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Uma meejcs Yogi, discusses
purificationofGanga "

ARCHANA SRIVASTAVA

LUCKROW 2 APRIL

nion water

resources and river

development min-

ister Uma Bharti
slammed the previous Sama-
jwadi Party govemment for cre-
ating obstacles in the clean-
ingof Gangain Uttar Pradesh.
Bharti said despite the best
efforts of the central govern-
ment, the previous regime
refused to give the NOC' (no-
objection certificate) required
for the implementation of
‘Namami Gange' projectand
cleaning theriver. The union
minister said the previous
governments have only
deceived in the name of the
Ganga.

Bharti who was a day’s visit
to the state Capital met chief
ministerYogi Adityanath and
discussed with him themea-
sures to be taken for Nama-
mi Gange and cleaning the
Gangariver. She expressed the
optimism that Ganga clean-
ing will now be ensured. She
said asan MP, Yogi Adityanath
has been quite vocal in par-
liament on the issue of puri-
fying the Ganga.

Talking to press persons at
the VVIP guest house follow-
ingher meetingwith the chief
minister, the waterresources
minister said she told Yogi
Adityanath that top priority by

Exuding optimism that Ganga cleaning will now be ensured, she said as an MP, Adityanath has
been quite vocal In partiament on the issue of purifying the Ganga.

his government should be
accorded to' Namami Gange),
cleaning the Ganga and the irri-
gation projects.

“The chief minister was
asked that a presentation
should be made so that funds
arereleased by the central gov-
ernment for completing the
pending water projects”, Bhar-
ti said. The chief minister
fixed a time frame of one

week to theirrigation officials
present in the meeting for
submitting the presentation
onapriority basisto the cen-
tre, minister added. The reju-
venation of Ganga's tribu-
tarieslike Ram Ganga, Kaliand
Yamunawas also discussed in
the meeting.

Bharti said Rs. 7000 crore
would bereleased by the cen-
tral government by May-end

for the construction of ghats
along the Ganga river for
speeding up the ‘'swachhta
abhiyan’.

“Outofthis, Rs. 1600 crore
will be spent on cleaning the
river when it passes through
the villages, construction of
ghatson theriverinthecities
and purification of river water”.

About the delay in setting
up sewage treatment plants

(STP), Bharti said installa-
tion takes time. She was, how-
ever, hopeful that work on
cleaning the Gangawould be
completed by 2018. Bharti said
Uttar Pradesh should follow
the example of Madhya
Pradesh where irrigation facil-
itieswere better and the neigh-
bouring state has attained
top spot in agriculture pro-
duction.

She was of the view that
Rajasthan government's move
torefurbish and charge wells
and water bodies can berepli-
cated in Uttar Pradesh.

Incidentally, Bharti also
came down heavily on the
implementation of the Gomti
river front project in Luc-
know, which was one of the
pet schemes of the Akhilesh
yadav government. The min-
ister said earlier too she had
raised the issue of irregular-
ities.

There are many complaints
of financial bungling in the pro-
ject, Bharti stated, adding
thatno attention was paid to
cleaning the river water.

Stating that the Bharatiya
Janata Party government will
implement the Gomti river
front project, the union min-
ister said but, complaints of
financialirregularities should
be probed. Regarding Ram
Mandir the minister said a solu-
tion should be found after hear-
ingall the parties concerned.
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Flood jtuation eases in Kashmir

| Jhelufn 1eVé1 drobs in two places; PM assuresMehboobaof Céntré’s suppbrt

ection, CWC.
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i SRINAGAR ) L ;
! while the Jhelum river,
~ i which runs across the Valley,
i remained in spate for the
i gecond consecutive day on’
- Friday, its Jevels started de-
i creasing in south Kashmir
i and Srinagar, bringing relief
to the local population. - :
The Centre also offered
help to the govémment,'m B
£ tackling the flood situation.
i Life in the Valley has beent af-
i fected by rain over the past
|{ three days. Lo
U In south K_ashmir‘, the
.3 gauge at Sangam showed
i 1870 feet at 6 p.m. com-
I pared to 2210 feet  on.-
i Thursday night. similarly,
the water levél at the Ram
Munshibagh gauge in Srin-
Vi agar came down from 20 _ b e e,
. feet to 19.60 for the same Water world: The Hanuman Mandir at Amira was inu
period. However, the water ~forthe last thrée days. =NISSARAHMAD EAE

- e e B

ndated on Friday after rai

i ired

i Jevels at ‘both gauges con-.. ~ : ; R o _

Ui tinue to flow above the due to the slippery condition  the valley” Home ‘Minister Five soldiers were trapped

\:  danger mark. “People of roads. Several areas re: - Rajnath Singh spoke to Ms. in the post on Thursday.

i ~ should not panic as the wa- main inundated in Srinagar. Mufti and offered support. Later, two soldiers were res-.
‘ : ' - cued. The deceased have

ter level in the river and PM Narendra Modi spoke

T CTIT e

rigation and Flood Control - from the official handle of three soldi
department, Muhammad  the Prime Minister’s Office  trapped 'in an Army post and Sepoy
Hanief Lone. ‘
The SrinagarJammu High- possible support in dealing Batalik sector, were T€-
- way continued to be closed - with the flood situation in coveredon Friday.

R

arkhand. :
(With PTI inputs) -
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Covering L., Y18 e
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n lashed Srinagar

other tributaries is reced- 1o Chief Minister Mehbooba Sbldiéré; bodies found been identified as Havaldar

ing,” said Chief Engineer, Ir- Muftion Friday. A tweet sent Meanwhile, the bodies of Prabhu Kirke (43), Lance
ers, who were Naik Bihari Marandi (34),

Kuldeep Lakra
said: -“The PM offered_all afteranavalancheinl(argil’s 22), all hailing  from
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Ken-Betwa link i

Advisory panel disagrees with forest land all

JACOB KOSHY
NEW DELHI
India’s apex forest advisory
body has imposed tough
conditions on the Ken-Betwa
river interlinking project.
Given the ecological and en-
vironmental impact posed
by the project, it had to pass
multiple authorities ~ for
clearance. A forest advisory
clearance was seen to be the
last step before the project
was to begin.

The Forest Advisory Com-
mittee (FAC), the apex envir-
onment ministry authority
that clears requests for dj-
verting forest land for pro-
Jects, usually rejects or re-
commends a proposal,

B

K

~Covering I, yig

sometimes with conditions,
for the diversion of forest
land. As minutes of the
March 30 meeting — made
public on Friday — show, in

. the casé of the Ken-Betwa

project, the FAC has re-
frained from explicitly giving

"its opinion either way and

only seconded an earlier
sub-committee’s report that
had cleared the project sub-
Ject to strict caveats,

‘Not unprecedented’

“This is unusual for the FAC
but not unprecedented,” a
person privy to the forest
clearance process told The
Hindu. the FAC’s recom-
mendations are passed on to

hari (Hindj

Blitz

the environment minister,
who can abide by them or
reject them.

The 18,000 crore river
interlinking project requires
4,141 hectares of forest in the
heart of the Panna Tiger re-
serve, and some more be-
sides, to build a dam and a
230-km canal to transfer wa-
ter to several drought-afflic-
ted villages in Bundelkhand.

As compensation for the
pristine tiger habitat that
would be inundated by the
project, the Water Ministry
had agreed to acquire about
8,000 hectares of forest
land from the Madhya Pra-

desh government and revive /

them as forest,
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~ One court in each district.

ts green hurdle

Ocation, wants canal re-aligned

But the FAC said this land
was not good enough as it
was fragmented, and, to
meaningfully revive a forest
that is part of tiger habitat,
the land acquired ought to
be contiguous. This would

' require, according to the

FAC, “revenue lands/non-
forest lands by way of pur-
chase or otherwise by the
project proponents and the
government”,

‘While a State can relat-
ively allocate forest land for
Central projects, transfer-
ring private or revenue land
is harder, time-consuming
and costly. The FAC has also
asked for the project’s main
canal to be re-aligned.
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Nagarjunasagar dam to be automated soon

Move will ensure optimum use of water, regulate discharge levels and reduce human intervention

V. GEETANATH

HYDERABAD

The imposing giant edifice is
almost dry with water flow-
ing in a trickle at the corners.
The Nagarjunasagar reser-
voir is at dead storage level.
But this summer has also
provided an opportunity for
the dam authorities to repair
the 50-year-old structure.

It is not exactly repair
though. It is more about
bringing the dam located in
Nalgonda district into the di-
gital age by automating the
systems. This also entails

serving the drinking water -

and irrigation needs of both
Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh.

Nagarjunasagar will per-
haps be the first dam in the
country where automation is
being introduced for opera-
tions and maintenance in or-
der to make optimum usage
of water along with electri-
city generation. “The ageing
dam needs improvement to

Ch -
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Set for facellft A150- ft crane at the Nagarjunasagar dam site

in Telangana. »sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

meet the present-day de-
mands to ensure safe and re-
liable operations with new
age technology for opening
and closing crest gates dur-
ing the times of flood and
water management during
the dry season,” says Com-
missioner of Command Area
and Development Authorlty
G. Malsur.

The automation of 26

crest gates and 18 other gates
control - costing I8 crore
from World Bank funds un-
der the modernisation pro-
ject — will result in generat-
ing real-time data which can
be monitored from any part
of the world through the In-
ternet.

When water is found to be
excess in the reservoir, the
control panel will trigger the

gate control unit to open the
gates and allow the water to
evacuate to the lower levels.
Engineers say it will help in
reliability of the gate struc-

ture and operation ma--

chinery so that problems
with the gate-operating
equipment are reduced con-
siderably, thus improving the
overall dam safety.

Automation is built into
the computerised remote
control system for flood and
discharge regulation from
the dam through data re-
ceived from local sensors at
the main dam, gates - crest
gates, chute gates and right
‘canal gates, directly wired
from the Master Control Fa-
cility (MCF).

Data can be received at
predefined times of five
minutes to 24 hour intervals
using GSM/GPRS/VSAT wire-
less telemetry and also GSM
based information manage-
ment system for transmitting
online information of re-

quired data on the cell
phones of project authorit-
jes.

Real-time forecast
Using the real-time flood
forecast, application soft-
ware will have the facility to
operate the gates in ‘anticip-
atory mode’ i.e. moderate re-
leases from crest gates in an-
ticipation of receiving water.
“All these works were being
done manually all these
days. This was a tedious pro-
cess. Once automated, we
can reduce human interven-
tion and measurement er-
rors,” says Dr. Malsur, also
the Project Director of Water
Sector Improvement Project.
A steel bridge is coming
up across the length of the
dam at a cost of 1.5 crore. A
150-ft crane at the dam site is
helping engineers install the
pre-fabricated bridge which
will help workers reach the
far corners of the gates for
maintenance and repairs.
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Centre Sets Up

Body For Better.

Coordination

vishwa.Mohan
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Taking advan-
tage of the new political
alignment, the governments
in Uttar Pradesh and Utta-
rakhand have stepped up ef-
forts to resolve their long-
pending disputes over con-
trol of different assets along
the Ganga with the Centre
playingakeyrolein arriving
atan acceptable solution.
The Union water resources
ministry brought both statesto
the discussion table and decid-
ed to constitute a joint body —
Ganga Management Board
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¥ Centre to set ub the ‘
board in May

» 1t will have representations
from UP, Uttarakhand and
ministry of water resources

-1t will intervene in case of

any dispute over distribution
of the Ganga water

between UP and Uttarakhand

» Board will also look into
planning of future water

CTIVES

resources dévelopment
projects having
inter-state ramification

» Office of the board will be
located in Okhla, New Dethi

(GMB)—nextmonth tolook in-
to disputes between them over
distribution of river waters
and management of assets in-
cluding irrigation canals. The
board will alsohelp inbetterco-
ordination between the two
states on various components

of the ongoing Ganga rejuve-
nation progranmme.

Chaired by water re-
sources secretary Amarjit
Singh, themeetingon Friday
deliberated on modalities to

“setupthe GMB.

UP government officials

informed the participants
that the matter had already
been put up before chief min-
ister Aditya Nath Yogiforap-
proval.

“Both states agreed in
principle to take final con-
currence of their respective
governments by May ¢ when
the next meeting is sched-
uled here at the behest of the
water resources ministry,”
said an official.

Singh islearnt to have told
the state representatives that
the ministry would notify the
GMB irrespective of any re-
sponse from them as the Utta-
rakhand HC had recently or-
dered the government to act
fast on the issue.

Though the board was sup-
posed to be constituted long
ago under the UP Reorganisa-
tion Act, 2000, it couldn't be set
up due to differences over

7, e/ ~[0-T)

many issues between the two
states which included admin-
istrative control over assets.

Uttarakhand was carved
out of UP over 16 years ago,
but both states continue to be
in possession of each other's
assets. For example, the VIP
ghat in Haridwar and many
canals in Uttarakhand are
stillunder UP’s control.

As many as 43 canals part-
ly lie in both states and their
management control is not
clear -— a scenario which af-
fects their maintenance and
water distribution for irriga-
tion.

“Both states have agreed
to finalise their control and
operation withinone month.
Theobjectiveof thisexercise
is to rationalise operation
and controlof these43 canals
for their efficient manage-
nient,” the official said.
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871km of Brahmaputra
to be dredged
N GUWAHATI :
-, B Atotal of 871 km of the
" mighty Brahmaputrain - .
Assam will be dredged with
* the Centre bearing its )
expenditure, said a senior
official of the Inland Water
B Transport department. .
Survey of 300 km of the -
¢ Brahmaputra has been .-
t  completed so far by the State
PWD department for
dredging of the river, said
U Inland Water Transport
director B, B, Dev Choudhury
while participating in an All
India Radio news talk show -
last night. Mr Choudhury said
help of experts will be taken -
~ for the dredging, 1y i
G
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TEESTA: No visible change Q
since205 N

2017: Hasina requested Modi for the conclu-
sion of the Interim Agreement on Sharingof
the Water of Teesta as agreed upon by both
governments in January 2011. Modi reiter-
ated thathis govemmentiswoﬂdngwith all
stakeholders in India for an early conclusion
of the Agreement. v

2015: Hasina requested Modi for immediate
conclusion of the Interim Agreement on
Sharing of the Water of Teestaas agreed upon

* by both governments inJanuary 2011. Modi

conveyed that deliberations were underway
involving all stakeholders.
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Teesta waters can't

be shared:

Mamata

‘Other rlvers in the area can be tapped

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATIONAL
KOLKATA
Expressing her dlspleasure
at the talks between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his Bangladesh counterpart,
Sheikh Hasina, on the
Teesta, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Sunday said the river is
the lifeline of north Bengal
which can’t be taken away.
“There is very little water
in Teesta river, it is our life-
line, the lifeline of north
Bengal,” Ms. Banerjee said.
She said other trans-na-

i tional rivers could be diver-

ted to attend to’
Bangladesh’s water needs.

“Your problem is water, not

Teesta. I am willing to look

at any alternative proposal.

There are many other rivers

in the area, we can use wa-

ter from them,” she said.

No pact signed .
On Saturday, Ms. Hasina -
said India’s support would
help resolve all issues, in-
cluding Teesta water shar-

% ing, expeditiously. Mean-

while, no pact on Teesta
was signed between the two

Méméta Banerjeeq
nations. Mr. Modi said: “I
am very happy that the

Chief  Minister of West
Bengal is my guest today.

o g .
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Her feeling for Bangladeshis .

as warm as my own. I assure
you and the people of
Bangladesh of our continu-
ing efforts on Teesta. It’s
only my government and
your government that can
and will find an early solu-
tion to Teesta water sharing
issue.” )

The Teesta runs through
West -, Bengal ~ = and
Bangladesh and if a treaty is
signed it would allow for
equal-
Bangladesh welcomed Mr.
Modi’s commitment to an

. early solution on the Teesta.

share of water. !

)
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Mamata—Hasma bonhomie > over

Al -a- T2 Vg
dlnner raises hopes for water accord
Bengal CM Offers Water From

Torsha, Electricity To B'desh Wh Delhl Dhaka cant

Mohua.Chatterjee
@timesgroup.com

- New Delhi: West Bengal chi-
ef minister Mamata Baner-.

jee met Bangladesh Prime
MinisterSheikh Hasinaover
a private dinner at Rashtra-
pati Bhavan on Saturday
The bonhomie between the
two is expected to find a way
fortheaccord toshare Teesta
waters without hurting the

‘ interests of people on either

‘.

sideof theborder: *

In fact, during her mee-
ting with Sheikh Hasina
Mamataislearnttohavesug-
gestedthatsinceBangladesh

"‘needs more water, both sides '~
. should explore -water-sha-
ririg from other river sy-.

stems in thg region too and
not just from Teesta. With fe-

arsthat toomuch water from.-
Teesta flowing into Bangla- -

desh could leave" North? sevenhours. én In2011, Delhl &Dhakastnlck ;
Bengal dry, Mamata’s sug-  ‘wa . interim deal for 15 years India
gestionistoprovidé waterto  sed her reservationsagainst | wouldget .=~ .. :

Bangladesh from Torsha ri- :
ver instead, which would be °
easierfor Bengal asthereare

threeriver systems in the re-
gion, said sources. -

Making siire that she had
more on the plate to offer

LR "t
Dhakaasgoodrelationswith _ will eventually support it. “I What is the Teesta
Bangladésh is to the advan . am very happy that the chief | Shelved to fater that year o : 1 lrigation and fishing
tage of Bengal which shares ~minister of West Bengal is » Teesta water-sharing agreement > T fioodolai :
the longest border with the ~my honoured guest today. I | waiting to be signed since 2011 - > Teesta floodplain covers

neighbouring country, Ma-

mata offered to provide elec- -

tricity during her meeting

diately accepted, it was le-

Kok-Khuina-Dhaka
bus service trial on
hetrial runofthe

Kolkata-Khulna-Dhaka bus
service beganin Kolkataon

" Saturday with anaimto take
forward Indo-Banglabilateral .

relations. Three buses were |,
flagged off from ‘Nabanna’,

‘the state secretariat,asa part

of the trial run that will be
operational from June, official
sources said,

<_Seq§§§:atemlnisters :
:h""PErtha atterjee, Subrata

- Mukherjéeand Firad Hakim
flagged offthe buses Thebus
" will travel 409 ki ‘around 13
hours to réach Dhaka, sources
said The price of the ticketis
yettobe finalised. The total
timetoreachKhuina,
_including security checks, at
the borderwill be around

sharing too much of Teesta
waters with Bangladesh.
Referring to the Teesta

pact is important for India-
Bangladeshrelationsandex-
pressed hope that Mamata

know that her feelings for
Bangladesh are as warm as
myown. I assure you and the

sively on this trip. After the

) Negobatwnsonsincelsss,
1 prelymlnarydealgave, s

.l

agree on Teesta deal -

Dhaka has been pushing for this a long time but the Teesta water agreement still -
_ remains a pipe dream. While PM Narendra Modi conveyed his hopes for an “early
“solution” to visiting Bangla counterpart Sheikh Hasina, West Bengal CM Mamata
Banerjee is reportedly not too enthusiastic about the treaty...

What is the dispute

“» Bangladesh warits 50% of

May annually; India clalms a
share of 55%

unallocated ~

» But Barierieé ob}:osed it; signing i

Hydropower on Teesta is another

point of conflict; At lcast 26

" Teesta's water between Dec and

India Ty '
aﬁ: Bangladesh

agreement, Modl said the |

with Hasina in the presence  people of Bangladesh of our = [I(Jin RIS YA
of Prime Minister Narendra = commitmentand continuing Sikkim, aimed at producing some [ ‘
Modi earlier in the day. Clai- = efforts,” Modisaid. 50,000MW mmars Looch Behar,

= ming that Bengal has excess When Hasina arrived at - ™. enters Bangladesh, 101“5
electricity which could be the Delhi airport on Friday :
soldtoDhaka, Mamatamade -~ shetoldreportersthat shewo-
the offer which Modi imme- uldbemeetingMamataexclu-

. 2150sq.km in Bangladesh

arnt. Soon after, Mamata Bengal CM arrived in the ca- ver' - theTeestain lndla

. sentanofficiallettertoModi pital, shesentacrosshergifts, " ) ]
on the issue, sources said. It - including a “Baluckari sari, | The Mamata factor Modl bid
isalsoeasierfor Dhakatota- to Sheikh Hasina whois stay- > In 2011, Mamata Banerj

. jeewasto . > PM Modi went to :
fﬁgﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁfsﬁtﬁg :;g:ﬁl:slt{a:)sfhgraézzg;?agra; | accompany then PM Manmohan Singh to Dhaka in June 2015, but
caseatpresent. fiab Mukherjee. Hasina also Dhaka for signing deal, but cancelled trip visit did n.ot yielda daal

During her meeting with  sent across gifts, including » Trinamoo! was a key UPA partnerthen& - - > Fqllou_nng Mamata's re-

' SheikhHasinaand PMModi thefamed Dhakaisari,toMa-+ | water is a state issue. So, deal couldn’t be inked without election in 2016, some reports say
at the Hyderabad House, mataonFridayevening. CM's approval - | she'salittle more conciliatory now
held before an official lunch ~  Before her dinner mee-" { » Then Bangladesh foreign minister Dipu Moni had » On a visit to Dhaka, Mamata
hosted by the PM withatra-  tingwithHasina,Mamataal- | warned bilateral ties would get complicated if india reportedly urged Bangladesh to
ditional Bengah spread, s0- SO nt'let Del.h; chief minister falled to deliver onTeesta : have confidence in her on Teesta
urces said Mamata expres- Arvind Kejriwal.
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