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ngh alertin Kullu as Beas,
Parbati cross danger mark

Ram triggers landslides in Shimla & Kultu districts, damages property

TREMNE REWS SEAVICE

SHIMLA, JULYS

Heavy monsoen rains frig-

gered landsiides in Shimla
and Kuilu district damag-
ing half a dozen houses
and uprooting irees. The
swollen Beas and Parbati
Rivers are flowing above
danger mark and a high
alert has been sounded,
cautioning people fo
refrain from going near the
river banks.

“An alert has been sound-
ed advising the general pub-
lic to stay away from rivers
as leve] of rivers have risen
due to rains” said Deputy
Commissioner. Kuliu
Rakesh Kanwar.

Two houses were dam-
aged in Shimia town and
the retaining wall of the
road to central school caved

in while two vehicles were-

" smashed when a tree
" uprooted by a landsiide fell
on these vehicles near the
IGMC hospital here.

Heavy rains flooded some
houses in Saind in the interi-
ors of Rulhg distriet. Howev-
er, no loss of life was report-
ed. The rains caused
massive soil erosion increas-
ing the sit level in the reser-

A rainbow paints the skyin different hues after heavy rairfall in Shimia on Wedrzesday’. PHOTO: 80T KANWAR

voirs of hydropower projects
water supply schemes in
Shimla Gistrict.

Chail and Kahu recorded
6] mm and 55 mm of raing
while sfate capital Shimla
received 46 mm rains fol-
lowed by Palampur 42
mm, Baldwana 40 mmm,
Gohar 28 mm, Berthin 25

mrm, Hamirpur and
Dharamshala 23 mm and
Sundernagar and Jub-
barhatti 20 mm.

The local meteorological
office has predicted rains
and thundershowers at

many places in mid and low-
er hills over the next seven
days and warned of heavy to
very heavy rains st isolated
places in lower and mid hills
onJuly9and 10,

There was no significant
change in the maximum
temperatures and Una was
the hotftest during the day
with a high of Una 34 2€,
followed by Bhunter 32. §°C,
Sundernagar 20.8°C, Solan
285°C, Nahan  31.4°C,
Dharamshaia 21.2°C, Manali
242°C, Kalpa 234°C and
Shimlz 22.1°C.

The minimum tempera-
tures rose by one io fwe
degree in iribal areas and
Keviong and Kalpa in
Lahaul and Spiti and Kin-
naur districts recorded a
low of 16.3°C and 14.0 °C
while Dathousie, Manali
and Shimla recorded mini-
mum temperatures at 13°C,
18.6°C and 18.4°C. Sunder-
nagar was the warmest at
night with the minimum
temperature recorded at
21.8°C, followed by Una
21°C, Nahan 202°C and
Bhuntar 26°C.




Please tell us, whose rivers are these?

Harpans SINGH

&K-+has lost about Bs 6,500 crore and
the Indus Water Treaty of 1860 hasnot
even secured peace with Pakistan, an
overriding factor in giving conces-
sions on the western rivers and the 80
per cent waters of the Indus system, {n
view of this reality, His only afler the abro-
gation of the Treaty that India can put
forth riparian claims, as Punjab politi-
cians do in the context of sharing river
waters with Harvana and Rajasthan.

With Pungab prefending to be the sole
riparian beneficiary of the waters of three
rivers Ravi, Beas and Sutlel and Rajasthan
and Haryvana clamouring for their share by
virfue of being part of the Indus basin, the
most appropriate question o be addressed
is: Whose rivers are thege?

In claiming Hs ripartan rights, Punjab
conventently forgets that Himachal
Pradesh is the upper riparian. Punjab
can use these waters only if they are
dammed in Himachal Pradesh. While
the Bhakra Dam was construeted when
Bilaspur was part of joint Punjab, the
Pong and the Thein dams came up when
Kangra district had become pari of
Himachal Pradesh, thereby bringing
that state in the riparian debate. But any
debate based om riparian principles
would also bring info picture the rights
of the lower riparian state of Pakistani
Punjab that includes Bahawalpnr

The dispute over these walers dates
back 1o the first quarter of the 20th centu-
rywhen the princely states of Bikaner and
Bahawsalpur (now in Pakistan) and the
British Purdab locked horns over the use
of these waters, At one stage, this dispute
threatened foescalate into a war with Pak-
istan when it came into being, since the
corttrol over the flow of waters into the
canal systems was in the headworks that
were in Indian Punjab. Primarily, it was
this threat and the posi-Partition needs
that were sought to be eliminated by the
Indus Water Treaty (TWT of 1860,
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Partition gave indi

Even a cursory glance at the Treaty
wenikd show that the dispute was resolved
not on the basis of the rights of riparian
states but by {reating the rivers of Indus
as one system. 'This dees not mean that
river dispuites cannot be solved on the
basis of the riparian principle. The 18
eounirtes sharing the River Danubebasin
in Europe have demonstrated that. But
these countries opted for the principle of
basin, rather than the narrow interpreta-
tion of riparian, to include Haly whichisa
fringe couniry of that basin, ButIndiaand
Pakigtan, with the World Bank as the
mediator, chose 1o resolve the issue
unparalleled in history — by bestowing
complete rights on the waters on the basis
of the rivers that constituted the hasin,

Since, the headworks of the canals on
the three eastern rivers were in Indian
Punjab, Pakistan had felt threatened by
the specter of cconomic blackmail by
India. India, ontheother hand, faced the
challenge of the rehabilitating and feed-
ing the feeming miliions of refligees that

a a much less undaveloped area in s

had fled from Pakistan. The matter got
complicated as the more fertile and irri-
gated regions were leftin Pakistan while
east Puniab was mostly rain fed —outof
26 million acres of land irrigated annual-
iv by the Indus canals, 21 million acres
lay in Pakistian. Independent India had
o find water for irrigating lands {0 feed
21 million people. Besides, India had
“another 35 million acres of lands coying
out for irrigation from the Indus basin
sources”. Thus Pariition gave India a
much less undeveloped area in spie of
the fact that it was an upstream country
with control over the Ravi, Beas, Sutlej,
Jhelum and Chenab rivers. India had
not only to cater {o the food require-
rents of 21 million people but also those
niilions who had migrated from irrigat-
ed areas in West Punjab  and
Bahawsalpur.

Various proposals were discussed bul
ultimately, i was the present agresment
that prevailed, even though India got only
about 20 per cent of the water system of

. > ) - .
pite of the fact that it was an upstream country with control over the five rivers.

the Indus. Even this became possibie
when India convineed Pakistan and the
mediator that Rajasthan and India's eagt
Punjab were part of the Indus basin by
virtue of the Ghaggar river and hence this
region needed water (o imvigate s arid
lands. This explains why Rajasthan
became a major beneficiary of the waters
from the three castern rivers. In the
process, India gave up Hs rights on the
waters of the western rivers of Chenab,
Jhelum and Indus, ail of which flow
through Jammu and Kashmir before
entering Palkistan. With minor conces-
sions, the State of J&K and India were
hurred from using the waters of those
rivers. Thug even the hydro-power poten-
tial of J & K cannot be fully harnessed.
Now politicians from Punjab find it con-
venient to ignore these facts since they
feel that they have mastered the threat of
“militancy raising its head” to good effect,

Ignoring the background of the 'WT and -~

the high price paid by J&K for getting the
waters of the eastern rivers falling in the

Indus basin, these politicians bring in the
principle of riparian. Not surprisingly, for
the past few decades, the demand fu
abrogating the Indus trealy has beer
growing in J&K. in 2002, the J & K Leg-
islative  Assernbly  had  unanimousi
called for a review of the Treaty. Speakers
who denounced the Trealy ranged frow
the National Conference's GM. Bawan
the BJP's Shiv Charan Gupta and Com
munist Party of India (Marxist) leadm
Mohammad Yusuf Thrigamt The truth &
that when these politicians and officials
poinito the losses accrued to the State by
virtue of this Treaty, they are no
indulging in any rhetoric,

A report on the Trealy by the Interna
lional  Water Management Instifute
{TWMI Tata Water Policy Programme has
concliided that the Indus waters Treats
needs 1o be abrogated, “The treaty whieh
wias carried out in the best interests of the
nafion has, however, deprived J&K o
using its own water resources and therebs
seversly affected development in th
state. The freaty made Punjab prosperous
by using thewater of the eastern rivers fo
agriculture and power generation, This
however, put J&K behind by an estimatec
Rs 6,500 crore.

The losses are not there in the agricul
ture sector alone but on a much highe
scale in the generation of hydropowe
which has an otherwise estimated poten
sini of 20,000 MW" i states.

India has had o fight every inch of the
ground to get clearance for the Bagliha
Project even as the Kishen-Ganga, Wular
barrage and Tul-Bul Projects keep hang
ing. Importantly, the Treaty has not ever
secured peace with Pakistan that was ar
overriding factor i giving concessions or
the western rivers and the 84 per cen
waters of the Indus system. Inview of the
reality, it is only after the abrogation of the
Treaty that we will be in the position fo pu
forth riparian ¢laims, as the Punjab polit
¢lans deo, in the conlext of sharing rivel
waters with Harvana and Rajasthan.
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Western Ghat’s green zone may shrink

Chetan Chayhan
w chatan@téndstantimes. com

NEW BELHE Politics seems fo have
overfaken envirenment protec
tion in Western Ghats as envi-
- ronment ministry is set todiluie
the eco-sensitive yone to assuage
tocal poditical aspirations.

Baoth the Congress and the
BJP had joined hands to oppose
- recommendations of twoexpert
- panels ... Madhav Gadgil and
K Kasturirangan .- saving it
woutld hamper developmeng in
Waestern Ghats that span across
six states from Gujarat o Kerala
akong the Arabian Sea.

Environment minis-
ter Prakash Javadekar on
Wednesday annousnced that only
excessive mining and certain
poliuting indusiries would he
banned in Western Ghats and
the new eco.sensifive zone for
one of the world's finest ecologi-
cal hotspot would be decided by
August end.

The new ecological zone
would mean that only 45,000 to
30,600 sakm — less than 30% of
the Western Ghats — as comr
pared to around 68,000 sguare
kilomeires recommended by the
Kasturirangan panel would be
covered under the green zone.

The Kasturirangan panel
had reduced the earlier recom-
mendation of Madhav (Gadgil
expert grogp on Western Ghats
fodeclare around 1,26,000 sq km
as the protecied one. it could
lead fo affowing alf industries,
except the crifically polluting
‘red category' and quarrying.
Constryction projects inciud-
ing developing new townships,
which was debarred by both
Kasturirangan and Gadgil pan-
els, may aiso be allowed.

Gadgil termed the entire exer
ciseas “romplete farce’ and said
that it wonld lead to destruction
of both livelihood and nature.
“This sirategy is being adopted
toservice the parpose of vested
interests,” Gadgil said.

The UPA government in 2013
had accepted the Kasturirangan
panel report declaring §4,000
sa km, or 30% of the Western
(hats, an eco-sensitive zone. A
few months latey, the UPA gov-
ernmerit bugked under pressure
from Congress government in
Kerala and Karnataka and
reduced the ambit of the eco-
logical sensitive zome to about
55,0800 sg km.

The minister'sannouncement
will provide the BJP ammumni

by banning excessive g

AREA PROFILE

1, 64 248
sq km

Total area of Westem
Ghats, covering six
states, Gudarat,
Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and Keraly, traversing
north-south for 1,500 km

59% §1%
human natural
settlements

& plantations

37%

considerad bicko

250/6 ecological cover shrunk

or about £4,000 sq km

NDA GOVERNMENT’S
ECO-DEVELOPMENTPLAN D

The move will balance nefeds of erwironment and development
ng and poligting industries In the zone

odavari river

KARNATAIA

in the past bwo decades

ECO?.OGICA&_ IMPORTANCE

» Forms & major wabershed in peninsular India,
affocting vainfall pattern in the country; a source of
two major southern rivers — Krishaa & Godavari

w One of the world’s 7 top ocologicat

hotspats

» Neudyalises about 4 million
tonnes of carbon every year —~
or 38 of total €02 nevirak
ised by Indian forests

= 11 to 78% of species are
endemic to Western Ghals

tion to brow-beat the Congress
saying it has rectified the
anti-people eco-sensitive zone
recommended by the previous
U$A government especially
in Congress ruled Kerala and
Karnataka.

Asgembly elections in Kerala

are slated for next vear and in
Karnataka for 2018.

Gadgil alieged that the new
eco-sensifive zone was being
imposed on people without ask-
ing them what they want.

Javadekar on Wednesday had
said the government's decision

MAHARASHIRA

DILUTING REGULATIDN

w An expert panel constifited Yo suggest environment proted:
tion framowork for Westorn ghats
a Natlonal Advisory Councit mermber and known ecclogist
Madhav Gadgil appointed as chairperson :
 For more than a year, the pane! held consultations with ™
those living in the ghats

[ m Madhay Gagdil expert panel submits its report
W 645 or 1,206,000 s ki of the area to be declared eco-

- sensitive zone

u No mining and exlsting minleg projects to be
- phased out by 2016 :

N0 new twadet projects, no pellating industry and
1w e iawnshiips fo be allowed
u Western Ghat Ecologicat Authority to enforce
( ecologhcal quidelines

Slx Western Ghat states refuse o accept
2012 Gadgii panel recommendations
u A committes headed by then Planning
Commission member X Kasturirangan formed to
exarnlne Gadgil recommendations

u The panet askad to examine concems of state

N 2013

Krishna river

' govis and to suggest an acceptable ESA
F) i(astwwmgan expert panet submits #s recom-

-mwa}f}eﬁsq km: should be deciared as a00-
sensiﬁvez_one

u Complete ban on minlng and existing mining
to be phased out in five years

u No thermal plants bt hwdro power plants with
sirict conditions to be aliowed

w New townships and highly pofluting {red and
orange category) industries aot fobe allowed
# In Nov 2033, environment minister Jayanti
Natarajan accepts Kasturiangan panel recom-
mandations and issues a draft notification

u Now environment minkster Veerapoa Molly
recalls old notification and issues anewone ¢

w 55,000 sg krn to be ecological sensitive area -
w Ban on new mining, thermad power plants and
hilghly pathuting fondy red category) industries
w Hydro-proiects allowad with 30% environmental Sow
w States asked to moniter implementation of ESA

w 27308 or 45,000 to 50,000 sq ian lkedy to be
acotogical sensitive area
u Oply highly polfuting units and excessive mining to be
banned; existing mining and quarrying by states o continua
u No bar on hydel projects and construction activity
u The new ESA to be notified by August-end would be
fragmented and difficult to implement

TEXT. CHETAK CHAUHAN: SRAPHIC: SARJAY XAPOOR

on demayecating an eco-sensitive
zone in the Westersn Ghats will
bajance the needs of the environ:
ment and development.

“We wani te aliay the fears
that development in Western
Ghats will not be aliowed,” he
told reporiers after a meefing

with represeniatives of the six
states housing the Ghads,

The environmentalists
expects reprieve from the
National Green Tribunal which
the ministry to submit s final
view to the tribunal.
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath{English}& Publicity Section

hRdkerk ok

725{A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated
Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Water Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&RIRM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have also been uploaded on

the CWC website.
N. sen
. 5.5 9010
Assistant Director (puziicity)
Encl: As stated above. A[O@

E@ﬁ@h (English) & P ublicity

q,’).ls

Director (T.D))

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/D&R/R. M.}, CWC and all concerned.
uploaded at www.cwe . nic.in
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