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AKEY compromise by develop-
ing countries, including India, on
one of the finance provisions is
inthe offing and it could become
the turning pointat the Paris cli-
mate change conference.

Itis learnt that developing
countries were ready to accom-
modate a provisionin the agree-
ment that would ask them to of-
fer climate finance if they were
“in a position to do so” or were
“willing to do so”. But they
would agree to such a provision
onlyifitwas a voluntary require-
mentand if developed countries
explicitly pledge to raise at least
US$ 100 billion every year after
2020 as promised.

The developed countries

had, at the 2009 Copenhagen cli-
mate conference, said they
would “mobilise” $ 100 billion
every year from 2020. Six years
on, developed nations have not
been able to raise the full
amountof the first tranche. Asa
result, the commitment to raise
$ 100billion in every subsequent
year after that has been under
doubt. US negotiators, while re-
peatedly saying that developed
countries will fulfil their com-
mitments in the post-2020 pe-
riod, have shied away from men-
tioning the $ 100 billion figure.
Instead, US and other coun-
tries have been pushing for a
provision that will also ask de-
veloping countries to contribute
to climate finance in a “volun-
tary” manner. Developing coun-
tries have so far been rejecting
any such proposal, citing the UN
Framework Convention on
Climate Change that mandates
a group of 25 rich and industri-
alised countries only to provide
climate finance, Developed
countries have been arguing that
the need for climate finance was
well beyond $ 100 billion and it
would be good if developing

countries also contribute.

Developing countries now
agree on the concept of such a
provision but are working on the
language that would not make it
binding for them, like developed
nations, to provide finance.

The BASIC grouping of coun-
tries, comprising India, China,
Brazil and South Africa, Tuesday
gave indications that they might
agree to such an understanding.

“We will also doe our bit (to
provide climate finance), bilat-
erally. China has already helped
through south-south coopera-
tion. We have been helping our
neighbours. But these are strictly
our bilateral and voluntary ac-
tions,” Environment Minister
Prakash Javadekar said.

China's climate change rep-
resentative Xie Zhenhua agreed
with this formulation, saying
“the more (the money on offer),
the better”,

“We would like the scale of
climate finance to go further up.
We urge developed countries to
fulfil their obligation.., while the
developing countries, on a vol-
untary basis, can also con-
tribute....,” Xie said.

e change issuein sight

1.5 degree Celsius
target still on table
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AMITABH SINHA
PARIS, DECEMBER 8

THE GOAL to keep earth’s rising
temperatures to within 1.5 degr-
eeCelsius of pre-industrial times,
asagainst 2 degree on which the-
reis greater consensus, got a fresh
lease of life Tuesday with the BA-
SICgroup of countries saying they
had not shut that option out.
Atthe climate change confer-
ence in Paris, the BASIC group, co-
nsisting of India, China, Brazil and
South Africa, said it was very “mi-
ndful” of the concerns of island
states and other vulnerable coun-
tries, which have been asking for
a 1.5 degree target for several ye-
ars. “Thisisanissue of concern for
them (smallisland states and oth-
ers). This is also an issue of con-
cern for Brazil and other BASIC
countries. [ would like to say that
we are actually discussing this
matter and I can assure you that

we will come with a joint positi-
on this issue during this confer-
ence,” said Brazil's Environment
Minister Edna Bomo Malewa.
The smallisland states, which
fear being drowned by rising sea
levels due to climate change, had
met French Foreign Minister La-
urent Fabius, whois presiding ov-
er the conference, over the wee-
kend to urge him to get the world
to agree on a 1.5 degree target.
Fabius had supported the idea.
Currently, there is greater con-
sensus around the 2 degree tar-
get among the developed world
and larger countries becausea 1.5
degree pathway will force them
to cut greenhouse gas emissions
more sharply and take stricterac-
tiontoshift toa low-carbon econ-
omy. The current negotiating text
has both 2 degree and 1.5 degree
as options for the global goal. But
India has been saying that it wo-

uld notopposea 1.5 degree target
if a consensus builds around it.



Cuddalore stj]] under water

thousands remain cut off 4
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CHENNAL/CUDDALORE: Relief
works shifted to the next phase
in Chennai with the 1§
ment focussing on habilita- &
tion and controlling disease
outbreaks, while in Cuddalore,
vast tracts remained_u@igler wa-
ter. i

The flow of materjals to
Cuddalore was regulated, but
thousands of residents in re-
mote areas, cut off by Wwaters,
conimued. ip CoRmlain. that Nng vessel| ont;:a lorry after a rescye
thg ‘Eefl;f::gr:f;ﬁg t'm the = OPeration at Tiruvottriyur in Chennai. The northern Parts of th
large rural population in Cud-  City have complained of neglect in reljef
dalore, the distri s — PHOTO: B. JOTHI RAMALING A \

tion hasrestarted the Mahatma centres. The Hindy had re-  at least 200 persons in ever

Gandhi Nationa] Rural Em- ported on Tuesday about the habitation, Thjs Would he],

ployment Guaranteg Scheme flooding of cloge to an estimat- . Put money in theijr hands t,

(MNREGS) with the labour ed 55,000 hectares of Cropping meet crucial expenses, the IA!

force set to be utilised for un- Jang and how the lack of officer said.

clogging Waterways and sanj- MNREGS works had made the ' Officjalg said levels in aj] wa.

tary work, rural population dependenton ter bodies were under control.
However, inundation cop- relief materials, : On Tuesday, parts of the dig-

tinuedinmany parts of the dis- Senior IAS officer Gagan-  triet received mild rainfa]],

trict on Tuesday with about  deep Singh Bedi, who is over-

30,000 persons languishing in seeing the relief Operations in

relief camps and 1.5 Jaih ac- . Cuddalare, $aid officials were

cessing food in 7] government  ifstructed to ' Drovide weel «.




plored by the State to ensure
'the ‘safety of the dam. The
government, he added,
'would constitute an interna-
'tional study team to assess
ithe risks posed by the old
{dam.
! Earlier moving the mofion,
{Ms. Bijimol alleged that the
“government remained help-
less and on the defensive as
‘Tamil Nadu continued to
flout dam safety regulations.
Revenue Minister Adoor
Prakash informed the As-
sembly that preparations for
disaster management werein |
?lace |
In the light of the govern-
rgnf:nts explanation, Speaker
N. Sakthan denied leave for
discussion on the adjourn-

ment motion.
|

‘Move NHRC'

Leader of the Opposition
VS, Achuthanandan urged
'the government to move the
National Human Rights
Commission against Tamil
| Nadu’s failure to comply with
dam safety norms. He said
any attempt to raise the per-
missible water level in the
reservoir to 152 ft would in-
undate large tracts of forest-
Rards 2

3 spillway shutters lifted

Three spillway shutters of
the Mullaperiyar dam were
lifted by half a foot at 10 a.m.
on Tuesday following a surge
in inflow.

‘The water level was 141.78
ft at. 5 pm. on Tuesday.
Against ‘an inflow of 2,600
cusecs, Tamil Nadu drew
2,000 cusecs while 600 cu-
secs were released into the
Idukki reservoir through the
Periyar river, a senior official
of the Kerala State Electricity

Board in charge of the Mulla-
periyar dam told The Hindu. |
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Jaya’s
compensation

-an insult, say

flood-hit

Anger spilled out after the
chief minister on Monday
announced financial assistance
of Rs 10,000 for those who lost
their huts, allocation of 10,000
tenements and an aid of Rs 5,000
for families hit by the deluge.

“The compensation is very
meagre. The government should
think of the rise in prices and
revise the compensation. That
would be helpful. Rs 5,000 will not
get anything, especially after we
‘have lost all our belongings,” said
Chennai resident Nagalaksmi,
“All our identification cards
ave gone and if any one creates
a problem, we have nothing to
show.” _

DMK treasurer and former
deputy chief minister MK Stalin
criticised the compensation
annrineed while visiting flood-
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_ Jaya’s compensation an insult, say flood-hit

KV Lakshmana
u |eflers@hindustantimes.com

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu chief min-
ister J Jayalalithaa’s announce-
ment of 35,0000 310,000 in finan-
cial assistance for those whose
homes have been hit by the state’s
devastating floods has sparked
anger among locals, with many
terming it an “insult”.

The issue is threatening to
snowball into a major politi-
cal controversy ahead of next
year’s assembly election with
opposition parties including the
DMK trying to stoke the people’s
disappointment to unseat the
ATAIDMK government.

Life was limping back to
normalcy in Chennai and sur-
rounding areas on Tuesday with
rain abating, as focus shifted to
relief measures and prevention

T L A
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u A boy puts his school

muck and stagnant water.

But people whose dwellings
and belongings were wrecked by
the deluge expressed their disap-
pointment with the state govern-
ment's promised compensation,

e e Sl e L inadaniiate

books out to dry as floodwaters recede in Chennai.
With the rain abating, focus has shifted to prevention of epidemic.

AFP

“It is better if the govern-
ment gives nothing rather than
insult us this way,” Suthivel
Armugam, a 45-year-old farmer
from Cuddalore district, told a
television channel.

The government should pay a

compensation of 325,000 per acre
to farmers if it is serious abou
taking care of them, he said.

The discontent among the peo
ple has been heightened by the
fact that many have seen relief
coming in from NGOs and indi
vidual donors rather than an:
government agency.

Ramani is a homemaker fron
Chennai’s Ekkaduthangal are
where a clutch of TV channel
have their offices which wer
also inundated, forcing them
suspend telecast for three day:

“The water started com
ing in and within half a
hour our entire house wa
flooded and belongings sul
merged,” she said. “There w
no time for us to react. We ju
tried to get out. And today, the:
is nothing at a1l.”

Tava’'a
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Curbs on construction on the Ganga must be part of a larger
effort to keep alive the river ecosystem

N INTER-MINISTERIAL GROUP, including Water Resources Minister Uma
Bharti, Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar and Power Minister Piyush

Goyal, has decided, in princinle that no new conctrictionwanid he allowed
P ikttt e R o s e e——

_ I\ on the River Ganga or any yofits tributaries. The decision, to be conveyed to
the Supreme Court on January 20, has been taken to ensure the river's minimum environ-
mental flow and protect the ecosystem that depends on it. This is a welcome move for two
reasons, One, it shows the acknowledgement, among policymakers, of the intricate set
of factors that must be taken into account to keep alive and rejuvenate ariver system like
the Ganga. Two, in the past, policymakers have shied away from calling a halt to power
projects that clearly threatened delicately balanced and even critically endangered river
ecosystems. On this occasion, Bharti has offered to compensate the six hydroelectric
power projects (HEPs) to be built on the Alaknanda and Bhagirathi river basins in
Uttarakhand, out of the Rs 20,000 crore approved for Namami Gange. The decision revives
hope of not only rejuvenating the Ganga, but also of averting tragedies like the Uttarakhand
floods in 2013.

The sequence of events that led to the decision, however, illustrates how government
departments often work at cross purposes. In the aftermath of the floods, the Supreme
Court had prohibited the setting up of any new HEPs in Uttarakhand. In February
this year, a four-member committee of the environment ministry evaluating the
cluster of six HEPs argued against them. In October, another expert body set up by
the environment ministry, which included the Central Water Commission (which
comes under the water resources ministry), overturned the first committee’s recom-
mendation. And now, yet another five-member committee — this time led by the
secretary of the water resources ministry — has reverted to the earlier decision against set-
ting up the HEPs.

Alarge partof the problemis the lack of adequate information about ecological flows.
Thereis hardly any regulation in this regard and guidelines about what is optimal or de-
sirable are sketchy. There is little in terms of mapping of aquatic fauna. Drawingaline on
HEPs is just one element in the effort to arrest the decline. The Centre might also want to
relook at other schemes that show more ambition than ecological sense — like the pro-
posed linking of 101 rivers across the country.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

Thiruvananthapuram, 8 December

With the water level at Mullaperivar
dam in Kerala inching towards the
supreme court permitted level of 142
feet and TamilNaduopening the spill-
way shutters of the dam without
informing Kerala, Kerala govern-
ment on Tuesday said it would move
the Supreme Court soon over the
issue,

The state government on Tuesday
decided to file a petition in the
Supreme Court complaining that
reservolr supervisory committee had
opened the dam shutters and released
water to Perivarriveron Monday night
without the mandatory 12 hours prior
notice to Kerala. Replyvingto anotice
for adjournment motion by E § Biji-
mol of CPIon the anxiety and fear of
the people living near the Mullaperiyvar
dam, chief minister Oommen chandy
told the assembly, though Kerala had
informed Tamil Nadu two days ago
about the high inflow of water to the
dam and wanted it todraw maximum
water, thelir response was lukewarm.

http://epaper .thestatesman.com/c/7556859?show=print

, :DigitalEdition

Mullaperiyar damissue: Kerala
toapproach supreme court

He said the only way before Kerala
to solve the issue is to move court. Stat-
ing that Tamil Nadu government is
nottaking into account the condition
of the peopleliving near the dam, he
said this attitude of Tamil Nadu
tow ards Kerala was unfortunate and
condemnable. He further said he
would take up this issue with the prime
minister during his Delhi visiton 9,
10 December.

Asthewater level at Mullaperivar
damwas touching the maximum per-
mitted level of 142 feet eight of its
spillway shutters were opened by
Tamil Nadu on Monday night with-
out informing Kerala.

These shutters were closed on
Tuesday morning after there was a
decrease in the water levels. Howev-
er, three spillways were opened on Taes-
daymorning following therise of water
level in the dam. Around five houses
in areas like Vallakkadavu were inan-
dated, according to sources.

Thel20-year-old dam, though sit-
unated in Kerala's Idukki district, is
owned, maintained and operated by
Tamil Nadu.

17
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Mullaperiyar safety: Kerala to move Supreme Court against Tamil Nadu

. .1 T. Nandakumar

Oommen Chandy to seek intervention of Narendra Modi and Uma Bharti on the dam issue

; S T
.. . S VI

Water from the Mullaperiyar dam being released through the Erachipalam stream, near Kumily, to the Vaigai reservoir on Monday.

As heavy rain brought the water level in the Mullaperiyar dam closer to the permissible limit of 142 feet, the Kerala government told the

Assembly on Tuesday that it was preparing to move the Supreme Court against Tamil Nadu for the failure to comply with dam safety
regulations.

Chief Minister Oommen Chandy told the House that the issue would be taken up with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Union Minister for
Water Resources Uma Bharti later this week. He was intervening during the discussion on the notice for an adjournment motion moved by
E.S. Bijimol and others.

Replying to the motion, State Water Resources Minister P.J. Joseph said the government would file a petition in the Supreme Court pointing
out that the dam supervisory committee had opened the spillway shutters to release excess water into the Periyar river on Monday night
without observing the operational schedule mandating 12-hour prior notice to Kerala.

Drawing attention to the heavy rain lashing the catchment area, he said a torrential downpour like the one experienced by Chennai recently
could pose a danger to the 120-year-old dam.

Mr. Chandy said it was unfortunate that Tamil Nadu had adopted an indifferent attitude to Kerala’s request to draw more water from the dam
in the light of the rising water level in the reservoir. “Though we had conveyed our anxiety about the safety of the dam, their response was not
favourable,” he told the House.

In the light of the government’s explanation, Speaker N. Sakthan denied leave for discussion on the adjournment motion.
3 spillway shutters lifted

Three spillway shutters of the Mullaperiyar dam were lifted by half a foot at 10 a.m. on Tuesday following a surge in inflow. The water level
was 141.78 ft at 5 p.m. on Tuesday. Against an inflow of 2,600 cusecs, Tamil Nadu drew 2,000 cusecs while 600 cusecs were released into the
Idukki reservoir through the Periyar river, a senior official of the Kerala State Electricity Board in charge of the Mullaperiyar dam told The
Hindu .

Mpr. Chandy said it was unfortunate that T.N. had adopted an indifferent attitude to Kerala’s request to draw more
water from the dam in the light of the rising water level in the reservoir.

FROM AROUND THE WEB

MORE FROM THE HINDU
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North Chennai residents pintheir Rain made both rich and poor

Chennai has become an island: City turns communications hub for
hopes on these flyovers helpless Rajnath Chennai
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The Times of India

Title : Delay in opening sluice gates caused flooding
Author :

Location :

Chennai

Article Date : 12/09/2015

The flood that ravaged Chennai last week was not a natural disaster, but one caused by the state
bureaucracy's failure to regulate release of water from Chembarambakkam reservoir in the outskirts of
the city. Those privy to developments in the state secretariat during the last week of November say
that in the wake of international agencies predicting 500mm of rain for Chennai on December 1 and 2,
public works department (PWD) officials had advised the secretary and other senior bureaucrats to
bring down the water level in the reservoir from 22ft to below 18ft so the lake could absorb heavy
inflow four days later.

But the proposal to release lake water was caught in bureaucratic red tape.Sources said the PWD
secretary waited for chief secretary's nod to open the sluice gates -and whose nod the chief secretary
was waiting for still remains a mystery .In effect, the disaster caused in Punjab by heavy release of
water from the Bhakra Nangal dam two years ago was repeated in Chennai.

Orders to open the Chembarambakkam sluice gates -rather flood gates -were not received till the city
received was pounded with rain and the reservoir started overflowing. “The state administration
maintained that the release from the reservoir into Adyar river was only 33,500 cusecs (cubic feet per
second; 1 cubic ft is 28.3 litres of water), which is the maximum capacity of the gates, from December
1 night onwards. But the actual release was more than double that, and nobody has any idea how
much it was because water was overflowing from Chembarambakkam after the reservoir reached its
full capacity of 24 feet. The problem was compounded as Athannur lake breached, releasing about
5,000 cusecs into the Adyar, said a highly placed source in PWD.

“The city has paid the price for having a bunch of bureaucrats who don't have the guts to act on their
own. We were lucky that the reservoir, despite overflowing, did not breach,“said an senior official,
who was coordinating rescue operations. Madras Institute of Development Studies professor S
Janakarajan said the administration should not have viewed Chembarambakkam in isolation. The lake
and Adyar river are connected to about 200 tanks, he said. Even if 33,500 cusecs had been released
from Chembarambakkam, by the time the water reached Saidapet, it would have swelled to 60,000
cusecs be cause of additional flow from other water bodies enroute.

The magnitude of the disaster was more as no advisory was issued to people living in low-lying areas,
warning them that their homes could get flooded. Chennai police officers were instructed to keep their
cell phones switched off (much before phone towers went down) and hence, people in distress could
not seek help by reaching out to officials in their locality.

TOI's repeated efforts to get responses from the authorities went in vain. Some pertinent questions that
remain unanswered are: Whose orders were the bureaucrats waiting for to open the sluices? Will
anybody be held responsible for the lapses? And, at least now, will the government put a standard
operating procedure in place to keep reservoirs at safe levels? Will a better system be evolved to warn
people living on river banks before gates are opened?

12
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Rahul Gandhi with flood-hit people in Ch
For Alive steps, see P 2

nal.
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The Times of India

Title : “Glaciers in Everest have shrunk by 28% in 40 years'
Author :

Location :

Beijing:

Article Date : 12/09/2015

Glaciers on Mount Everest, source of major Asian rivers like Brahmaputra, have shrunk by 28% over
the past 40 years due to climate change, according to a report.

The glacial shrinkage area is compared to the measurements taken in the 1970s in the report released
by the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS), Hunan University of Science and Technology , and
Mount Qomolangma Snow Leopard Conservation Centre.

The glacial area on the south slope of the world's highest mountain, in Nepal, has decreased by 26%
since the 1980s, the report said.

Part of the report also said Everest, known as Mount Qomolangma in Tibet, has been getting warmer
for the past 50 years.

Kang Shichang, a researcher with the State Key Labo ratory of Cryospheric Sciences under the CAS,
said the data was based on long-term remote sensing and on-site monitoring.

At present, there are 1,476 glaciers in China's Mt Qomolangma national nature reserve, covering
2,030 square kilometres, state-run Xinhua news agency reported. The shrinking glaciers have resulted
in swelling of glacial lakes and higher river levels downstream, Kang, who has led several glacier
inspection teams, said.

Remote sensing data showed that the area of a glacial lake in Mount Everest nature reserve increased
from about 100 square kilometres in 1990 to 114 square kilometres in 2013, Kang said.

Mount Everest is the source of a number of major Asian rivers, including Brahmaputra and Ganges.

Earlier in May , a group of international researchers had warned that the estimated 5,500 glaciers in
the Hindu KushHimalayan region -site of many of the world's tallest peaks, including Mount Everest -
could reduce their volume by 70-99% by 2100, with dire consequences for farming and hydropower
generation downstream.

Mol

Mount Everest has been getting warmer for the past 50 years, giving
rise to alacial lakes and ralsina river levels downstream. savs a report
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MitogeTile Govi to review UPA
Chennai limps back to normalcy

MAMMOTH TASK Sanitation workers start cleaning up as fears of disease spreads inarea

Py ——

CHEMNAIL Sanitation workers
were facing & mammaoth task
on Tuesday of cleaning up
Chennal anid nelghbouring
areas as mounda of muck and
Fetid poals of watar sparkod
fesars of disaxasa in tha aftermadly
of Tamil Mivdu's worst fooding
i over noentury.

Shaps opened shutters in
some areas that wore limping
buck to normaley though the
weithor offbos pradiceed hesvy
rains in the constal parts of the
state ond its capital dug to low
pressure in the Bay of Bengal.

Congress vice-president
Bahul Gandhd tonred the rain-
Battored parts af Tamil Madw
amd Pudacherry and urgod the
stivte and central governmonts
b b “more responsive” o the
people's plight

“Tvane to sl e gossriment
of Tamil Nadw and the govern-
ment of Inidii that thy need o
e lat more for the peogle of
the state,” he said while also
distributing reliel materials

“They need to be much more
respanstve. The peoyibe of ‘Tumil
Kadu and Chennal are sulTer-
ing: The state government and
the natiomzl govermment necd
to respond t this and take
nition as fisst as possibile,” the
Congrass viee-president saicd

Mesarly 300 peaple have diod

tha southern

.wmnm t Rl

meets peopls affected
by floods at Mudichur, Chennal
on Tuesday, Ll

ather pasts.

The city's mumicipal corpors-
tion sald 10,000 onnes of gar-
Dot s been pemoved over (e
pe=t 0w deys wl s nearly 30,000
porsomnel pressod neo sevioe.

Many Chennal residernts
v started rettirning to thelr
Tearmies s winhors recodud peross
he ity Tt ed ol It a:
Ao g will remabn closisd until

since it was hit by unprecedent-
ed rain on Decamber 1 that left
large sactions of Chennai under
upioedght feet of weter: trapped
paopke on roaftops with no com-
muniestion and washed away
thausands of honses as well a5
property worth crores,
Thentah the sun was shining
bright for the seeomd conseu.
v day, SEagnant s water

Chief minister.J Jayidalitha
announced the government
will distribute L000 tonnes of
eaching prwer and one crora
chlorine tablats to peaple in
rain-hit parts of the state,
including Chermal. to disin.
fiect sl places and purify
drinking water,

The morthern district of
(‘Il('ld lore, howoever, continuad

rl
amisjor health hazand in aress
Elkes T Mg tirmilng inbo hiread-
g gronnds for rmesguitoes wnd

, With rescis
tenms helng rushed thers over
fears of further damags.

(Wt agsncy inots)

They need to be much more responsive. The people

of Tamil Nadu and Chennai are suffering. The state
government and the national government need to
respond to this and take action as fast as possible,

RAHUL GANDHI, Congrass vice-prasident

COGNIZANT GIVES
3260 CR FOR
FLOOD RELIEF

BENGALURLE Information
Rechneiogy major Cognizant
on Tussday snmandid that
s it committing T260 crore
(540 milion) tawards the
refief of victims af the
Chening Fleeds. Cognizant,
wiich is ore of Chenmal’s
largest argliyors with more
than 60,000 employeesin 11
Facilities, aid it will tab &
muth-pronged approach o
suppart refief and langar-
term rehablitation meas-
uros in Ehe <ity. The 510 mil-
lion (35 crore) of funding is
targated b holp the resi-
dents of Chennal through
direct grants ba the Tamil
Madu Chief Minéster's Public
Rofief Fund,

Tamil Nadu economy takes a
hit of thousands of crores

.Ima.mmmmm ot

CHENNAL Channiai's worst floods
I recordod history may b
sl b iness worth thausards
of crones of rupess, somwimists.
sad on Tresday, &5 the Industry
startod couting the lossos i a
ity known s the hib af auto-
mabile and TT vomprnies,

Tamil Nadu's capital had
turmed invto & virtua water word
after the heaviest rainfall ina
ocentury kd to massie flooding
Laust wessk i the coaniry s foueth
moat populons chiy, wrmoed a
“iisagter” Ty Union hiome min-
Ester Rajrusth Singh.

Theugh an exact assess
met of the losses are yet to be
arvived at, two indusery bodios
— the CIT and ASSOCHAM —
hirve estimited thio losses fo be
in around 31500 crore due o
halt in industrinl produetion for
nearly a week.

Losses of the MSMEs located
I Industrial estates could be
arond T crore

Sourees said that insuranen
elains by induseries f 21500
erare e alresady e fed snd
mara &o in the pipeine

. '[amil actor anl director M&Mm Pallﬂlm halls pmmh
floods

Industry witchers and ecano
tnbsts e pressud doubts over the
Faatar of (e .35 1akh erore st

on Tuesday, P
Concurred Prof Ramu
Manivannan of Madras

University, the absancg of gov.
ul nanee iz mmnlhil\gﬂn: \mr

rent Molls that chief minkstar
a

§ the
eearily bl globul investors'
et after the ooding exposed
the city's poor infrastructure,
For all the strong factors
used to hardsell Tamil Nadu as
an ivestment destinstion, the

fur.m imvestar, any |!0u'bwnthv
governanee front would suraly
be i Lactor that is given impor-
tance in investment decistons.
Two-whealer manufpcturer
TS sald It losl 15,000 uniis in

enlbapseot infrash;

4 3 comfidetien dawhor for tha
investar, said a senfor execy-
tives o an MNC unwiiling o be
quated,

Accarding to Indasry sources,
e antomedsile seetor's Tosses
alone could be betwaen IR0
10 L0M croTe.

status; will grant
degrees on its own

Bjehmcnr
S b

NEW DELHI: The studenis of

decision to cancel land
given to RSS affiliates

Mousinii Dias Gupta

Footwear Design &
Institute (FDDD, Mw T been
vampakgning for carkty on the
legulity of’ thedr degres for somo
tima, will soon have reasons to
rejodce.

The Centre, sources sald, has
drafled o bill that will give the
institute the status of ‘nstliue
of nat sl Imyporanes’ simila

NEW DELHE: The: Ml prveir nmisit
is reviewing a TPA decision o
cancel the alloiment of land 1o

al

Yogesh Chandm.

The allotments were
make botween 186901959 and
September 2004 by the then
Atal Behari Vajpayee-led NI
government. The Chandra
d sams 100

s rediglous, soclal and cul
ui{,anlﬁallun-.nlﬁllaml o the
Sangh

enses of Land wliodusd L various

(RES o0 tia gmum]s that rujes
wAe 1 Followd

ool T, hss 18
shogmes and d plocrias an its o4en,
“Th

The Db uir
(UTH mninbstry this iwemk

ministry has

exirculisted the draft I wiih the
human reseurce development
i el it

TAS offewsrs - former highways
smwl‘ln LE Joshi and former

Tn 42 cases, e committon
obsarved th allotments worn
sl ittt i rewnd fo fhe
stipilied procedure”, The TPA
povermment finally eancalled 29
such allotitnis kecluding those
madis b orgin st lons such as
IMiskheres Smiritl My, Vishwa
Samvard Kendra, Dharam Yatra

Akhil Bhartiya

ministry for aliy smcretary M
will be sent to ihe cabinet for its Remachandran - toreview if the
approval soom,” an offiial ssid. decision o cancel L

The University Grant wesjustified. The committee has
Comnmission (GO had recently  tosubmitt its repoet by March 308,

termen its te up with Bajasthon
based Mowar university that
grantod degroes to its stodents,

The TG directive, h sl

Soumees sl I (e commiites
canciuded that the

Vanvasi Kalyan Ashram.
Soon after the NDA came to
powet (nMay 2014, many of the

wias not justified, the ministry
eonthd seal; its evncation by the

oot whe 1 e

the Mewar University could not
grant degries o any institut
Dl# of e tertitorial jurlsdietion

thedssue. s maority of fheallot-
S whose Land wes crgon Tl ey
i coErt, So tho minisey will

of the UGCact,
|'|n|l|l|lIlle'l'ulurﬂul'Illuuaulnlls-ndl
FIHI's students in feapardy
The Notda based institute
which comes under the adminis-
eeative pontrol of the commeros
ministry vuns slght

h eheonrtfoe takis
ing a final call once the esmmii-
ton sxihmits its report,” 8 senior
government official said.

In 2004, the then UPA govern-
ment cancelled the alldments

acrss e coumdry and nn;vllku
ottt i many courss.

based on by
Acesnarber Inguley compmbt
o Fuesatlied by et LAS offieot

Wi sellod approachasd
urban development minister
bt Maiedu to review

s matter 18 1n court
the ministry songht the opin.
bonof the Attorney Genaral in
Angust on whether i con review;
easi-by-case, the decision taken
by the previous government.
s the AG gave his view that
the ministry could review (1,
the minlstry declded to set up
a commitiee.” another govern
e official said.

14 killed as speeding train hits
SUV at unmanned rly crossing

[ vty

RAMGARH: Fistir teon ool worn
Reilhed on Monday nighe when
a Bolers at an wnmanned rail-
way crosaing near Lapsnga was
rammed by a speeding train
whenat 50 km froam JFhikhiml's
cirpital Runchi, Ramgaeh polics
superintendent M Tamilwanan
contirmed the deaths.

The 13025 Howrah-Bhopal
exprass had left Barkakana
station around 9.30 pm and
was speeding &t 1he unmanned
Tovel crossing when a Bolero
atfemgrted to cross over, The
train rammed into the car, Kill-

which ineladed seven children,
fionr womn and (hree e

By the time the train driver
appliod the breaks, the Balero
had Deen dragged for about
Kllomtre,
ief minister Raghubar
Mg, Whi expressid shock and
condabiness, sought a detailod
report from the Ramgarh
administrative authorities,
He alsa announced 31 lakh as
compensation for the surviving
family mambers of eachof the
decensed.

TRAIN RAMS INTO
ANOTHER. 1 KILLED
PALYRAL: At lesaal ane person was

Ingall 14 gers o thiesgiod,

Tiees injurod

whena loeal reatn rammed intn
the Lokmanya Tiak Express in
Foggy conditions in Haryana's
Palwal district on Tuesday
marning
Th driver i thelocal Pl
Ghaziahad EMU was Killed,
while the assbsant deivir of the
train s guard of the expross
traikn weire injuare] in the mistip
Anearlier report from 1ANS
put the number of injured at
aroind 1. The repart akso sabd
the infured were admitted to hos-
pltata in Palwal snd Farbdabad
“There was fog In the morn-
Iz and tha EME driver prof
CEaLld ot s the sighal,”
Sharma skl
HTC & AGENCIES
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12/9/2015 Parliament to pass resolution on Chennai floods - The Hindu
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Published: December 9, 2015 04:03 IST | Updated: December 9, 2015 14:40 IST NEW DELHI, December 9, 2015

Parliament to pass resolution on Chennai floods

e National Bureau

"Parliamentary Affairs Minister M.Venkaiah Naidu suggested the measure and it was heartily supported by all members," said a senior

BJP MP.

A resolution expressing solidarity with the people of Tamil Nadu after the Chennai floods is likely to be moved in Parliament where MPs from

all parties would be contribution a share of their salary to flood relief efforts. BJP MPs were informed of this at the party’s parliamentary

group meet and was endorsed by all MPs, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“Parliamentary Affairs Minister M.Venkaiah Naidu suggested the measure and it was heartily supported by all members,” said a senior MP of

the party.

Mr.Modi asked all party MPs to highlight the fact that “no previous government” had given Dalit icon B.R. Ambedkar so much respect as the

current regime.

Printable version | Dec 9, 2015 4:45:30 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-to-pass-resolution-on-chennai-

floods/article7962724.ece
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12/9/2015 Schoals, colleges to remain closed in Chennai - The Hindu
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Published: November 22, 2015 21:11 IST | Updated: November 23, 2015 11:42 IST Chennai, November 22, 2015

Schools, colleges to remain closed in Chennai

¢ Staff Reporter

The Hindu

Heavy rains continue to lash the city, urging officials to keep the schools and colleges shut.

Schools and colleges in Chennai, Kancheepuram and Tiruvallur districts will remain closed on Monday. The decision was taken by the
Collectors of the three districts on account of rain that has continued to lash the city over the weekend.

An official communication from the three district Collector’s office was issued to this effect.
Educations institutions will remain closed in Cuddalore, Villupuram and Tiruvannamalai districts too.

In Tuticorin district, a holiday has been declared for Tuticorin Taluk alone, officials said.

Printable version | Dec 9, 2015 4:49:44 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/schools-colleges-to-remain-closed-in-
chennai/article7905719.ece
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