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Rivers in spate as rain pummels state

BENGALURU: Heavy rain
pummeled different parts of
the state on Sunday.

a

Showers lashed different
parts of Belagavi district. Be-
sides Belagavi city, mild rain
lashed Gokak, Athani, Haru-
geri and other areas. Heavy
rains were recorded in West-
ern Ghats section of Khanapur
taluk. Malaprabha, Pandari
and Mahadayi rivers have
swelled. Kanakumbiregionre-
ceived a reccrd 9.6 cm of rain.
Traffic on the Belagavi-Panaji
highway was affected.

Rains have receded in
southern Maharashtra and
the water discharged from the
Rajapur barrage has declined
to 45,000 cusecs. The two
low-lying bridges Kallol-Ya-
dur and Mallikwad-Dattwad
in Chikkodi taluk, which had
submerged, have opened for
traffic.

A total of 55,000 cusecs
of water flowed into River
Krishna following copious
rain in Maharashtra. A total
of 45,155 cusecs was released
from the Rajapura reservoir
inthe neighbouring state. The

River Tunga inspate near Thirthahalli in Shivamogga district following copious
rains.pHPHOTO

following heavy rain. oH PHOTO

vi-Banahatti taluk is almost
full. The backwaters of the
river are also recording an in-
crease. The water storage in
the Linganamakki reservoir
in Shivamogga district has a
~+~race nf 16 tmce feet more

compared to last year, follow-
ing bountiful rain in the catch-
ment area of Sharavathi river.
Showers were reported from
Sirsi taluk in Uttara Kannada
district.

The showers lashing Sagar

= 3 = ity EE PN
River Malaprabha flows with gusto in the midst of Shankarpet forests in Khanapur taluk of
Belagavi district, following heavy showers in the catchment areas. bH PHOTO

taluk, Shivamogga district
over the last couple of days
continued on Sunday. The Ba-
savanahole dam, which sup-
plies water to Sagar town, is
brimming. Hosanagar, Saga-
ra, Thirthahalli, Shivamogga

Basavanahole dam, which supplies water to Sagar town in Shivamogga district is in full flow

received good spell of rain
throughoutthe day. The major
rivers Tunga, Varada and Shar-
avathy are in full spate. Shika-
ripur, Sorab, Bhadravathi also
received moderate rain.

Following the release of
water from Tunga dam, water
level of River Tunga in Shiva-
moggahasincreased. Showers
continued to lash Sringeriand
NR Pura taluks of Chikkama-
galurudistrict. Mudigere taluk
too experienced good rainfall.

‘With showers continuing to
lash Kodagu district, the wa-
ter level in rivers Keerehole,
Cauvery and Lakshmanath-
eertha have increased dras-
tically.

Rain continued to lash Kus-
halnagar and surrounding ar-
eas. Several villages plunged
into darkness due to the snap-
ping of power lines. Chilly
weather forced people remain
indoors. In the last 24 hours,
Kodagu district received an
average of 73.7 mm rainfall.

The rains continued to bat-
ter Napoklu, Bhagamandala
and Talacauvery. There is a
flood-like situation in Triveni
Sangamaandwater continues |
to flow on Napoklu-Ayyangeri |

4

Road. Asmany as 1,675 cusecs
of water is let into the river
from Harangireservoir. Heavy
rain continuedtolash Saklesh-
pur taluk, Hassan district on
Sunday. Bisile, Moorukannu
gudda, Agani, Kadumane re-
gion received 100 to 110 mm
of rainfall.

It rained for half an hour in
Badamitown, Bagalkotdistrict
and surrounding areas. The

rain augurs well for crops like
green gram, jowar, sunflow- |
er, tur and groundnuts. Rain |
broughtjoytc farmersin Mud-

| Flood forces family

to shift body on ‘tube’

MANGALURU: As the flood
situationinand around
Katpady in Udupi district
continued on Sunday, a fami-
ly which had a bereavement,
had to carry the mortal
remains to burial ground on
tyre tubes as the house was
surrounded by water inall
directions.

Sheshi Poojarthi (96),a res-
ident of Kambalakatta Beed-
ubadi in Moodabettu died on
Saturday night.

The road connecting her
house was submerged and no
vehicle could reach the house
for shifting the body to burial

§ | ground.

The family members placed
the mortal remains on a tube
and madeitto float on flooded
waters for around a kilometre
to reach the burial ground at
Palligudde.

Udupi Deputy Commission-
er Priyanka Mary Francis said
thatarescueteamhad camped
atKatpady. “Neither the family
members nor the Kambalakat-

=~ Novehicles couldreach house
* asallroads were submerged

ta gram panchayat authorities
sought any help from the dis-
trictadministration,” she said.

Meanwhile, rain receded in
Dakshina Kannada and Udu-
pi districts on Sunday. The
movement of vehicles on NH-
66 near Padubirihasresumed.

The road was submerged
following heavy rain. The
passengers in a car travelling
to Dharmasthala from Ben-
galuru escaped unhurt when
two trees fell on the car at
Dharmasthala. A team from
Natural Disaster Response
Force arrived in Mangaluru
on Sunday.

Following the heavy rain
forecastmade by the meteoro-
logical department, Dakshina
Kannada Deputy Commis-
sioner Sasikanth Senthil de-
clared holiday for schools and
colleges across the district on
Monday.

However, the scheduled PU
supplementary exam on Mon-
day will be held.

DH News Service

hol taluk in the district. Driz- | &

zlingwasreported from Ballari

city starting from morning till | &

the evening. |
The intermittent rains con-
tinued tolashacross Dakshina |
Kannada and Udupi districts |
on Sunday. A 20-year-old |
youth was feared drowned
in Phalguni river at Moodu- |
shedde dam on the outskirts |
of Mangaluru. The youth has |
been identified as Sushanth

(20), a resident of Ambedkar | The famlly of Sheshi Poojarthi take her body using atyre tube
in flooded water, at Kambalakatta Beedubadi in Moodabettu

Nagara in Vamanjoor.
DH News Service

near Katpady in Udupi taluk on Sunday.
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WALK ON THE EDGE: Villagers cross a makeshift bamboo bridge over a flooded area in
Assam’s Morigaon on Sunday. Picture by UB Photos
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No end to monsoon woes as
‘Mumbai braces for more rain

Brihanmumbai Municipeﬂ Corporation flooded with complaints of waterlogging, rescue calls

. STAFF REPORTER

: MUMBAI

i Most of the Mumbai region
. woke up to heavy rainfall on
. Sunday morning, which con-
i tinued through the day, caus-
: ing waterlogging at several

¢ places and submerging rail

© tracks on some routes. There
: were delays in suburban
¢ trains, and over 70 bus
. routes had to be diverted.
: Of the 26 weather stations
: in Mumbai and its suburbs,
¢ 14 recorded more than 100
 mm rainfall since Saturday,
the India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) here said,
adding the city’s Chembur
area received the highest
184.2 mm rainfall followed
by Goregaon (162.2 mm).
Mumbai Traffic Police
closed a road over-bridge in
. Ghatkopar area for vehicular
¢ traffic as a precautionary
i measure after a crack was
: spotted in one of its pillars.
. Since long-distance and local
. trains pass under the Ghat-
. kopar bridge, the decision to
i close it was taken to avoid an
i incident like the bridge col-
i lapse in Andheri last week,
. an official of the Central Rail-
¢ way said. ;

: Nobreaks -

i The suburbs reported inces-
i sant rainfall through the
. night and morning, but post-
* noon, the island city re-
. ceived more rain. In the 24
¢ hours ending 8.30 am on
i Sunday, the IMD’s Santacruz
- observatory recorded
i 131.1mm rainfall and the Co-
i laba observatory recorded
: 33mm. As of 8.30 p.m, Cola-
: ba recorded 140.4 mm and
: Santacruz 66 mm. IMD has
: forecast similar weather con-
i ditions until Wednesday.

: The Brihanmumbai Muni-
i cipal Corporation received

e

(Topm); Aw

oman walks on the footpath in a water-logged street in Siddharth Colony, Chembur;

and people push a bus at Hindmata in Dadar, on Sunday. =PRASHANT WAYDANDE

complaints of waterlogging
at several places, including
Parel, Sion, Kurla, Khar, and
Bandra. 18 pump sets were
operated in six major pump-
ing stations, apart from 111

dewatering pumps used lo- -

cally.

The BMC’s Disaster man-
agement cell received 20
complaints of trees or
branches collapsing until
Sunday morning. A portion

“of a three-storey building’s

balcony collapsed in Kurla,
but no injury was reported.

The city reported a total of 12
other incidents of slabs col-
lapsing due to the rain.

The low-lying areas of Pa-
rel, Dharavi, Matunga and
King’s Circle in Mumbai and
towns in the neighbouring
Thane district, including Di-

va, Dombivali, Kalyan and
Ambernath, were flooded
due to the rain.

Unusually, parts of south
Mumbai, including Hutatma
Smarak, Churchgate, Cuffe
Parade, experienced water-
logging, with the BMC blam-
ing ongoing Mumbai Metro
excavation. The civic body
had pointed out irregulari-
ties to Metro III contractor
on June 29, but until Sunday,
there was no compliance
leading to waterlogging.

Over 100 picnickers were
stranded at the Chinchoti
waterfall, near the Tunga-
reshwar hill range at Vasai,
Palghar district. The local
police, fire brigade, disaster
management cell and Na-
tional Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) personnel
swung into action and res-
cued 97 people. The dense
forest and hilly terrain made
some areas inaccessible, so
the IAF was also called in as
well; the crew of an IAF heli-
copter spotted five stranded
people, an official of the
state disaster management
cell said. All five were res-
cued and flown to the Mum-
bai airport.

The IMD has forecast simi-
lar weather conditions until
Wednesday. “The cloud
mass is the most towards
northern side of Mumbai.
Northwest winds over coast
are giving rainfall over Mum-
bai,” a senior IMD official
said. Monday’s forecast is
“Heavy rainfall at isolated
places in Greater Mumbai,
Thane and Palghar.”

With 1240.8mm rainfall,
Mumbai has already re-
ceived 49.34% of the sea-
son’s average. The figure
stood at 28.6% this time last
year. :
(With PTI inputs)

/
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Central Water Commission
Technical Documentation Directorate
-Bhagirath(English)& Pubhc;ty Seo’tron
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: MONSOON MISERY

\43-year-o|d wnman riding pil-
jonona motorcycle was crushed
inder a bus aﬁerthe vike hita

ent,
vhich occrred atShwaji Chowk, ‘
vas caught on closed-circuit tele-
fision cameras. The police said
he bus driver, whofled the spot,

1adbeen|dentrﬁed t( \()
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procurementbythe governmentxsmosﬂ
limited to wheat and paddy, and then fo
only a third of the total produce. Further;
as per NSSO data (2012-13), only 13.5% of
paddy farmers and 16.2% of wheat
farmers actually sold their produce toa
procurement body; the rest were forced to a

sell it to private traders at hefty discounts.

Many are unable to sell at MSP due to -

factors like lack of ‘access to storay
facilities and procurement centres an
oﬁenarereducedtomakmgdlsn'esssales
In pulses too, the bulk of the benefit from

D
side. For instance, the last one year h
seen the cost of labour increase from
Rs1,200to Rs1,500 peracre. Further, GST

ratesare as high as18% onmachinery and

farm implements, and12% on fertilisers.

Moreover there has been a steep increase

M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

; ing

- UPAs ntmetenure(ZOO&.‘lOM)was almost

 double what the NDA government has
I agedto aeluevemfounyears.Thls’

o
pro curement inﬁ'astruct
theproduce, this “historic” promise wﬂl
continue to languish on paper. Further,

the government must also .increase

investment in agriculture infrastructure,
ensure easy and affordable access to
credit for farmers, and simultaneously

focusonR&Dmagrlcultur tom duce
f ‘

~ Until then, the promise of MSPs wﬂl_

remain yet another jumla of the NDA

government, infamousfor pulling thesame-
: f:rlck on unsuspectmg countrym

thxrstymanaglnnpseof amirage, onlyfor )

himtodiscover that whatwas promised to

‘himnever existed in the first place.
Thewrtter isan MPand senior Congress -

AL e



News item/letter/article/editorial published on j(’) ‘ O :77 QO/Q in the

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi) M.P.Chronicle
Punjab Keshari (Hindi) A aj (Hindi)
2 The Hindu Indian Nation
Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi) Nai Duniya (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle The Times of India (A)
Deccan Herald Blitz

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (
Indian Express
Tribune
Hindustan{Hindi)

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Halfof%6,000-cr subsidy goes to big farmers

FREE POWER Draft agricultural policy recommends excluding landlords having 10 acres or more <-\9

ViSHAV BHARTI
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, JULY 9
If the government accepts
the recommendation of the
Punjab State Farmers Com-
mission on withdrawing
free electricity to medium
and large farmers, it can
save nearly Rs 3,300 crore of
Rs 6,000 crore it doles out
on power subsidy per year.

The commission, in its
draft agricultural policy,
has proposed that free elec-
tricity to big farmers should
be withdrawn. To begin
with, a flat rate of Rs
100/hp/per  month  be
charged from farmers own-
ing 4 hectares (9.88 acres) or
more land.

According to data of oper-
ational landholdings (land
which is used wholly or
-partly for agricultural pro-
-duction and is operated as
;one technical unit by one
:person alone or with others
‘without regard to title, legal
“form, size or location) of
:Centre’s Agricultural Cen-

sus 2010-11, there are more
than 14 lakh tubewells in
the state. Of these, 13 lakh
are operated by electricity.

“Nearly. 56.22 per cent
connections are with those
who own 10 acres or more
land. And the remaining
43.78 per cent connections.
are with farmers who own
less than 10 acres,” said
Prof Ranjit Singh Ghuman,
former head, Department of
Economics, Punjabi Uni-
versity, Patiala, who has
done analysis of the free
power scenario. Ghuman
has been opposing the idea
of free power to rich farm-
ers for the past more than
one decade.

In the last financial year
(2017-18), the state govern-
ment doled out around Rs
6,000 crore in power subsidy
to the farm sector. And 56.22
per cent of this went to the
farmers who owned land

.more than 10 acres. The

subsidy given to medium
and large farmers comes to
Rs 3,373 crore. The state

doesn’t have consolidated
data of land ownership.

Experts say if this amount
is utilised to strengthen the
health and education sec-
tors, the state could see a
turnaround so far as servic-
es in these two sectors are
concerned. !

“If the government starts
pumping Rs' 3,300 crore
annually in strengthening
health and education infra-
structure in rural areas,
each of the 12,000 villages
in the state can get Rs 1
crore by the end of this'gov=
ernment’s tenure in 2022,”
says Prof Ghuman.

Significantly, the free
power facility to the farm
sector was started by the
then Congress government

in 1997. Initially, farmers

owning land up to 7 acres
were entitled to it. But a
month later, the facility
was extended to all tube-
well connections. * Since
then, the successive gov-
ernments have continued
the scheme.

DEPENDENCE ON TUBEWELLS

®The area of the state having depth of
water table more than 20 meters was
only 0.4 per cent in 1973, which
increased to more than 50% in 2010.

m 73 per cent of the total irrigated area
in the state is covered by tubewells.

% Total agricultural land in state is 1.02
crore acres (41,37000 hectares)

STATISTICALLY SPEAKING

CLASS OF FARMER LANDHOLDINGS* | TUBEWELLS
Marginal (Up to 2.5 acres) | 1.64 lakh 95,000
Small (2.5 tq 5 acres) 1.95 lakh 1.71 lakh
Semi-medium (5-10 acres) | 3.25 lakh 3.64 lakh

Medium (10-25 acres) 2.99 lakh

5.56 lakh

Large (above 25 acres)" 70,000

| 2.53 lakh

*hectares
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mmed;ate proﬁt or production’ motive.
The emerging exploitative farming com-
munity in India should become awaré of

this. Intensive cultivation of land wﬂhout' %

N the Ind.lan system farmers are the -

only 'businessmen' who cannot set
their own price for their products —
foodgrains. Even'a ‘rehrhi-wala' sets
his own price daily for whatever he sells;
but farmers cannot do so. They have

into acceptmg whatéver price the govern-
ment decides to give them. For the sake of
food security, the Central govemment

; mentally,barely {okeep pacewith inflation.
! Forexample, the MSP offered forwheat in
007-08 was Rs 850 pet quintal; which went
fup by Rs 150 the following year and by
t another Rs 80 in 200910
! 2016-17 and 2017-18 were Rs 1525 and Rs
71625, respectively.’ For ‘paddy (common),
. the'government offered an MSP of Rs 1470
per quintal in 2016-17 and Rs 1550 in 2017-
18 —a mere raise of Rs 80. The compara-
 tive. figures. for grade A paddy were Rs
+ 1,510 (for 2016-17) and Rs 1,590 (for 2017-18).
: The ruling party at the Centre does play
+ politics once in a while. For example; the
paddy (common) MSP has been increased
by Rs 200 for 2018-19 (Rs 1,750) and that for
‘ grade A by Rs 180 Bs 1,770), in view of the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections in 2019.
Politics aside, the MSPis grossly unfair to
the farmers of Punjab, Haryana, and west-
{ern UP— thatare dubbed as the Food Bowl
“States' or the 'Granary of India'. This is so
because input costs of only chosen farmers

been lulléd by the Central government .

The figures for -

- Rajewal, have, from time to time,
‘this system of computing the MSE pointing «

farmers in the food bowl states are muchr

- higher than those of farmers from the rest
of the country. Farmer union leaders; such'**

as Ajmer Singh Lakhowal and Balbir S’mgh

and costly; and cause farmers to suffer sig-
nificantyield Iosses. NDMSP [¢
sate for these Tosse:

out that the Commission for Agricultural

Costs and Prices (CACP) had not taken into* -

consideration increased input' costs for
diesel, labour and fertilisers.of this region.

Double whammy with spurious pesticides
Now, in the era of GST, there is an 18 per
cent surcharge on agro-chemicals, be they
real or spurious! According to the estimate

by the Tata Strategic Management Group;

annually Rs 2,500 crore worth of spurious-
chemicals are sold in India. Farmers are

of HALH A
For food: security purposes, the govern-
ment purchases only wheat and paddy,

- which ls*responsfble for ‘establishing the

nce—wheat cropping pattern and conse-

" quent depletion of groundwater resources.
*inthe food bowl states. This has happened, *

in addition to water depletion, at the .
expense of crop diversification and soil
health. While addressing the Indian Sci-

ence Congress at Varanasi in 1968, Prof MS  _1i
warned about such a sys- iy

tem, saymg "Exploi iculture offers

ical crisis of great proportions,

ates are that it fakes about 5,000-

waterto other states mthe form of riceand”

sy nn.Pumabfanne!shavebe«-mconmhut-»
per cent to 50 per cent of

wheat and 25 per cent to 30 per cent 6f rice

eeded for ‘Lhepubhc distribution-syster—

“has-contributed:mach

ensuring the- food secunty_ of

has paid a heavy price in deplet
ing its underground water reserves. While

he water table in Punjabused tobe 20 feet: -
in 1970, ithasnow gone down to more than -

" 200 feet in some districts. If the current
‘of ‘éncouraging 'the rice-wheat

- “monoculture continues; Punjab will run

out’ uf groundwata n the next 20 years

Govl should buyother crops 5
Tt 1S not the incremental increase sm the
“MSP that are gomgto save Punjab, but

a change in ‘policy; ie the government.

should purchase other crops that are in

short ‘supply and also- consume less -
‘water than'paddy. For example, pulses’

(which add own-manufactured nitrogen
{08 the snﬂ) and oil seeds, which we
aport. Many well-known agricultural
P'Pnﬁ ts, such as Dr GS Khush, Profes-

great dangers if carried out with only an~

sor Swaminathan and Dr SS Johl, have

~export foodgrains to other countries
Punj is virtually exportmg its precious ¢

_ject, not a state one, the former should
+- build silos to store grain. Farmers should be

suggested that the area under paddy be
reduced from . the current 27 lakh
hectares to 15 lakh hectares and the area
vacated by rice-be- devoted to. other
needed crops. It will redtce the amotnt

+ of rice straw produced, which-is mostly
~ burned in the fields, causing, unprece-
dented poll 1

N year mand yearout.

Help farmers axpor! grains
The government should also help farmers

instead of letting them rot in open storage,
called'Cover and Plinth’ or CAP storage.
Spoilage of foodgrains under CAP storage
is common in Punjab. Damage by todents
and fungi is extensive, which makes the
grain unfit for human consumption. Scien-
nﬁcme’cﬁodsofsfonng foodgrains, such as
silos, are urgently needed. The Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare should
take the lead in getting this done’ Export-
ing high-quality foodgrains will not only
increase farmers" income but also earn
some foreign exchange for India. Because
food. security is a Central government sub-

given a subsidy to deyelop on-farm grain
storage facilities of up to 15 to 20 tonnes to
keep some: of their produce for sale at a
pnce more remuneratlve tKan the MS'P

‘ Fanners should become traders
_ Farmers need to become businessmen and

become independent of the government.
The MSP is a trap. Why is there no cap on
products of other businesses? All other

.. businesses can increase their pricesat will.

If the farmers are niot able to reap profits
from farming, they will continue to beinthe
grip of the agrarian crisis they are in now.
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Perennial woes: Severe waterlogging was witnessed in most parts of the city on Monday. * = ianiF pateL, vivek BENDRE,

umbai goes down, more rain ahead
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IMD warns of heavy to very heavy rainfall for city tll July 12

STAFF REPORTER ‘,\ B \ 0
MUMBAI

Life almost came to a stand-
still as Mumbai recorded its
wettest July 9 in five years,
leaving several key roads in-
undated. A woman Triding
pillion on a two-wheeler
died after being run over by
a bus on a pothole-riddled
road.

tions recorded 78.7mm of
rain on Morniday, as the India
Meteorological Department
forecast “heavy to very hea-
vy rainfall at isolated places”
in the city and “extremely
heavy rain at isolated place”
in Thane and Palghar till July
12.

54% of annual average

There appears to be no res-
pite as the rain-soaked wee-
kend continued; the Colaba
Observatory recorded
170.6mm of rain, while the
one at Santacruz recorded

The BMC’s weather sta- °

122mm, the latter a city-wide

figure. Fort received the
most rain at 203mm till 3
p.m., while Marol in the
western suburbs received
172mm - 135mm of it falling
in just seven hours. Mumbai
has received 1,362.8mm Qf
rain till date this monsoon,
54.19% of its annual average.
Kalyan resident Manisha
Bhoir, 40, died while return-
ing home on a friend’s bike
when it skidded while nego-
tiating potholes at Shivaji
Chowk and came under a
private bus on Saturday. The
bus driver was arrested on
Monday based on CCTV
footage, Inspector Prakash
Londhe, Mahatma Phule
Chowk police station, said.
Most parts of the city re-
ported heavy waterlogging,
including the’ usual areas
like Hindmata, -Parel TT,
Gandhi Market, Mukhyad-
hyapak Bhavan and Sion
Road No. 24. In the western

suburbs, flooding was ' re-

ported in Bandra Railway.
Colony and parts ‘of 'SV :

Road, due to which traffic
was diverted. The Andheri
subway was'closed to traffic
for 30 minutes due to water-
logging. i )

The BMC Disaster Man-
agement Cell received com-
plaints of 23 instances of

* trees or branches falling, 32

short circuits and 11 slab col-
lapses till Monday morning.

The *State government

asked schools in the city to
remain closed, but it came
late for those who had alrea-
dy set out from home. In
fact, State Education Minis-
ter Vinod Tawde tweeted the
announcement only at 11.03
a.m. Sarika Mahamunkar,
whose son studies at Lodha
World School in Lodha Para-
dise, said: “I decided not to
send my son to school since 1
was worried about - the
rains.”
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| The Maharashtra govern-

ment has ordered an inqui-
1y into the flooding of Vid-
han Bhavan here after heavy
rains last week. ’

“The inquiry would ascer-
tain loopholes in arrange-
ments for the monsoon ses-
sion and if problems were
deliberately left unattend-
ed, Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis said in the Legisla-
tive “Assembly here on
Monday.

The people affected due
to heavy rains in the city
would also be compensated,
he said.

The .city is hosting the

monsoon session of the-

State Legislature, but on Fri-
day both the Assembly and
the Council were adjourned
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CM orders probe 'intO" |
Vidhan Bhavan flooding

Th’e'ﬂoo'dgd Vidhan Bhavan
complexon July 6. =p7i

for the day, shortly after
convening, due to a power
blackout caused by rains.

“An inquiry will be done
to find out whether there
was a deliberate attempt not
to fix loopholes, if any, and
whether steps were taken to
prevent flooding in the Vid-
han Bhavan premises,” Mr.
Fadnavis said.
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