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UNEQUAL SUPPLY

A few high-profile areas
get ample water while for
others, it’s a daily struggle
to get enough for basics

Mallica Joshi
= mallica.joshi@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Last summer, the borewell in
Tarun Khanna’s Hauz Rani home stood
at 200 feet. This year; as soon as summers
started, he had to dig deeper to around
250 feet to extract water.

In the absence of Delhi Jal Board’s
piped water supply, Khanna completely
relies on groundwater to meet his and
his family’s daily needs.

Khanna is not alone. His predicament
is shared by hundreds of thousands
who are out of the Delhi Jal Board’
water network. And as the population
keeps on increasing every day, there is
no corresponding increase in DJB’s
water reach.

“If we were supplied water regularly,
why would we need a borewell?” Khanna
asks. His question becomes more per-
tinent considering there are areas in
the city that get more than their fair
share each day.

According to some studies, the Delhi
Cantonment and New Delhi Municipal
Council areas get the maximum amount
of water per day, with availability
reaching over 500 litres per day per per-
son in Delhi Cantt areas. NDMC areas,
on the other hand, get about 220 litres
of water per person per day.

Narela, on the contrary, gets 31 litres

and Mehrauli 29 litres.

NEXT

Delhi has no reduction
targets and outdated
consumption models

Unequal distribution
of water, according to
experts, is among the
biggest problems relat-
ed to water supply in the

city. It leads to a double
whammy of groundwater depletion and
water wastage.

“If you are not getting regular and
adequate piped water supply, you will
use illegal borewells. Conversely, you
are more likely to waste water if you
are getting an unlimited supply. This
disparity is the first thing that needs to
be addressed when it comes to Delhi’s
water supply issues,” said water activist
Manoj Misra.

A report by the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) of India filed
in 2013 drew attention to the issue of
unequal water supply in the city.

The body received replies from 111
resident welfare associations (RWA)
on the quality of service provided by
the DJB, duration of the availabil-
ity, sufficiency and quality of water
supplied and the complaint redressal
mechanism.

Eighty-seven RWAs had claimed they
did not receive sufficient water in sum-
mer. Around 78 RWAs had said they
were not satisfied with the complaint
redressal mechanism of the utility.
As many as 64 RWAs claimed to have
received water for less than two hours
per day in summers.

The DJB, this year; has said that water
supply will be rationalised under the
Aam Aadmi Party regime.

“If water supply in one area will be
affected because of shortage, it will be
the same in the entire city. There will be
no bias for or against anyone,” said DJB
vice chairperson Kapil Mishra, echoing
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

Residents of areas like Tughlakabad
and Deoli, however, still wait for tankers
to deliver water, sometimes waiting for
up to eight days.

= Unequal distribution of water is a big problem with some areas having the luxury of wasting potable water on activities like gardening and washing cars with others getting barely enough to meet the daily needs.

WHO’S GETTING
WHAT

There is a huge gap in water
supply among different
areas of the Capital

In litres per capita per day (LPCD)
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Unequal distribution of water, according to experts, is among
the biggest problems related to water supply in the city.

ARE YOU GETTING ENOUGH WATER?

Rating of water availability as per Delhi government
perceptions survey, 2013 (in %)
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WATER IN THE OTHER BIG METROS

Per capita availability of water in other metropolitan

cities of India (in litres)
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Life in Asia’s biggest sub-city Dwarka
revolves around private water tankers

Mohit Sharma

= mohit.sharma2@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prem Singh, 32, drives a
water tanker in Dwarka, quenching
the thirst of thousands who live in and
around the biggest sub-city in Asia.

On an average day, Singh takes eight
tankers to various areas that do not
have direct water supply. The demand
is relatively higher these days because
of which he makes 12-15 rounds daily.

Dwarka and its areas in its vicin-
ity have faced paucity of water ever
since they were established. While
development and civic agencies have
managed to improve the water supply
system, residents say that the con-
dition, for a large part, remains the
same as before.

“Things are relatively better in Sector
1t010. They receive water through pipe-
lines but we depend on government and
private tankers,” said Pawan Kapoor, a
resident of sector 13A in Dwarka.

Kapoor says the situation in his soci-

= Dwarka has faced water shortage ever since it was established. BURMAULA/HT PHOTOS

ety is such that they have to depend
entirely on private tankers to meet their
water requirement, especially during
summers. “We only get a few tankers
from the government, because of which
we have to depend mostly on private
players and pay accordingly,” Kapoor.

Other areas of Dwarka such as sector
12,13, 15,16, 17, and adjoining areas such
as Raj Nagar, Madhu Vihar, Palam and
Dabri face water shortage on most days.

“To meet the water requirement,
people have dug borewells, which has
taken a toll on the groundwater level.

‘People wash cars without
thinking about wastage’

Soumya Pillai
= soumya.pillai@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Mohan Das wakes up at 6 am
to fill water for his family. If the 48-year-
old misses the time slot, his family has
to wait till the next day.

“For the past few months we have not
been getting water. We get just enough to
take care of household needs-for clean-
ing, washing and drinking. Most days
we have to call for tankers,” says Das, a
resident of Gole Market in central Delhi.

Despite being under the jurisdiction of
the New Delhi Municipal Council (NDMC)
—the better among the civic agencies in
the Capital —theresidents of Gole Market
are facing a major water crisis.

Tomeet their water demands this sum-
mer, the NDMC set up a dedicated team to
look after the water requirements of all
the colonies under its area. The colony
houses nearly 500 government flats.

“Gole Market and Moti Bagh are areas
that face 20-30% water shortage this sea-
son. However, our call centres are trying

= People using potable water to wash
cars is common. ARVIND YADAV / HT PHOTOS

to attend to all the complaints,” says a
senior NDMC official.

Sudhir Bhalla, a resident, blames
the callous and wasteful attitudes of
residents for the shortage. “Government
accommodations are generally better
when it comes to water supply but the res-
idents here wash their cars for hours with
hose pipes and keep sprinkling water in
their lawns without thinking about the
amount of water being wasted,” he says.

— divided by water

Globally, water supply
is charged to limit
consumption; Delhi
must follow suit

Ritam Halder

= ritam halder@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi has to monitor its con-
sumption and supply patterns closely if
it hopes to save any of it for the future
generations.

The capital needs 251 litres per person
daily, with supply varying on the area.
Compared to this, Mumbai consumes
175 litres per capita per day, Chennai 114,
Kolkata 200 while Bengaluru consumes
100-125 litres per person daily.

But what about the rest of the world?

A look at global figures tells us that
Hamburg, which uses 110 litres per capi-
ta per day (LPCD), stands out. Singapore
uses 152 LPCD, while people in Hong
Kong get 220 LPCD.

In Qatar, however, the carrot of free
water has ensured consumption is at a
shocking 1,200 LPCD, which is 11 times
as much as in Hamburg. In addition,
35 per cent of the water is lost from
the national water system due to poor
operation and maintenance.

Cities in Europe like Copenhagen,
Berlin, Amsterdam and Hamburg have
reduced their daily per capita consump-
tion to between 105 and 135 litres per
person with water pricing. To reach
that goal, Denmark, Germany and The
Netherlands have the highest water
tariffs in Europe.

Brazil’s Sao Paulo too is trying to cut
down on usage and has initiated drastic
measures - from offering discounts to
reduce consumption to imposing steep
fines on high usage. Sao Paulo faced its
water woes after supplying free water
for around 10,000 litre per household.

Delhi is doing exactly its double with
20,000 litres of free water per household.

Another example of complete failure
of acity’s water infrastructure and then
revival is that of Phnom Penh, whose
water supply authority went bust in 1993.
Households then considered themselves
lucky if they received water supply for
barely an hour every day.

After 10 years, the water authority
in Phnom Penh underwent a revamp,
with all corrupt officials being booted
out and the management being made
more efficient. The water was priced,
with subsidy allowed only for the poor.
The city has been providing clean water
to people at prices they can afford. The
profits of this public-sector initiative
have increased ever since.

Many of its performance indicators
are, in fact, now better than those of
London or Paris.

So if this Cambodian city can do it,
why can’t Delhi have a better water
management model with reduced per
capita consumption?
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STAHESMAN KIWD SERWHE
Ddehradun, & .June

Perhaps taking a lesson
from the recent devasta-
tion due to earthguakes
in Nepal, big changes are
now being introduced to
ensure beftor sepurity of
our dams. Recorders are
heing installed at the
dams which wonld
record the activities in
the earth that could be
very helpful in making
the dams more safe.

The work of upgrad-
ing the dams with highly
modern equipments to
protect them from earth-
gitakes will start in the
country from the Himal
ayan states. The Wadia
Institute of Himalavan
Geology in Dehradun has
been given the responsi
bility of carrying out
this fask.

Dams of all
Himalayan States from

KAS) %E’xf’ R UTTA Qﬁﬁfmi WND.

AP AND NORTH-EAST TO GET

Securmg dams
EATING EAR]

# Recorders are being installed at the
dams which would record the activities
in the earth

# The work of upgrading the dams will
start in the country from the Himalayan
states

# The Wadia institute of Himalayan
Geology in Dehradun has been given the
responsibility of carrying out this task

# Broad band seismograph and other
highly modernised equipments would

be put up at these dams

Kashmir to Uttarakhang,
Himachal Pradesh and
the seven sisters {north-
eastern states) would be
apart of this initiative.

'This decision has been
taken up perhaps in
wake of the recent earth-
guakes in Nepal which
has caused massive

destruction and loss {o
tife and property The
Himalayan Siates in
Indiz are highily seismi-
cally sensitive and have
many dams which could
invite large scale
destruction in caseof an
earthguake of intensity
higher than § on the

Richier seale. Hence big
changes are being made
to save these dams from
earthguakes.

The recorders would
be instalied at the dams
which would record the
activities in the earth.
On the basis of these
recordings the security

of the dams would be
ensured. Broad band
seismograph and other
highly modernised
gguipments would be put
up at these dams.

The work in this
regard has already been
started up the scientists
of the Wadia Institute,
informed Susheel Kumar,
head of the Geophysies
branch of the institute.
First the dams of the
Kashmir valley have
heen faken up. Jammu &
Kashmir had faced a
targe scale devastation
ast year because of the
floods and the work of
reconstiuction in the
dams has already been
going on. So the scien-
tists have started their
work side by side. Un
completing the work
from Kashmir, Uttarak-
hand and other Himala.
yan states would also
been taken up one by one.
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1O REHABILITATE FLOOD-HIT VICTIMS

PRESS TRUST DF INDIA

Sringearn 9 June

Former Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah today
described as “theatrics”
the war of words
between PDP minister
Altaf Bukhariand
deputy Chief Minister
Nirmat Singh and
alleged that the state gov-
ernment has fatled to
rehabilitate thousands of
fleod-hit people.

“As a fixed-matcl, a
Cabinet minister in the
PDP-BJP government
has opposed the Deputy
Chief Minister's state.
ment and expressed
shock. These theatrics
cannot absolve the PDP-
BJP government of its
unforgivable fatlure of
ensuring the rehabilita-
tion of thousands of
flood victims,” the NC
working said.

Oimar was addressing
a party workers meeting
at Gagerpora, Narbal in
his Beerwah Assembiy
constituency in central
KashmirOmar said that

‘Bejﬁnd help

both PDP and BJP
inciuding its legislators
and Cabinet ministers,
were part of a Govern-
ment that has “aban-
doned” the flood vietims
and gone to the extent of
“rubbing salt” into their
wounds by dispensing 47
rupees chegues,

“The PDP-BJP gov-
ernment had completely
failed in its responsibili-
{y towards compensating
and rehabilitating flood
vietims even as nine
months have passed
since the September del-
uge. There isnosignof a
reltef and rehabilitation
package for the flood vie-
tims from the Centre,” he
said.

‘the NC working presi-
dent said there was
"complete anarchy and
chaos” within the gov-
ernment while the peo-
ple were left to fond for
themselves.

“the Government is
busy in U4urns. The
administration i3 run-
aing around in circles as
there isalack of clear
vision and direction
from the Chief Minister
and his Cabinet col
leagues. The tourisn sea-
son has suffered beeause
of the government’s
ineptness and negligence
aud that has inturn
adversely hit the state's
eeenomy.

“All previcus success-

ful initiatives taken by
the previous Govern-
ment for job creation
have been shelved. The
New Administrative
Units are not being sup-
ported finaneially so that
they function and help in
the resolution of public
grievances,” Omar said.
He lashed out at the
Government for perpeiu-
ating an “acute ration
erisis” in the state.
“There is an acuie and
widespread ration ¢risis
in the state. The PHP.
BJP government has
washed its hands off its
basic responsibilities,
There is a growing gover-
nance deficit in the siate
as the Chief Minister
seems o be more infer-
ested in Bolywoed lun-
cheons, whirlwing tours
and contradictions.
“Almost threeand a
half months have passed
and the freasuries are
running dry while the
Finance Minister has
suddenly disappeared
leaving the pecple with-
out any concreie
answers,” he said,




"

News Hemdlelieriarticieleditorial published on F_x%ﬂ?t’",/c.(f'é‘- /5 in the

Mindustan Timses

Sictesman

Indlan Expross

The Times of Indiz (N.D)
Tribune

Hindugtan {Hin

gi)

Nav Bheratl Times {Hingi)
Punjeb Keshari {Hindi)
The Mindu

Rajesthan Patrike (Mindi)
Deccan Chronicls
Decoan Herald

Covering L. YIS

Flood alert after
heavy rain in Assam,
over 80,000 affected

SAMUDRAGUPTA

KASHYAP &

Nearly 38,000 hectares
of standing crop,

GUWAHATS JUNEG \ &
) «—% mostly paddy, have

THOUSANDS OF people across
Assam have been affected after
jncessant rains over the last
week caused several rivers, in-
cluding the Brahmaputra, to
overfiow, The overflowing rivers
have breached embankraents,
inundated villages and damaged
standing crop, affecting over
80068 people, accosdingtoare-
port by the state disaster ran-
agerent body.

Fighteen revenue circles in
16 districts have been badly af-
fected by the relentless rains,
stated the daily flood repost is-
sued sy the Assam State Disaster
Management Authority {AS-
DMA) on Tuesday, The districts
of Lakhimpur and Dhemaji in
eastern Assam, where nearly
45,000 people were affecred by
the overflowing rivers, wete the
worst it

Ie Tinsukia, another district
hit hard by the relentiess rains.
authorities have already set up
three relief camps. A sizeable
portion: of the Dibru-Saikhowa
National Park in the district has
been submerged by the rising
levels of the Brahmapulma.

beendamaged by the

overflowing rivers,
according to ASDMA

The floodwatess have also
entered the Kaziranga National
Park, forcing animais to move to
drier, safer places.

While the Brahmaputrais |

fiowing over the danger markin
Nirnatighat ins Jorhat district, sev-
eral viltages in the rives-island of
Majuti have beenalso irnsridated,
Solengi, Chatrang and Sessa - ail
tributaries of the Brabmaputra
- have inundated villages and
standing crops, affecting over
21,000 people int the Gohpur
sub-division of Sonitprr district.

Nearly 38,000 hectares of
standing crop, mostly paddy.
have been damaged by the over-
flowing rivers, according to the
ASDMA report.

Dhemaji  district  has
recorded the worst damage,
with 2,300 hectares of standing
crop being destroyed while the
districts of Senitpus, Goalpara,
Lakhimpur and Kamrup have
alsobeen affected.
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Maharashtra govt’s water conservation project
draws enthusiastic participation from region to
region, locals contribute funds and join works

SHUBHANGE KHAPRE
MUMBAL JUNES

A GOVERNMENT profect aimed at mitigat-
ing Maharashtra's water crisis has becomie
virtually turned into a mass movement with
residents of over 6,000 villages contributing
neariy Rs 200 crore 1o the effort

ltisa project that has won the grudging
appreciation of the oppesition Congress, led
to proprictary claims from the NCPand seen
the participation of a smalier opposition
party, Peasants and Warkers Pasty. The gov-
ernment, for its part, has been publicising
the project online,

lalyukta Shivar Yogna aims to make
253,000 viliages drought-free in phases with
the help of low-budget, water conservation
projects ranging from Rs 20,000 to Rs 20
crore. {f 40,600 viliages in Maharashtra,
25,600 have been hit by drought for three
consecutive years. Launched by Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis four months
ago, the project has so far seen §3,447
water conservation works completed in
6,202 villages in the divisions of Nashik,
Amaravati, Nagpur, Pune, Konkan and
Aurangabad.

Hs standout feature is the contributions
from the public. “The overwhelming re-
sponse ajong with their enthusiasm for the
work is an eye-opener for the government.
People in the villages have started taking up
the projecisin termns of physicad supportand
also raising funds,” Fadnavis said.

in Hogti of South Solapur, for instance,
villagers with district officials took up the
construction of a small cemnent canal and
raised Rs 39 {akh in a few days. The project
has helped irrigate 508 hectares. in Karania
of Washim, Mahesh Patil said, “ The severity

. \ofc%roughz ardd hailstorms has united the

people. it does not requice huge funds; it is
within the reacl of the people.” And in
Satara, fruit cultivator Prakash Kachre said,
“We will build our own assets, so what's the
hasn in lending suppors?”

Water conservation expert Rajendra
Singh is among those who have appreciated
the effort. “The government has begun the
good initiative of smali projects, but they
should ensure the ongoing waterconserva-
tton works remain people-driven and are not
dominated by contractors incoming years.”

Awater conservation official said the
projects are being customised to local needs.
“Each area has its own problems, se wecan-
not suggest the same work. The work can in-
volve desilting of soil, deepening and widen-
ing of rivers and tributaries, digging new
ponds, ot construction of smail cement nul-
{as,bunds and canals,” Af sorme places, aban-
doned structures are being revived,

From the opposition, Ganpatrao
Deshmukh of the Peasants and Workers
Party is ieading the work in Sangola taluka,
perennially affected by drought, “The peo-
ple are no onger leaving it to the adminis-
tration to tackle drought, This is heartening
and alse result-oriented,” he said.

Former Congress minister for water con-
servation Nitin Rautacknowledged this gov-
ernment has scored, | was the ondy onein
the Congress-NCP who always talked about
water conservation projects, but unfortu-
nately we never gave the department as
much significance as is being done by this
government. It was only towards the
end that we started realising itsimpostance.
Also,” he added. "water resources was
held by NCP inisters, so we had our limi-
tations."

NCP chief Sursl Tatkare said, "Darn con-
struction by outrgovernment was only done
after consulting expertsand as perthe stare’s
requirement. Alorg with that, conservation

itz
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Maharashtra CM Devendra Fadnavis and other officials at a project site in Ingalgi village, Solapus, Express \« y.

N
of water too was & must. It is not as if we did
nothing in the last 15 years.”
“We are not driven bya big-dars policy,” PRDGR Ess RE PﬂRT

Fadnavis said. "instead, we are promoting Project area Villages Projects done Funds raised
small budgets, small projects which will | Nashik division 94l 18,779 %2651 Takh
Sw‘;‘};‘”ﬁfﬁ‘%Z’;i:’;dgﬁiﬁtfiﬁﬁmf@a Amravati division 1356 7557 5,707 lakh
(Vidarbha) predicts that “60 villages where Nagpur division 1077 9,027 {70%1akh
the work is complete wili be free of a water Pune division 903 25380 33,1321akh
crisis after the monsoon™. And former MLA Konkan division 203 4476 738 talth
Pasha Patel said, “In Latur, villages arecom- | o b division 1682 36,728 19,688 lakh
peting with one another 10 get ahead in the — e - P -
work. | have never seen such enthusiasm LA i B4 L1825 kala
from the public.” -
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Central Water Commission
Technicat Documentation Directorate
Bhagirath(English}& Publicity Section

Fe ok kkk ok

725(A), North,Sewa Bhawan,
R.K. Puram, New Delhi — 66.

Dated (O - 6 /}ﬁ

Subject: Submission of News Clippings.

The News Clippings on Waler Resources Development and allied subjects
are enclosed for perusal of the Chairman, CWC, and Member (WP&P/D&R/RM),
Central Water Commission. The soft copies of clippings have aiso been uploaded on

the CWC website.

Encl: As stated above.

QV\W@-“’/

Assistant Director (publicity)

Editor, Bhagirath (English) & Publicity

Director (T.D )

For information of Chairman &Member (WP&P/DE&R/R .M.}, CWC and all concerned.

uploaded at www.cwe.nic.in
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