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No end to Beas reserve s water woes

AmaN Soop

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PATIALA, APRIL 9

Almost a fortnight after the
water level started plunging
in the Beas water reserve
after the Bhakra Beas Man-
agement Board (BBMB)
decided to “limit the release
of water”, aquatic life is
under threat.

The Tribune had high-
lighted the threat to aquatic
life in a report, ‘Beas
reserve going dry, aquatic
life.in danger’ (March 31),
but the situation has not
improved much.

In the past two weeks, offi-
cials of the Wildlife Depart-
ment have been on their toes
trying to track the recently
released gharials, two of whom
were stuck in the muddy ter-
rain of an island that appeared

Low water level in Beas has disturbed the aquatic wildlife. TRIBUNE PHOTO

due to water shortage.

“The situation is alarming
and we have informed the
government. We will soon
hold a meeting with the
BBMB and irrigation author-

ities. We will press for the
release of more water to bring
things back to normal as bird
species are also hit due to
change in their habitat,” said
Principal Chief Conservator

of Forests (Wildlife), Punjab,
Kuldip Kumar.

“The water level has
increased marginally, but
the threat to the aquatic life
is still there. We are continu-

ously monitoring the situa-
tion,” he added. }

“While cutting water supply
to the Beas, the BBMB did
not bother about the aquatic
life. A recent visit to the river-
side shows that gharials are
moving upstream to deal with
water scarcity and for food,” a
wildlife expert said.

The BBMB had claimed
that they “have to limit
water supply depending on
water level in their lake”.
“Though they released
some water, it is not
enough to reach the spot
where the maximum dam-
age is visible,” Kumar said.

However, to meet the situ-
ation, the Irrigation Depart-
ment got some water from
the Upper Bari Doab Canal,
but it is also not enough to
sustain the aquatic life.
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Cauvery: C

e g g ) TR SRS Y Vs J”o
Centre had movedanapplica--
. tionseekingmore timefromthe .
- A court to frame the scheme, cit-
“Ing the May 12 assembly elections in

| Karnataka. Tamil Nadu termed the

“elections have nothing to do with im- -
Though the court agreed with i:he 5

~state, it has given the Centre close to

3

| K-Venugopal, “The Centre must show -

| vits bona fides that it is framing the

sschemeasperthe Supreme Court’sor-
der for distribution of ‘water. We di-
- Tect the CGentre to file a draft scheme "
~beforethe courton or beforeMay3.” -

Nadu with popular actors, includ.
Ing Rajnikant and Kamal Haasan, join- i

Cauvery Management Board and de-
beingraised thatstagingtheIPL, .

4wks to frame scheme

- AIADMK blockaded

. foritsfinalisation;

‘Emotions are running high in Ta: - agementBoard that willsup

“in"‘Chennai will be “inappropriate”.
‘Proceedings in
Lok Sabha continuously in the second
~half of the budget session, raising the
political stakesforallparties. . -
.. The bench also asked Tamil Nady
and Karnataka governments “to

_Centre’s plea an eyewash and said . maintain peace at this Jjuncture” so -

_that the SC could examine

C the draff
sScheme framed by the Centre, take
-views of the two states and p t its
stamp of approvalon it. &
. The top court said, “You are ahso-
‘11‘1te1yrightipyqur"gr’iévanfcg.’?”Whﬂe
sking for a draft scheme from ‘the
“Centre by May 3, the bench told theri-
‘parianstatesnottoraisea constitu-

ional issue ‘during the ‘heari

- The draft scheme will require the
entre to constitute -a Cauvery Man-

eration of reservoirs and regulatm?(
of water release with ‘assistance of -
the Cauvery Water ‘Regulation Com-

mittee, which will be constituted by
the board. . =

- SCraps Centrefor
Cauvery action delay

_ Dhananjay.Mahapatra
' @timesgroup.com

Delhi: Amideated po- |

"Ntelf:vs grercauverywatersl}q-

| ring,the SupremeCourtcriti-

s cised the Centre on Monday

i~for delaying implementation

. of its February 16 verdict. It

. asked the government to

- showitsbonafides by submit-

. ting a draft scheme by May 3

‘t‘ernsmeftfhe ’Iilandated dis-

[ tribution of water.

| 1:?ﬂ-)’;‘l/ktlle apex court’s qrgier
" came on a contempt petition
i filed by Tamil Nadu accu-
| sing cabinet 'secretary P
| Sinha and water resources
' secretary UP Singh of deli-
| berately disobeying the cos
" art’s divection to frame a
' scheme for implementation

- insixweeksof theorder that

f
i

onMarch 30: :
end’%ﬁe state’s . grievance
againstthe Centre was geng—
" ine, the court observed, ad-
_ding, “We do not Want ;}he
_controversyto continue.”.

» Govt gets 4 weeks, P14
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Cauvery: SC slams Centre’s inaction

Prove your bona fides, submit draft of water-sharing proposal by May 3, orders the top court

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-
day rapped the Centre for
not framing a water-sharing

scheme for the Cauvery and

ordered it to prove its “bona
fides” by submitting a draft
scheme by May 3.

The three-judge Bench led
by Chief Justice of India Di-
pak Misra expressed its dis-
appointment over the
Centre’s lack of resolve to
play its part in ending the
water conflict between
neighbours, Tamil Nadu and
Karnataka.

A February 16 judgment of
the Supreme Court had di-
rected the Centre to frame
the scheme by March 29. Yet,
on the eve of the deadline,
the Centre moved the court
seeking  another three
months to finish the task.
This would have taken it well
past the Karnataka Assembly
election scheduled on May
12,

‘You didn’t show resolve’
“You are bound by our de-
cree... you are obliged to
frame the scheme. We are
surprised that it was not
done... We have delivered
the judgment after much stu-
dy and difficulty... yet you
did not show the resolve to
frame the scheme,” Chief

Tamil Nadu Law Minister
C.Ve. Shanmugam talks to
the media after the hearing
in Delhi on Monday. =p1i

Justice Misra said, address-
ing Attorney-General K.XK.
Venugopal, for the Centre.

Tamil Nadu counsel and
senior advocate Shekhar Na-
phade said that, in India, liti-
gation starts after the court
decree.

‘It will be binding’
“Absolutely right. Now you
[the Centre] must show your
bona fides by framing a
scheme... you should show
respect to the principle of
distribution of water... Let
the draft scheme be filed be-
fore the court... you (the
States) can give your sugges-
tions... -When the scheme
comes into effect, it will be-
come binding,” Chief Justice
Misra said.

The court was primarily

hearing a contempt petition
filed by Tamil Nadu against
the Centre. The Bench, also
comprising Justices A.M.
Khanwilkar and D.Y. Chan-
drachud, asked the people of
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to
maintain peace “so that the
court can put its final stamp
on the scheme.”

“Please tell your people,
when the matter is before us,
they must co-operate,” Chief
Justice Misra said.

‘Ruling clear’

Mr. Naphade, along with ad-
vocate G. Umapathy, replied
that the people were only
conveying their anguish.

“Your Lordships’ judg-
ment of February 16 is crys-
tal clear. Anyone whio under-
stands elementary English
will understand it. Yet the
Centre says it is not clear,”
Mr. Naphade said.

Chief Justice Misra allayed
Tamil Nadu’s fears that a
draft scheme would provoke
another round of litigation
while its farmers are suffer-
ing. “We will ensure it
(scheme) is implemented,”"
Chief Justice Misra told Mr.
Naphade.

Mr. Naphade sought clari-
ty about the setting up of the
Cauvery Management Board.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE10

n

Reflection of anguish: Farmers form a human chain near
Tiruchiin Tamil Nadu on Monday to condemn the Centre's

failure to form the Cauvery Management Board.

Cauvery: SC slamss
Centre’s inaction

“The statute says ‘scheme.

Our judgment says
‘scheme’,” Chief Justice Mis-
ra replied.

“But a scheme ultimately
must provide for a Board or
an implementing authority,”
Mr. Naphade persisted.

“Obviously!” Chief Justice
Misra reacted.

When Mr. Venugopal said
the Centre needed clarifica-
tions about the structure of
the Board, etc, Chief Justice
Misra replied sharply: “Ev-
ery time, the Supreme
Court cannot monitor.”

Mr. Venugopal asked
whether the Board should
have engineers alone and

=M. SRINAlH

v
&

not administrative
members.

“We don’t know... You
implement it. Please re-
member, our order has to
be complied with... You bet-
ter implement our decree,”
Chief Justice Misra said.

He said the parties, espe-
cially the Centre, need not
be bothered about the Cauv-
ery Tribunal award of 2007.
“The tribunal order has
merged with the decree,”
Chief Justice Misra said.

Tamil Nadu has accused
the Centre of not “protect-
ing the interests of the farm-
ers and the larger interests
of the State.”
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