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Flood situation 1n

Assam worsens

| Prlme Mlmster assures all help to Sonowal -

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
GUWAHATI -

The flood situation in

Assam deteriorated on
Sunday ‘with -one per-
son losing -his ' life,

districts. | ‘
Concerned-over the

- grim flood condition in

Assam, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on

Sunday spoke to Chief -

Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal and ‘toak
stock of the prevailing

situation in the State -

besides assuring him of
all Central help.
According to a re-
port by the Assam State’
Disaster -Management
Authority (ASDMA),
one person died in the
swirling flood waters in
Karimganj district.
With this, the total
number of persons los-
ing their lives in this
year’s  flood-related
cases has gone up to
26, including seven in

1‘: .
&

Guwahati. -~

The - ASDMA said
more than 4.87 lakh
people "are “currently
suffering in * Lakhim-
pur, Jorhat, Golaghat,
Cachar, Dhemaji,
Biswanath, Karimganj,
Sonitpur, Majuli, Bar-
peta, Nagaon, Nalbari,
Sivasagar, Morigaon
and Chirang districts.

3.83 lakh affected
Till Saturday, 3.83 lakh

people were affected in

the latest wave of flood
across the State.
Around 1,096 vil-
lages are under water
and nearly 41,200 hec-
tares of crop area have
been damaged, ASDMA
said, adding, the worst
affected is Lakhimpur,
where over 1.21 lakh
people have been af-
fected by the deluge,
followed by Karimganj
with more than 119
lakh sufferers.
Authorities are run-
ning 181 relief camps

/ﬁ
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and distribution
centres in 10 districts, :
where 17,744 persons :
are currently taking
shelter.

Across the Sstate,
1,88,148 animals and
poultry have been af-
fected by the flood
waters.

Due to the impact of
flood waters, many
roads, embankments
and bridges have been
damaged in several dis-
tricts, including Majuli,
Dhemaji, Morigaon,
Biswanath, Sivasagar,
Golaghat, Jorhat,
Karimganj, Sonitpur

.and Nagaon.

. Above danger mark

The Brahmaputra is
flowing above danger
mark at Nimatighat in

_Jorhat, Tezpur in Sonit-

pur, along  with
Dibrugarh, Goalpara
and Dhubri towns.
Other rivers in the
State are also flowing

above danger mark.
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Protest over SYL to remain peaceful, says Abhay

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, JULY 8
Abhay Singh Chautala,
Leader of the Opposition
in the Haryana Assembly,
today reiterated the deci-
sion of the Indian National
Lok Dal (INLD) to block
the entry of vehicles com-
ing to the state from Pun-
jab on July 10. He said it
was up to the Central gov-
ernment to get the
Supreme Court’s order on
the Sutlej Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal implemented.
However, he added that the
protest would be peaceful.
“We have been organis-
ing protests from the
beginning of the year to
press for the implementa-
tion of the Supreme
Court’s order on the SYL
canal. The BJP govern-
ment in the state, however,
has been trying to obstruct

INLD leader Abhay Singh Chautala addresses a press conference
in Chandigarh on Saturday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: MANOJ MAHAJAN

our protests. The deploy-
ment of paramilitary
forces for our July 10
protest shows that the gov-
ernment does not support
the SYL cause,” Abhay

said while addressing
mediapersons here today.
He added traffic coming
from Punjab would be
stopped at five places
throughout the state.

“Party president Ashok
Arora and I will be at the
Chandigarh-Lalru border
while INLD MP Dushyant
Chautala and others will
at the Ambala-Shambhu
border. INLD Jind unit
president Krishan Rathi
and all four MLAs from
Jind will be at the Nar-
wana-Dhanauri border
while former MLA Nishan
Singh and others will be
on the Ratia-Budlahada
road (Jakhal point) in
Fathehabad,” he said
INLD MP Charanjit
Singh Rori, Digvijay Chau-
tala and all MLAs from Sir-
sa would be at Dabwali bor-
der with Punjab, he added.
Abhay said he would vis-
it the five places by heli-
copter. “Except ambu-
lances and fire engines, we
will stop all types of vehi-
cles from entering
Haryana from the Punjab

side. During our protest
from 9 am to 3 pm, the
drivers of vehicles coming
from Punjab will be
stopped and given flowers.
They will be asked to con-
vey to the Punjab govern-
ment to give Haryana its
share of waters and sent
back,” he added. The
protest would be peaceful
and there was no need to
deploy paramilitary forces.

Abhay rued that 60 per
cent of Haryana was in the
dark zone and 37,000 tube-
well connections were pend-
ing. “Let the Prime Minister
assure us that the SW.« mal

will be made . Y e
Haryana Chief Mus v
that we will get our f
water. Only then will . Ll

off our protest. All pol.. 2al
parties, which care for the
state’s interest, should
come forward and support
us on July 10, he said.
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"Access to Mullaperiyar is

not absolute: Kerala to SC o~

‘State has responsibility to protect dam, environment’

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL of free access is not an abso-
NEW DELHI lute or unqualified right
Denying Tamil Nadu’s allega-

tions that its officials were  Right of access
obstructed from accessing It said the 1886 deed for the
the Mullaperiyar dam, the " lease of the land on which
Kerala government said the the dam and its supporting
right of free access to the structures are situated,
dam is not an “absolute or  which is relied upon by
unqualified one.” Tamil Nadu, reserves all sov-
A counter-affidavit  filed ereign  rights of Kerala.
by Kerala said the “right of “Even otherwise, Kerala has
fre€ access to the Mullaperi- necessary overriding Consti-
yar Dam by the officials of tutional authority and re-
the State of Tamil Nadu by sponsibility to regulate the
reference to Clause 7 of the right of access by insisting
+ lease deed of 1886 is not on the production of iden-
available through the val- tity cards and the necessary
lakadavu-Mullaperiyar forest authorisation, both in the in-
= road. Secondly, such aright terest of the safety of the
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dam and the protection of
forest, environment and
wildlife,” contended the Ker-
ala government’s affidavit,
authored by the Secretary,
Water Resources
Department.

It said Central laws, par-
ticularly the Indian Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, im-
poses responsibilities on the
State of Kerala to protect and
preserve wildlife in sanctu-
aries from movements, en-
croachments or trespassing.

The land, leased in 1886,
is a part of the Periyar Wild-
life Sanctuary, as declared
under Section 18 of the 1972
Act.
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SC stays HC
verdict on
Ganga status

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court froze
the status of “legal persons”
accorded to rivers Ganga

and Yamuna by the Ut -

tarakhand High Court in
March 2017.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India J.S. Khehar and DY,

Chandrachud * stayed the .

High Court verdict which
held that the rights of the
two major rivers “shall be
equivalent .to the rights of
human beings and the in-
jury/harm caused to these
bodies shall be treated as
. harm/injury caused to the
human beings.”
The ‘High Court had in-
voked its jurisdiction as the

&

Ld

™

parens patriae of the rivers .
. while declaring the “glaciers

including Gangotri and
Yamunotri, rivers, streams,
rivulets, lakes, air,. mead-
" ows, dales, jungles, forests
wetlands, grasslands,
springs and waterfalls, legal
-entity/ legal person/juristic
-person/juridical person/
moral person/artificial per-
son having the status of a
legal person, with all corres-
ponding rights, duties and
liabilities of a living person,
in order to preserve and
.conserve them.”

Qﬂen

!

Mining, stone crushing

The stay came on a petition
filed by Haridwar resident
Mohammad Salim over min-
ing and stone crushing
along the banks of the

Ganga.
The High Court had
ordered the Director,

Namami Gange project, for
cleaning and rejuvenating
the river, the Chief Secret-
ary and the Advocate Gen-
eral of Uttarakhand to act as
“legal parents” of the holy
rivers and work as a human
face to protect, conserve
‘and preserve them and
their tributaries.

These officers, the High
Court had directed, would
be bound to “uphold the
status” of the two rivers and
also promote their “health
and well-being.”

%«. " It-had also directed the

government to form a
Ganga Management Board
as per -a.December 2016
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Murkata viliage in Morigaon district of Assam. Tl
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A girl and her brother travel by raft to cross the floodwaters at
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NEW DELHI, JULY9
At least 19 persons were
killed by lightning in Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh while the
flood situation in Assam
deteriorated today, with one
more person losing his life in
Karimgan] district, taking
the flood toll in the state to 26.
Nearly five lakh people have
been hit across 15 districts.
According to the Assam
State Disaster Management
Authority, 1,096 villages have
been inundated and 41,200
hectares of crop area dam-
aged. The Brahmaputra is
flowing above the danger

In Punjab & Haryana,
monsoon expected
torevivein2-3days

Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal today and assured
him of all central help.

The floodwater has sub-
merged the low-lying areas of
the Kaziranga national park.
Ferry services between
Guwahati and North Guwa-
hati have been suspended. In

\ssam flood situation grim, PM assures central help

all, 14 districts of Assam are
in the grip of floods. The state
government has opened 128
relief camps.

Nearly 24,000 people have
taken shelter in these
camps. Relief material, like
drinking water and rice, are
being distributed. Medical
teams have been deployed
in flood-hit areas.

“Abt 5 lakh people affected
by the raging Brahmaputrain
Assam but little relief from
State or Central govt as they
are mentally in Israel (sic),”
tweeted Congress spokesper-
son Abhishek Singhvi.—PTI
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NEW DELHI, AGENCIES: Uttar
Pradesh rivers roge dangerous-
ly on a day when rain lashed
many regions, while Assam’s
flood situation showed signs.of
easing.

* Floods in the north-eastern
state hit 3.83 lakh people, as
the death of a woman due to
electrocution on Saturday took
the number of flood-related ca-
sualties to 25,

" The deluge affected 4.26
lakh people til] Friday, State
Disaster Management Author-
ity said, adding that 900 vil-
lages are still under water.

The Brahmaputra s flowing

above the danger mark in Ni-
matighat in Jorhat, Goalpara
and Dhubri towns,

In Delhi, temperature stayed
| in the normal range , with the
’ national capital recording 36.6
f degrees Celsius as maximum
| and 28.2 degrees Celsiyg mini-
! mum. Humidity swung be-

tween 88 and 55%.

In Uttar Pradesh, rivers

breached banksin some places
with continuing rain. Waters

The Telegraph { Kolkata )
fezgoars ( gzat)

A Cattle Egret sits o

n the forehea& be a buffalo in the flood

B el

waters of Yamuna in Allahabad on Saturday. pri

of the Ghaghra river, which
crossed the danger levels, has
entered some villages in Gonda
district.

Day temperatures stayed
within normal limits in most
parts of Punjab and Haryana
while the weatherman has pre-
dicted rain or thundershowers
at a few places in both the
states over the next two days.

|
|
|

Chandigarh, the joint capital
of the twin states, recorded
36.8 degrees Celsius, while
Ambala and Hisar in Haryana
had temperatures of 36,7 and
36.8 degrees, respectively,

Amritsar in Punjab recorded
a high of 36.5 degrees Celsius
while Ludhiana and Patiala
recorded 36.1 degrees Celsius
and 37.1 degrees Celsius,
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| in UP flowing
above |
danger mark !
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- With several parts of Uttar
Pradesh receiving heavy
rains, major rivers have
started rising with Ghaghra
and Sharda flowing above
the danger mark at some
Places, officials said.
According to areport of
the Central Water Com-
mission (CWC), River Shar-
da is flowing above the
danger mark at Shardana-
gar, while River Ghagra is
flowing apove the danger
mark at Elgin Bridge and
Ayodhya.
+ Otherrivers which have
- beenrisinginclude Rapti,
Kwano and Burhi Rapti.

Heavyrains have lashed
some parts of the state
with Bhinga recording 75
mm, Ayodhya 55 mm, Bansi
41.4 mm, Palliakalan 23.8
mm, rainfall on Sunday,
the CWC report said.

The Met office here said
thatlight to moderate rain
or thundershowers have
occurred at many places in
the eastern region and at
a few places in the west-
ern districts of Uttar
Pradesh.

Principal Secretary, Irri-
gation, Suresh Chandra
has inspected the Elgin-
Charsandi dam and and
_ directed officials concerned
= . = to take precautions.

- Few days back the Met
departement had issued
high alert in 10 UP districts.
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