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Uttarakhand, g0vernment
with Villagerg While draft.
ingthezona] masterplan for

actually heard oy instance,
dccordingto the report, afow
st_akeholders have alleged
that “contractorg” Dosing gg
local Villagers participated
inthe hearings, :
The report has not been
reviewed by the NGTyet.
“The 2012 ESz notifieg.
- tion clearly states that the

* onalmaster plan shoglg be
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€ master

plan Prepared by the Utta-
Takhang gov'ernment, it ap--
-pears that 4 has mainly

been a,department exercise
and notin Consultation with
Villagers ” o senhior minis-

try official toId TOTL.

he ministry’ Teport

Comes againstg hackdrop of

objectiong raised by the Ut-
SREEN WORRIES

tarakhang EOVernment
several clauseg in the RSz
Notification, Under pres.
sure from the’NG’I} the Utta-
r

banel, jtig in “conflict” with
the ES7 Notification Forex.
ample, Uttarakhand Wantsg

Blitz

relaxation in the restriction
onhydelplants Withacapae.
ity of over 2MW (to below
MW), besideg DPermission
for Commercig] riverbed
mining ang the constryc.
tion of rpagdsg onthestretch.

The Teport follows an -

NGT order directing the
ministry to hgiq Meetings

- With all the stakeholders o

theplan— the locals, the 7t :

tarakhand £0vernment, ang

the Ministry of environ-
mentand forests_ todiscuss

Honof the BSZ notifioatioy.

In itg Teport, the water
ministry has pointeq out

~that the stretch from Gau-

mukh to Uttarkashj .. which
will cumpr_jsg the ESZ -. ig

there, About 529 of the wa-

terin the Bhagirathj is con-
tributed by the st eams, sey-

el eyl

in thE .
: M,I'D.Chronicie
Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation
Nai Duniya (Hindi) 7
The Times of India (A)

eral of which are drying'ﬁp.
It has said that the destyye:

tion caused by the 2013flash-+ !

floods in Uttarakhand'was

Plantsof 5 higher Capacity,

The Ministry hag recom-
mended that ths Viewof g =

cals, barticularly the wom-
en,betaken againbyg group

state’s zona] master plan

1y not be sustaingple. Hap:

allits masterpla.nistobe im-

. Plementeq, the 2012 ES7 6.

tification wip have tp pe
amended after 4 discussion
in Parliament. The notifies.

tion has foree of law? the

Ministry officialsaiq
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CM's Narmada‘
Seva Yatra turning

out to be a big

public movement’
HT Correspondent !Q_\}j;

& fetlers@hindustantimas.com

- NEW DELHI: Madhya Pradesh

Public relations minister
Narottam Mishra on Monday
said the Narmada Seva Yatra

- undertaken by chief minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan to pre-
serve holy river Narmada is
turning out to be a big public
movement.

He said the yatra — launched
by the CM from Amarkantak on
December 11 — will terminate
at Madhya Pradesh-Gujarat bor-
der on May 11 before covering
about 3,400 km in 144 days. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is expect-
ed to be there on the occasion.

Hesaid sadhus, saints, maulvis,
celebrities from sports, films and
social sectors have supported the
mission.”

‘The minister said, as per
Central Pollution Control Board

| report, Narmada was the least pol-

luted river in the country and came
under X category This was dueto
the strict norms followed for envi-
ronment preservation and framing
industrial policies initiated by the
state government, he added.

The purpose of the yatraisto

. make people aware of the need for

preservation and conservation,

-encourage people to plant more

trees, use organic fertilisers and
check illegal mining.
Mishra said fruit bearing trees

! will be planted on both sides of the

river to check pollution, more toi-
lets will be built, separate hawan
kund will be set up besides build-
ing cremation grounds and sepa-

~_ratebathing space for women.
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‘Telangana plea against Krishna

tribunal award dismissed + 410

- LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

| NEW DELH: The Supreme
Court on Monday dismissed
' aTelangana government pe-
tition against a decision of

| the Krishna Water Dispute

Tribunal-II to limit the re-al-

only to the two successor
States of Andhra and Telan-
£ana, and not dabble with the
share of water enjoyed by the
other two riparian States

- Maharashtra and Karnataka,

A Bench of Justices Madan

- B. Lokirr and PC. Pant cat-
. egorically
- without prejudice to any

_refused = —
other writ or special leave

in the Supreme Court — to
i intervene in the decision of
. the Water Dispute Tribunal-
. II to confine the question of
l re-allocation of river water,
| Post bifurcation of erstwhile

- Andhra Pradesh, to the two

1 Successor States of Telan-
- gana and Andhra and not all

- the four riparian States, The

-Covering L, Yis

location of the river water -

petitions filed by Telangana .

UKHAPPY

Vijayawada.— pHoro: v qaiy

tribunal had decided that the

~details of the re-distribution

- would be decided as per the
Andhra Pradesh Reorganisa-

tion Act of 2014 by an apex

council headed by top offi-
cials. The Bench explicitly
told Telangana that it would
not want to go into the entire
award of the tribunal nor
‘delve into a fresh considera-

tion of the water dispute.
In its petition, Telangana

contended that, on its forma-

tion, it was confronted with

the situation of “inadequate

DIVISIOR: A file photo of £

e R

& ]
te in

utiIiiation of Krishna 'Wa_ter

-out of the en bloc allocation

of 811 TMC of 75 per cent de-
pendable water, made by the
Krishna  Water - Disputes
Tribunal-I.

- “The projects identified
and allocations made by the
Krishna - Water Disputes
Tribunal-IT in Telangana re-

‘gion of erstwhile AP, is also

woefully inadequate being
just 9 tmeft of 448 tmcf of
surplus water among the ri-
parian States” the petition
contended, ;

|
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?:_Cauvérst SCto
hear TN's plea
for damages /i

ot [

[&_JZGAL CORRESPOND

}NEW DELHE:  The Supreme

‘Court on Monday directed

Tamil Nadu and Karnatakato
file affidavits of witnesses 0
i'be' examined in the former’s
plea seeking about T 2,500
“crore compensation for 10ss
{of .crops for not releasing
“Cauvery water in 2012-13.

A Bench = of Justices
Adarsh Kumar Goel and U.U.
Talit gave four weeks’ time to

“ both the States for filing doc-
_uments in determination of
! the original suit filed by
TamilNadu. =+
Senior  advocate = Sub-
~ ramaniam Prasad, appearing
for Tamil Nadu, and senior
advocate Fali Nariman, Tep-
! resenting Karnataka, sought
| time. S
i The court scheduled the
! case for hearing after five
| weeks. Tamil Nadu has
. sought -compensation con-
i tending non-implementa-
 tion of the order for the re-
i lease of Cauvery water.

P
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Snow-stranded

ARGHANA PHULL nected as many have al- ingsnowfall in Shimlaand
archanaphull252@gmail.com  readydoneaway withland-  hasfailedtoensure speedy
Shimla, 9 January line phones. restoration of basic amen-
The snowfall this time ities. Whatismore disturb-
The charm of the snow = wasabitmore than in pre- ing is that officers con-
seemstobeover inShimla  vious years, butnotabnor-  cerned are not listening to
for the time being as most  mal. However, even after complaints of locals on
areasinthestatecapitalof threedays, local traffichas phone,” said Karan Nanda,
Himachal Pradesh went notbeenrestoredonthecart alocal BJP youth.
without power supply forthe (main)road and taxishave Thefeeling is echoed by
third consecutivedaytoday, notrestarted onsealed and ordinary folk in the city “I
since it snowed on Friday restrictedroadsinShimla. called upan electricity com-
evening. Thishas caused inconven-  plaintoffice cateringtoad-
The local administra- iencetotourists andlocals, joiningareasof Mallroad.
tion, whichhasbeenboast- whohadtowalkon danger- The irritated answer was,
ingaboutitsdisasterman-  ous snow-filled lanes, "What can I do? Ask the
agementplans, grossly failed Though the roads lead- officers? We don’t have
inrestoringnormalcyinthe  ingto Indira Gandhi Med- enough staff forrestoration.
aftermath of the snowfall, ical Collegehospitalandoth-  Lookatthe number of frees,
which is not unusual in  er health institutions in which have fallen.' Where
the state, - the city were cleared on  dowego, if theresponsehas

Shimla received over

Monday, thelanes in many

tobelikethis?” said aneld-

twofeetof snowon6and7 localities were still buried erly citizen, R M Verma.
January, which derailed umdersnow Localresidents Deputy Commissioner Ro-
systemsinthecitywhileup- have accused the adminis- han Chand Thakur said,
rooting dozens of trees, trationof facilitatingVIPs ~ “We have told the officials
!| ' causing major damage to and other influential folk, toworkonwar footingtore-
|| electricity lines and hit- whetheritisabout clearing storethebasicamenitiesin
|| ting water supply. the lanes or restoration of a time-bound manner. Ef.
Mobileconnectivitywas  power and water supplyin forts are being made to re-
| lostinmanyareasof Shim- different areas, store the power and water
| laafter nopower supply for “Ttisforthefirsttimethat “supplytoall theareasof the
three days, which left peo-  the administration has be- city, We aremonitoring the
ljle struggling to stay con- havedso irresponsiblydur-  situation continuously”
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yn Punjab, Haryana till Jan 13
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[BHA SHARMA
BUNE NEWS SERVICE
'WDELHI, JANUARY g )
ter experiencing unusually
zher than normal tempera-
'es that may have already
rmed the early-sown Rabj
eat and mustard, a drop in
aperatures is now expect-
across the northwest — in
critical growing fields of
1jab, Haryana and -West-
Uttar Pradesh — during
next four days.
)ld wave at a few places
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fall further by 2-4° ¢ till the Friday moming - Lohrj. &%

India Meteorological Department

with severe cglg wave condi-
tions at isolated places are
most likely to prevail over
Punjab, Haryana ang north-
€m parts of Rajasthan from
tomorrow til] January 13,

pockets

Similar conditions are also
expected to prevail at isolated
places in West UP There is
also a prediction of ground
frost conditions at isolated
over  Punjab,

. 70/ A in the

M.P.Chronicle
A& (Hindi)
Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)

The Times of India (A)
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Haryana and north Rajasthan
in the same Dberiod, it says,
While officials negate any

" - adverse effect of unusually dry

and warm winter on the
wheat’ production, experts
believe higher temperatures
may have already impacted

the early sown wheat of Octg-

ber.  Higher temperature ig
known to impact maturing
and thereby yield and quality
of the crop, which is onereason
that the expected lower tem-
peratures, along with rain, is_

being seen ag 3 welcome sign,

Agriculture expert Sudheer
Panwar says higher tempera-
tures may have harmed the
wheat crops sown in the early
season. “Higher than normal

~ temperatures brevailed in

late December ang the begin-
ning of January, causing irre-
versible damage wheat sown
in October and alsp mustard.
The breach in temperatures
and rains is critica] for crops
Sown in November and

¢December” hesays,
EER OA\F .- * S wuw o ang T
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- Gulmarg freezes at
| S-year-low of 12.4°C

‘ New Delhi: Power, waterand
communication lines remai-
- ned out of order in Shimla

of Himachal Pradesh for the
fourth consecutive day on
Monday, even as 230 people
stranded in snow between
* Faguand Kufri were rescued
- by SSBpersonnel.

Cold wave tightened 1ts

gripin Kashmiras many pla-
~_cesexperienced coldest night
_ of the season with the famo-

us skiresort of Gulmarg re-
; cordmg the lowest tempera-
* ture in January in the last fi-
" veyearsat-12.4°C.

In the national capital,
shallow to moderate fo g du-
ring morning hours delayed
services of 41 trains, The

. Mmaximum temperature sett-

and two other upper districts

led at 19.3°C and the mini-
mum at 8.6, anotch above the
season’saverage. .

Meanwhile, the IMD said
the northwestern plains can
witnessfurtherdip(of upto4
notches) in the minimum
temperaturesfrom Tuesday.

The tribal areas and upp-
erareas of Shimla, Kulluand
Sirmaur districts remained
cut off from rest of the state
for the fourth consecutive
day as vehicular traffic was
disrupted due to slippery ro-
ad conditions,

Manali and Shimla shlve-
red at minimum temperatu-
resat-2°Cand-0.8°C, respecti-
vely. Srinagarrecorded a low
of -2.3°C —adrop of two deg-
rees from the previous
night’sminus0.3°C, ey

i iR the

- M.P.Chronicle
Agj (Hindi)
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CH. V.M. KRISHNA RAO | DC
HYDERABAD, JAN. 8 | ;

No concrete safety measures
have been taken in six years
at the Srisailam and Naga-
dams, despite
the suggestions of expert
teams after the unprecedent-
ed floods in the Krishna
river between October 2 and
4,2009, - ;

A total of 25 lakh cusecs of

~ water swamped the dams

against their maximum

- flood discharge capacity of

12 lakh. The two dams,
which function Jjointly to dis-
charge flood water, suffered
damage during the historic
floods of October 2009, and
require repairs. =
Study teams of engineers
had suggested measnres to
prevent a catastrophe if a
similar situation arpse later.
“There is complacency on
the part of both the govern-
ments in taking steps to pre-
vent a recurrence of the
catastrophe-like situation of
2009,” former Central Water
Commission chairman M.S,
Reddy told this newspaper.
“Solutions were offered by

engineers, but I don't think

any of these were imple-
- mented,” said Mr Reddy; for-

mer Union secretary for
water resources, who headed

* several teams on dam safety,

- floods of 2009 and how it was

Mr Reddy said there was
no official study on the pat-
tern of- the unprecedented

e ign

Nav Bharat Times {
' Punjab Keshari {Hindi)
The Hindu

4~ Assuming a sim-
) lar flood will

—occur in future
and lasts for more
- than two days, how to
- Manage it? Do they :
have any answer? | am
surprised they are not
looking in that direc-
~tion e
- — M.S. REDDY
Former Central Water
Commission chairman,
- exUnion water.

- resources secretary.

handled at Srisailam and
Nagarjunasagar so as to sug-
gest measures to strengthen

the two dams, especially in

the event of a dam burst,

He said Srisailam was a
concrete dam without an
earthen structure. There

- should be a solution like

diverting floods from the
foreshores so as tg regulate
the extent of water reaching
the Srisailam crest gates, as
and when it was more than
its designed limits.
Nagarjunasagar, a mason-
Ty structure, has an earthen
dam but there are no flood

breaking points, These need.

to be created so that in the
event of an unmanageable
flood, the earthen dam could
be demolished tq save the
spillway structure of the
main dam,

Indi)

ection, CWC.

Blitz
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. tions after

According ‘to officials at
the Srisailam dam, now

- under control of the Andhra

Pradesh government, a dam
safety panel constituted by
the Central -
Commission had made some

:suggestions after the 2009

floods but: nothing concrete
had been done.

A senior officer said they
had- sent proposals to the

-government- to repair the

dam and create a diversion
point from Pamulapadu to
Kundu river but there has
been no action.

Mr Reddy said that as
chairman of the dam safety
panel for Nagarjunasagar,
he had made certain sugges-
inspecting the
structure last year. “So far,

nothing has happened.” he

sajd.

“Assuming a similar flood
will occur in future and last
for more than two days, how
to manage it? Do they have

an answer? I am surprised = |

they are not being serious,”
Mr Reddy said. :

He said the governments

should have studied the han-
dling of the 2009 floods in
depth and identified as to
who was responsible for the

non-functioning of the flood

gates at Srisailam and wh
action was taken. .
“Suppose both the dams
break, what would hap-
pPen to people down-
stream? Is there any esti-
mate,” he asked, ;

Water

E _ Experts suggest buﬂdmg facilit)f to divért from Srisailam -fore.shores

| DAMAGE

CONTROL
: cusecs of water
25 lakh Siamped "

; ~ Srisailam and -
Nagarjunasagar in October
2009, against their capacity to
handle 12 lakh cusecs. e

& THE TWO dams, which
function jointly to discharge
flood water, suffered damage
during the floods.

& A PORTION ¢

of the Srisailam
dam below the spill way
developed a crater which
needs urgent repairs iy
¥ AT THE spillway portion of

- the Nagarjunasagar dam has
eroded at many places, which
posesathreali Sl e o
& EXPERTS HAD suggested

- measures to prevent a catas- :
trophe if a similar situation
recurred. L s

= There has been no study on
the pattern of the 2009 floods
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Environmental
issuesignored by

successive govts

DEHRADUMN: Thave spent mostof
my life in Mussoorie and Deh-
#» radun. When Uttarakhand was
formed (on November 9, 2000),
pecple here were full of hope...
lookingforward tofuture witha
.- lot of optimism. Sixteen years
down the lane, most of those

* dreamsareyettocometrue!

" 1don’t see political parties.

having done much to fulfil the
people’s aspirations. In fact, I
dor’'t find a great deal of differ-
- ence between different parties,
except for some ideological dif-
ferences thatthey have.
I'mdisturbedattheway Uttar-
akhand has developed haphaz-
. ardlyovertheyears. Successive
governments have grossly
neglected its environmental
issues. - :
Today,youseewholeblocksof
concretebuildingsatspotswhich
usedtoboastoflovelyorchards,
. verdant gardens and sprawling
| agriculturalfields. Air,soiland
| noise pollution are rising rap-
. idly,notjustintheplainsbutalso

. in the mountains of Uttara-

khand.Not totalkof poor sanita-
tionand sewage disposal.
‘Whichever party comes to
ower, it needs to save Uttara-
and from becoming smog-
ed like cities suchasDelhi.
i Having spent s0 many years
| here upin the mountains, I am
pained to see that there are
. hardly any doctors or guality
. medicinesavailablein thehills.
| Patients from remote areas are
forced to travel long distances
- forbasichealthcare. Why have
we failed to ensure that even
' aftersomany yearsofthestate’s
formation? Urgent efforts need
to be made for the sake of the
health of the general public.

P

. Today, you see whole
~ blocks of concrete
buildings at spots which
used to boast of lovely
orchards, verdant gardens
.. Pollution is rising rapidly,
not justin the plains but
also mountains. - ?

One more thing that worries
me isthelack of support by the
governmentforartand culture.
I’'ve met many aspiring writers
and artists in the the state but
nothingmuchhasbeendoneby
the successive governments to
promotethoseinvolvedinart.

Oneexpectschangesoverthe
timeandchangemustcome.It's
just that sometimesthe changeis
for the better and sometimes not.
I can only pray that may god
blessthefuture governmentand
helpit realise the dreams, wishes
and aspirations which the people
of Uttarakhand harboured atthe

-time of the state’s formation.
(As told to Neha Pant)
A

!
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=1 Light rain,
. | fog likely this

weekend &
. J\‘

_ Times News Nerwork
New Delhi: The Met depart- -

‘ment has issued a cold wave :

| warning for parts of north In-

_ diaoverthenextlewdays, inclu-

i dingPunjab, Haryana andnort- -

; hernpartsof Rajasthan.

L For Delhi, the department

: said the ‘mainly clear sky’ seen

~on Monday will become ‘clear’ =

. by Tuesday. Mist or shallow fog

[ willoceur in the morningwhile

. moderate to dense fog is expec-

. ted on Friday morning. The we-

" ekend is likely to be generally

« cloudy with shallow to modera-

* te fog in the morning, and very
lightrain or thundershowers at
isolated places on Sunday.

The Met said that due to the

. eastward movement of the a

. western disturbance currently

. overnorth Pakistan, dry north-

-, westerly cold winds were very

| likely over the plains of north-

| westIndia from Tuesday to Fri-

. day. Due to this, the minimum

- temperatures are expected to

‘fallby2to4 degrees Celsius.
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