Climate policies stuck in 1992

Armin Rosencranz and
Pitamber Yadav

head of the scheduled December
2015 UN Climate Change Confer-
ence in Paris, India’s Power
Minister, Pivush Goyal, has con-
sistently taken the position that
the West should pay for the pol-
Iution and harm cansed to the
environment and it should also
support the efforts pledged by
India to promote renewable
energy

Since the 1992 Rio Earth
Summit, India has supported the
notionof “common but differen-
tiated” responsibilities based on
the premise that the industrial-
ized countries cansed climate
change and should therefore
bear the cost of remedying it.
The 1997 Kyoto Protocol allowed
developing countries to avoid
reducing their emissions until
developed countries reduced
their emissions.

At the Bali climate confer-
ence in 2007, this policy of wait-
ing on Western emissions reduc-
tions seemed to undergo a
change: India announced that it
would take steps tocurb its
emissions and develop a forward
looking plan. Today, this
progress is threatened since
India now seems to be reverting
to the same policy stand that it
took in 1992,

Over the past few years
India has unquestionably suf-
fered the effects of global warm-
ing such as floods, droughts,
heat waves, inimdation of
coastal areas and food shortages.
If Prime Minister Modi wants
India to actively lead in the glob-
al negotiations, India will have
to leave behind its old climate
change policy and move forward
policies that will reduce huge
carbon emissions. Low carbon
emissions combined with sus-
tainable development towards
relieving poverty will enable
India to become a global envi-
ronment leader.

Though Make in India’
campaigns are beneficial for
India’s GDF growth, it harms

[

India on the environmental
front because India’s pro-devel-
opment approach means high
carbon emissions.

India’s large population and
accelerating rate of carbon
emissions makes critical its

need to limit emissions. Indiais
the fourth-largest emitter of car-
bon dioxide after the US., China
and the European Union.
Reliance Industries has been
named among the top 10 cor po-
rations producing carbon emis-
sions.

India submitted to the UN
its “Intended Nationally Deter-
mined Contribution” (INDC)
just before the 1 October dead-
line. In this document, India
promises to reduce its carbon
intensity per unit of gross
domestic produet by 33-35 per
cent of its 2005 levelby the yvear
2050. Additionally, the INDC
predicts India will get at least 40
per cent of its energy mix from
renewable energy sources by
2030. Part of the pledge includes

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/6824874?show=print

a potentially massive price tag
that would have to be met by the
international commumity.

One aspect of India’s INDC
requires that financial aid be
provided by the developed coun-
tries in order to achieve the tar-
gets set. To achieve these tar-
gets, India has asked for a whop-
ping $2.5 trillion. (Only five
countries in the world, not
including India, have gross
domestic products greater than
$2.5 trillion.) Although India has
made some progress towards
mitigating climate change, it
proposes to place an enormous
burden on the international
community. One can only wait to
see how the international com-
munity responds to India’s
demand of $ 2.5 trillion of finan-
cial support.

In the past, India has main-
tained that its national contribu-
tions will address domestic
obligations to provide for basic
development needs, electricity
for all and a minimum standard

of living. India has avoided mak-
ing any sector specific commit-
ments though it has pledged to
reduce overall emissions. India
will not accept any constraint on
its development goals. Indian
Ambassador to the US, Arun
Singh, observed that the Indian
people must decide what is in
the best interest of the country
Though the INDC targets that
India has set are ambitious,
there must be sufficient means
to achieve those targets.

India has not committed to
any numeric reduction in car-
bon emission levels. Its pledges
represent a sort of compromise,
ambitious on renewable energy
but timid on reducing emissions
without foreign help. The Minis-
ters in the Union gover nment
seem to believe they can allevi-
ate poverty and maintain low
carbon sustainable development
while expecting other countries
to provide the $2.5 trillion neces-
sary to meet the 2030 reduction
level.

In the recently concluded
talks with German Chancellor
Angela Merkel, Germany has
pledged around 1.2 Billion to
support solar power projects in
India. This is still a long way
from the requirement of $2.5
trillion, but every bit will help.

The Union government is ix
need of stern and smooth gover
nance towards both the environ
ment and climate. At the same
time the government needs
greater clarity and gunidance
from the international commu-
nity India also needs a mecha-
nism or institution for regular
tracking, reporting and verifica
tion of all implemented climate
actions as they occur: These
actions would aid India in
responding to droughts, heat
waves and the other climate
impacts that will increasingly
affect it.
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Heavyrains
wash away

CTOPS
BENGALURL, DHNS: A cou-
ple of districts continued to
receive rainfall in the Stare
onWednesday

Heavy mainfall in the last
couple of days in Ballari dis-
trict has left several crops
damaged. Two cows and a
buffalo have been washed
away in the rainfall at
Mincheri village in Ballari
taluk,

According to the Bevenue
officials, crops including,
chilli, maize, coton, cultivas
ed on atleast 108 acres of land
have been destroyed. The
survey work is on and a re-
porton the numberof houses
that have collapsed is also be-
ing compiled.

Atleast 30houses have col
lapsed in Ballan district, the
Revenue officials have esti-
mared. So far, one house in
Mincheri, one in Sanjee-
varayana Kote, 10in Kollegal,
four in Honnalli, two in K
Veerapur, have been con-
firmed as collapsed.

Though rainfall receded
on Tuesday in Dakshina Kan-
nada district, Mangalur ex-
perienced moderate rainfall
onWednesday Inthelast 24
hours, Banowal tahik has re-
ceived 18,1 mm followed by
Mangaluru- 7.9 mm,

Udupi districtexperienced
drizzling throughout the day.
Earkalahas recetved 5.9 mm
in the last 24 hours,

DH News Service

http://www.deccanheraldepaper.com/dh/forms/page.htm#
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Drought and
migration may
spoil poll spirit

Anirban GuhaRoy

® [etters@hindustantimes.com

PATNA: The poll cacophony in Bihar
is seemingly getting muted in the
rural hinterland where farmers
and farm labourers are facing a
droughtlike situation owing to defi-
cient rainfall and poor irrigation.

Water-starved and withering
crops have forced many farmers
tomigrate to other states. Political
partiesfear the worst — the steady
outflow of people ahead of the five-
phase polls from October 12might
impact voter turnout.

On Tuesday, chief minister
Nitish Kumar said his government
was tackling the situation with all
available resources. BJP’s Sushil
Kumar Modi retaliated by saying
thefarmers’ plight has deliberately
beenleftout of the CM’s campaign.

Rhetoric aside, Bihar is in the
grip of a major farm crisis.

“Of the 38 districts, 24 have
received 19% deficient rainfall. A
drought-like situation is prevail-
ing in these districts,” said Vyasji,
principal secretary, disaster man-
agement department.

The state government has not
declared drought in Bihar; as cen-
tral rules suggest there should
be 60% deficient rainfall and less
than 50% crop coverage. Moreover,

NITISH KUMAR SAID HIS
GOVERNMENT WAS
TACKLING THE SITUATION,
WHILE SUSHIL MODI SAID
THE FARMERS' PLIGHT

P R—

duty has impacted the implementa-
tionof several profarmer schemes.
Reports from the districts sug-
gestafarmers unrest isbhrewing in
the Rohtas-Kaimur belt— Bihar’s
rice bowl — where farmers agi-
tated last week demandingrelease
of water from the Sone canal.
“There is no water and using
pumps setstoirrigatefields is prov-
ing very costly Our debt is increas-
ing,” said Pramod Kushwaha, a
marginal farmer in western Bihar
Similarly, farmers in north
Bihar’s Samastipur, Muzaffarpur,
Vaishali and Chapra districts are
facinga water crisisata time when
paddy has started sprouting.
Experts have forecast a low
paddy yield this time, and it could
impact the Rabi season as farmers
would have little money in their
hands to cultivate wheat.
Meanwhile, trains passing
through north Bihar have been
unusually overcrowded, filled

assignment of field staft of agricul-  mostly with farm labourers mov-
tureand allied departmentsforpoll  ingout of Bihar in search of jobs.
=
¥ The Bihar government has not ® Data provided by the
declared drought in the state, as DMD said 13 districts

central rules suggest there
should be 60% rainfall deficient
and less than 50% crop coverage

= The govt has sent adetailed
proposal to the EC for higher
allocation under diesel subsidy
for pump sets in affected
districts and is awaiting approval

did not get any allocation for
diesel subsidy till October 1

 Poll assignment for field staff of
agriculture and allied
departments too has impacted
implementation of several
schemes, including MGNREGA,
for succour to farmers.
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, NGT EXPRESSES CONCERN OVER DETERIORATION OF HINDON RIVER

‘Dire need to curb poIIutlon

Akanksha Jain

ith the Hindon river becoming a
victim of indiscriminate waste
disposal by residents, industries
and civic agencies, the National
Green Tribunal (NGT) on Thurs-
day said that “there is a dire need
for controlling pollution of the
water body (Hindon and its trib-
utaries) as they are tributaries of
river Ganga”.

Anguished at the photographs
showing pollution before the
Hindon joins the Yamuna, which
were placed before the tribunal
by an NGO, a Bench headed by
NGT chairperson Swatanter Ku-
mar directed the Principal Secre-
tary (Environment), UP, to
personally visit the Hindon, par-
ticularly the sites shown in the
photographs.

It has also sought that onus be
fixed on agencies and officers
who allowed the deterioration of
Hindon.

“The photographs placed be-
fore the tribunal clearly show ve-
ry high pollution of river Hindon
because of industrial discharge,
indiseriminate dumping of mu-
nicipal waste and even sewage.
Strangely the chemical and other
pollutant contents are of such
high density that the foam from
the river is moving to the road,”
the Bench said.

“All that we hear is that public
authorities shift responsibility to
others and at the best that notice

THERE ARE AS MANY AS 172
INDUSTRIES THAT ARE DISPOSING OF
THEIR OUTFLOW INTO THE HINDON

RIVER OI-' WOE

tribunal ed for onus be fixed
OHmdon isa ©The river is
- tributary of the | entirely rain fed.
Yamuna, which | It flows for 400 km
originates in in the Ganga -
Saharanpur | Yamuna Doab
district in the through the districts
lower H of Saharanpur,
range Muzaffarnagar,
Oltisused asa ;| Ghaziabad,
water resource Gautam Budh Nagar
for domestic, before it joins
agricultural and | the Yamuna
industrial uses | outside Delhi it :
©There areas | @Ghaziabad has nearly 300 i &The main °As per a study
manyas172 | industrial units and of them | sources of i published in the ‘Journal
industries nearly 60 are situate along ‘; pollution are i of Indian Water
disposing of their | the catchment of River Hindon | municipal waste : Resources Society’ in
outflow into .and its tributaries, the i and industrial | 2012, the Hindon
the Hindon Kali and the Krishni i effluents | it for bathing
has been issued. Thereis no plau- ed bench ordered. formulation, ayurvedic medi-
sible stand taken by any of the The tribunal was hearingapet- cines, soft drinks, tannery, frozen
public authority,” it said, ition filed by the Society for Pro- meat, paper, cattle slaughter

“Let a meeting be held by the
Principal Secretary Environ-
ment (UP) with the heads of de-
partments of Ghaziabad
Development Authority, Ghazia-
bad Municipal Corporation, Pol-
lution Control Board, NOIDA
Authority and Urban Develop-

~ment, who shall personally visit

the river Hindon, particularly the
location exhibited in the photo-
graphs placed onrecord; take im-
mediate steps for remedying and
controlling the pollution, and to
suggest ways and means so that
river Hindon at Ghaziabad is not
polluted any longer,” a disquiet-

tection of Environment and
Biodiversity and environmental
activist Manoj Misra.

‘It must be noted that many
petitions relating to dumping of
waste in the Hindon have been
placed before the NGT, indicat-
ing the sad state of this Yamuna’s
tributary.

“There are as many as 172 in-
dustries situated in Ghaziabad,
Meerut, Baghpat, Muzaffarnagar,

Saharanpur and GautamBudh

Nagar, which are disposing of
their outflow into the  Hindon.
These mainly deal in fabrics dye-
ing, electroplating, pesticides

house, sugar, dairy, calcium car-
bonate and distillery,” the pet-
ition said.

Ghaziabad has the maximum
number of industries with manu-
facturers in diesel engines, elec-
troplating, bicycles, picture
tubes, tapestries, glassware, pot-
tery, vegetable oil, paint and var-
nish, heavy chains, automobile
pistons and rings, steel pharma-
ceuticals and liquor, among
others.

For feedback, please mail us at
cityeditordelhi@thehindu.co.in




Gargi Parsai

NEW IIEIHH: A regmna.l epnsml
tatio ':'gm agro mrestry on

| shrubs on farmland for de-
e )@relopmgresxhence to climate

"Indxa has the most pro-

e world,” Director
of Kenya—headquaﬂe

the conference here. “This
needs to be followed up with
investments and better coor-
dination between States.”
“There is a lot of degraded

trees in India. The key is to
add trees to the landscape,”
he said. Agro forestry is de-
fined as a land use system
which integrates trees and
shrubs on farmlands and ru-
ral landseapes to enhance

productivity, profitability, di-

to integrate trees and

| gressive agro forestry policy
| inthe
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Mr. Simans does mt be-
lieve Ind.lan farmers neeti to

. ly the ones with small hold-

ong as the country

‘needs of small
I ‘with that ofthp.‘jml—
age, the State, the country
and the world,” he said. And
for this, he feels, small pri-
vate sector entrepreneurs as
well as big multi- national
companies will have to be
incorporated in public-pri-
vate partnership mode.
Former Director-General
of Indian Council of Agricul-
ture Research and the Chief
of the Trust for Advance-
ment of Agricultural Sci-
ences (TAAS) R.S. Paroda
pointed out that the agro for-

People should be encouraged to plant trees on
degraded farmland, says ICRAF Director-Gen ﬁ >
Tony Slmons ~ FILE PHOTO: M. PERIASAMY

e_stry policy was targeted at
increasing the tree cover to
33 per cent from the present
level of less than 25 per cent.
“This will require an aggres-
sive approach and in a mis-
sion mode.”

According to him, of the
140 million hectares under
cultivation, 100 million hec-

tares was facing one or the
other kind of degradation.
India’s Green House Gas
emission levels were not as

‘high as several other coun-

tries but it has to take-action

on several counts for which

policy decisions were re-
quired. Cow dung, for in-

‘stance, remains a source of

fuel in large parts of rural
India, The need is to provide
alternative source of fuel or
for gobar gas plants that al-
low the slurry to go back into
the fields.

Integrated app_ruaéh

“Agro forestry requires an
integrated approach—a con-
vergence programmes that
integrates trees, crops, water
use, livestock, fodder and
other livelihood initiatives --
which is missing in the pre-
sent system. Availability of
investment, appropriate
planting material for tree
species in different agro-cli-
matic zones, insurance, de-
regulation, market linkages,

_extension services and above

capacity building for
farmers to undertake an in-
tegrated approachiare all the
requirements that need ur--
gent attention,” ¥
For the programme tfo
take off and succeed, it will
be appropriate to have a
proper pricing policy and to
incentivise farmers with

funds.
e
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\GT bars sale of Srivaikundam dam san

‘State government told to stock it, Collector asked to supervise desilting

Sureshkumar

CHENNAL The Southern Bench
of the National Green Tribu-
nal (NGT) on Wednesday di-
rected the State government
to ensure that the entire sand
mined in the process of de-
silting Srivaikundam dam is
not sold and kept in the
stockyard till further orders.

‘The NGT made the direc-

tions following allegations
that the contractors are
keener in mining sand than
desilting the dam.

Pointing out the amount of
sand and silt mined from the
dam site, the Bench of judi-
cial member P. Jyothimani
and expert member Nagen-
dran observed that the work
in the last one month was fo-
cused mostly on mining the
sand-rich river bed than in
the silt-ridden area close to
the dam shutters.

The dam is being desilted
for last one month after years
of demands by the farmers

Lorries transpo‘rting sand from the Srivaikundam dam on Tuesday.

and the litigation before the
tribunal. The accumulated
silt in the dam was rendering
the dam useless and the river

water was draining into the

sea. Based on the petition fil-
ed by S Joel, alocal function-
ary of the MDMK party, the

tribunal ordered desliting of
the dam on July 1.

When the case came up for
hearingon = Wednesday,
MDMEK leader Vaiko, who
was representing the pet-
itioner and CP1 leader R. Nal-
lakannu, who was member of

the supervising committee

“appointed by the tribunal,

submitted that the hundreds
of lorries were being engaged
in taking away the sand from
the river bed, in name of de-
silting.

Responding to the allega—

The NGT msued ﬁle ¢
directions following
allegations that the
contractors are .

* tions, Abdul Saleem, govern-

ment pleader, 1bmitted that
the desilting was done in
phases and removal of the
sand in the niverbed was o vt
of the process.

Taking serious concern of
the fact that the sand was
sold by contractors, the
Bench stated that it must be
sold as per rules.

The Bench further ordered
not to mine sana -rem the
dam site and store i vin stock
yard until its orders on how
to dispose it of.

The District Collector was
directed to personally super-
vise the desilting.




The Times of India

Title : Ocean heatwave could kill 5% of world's corals
Author :

Location :

Oslo

Article Date : 10/09/2015

Corals reefs are suffering a severe underwater heatwave this year for the third time on record,
including a mysterious warm patch in the Pacific known as “The Blob*, scientists said on Thursday .
The bout of record high temperatures in parts of the oceans, stoked by climate change, is expected to
kill more than 12,000 sq kms of reefs, or about 5% of the global total, they said.

The experts, including the US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), said
similar alerts about damage to reefs had been issued only in 2010 and 1998, both extremely warm
years.

Corals, tiny creatures which build stony skeletons, eject the colourful algae they live with when under
stress. That bleaches the re efs -some corals can bounce back when temperatures fall but many die
from long-lasting whitening.

Corals are nurseries for many species of fish and provide livelihoods for millions of people.

“This is the third time we've had a global bleaching event,” Mark Eakin, coordinator at NOAA 's
Coral Reef Watch, said. Experts would have spotted such wide damage to reefs even decades ago
when monitoring was less thorough. “Now, 2015 has seen coral bleaching occurring in reefs in the
northern Pacific, Indian, equatorial Pacific, and western Atlantic Oceans,* the alert said. A vast mass
of warm water known as “The Blob* in the north eastern Pacific has harmed corals, including in
Hawaii, it said.
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Corals, tmy creatures which hm!d stony 5h11-letarls, eject the colourful alg.m they
live with when under stress. That bieaches the regfs. Some corals can bounce
back when temperatures fall but many die from long-iasting whitening

http://epaperbeta.timesofindia.com/Article.aspx?eid=31808&articlexm|=0Ocean-heatwave-could-kill-5-of-worlds-corals-09102015021043
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