wesokogit gt Director.of the Met Centre
28 May-4 hune 1121 May St ovmad here, said. en

and Ghangtok. Conditions
are favourable for its fur-
ther advancement into
Konkan, remaining parts of
Tamil Nadu, some more

parts of Rayalseema and
central Bay of Bengal dur-
ing the next two days.
However, there could be a
small 1ull, a delay in move-

ment of monsoon current for
the next two days or at least
till the time Ashobaa makesa
landing at Oman coast
around June 11.

Mahesh Palwat of private
forecaster Skymet saysmon-
soon prospects have
improved considerably since
its landing on the Indian
main land last week. In the
next two days rains will
increase  over  Kerala,
Gujarat and Maharashtra
coasts due to Ashobaa.

However, because the
entire energy and moisture
will remain concentrated
towards the cyclone till the
time it moves north and later
northwest to land at Oman,
there will be reduced rain
activity in the interiors of
South Peninsula- Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

The much-awaited seasonal
rains are expected to arrive in
Delhi, Chandigarh and
Haryana around first week of
July, most likely around July 4.
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Dated %L Y

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
Qﬁj\&f% ¥s
t (

\ ssistant Dirgctor (publicity)
Encl: As stated above.

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D.)

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R.M.), CWC and all concerned,
uploaded at www.cwc.nic.in
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