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Kavita Upadhyay
& | DEHRABUN. With the appoint-
of experts by the Uniop Envi
ronment Ministry to review 2
A r tric power projects in Utta-
rakhand, activists see an
away from the danger they
‘pose to changing their design
‘- i prone State,
£F | tee and the Vinog Tare Com-
mitiee had warned against
o1t which the Supreme Court
is yet to give a decision,
! minutes of the two meetings
tee held in June ang July, La-
ta  Tapovan @7
he | M, Kotlibhe! 1A (205 MW,
m | Jhelum Tamak (128
and Khirao Ganga (4.5 MW)
P. | are the projects that will be
4, | comunittee, _
T At 2 meeting heid i July,
B | jects bresented design mod-
iifications  to  the new

* i ment of the thirg commtitiee

-1 few contentious hydroelec-

attempt to shift the debate

[ tume with the disaster-

s The Ravi Chepra Commit-

[ the projects, including the six

I The Hindg feviewed the

of the newly formed COmIMIt.

gt | Alaknands Badrinath (3{)6

¥ | Bhyundar Ganga {24.8 MW}:

18 3. reviewed again by the new
|

‘e , the developers of the six pro-
H

In its affidavitinhe
5C, the Ministry-~

committes, so that they could
be implemented onee the js-
sues of muck disposa), impact
or biodiversity and disaster
mitigation plan were ad.
dressed, The modifications
were discussed last vear too,

-but the first committee re-
Jected them, Since the deve}-

Opers again failed to Dresent
Acceptable modifications, the
cominittee has  sajd they
should come up with the re.
quired modifications,

In the latest affidavit filed
in the Supreme Court, the
Ministry has slso under
scored the importance of do-
sign modifications, almingt
ruling out, the possibifity of
cancellation of the projects
even if they don’t meet the
eriteria, :

pProjects o
N Km&'mnméﬁ: have

been chiecting to the forma-

fiont of the new commitiee,
suspecting that the Ministry.

is forming committep after
comumitiee to get the, green
signal for the coitentions

. projects.

On the formation pf the
third committee, senior Sy.
preme Court jawyer Prashant
Bhuchan, Himanshu Thak.
kat, coordinator of the South
Asta Network on Dams, E,
Theophilus of the Uttarak.
hand-based Himaj Prakriti,

and Bharat Fhunjhunwala) -

former professor of the M-
Bangalore, had writter: to
Union Environment Ministey
Prakash Javadekar,

‘A violation

“Not only isthis a viclation
but also 2 clear indieation of
your ministry’s malafide in-
tentions to overwrite and
compromise the findings of
previous commmittees, It s
Bence clear that il the time
you {Mr Jevadekar} do not
getareport that gives 3 #reen
signal to these bydrapower
projects you will continte to
formone comimnittee after an.
other, regardless of the real-

Ity on the ground ~ they gaid, -
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Army

TAF personnel rescue ant Tsraeli mountainger from the higher reaches of Ladak

JAMMI: The Army has evac-
uated nearly 400 lourisis
stranded in the food-hit ar-
eas of Ladakh, where several
viliages have been cut off.
The troops evacuated 250
tourists from Upshi and 150
from Khalsar by constructing
improvised erossings, 3.D.
Goswami, defence spokes-

y  _man st the Army’s Northern

Command, said, The fines of
ecopmunication were re-
stored too.

“in the Nubra valley, Khal-
sar vitlage was cut off as a
bridge was washed away. A
relief camp was established
at Khalsar, where food and
medicines were provided to
civilians,” he said.

Colomel Goswami ssid a

crucial bridge and 25 fo 30
houses were washed away at
Biamah village.

“The Army established 2
relief camp in the village
where food and medicines
were distributed. Tents, mat-
tresses, sieeping bags and
blankets were distributed.”
he gaid.

Meanwhile, the Amarnath

Yatra was suspended for the
second consecutive day from
the Jammu base ¢amp oOR
Sunday as the Jammu-Srina-
gar National Highway was
closed in the wake of a land-
stide triggered by heavy rain
in Udharapuz.

tt was later opened after
which over 700 stranded ve-
hicles were cleared.

k on Sunday. (Right) River Tawi in Jammu in spate, - eHoTos #H

Israeli rescued

Ap Israeli mountaineer

who had fallen off a BRIt

in the higher reaches of La-
dakh region was rescued by
the Air Foree on Sunday, offi-
cials said.

“One Israel mountaineer,
lying unconscious after fafl-
ing off the swnmit of Stok

P

rescues 400 stranded _tOurists from flood-ravaged Ladakh

. L Al TR e i vl g
1 .. :

Kangri, was evacuated “this
morning by the Siachen Pio-
neers unit based in Leh,” Col.

"GoswWami said.

He said it was a daring res-

cue during which the helicop- |

ter skidded when it made
partial contact with the snow
owing 16 a steep gradient.
“The operation cailed for
exceptional pitoting skills,

REEEL prua s

tudgrment and dasing, The de-
sree of difficulty was further
compounded by high alti-
tude, no reserve of power and

over-snowhound  ferrain,”
the spokesman said.
The mountaineer was

moved to Sonam Norbu hos-
pitat in Leh, His'identity was
not immediately known, he
said, — PT]



Staff Reporter

NEW DELHE The Centre and
the Aam Aadmi Party-led
(AAPY Delhi government
have agreed to combine
forces to rejuvenate the Ya.
muna on Saturday,
According to an official
staternent, Union Water Re-
sourees Minister {Ima Bhar-
ti and Delhi Chief Minister
:I Arving Kejriwal have agreed
| 10 procure & Special Purpose
Vehicle {(SPV} for the prir-
pose. A blueprint will be pre-
: pared in 45 days,
| “This was decided in a
Imeeting between the Linion
Minister and Chief Minister
I held in New Delhi today,
{ which was also attended by
jDelhi’s Minister-in-charge
¢ for Water, Kapil Mishra and
;I senior officlals of concerned
i departments from Central
and  Delhi Governments,”

i

—

A blueprint-f.will_ be prepared in the next 45 days

Union Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti met

Lelhi Chief Minister Arvin

on Saturday, sroto: pys

the statement said,

it further said, Ms, Bhars
also accepted Mr, Kejriwal's
request for convening a joint

d Kejriwal in New Delhi

meeting soon with Union
Urhan' Development Minis.
ter M Venkaiah Naidu ang
Union Road Transport and

Centre, Delhi join hands to clean Yamuna

Gadkari,

. The Chief Minister ox-
pressed the view that such »
meeting wasfmiportant since
alf the coricerned Ministrios
and Departments  would
have to work together for
cleaning the historic river
and reviving its past glory,
the staterent added,

Mes. Bharti said she would
take up the matter with the
concerned Ministers and in-
thmate the Chief Minigter
aboug the possibility of the
said meeting,

Meanwhile, Ms. Bharsi
and Mr. Kejriwal also dis-
cussed issues related to the

autification of the river
with both sides expressing

" confidence in a joint effort

which was expected to lead
to 2 refatively elean Yamuna
witich has eluded the Capital
for decades,



RivER IN SPATE

ple or the banks of river Tawi during the flash floods en]ammu outskirts on Sunday. A7

The Har Ki Pauri tem

- - * » ' w -



*J ayalalithaé raises Cauve

he R\

t

15,
i

Pairibe Mial:

Mullaperiyar issues with PM

Suresh Nambath

CHENNAL During the meetifigat
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa's residence here
on Friday, Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi tried to allay the
State Government's appre-
hensions about the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) regime.
The AJADME. had recorded
a dissent note to the Rajya Sab-
ha Committee on GST as it
feared the State would lose
close To Rs.10.000 crore with
the introduction of the new {ax
regime.
- Although the AJADMK is
nat part of the government at
the Centre, it offexs the BIP-
ied Natiorial Demoeratic Abi-
ance government support on
crucial isges, often Dreaking
ranks with the rest of the
©pposition. B
On GST, however, the party
tiad opposed the Bill alongside
the Congress and the Left par-
ties. Mr. Modi is keen that the
ATADMEK refurns to a mode of
more positive interaction with
the government at the Centre.
Ms. Javalalithaa used the

one-fo-one meeting with Mr. -
Modi to raise some of the long-
pending demands of the State,
urging the Centre to intervene
in favour of Tamil Nadu in gis-
putes with meighbouring
States,

I the memoranduin sub-
mitted to the Prime Minister, -
she calied upon the Centre to
form the Cauvery Manage-
ment Board and the Cauvery
Water Regulation Committee,
for the implementation of the
Final Order of the Cauvery
‘Water Disputes Fribunal, fo
deploy the Central Industrial
Security Force to guard the
Mullaperiyar Dam in Kerala,
interlink the peninsulat rivers,
and retrieve the Ratchatheeva
island from Sri Lanka and re-
store traditional fishing rights
of Tamil Nadu fishermen,
among other things.

Modl's signal to party
leaders

Although issues of alliance
for the Assembly election in
Tami} Nadu next year did not
figure in the discusslons, by
taking the offort to meet Ms.

Jayalalithaa at her residence
unaccompanied by State BJP
feaders, Mr. Modi seemed in-
tent on sending a political sig-
nal to his own party leaders.

BJF leaders have been am-

“bivalent towards the AIADMK®
after the Rok Sabha election,

often criticising the party on
issues such as corruption and
prohibition.

In Madurai on Thursday,

BJYP president Amit Shah had
said it was anfortunate that
Tami} Nadu found a place in
the list of developed States ag
wel} as the list of corrupt ones
int the country. In Coimbatore,
he had said the State was num-

ber one in electoral eorrip-
fion, .

Mr. Modi, through his meet:
ing with Ms, Jayslalithaa,
must have hoped to temper
the aggressive stance of his
party toward a prospective al-
Hanee partner. At present, the
BJP is without any major ally.
as parties such as the MDMX,
the PMK and the DMDK no
longer congider the slliance
forged for the 2014 Lok Sabha
election as beiny in operation.
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CLEANING DELHI'S LIFELINE

New microbe may h
clean up Yamuna

HT Correspomdent
' TreportersBindustantimes.com

AGRA: Scientists have discov-
ered a new microbe that can
remove dye and other psilut-
anis from a river,

"The microbe, which accoerd-
ing te experts was successful
in removing 96% of centami-
nants from river water sam-
ples in which it was tested, can
he immensely useful in
cleaning up Dethi's tifeline
Yamund.

“We collected 22 water sam-
pies from the 256-km streich
of the Yamuna, beginning
from Okhla Industrial Arez in
Delhi te Danji Ghat in Agra,
Along with the water samples,
we picked up around 22 soil
samples for the extraction of
bacteria also,” said Dy Avnish
Kumar from the department
of bictechnology, school of
Hfe science, Doctor Bhim Rac
Ambedkar University.

He said: “Dye residues in
water can be hazardous for
both haman and animal heaith,
Such poliutanis can be turned
inte non-harmii melecules by
using biological approaches,
which are considered cheaper

and ecologically safer”

Sharing the s¢ientific pro-
cedure, Kumar claimed that
these microbes were proven
to ¢lean waler by 96%. "After
collecting the soil samples, we
isolated 15 bacterial cuitures
and used them on various dyes
uging layer chromatography.”
he said.

The cuitired bacteria were
put on the dye plates and left
for 24 hours. Later, it was
ohserved thai dye residues
started {o disappear and the
polour of the water changed,
from green to pale yellow The
water samples were tesied
on the spectrophotomater
o check the intensity of the
reduced dye, added Kamar

“We think the presence
of the bacteria in the water
changed the chemical com-
position of the dye and made
it Jegs effective. The bacieria
were found in the sofl of Agra,
which is amazing as nature
knows how to treat itself
The soil ¢an be a selution
te conirel water pollution,”
Kemar said.

“Tha name of the bacteria
found by our feam was submit-
ted for further ideniHfication
and, so far, there i no record
of such bacteria in the scien-
tific world. So, wenamed it a8
NSHSUAM-Bacteria, which are
ihe first letters of the names
of the researchers involved in
the study,” added Rumar

Treatment technologies are
welcome, Bioremediation is
part of the process of cleaning the
river. However, once released in
field condition, how the bacteria

impact plants, animals and

groundwater can't be gauged.

BAANDL MESRA, waler activist

« Dospite smndmg 1hwsaadsu‘f crores on clean-up projocts, Yamuna

has becoine more polluted over the years.

SUNIL SHOGH] HY FiLE

Special vehicle to
clean Yamuna soon

KEW DELHE The Centre and the
Delhi government on Saturday
agreed to set up a special pur-
pose vehicle to clean and reju-
venate the river Yamuna.

The blueprint for the project
will be prepared in 45 days.

“Union water resources min-
igter Uma Rhartiand Defhichief
minister Arvind Kejriwal have
agreed to set upan 8PV for clean-
ing and rejuvenating Yamuna,”
an official statement satd on
Satarday

Besides Bharit and Keirlwal,
Saturday's meeting was alse
attended by Dethi's water min-
ister Kapil Mishra and senior
officials of thedepartmanis con-
cerned from Central and Dethi

governments.

Sources said Kejriwal aiso
requested a joint meeting somm
with Unien urban development
minister M Verkalah Naidu and
Union road transport and high-
ways minister Nitin Gadkari,

According to Kejriwal, such a
meeting was important becatse
all ministries and departments
concerned will have to work
together for cleaning the historic
Yamuna and restoring it lo its
past glory

The two sites expressed con-
fidence that a joint effort will
lead fo 2 clean Yamtna, an issue
which has heen pending for the
last few decadss.

HTC
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Ram lashes some
parts, skips others

Times News Nerwons

: NmDe!h!:Mmierafetohmy

showers affected parts of the
city on Friday afternoon, with
15 6mmrainfalirecorded at Saf.
darjung il 8 . ilg
many areas ﬁm% dry Hll
evening, heavy showers were
seart at places like Palam where
40 2mm rainfall was recorded
between 5.30pm aid 8,30pm.

Met officiais said there were
four factors affecting rainfall
over Delhi, though none of
them were very strongandrain
confinued o be corvective lead:
ingtoonly scattered showers,

“The monsoon trough is
passing through Delhi, which
is the main factor for rain.
There is also moisture coming
infromthe Arabian Sea. Simul
tanheously there isa feeble west
ern disturbance over Punjsh
and Haryana and another one
over Afghanistan and adjein-
ing Paldstan. These systems
are not toostrong and scatiered
rainfali will continue over the
plains -of northwest India for
the nexi few days, The hilis,
however, will have goud rain
over the next 4872 kours, " said
BP Yaday, director, IMD.

T 5.30pm, several areas in
thecity weredry withonly Lod-

_ hi Road recording more rain

than Saffarjung with 22mm
rainfali, The other areas that
had recorded rain till then in-
cluded Delhi University with
4mm, Ridge with 3.8mm, Aksh:

7 flights diverted
New Delhl: Seven flights were
diverted after heavy rains took
the capital by surprise on
Friday evening,

Officials at 1G1 airport said
that the flights, including five
domesticones, weresupposed
toland between 4pmand
5.30pm but could not be given
clearance dueto high velocity
windsatthe airport. “The
planes were diverted to
Lucknow and falpur” saidan
official, He added that, “Soon:
after the weathercleared, the
fiights returned to the capital,”
the official said,

artham with 2mm and Jafar
por with Imm, Post5 30pm, sev-
erai west and southwest Delhi
areas gaw lght fo moderate
sHOWErs. )

The city recorded 8 may
murm of 34.4 degrees Celsius,
one degree ghove normaland a
mindmum temperature of 26.4
degrees Cuisius,

Til} Friday morning, Dethi
has recorded 3i5mm rainfall,
which s 30mm below normal.
The deficit has come about in
the past two weeks due &0 fre
quentdry spells sincemid-July

“Saturday will have a gener-
aily cloudy sky and rain and
thundershowers may ocour at
many places. There will be re
duction in rain from Sunday
thongh. scattered showers are
expected,” satda Metofficial.

Visin
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New agency to
9. 732
clean up Yamuna

TimEes Mews NETWORK

NewDethi: Chief minister Ar
vind Kejriwal and Union
water resources minister Uma
Bharti have agresd fo set up &
gpecial purpose vehicle (STV),
a jepal entity to Dufill specific
objectives, for the cleaning up
of the Delhi stretch of
the Yamtmna, The blue-
print for the project will
he prepareddn the next §
4hdays. .

Kapil Mishra, minis
ser for water, Delii gov-
arpment, alse attended
the rmeeting at the Delhi
Secretariat on Satudday

Bharti is said to have
scoepted Keiriwel's re-
guest of convening &

have to work together for
»aeaning thehistorieriver and
reviving its pastglory”

The foous of Saturday’s
meeting was “heautification”
andt development of the Yamu-
na river front, Last year the
RBIP government had yeported
Iy trged the Lieutenant Gover:

e nor to replicate the Sa:
barmati riverfromnt
b model for the Yamuna,
Tesms of buresucrats
from Delhi were sent 1o
Ahmedabad to study
the Sabarmati model,
but experts had obsery-
o that the model was
nhoteven worth replicat:
ingas the 13-k stretch
of the river that flows
fyough  Ahmedabad

joint meeting with the Umad Kejriwal  draws channelized wa

Union wrhan develop

ment minister M Venkaiah
Naidtn and the Union voad
transpoﬁ.andhighwaysminiso
tor Nitin Oadkari on the issue.
Keiriwal said Union minkstries
and the Defhi government will

— terfrom the Narmada,

Theriverfront development
concept of DDA was also
questioned by scientisis as it
would mean creating wallkc
ways and concrete Stuctures
ofitheriverhed.



Flash flo

‘Cloudburst’
Sparks Havoc
In Mandi Dist

THAES NEWS NETWDTH

Shimla: Fiash floods, repart
edly triggered by a clowd
burst, killed four pesple and
swept away six buses, besides
damaging private and public
property in Dharampur avea
of Mandi déstrict in Himachal
Pradesh on Saturday. The dis-
trict administration lrough
maintained that heavy rains
calzsed the lash flood.

While one person was
washed away inthe fashflond,
three people were buried alive
when twa houses collapsed,
Some people stranded ot the
loeal bus stand were rescued

The Dharampur bus station Hes subm
private and public properties ran into

erged after heavy rain. Damage to

od kills four

cripes of rupees

by locals and the administra-
tion after water level receded,
B MLA Nom Dharam.
pur Mahinder Singh Thakur
saiddantage caused to private
property was in crores while
fosstopublic property toowas
massive. Thakur said aroung
12 people werestranded at the
localbus stand when the flash

flood caught them unawares,
Sources said Sone rivalet was
in spate following the cloud.
burst, flowing at Jeast § feet
above the danger Jeval, Lucki.
I¥ nopassenger wasinside the
huses that were washed away

The flood uprooted elec
tric poles and water sHppiy
pipes in the area were dam.

rinHP

22 foreigners rescued
from rain-hit Ladakh
7 vertwo days, the indian Alr
v Force rescued 22 fo reigners
stranded in Ladakh, where al!
s major rivers are flowing over
the danger mark after several
days of heavy downpoisr,
According foan JAF
spokesman, 71 British nationals
and one French national was
rescued over Thursday and
Friday from high altitude
locations,

agedwhilelandslidesatdiffer.
ent places bloeked the roads.
Mareli deputy commis.
sloner Sandeep Kadam said
three peaple were buried un.
der the debrisat Sanehay pan.
chayat of Dharamapur sub.
division Headded it wasnota
cloudburst but heavy rainfull
that resulted in flash flood,



CLEAN YAMUNA CAMPAIGN

?

AAP BJP join hands to ready
blueprint for clean Yamuna

Union Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti meets Deihi Chief Minlster Arvind Hejriwat in New

Delhi on Saturday. & TRIBUNE PHOTC

q-1.

Peadiock ends

™ the Cemtre and the Delhi
Government have agreed
o setup a special purpose
vepicie (SPVito clean and
rajuvenate the Yamuna,
besides discussing waysto
heautify the river banks,

# Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwat has retuested
tInion Water Resources
Minister Uma Bhartito
convene a joint meeting
with Union Lirban Deved
opment Minister M
Venkaiah Naiil and
tinion Road Transport and
Highways Mirister Nitin
Gadkari soon 10 resolve
issties pertaining to the
relocation of many exist-
ing government establish-
ments and regularisation
of unauthorised colonies
from the engdangered
Yarnuna fiood plains,

Ananya PANDA

THIBUENS NEWS SEAVILE

NEW [TELHL, AUGUST#
Keeping aside political dif-
ferences, the Bharatiya
Janta Party-led Cenire
and the Aam Aadmi Party
government today came
together in principle for
reviving the fading glory
of the Yamuna and decid-
ed to chalk out a rejuvena-
tion hiuveprint in 45 days.
Both sides have agreed
o setup a gpecial purpose
vehicle (SPV) i clean and
rejuvenaie the Yamuna,
besides discussing ways i¢
beautify the river banks.
The move comes follow-
ing a meeting of Unien
Water Resources Minister
Uima Bharti and Chief
Wity Arotmt-Reirl
on Sziurday at time when
the Centre and the Delhi .
_Gux:erm_nent happen to be

at loggerheads with no
holds barred over a range
of izsues pertaining fo
jurisdiction among others.

Kejriwal regquested
Bharti {o convene a joint
meeting soor with Union
Urban Development
Minister M Venkaiah
Nzidu and Union Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari {0
resolve issues periaining
to the relocation of many
existing government
establishments and
regularisation of unautho-
rised  colonies from
the endangered Yamuna
flood piains.

Bharti is understeod to
nave told that she will take
up the matter with the

ne
wiil intimate the Delhi

Chiaf Misister. abaiit the "
possibitity of this meeting. .

Kejriwal said the meet-
ing between all above
mentioned ministers was
important since all the
ministries/departments
concerned would have to
work together for cleaning
the historic tiver and
reviving ils past glory.

The meeting wag also
attended by Delhi’s Min-
ister in-charge for
Water Kapil Mishra and
senior officials of the
departments concerned
from the Central and the
Delhi governments. Both
the sides expressed confi-
dence that a joint
effort would lead 1o a
clean Yamuna, an issue
which has now been pend-
ing since decades.

" 1
Government  is  under-
s¥hod 1o have shifted from
its earlier stand of shifting

the Millennium Bus Depot
built from the Yamuna
riverbed where it was buiit
in run up fo the 2010
Commonweaith  Games
and now wants to retain it
This and many other cru-
cial areas are lkely to
feature in the biueprini
for Yamuna revival,
revealed sources,

But there are indications
from the Peihi Develop-
ment Authority that it is
muliing shifting of vari-
ous government strue-
tures, including bus
depots, Delhi Metre Rall
Corporation {OMRO
vards and viliage seltle-
ments, from the river
plains in the wake of the
report by National Green
Tribundl-appointed com-
mittee and concerns,
raised environmental

activist Manoj Mishra.
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Typhoon kills

BEHING, AUGUST 3
Fourteen were killed and
four others missing as Super
Typhoon  Soudelor  left
behind a trail of destruction
in eastern China, uprooting
trees, hitling power supply
and causing the heaviest
raing m a century, state
media reported today.

Heavy dewnpours have
caused mudstides and cave-
ins led to several house col-
lapses, affecting over 2 Jakh
people  after Soudelor
called the biggest typhoon
of the year earfier in the
week with winds of up to
230 kilometres an hour
made a landfall in the Chi-
nese eoast last night,

The 12 dead and five miss-
ing people may have been
washed away by floods or
buried under the collapsed
houses in Wenzhou City in
Zhejiang Provines, state-run
Kinhua news agency report-
ed, citing local (lood controt
amd drought relief officials,

After pounding Taiwan
where it claimed six Hves
and injured 102 people,
Soudelor made a landfall in

14 in China

o

T,

i

SUPER SGUDELOR: Atrapped car is pushed along a flonded street
after typhoon Soudetor hit Fuzhou, China, on Sunday. RElTERS

Fujian Provinee and moved
from there to neighbouring
Zhejiang,  Jangxi  and
Anhui provinces, and has
weakened.

In  Wencheng county,
under the jurisdiction of
Wenzhot, precipitation
within 24 hours hit 645 mm,
the heaviest in a hundred
years, officials said.

About 1.36 million people
in the city were affected by
the typhoon, with a direct
economic loss of 3.83 billion

yuan ($6817 million). Fhe-
Hang Provinee issued an
orange alert for rainstorms
earlier today.

So far precipitation in 16
cities and counties reached
250 mm. The cify of Fuding
experienced the heaviest
downpour of gver 31 mm.
in the provincial capital of
Fuzhou, much of the down-
town area was waterlogged.

More than 10,000 trees
had fallen and traffic stalled
on flooded streets. — P
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With renovation, area irrigated

by canalsystemtoriseto37%

TRIBUNE NEW‘S RERVICEH

CHANDIGARE, AUGUSTH
The canal network, consid-
ered to be a lifeline of the
agriculture secior, i3 in bad
shape in the state. i needs to
be refurbished immediately.
The siate government
has sought a package of Bs
5,808 crore fo take up the
renovation work of various
canals. However, there has

been no response from the -

Centre so far

During the previous gov-
ernment, the Centre had
released  some  funds
under the accelerated 1r7i-
gation benefit programme
to the state government to
renovate a canal,

The 14 500-km-iong
canal system caters {o the
irrigation needs of about
27 per cent of the iotal
land area under agricul-
ture in the state.

The remaining 73 per
cent area under agriculture
is, by and large, dependent

for irrigation on tube wells,

the number of which is
approximately 13 lakh.,

“With the revamping of
the canal system, we can
easily increase its irrigation
capacity to 37 per cent of the
{and area from the existing
27 per cent,” said KS Panmy,
Seeretary, Irrigation.

“As the Bist Doab canal
is an important artery that
supplies water {o a consid-
erable area, the state gov-
ernment has decided 1o
immediately take up work
on it by arranging funds
from iis own sources”
said Pannu.

On the over-exploitation
of the subsoil water due to
the reckiess pumping out
of the water through tube
weils, the environmental-
isis have expressed their
concern regarding the

Labourars phug a breach in Sirhind canal with sand-filled bags near
Ahmedgarty, and (below) the poor condition of the brick lining in the
Bhakra Mainline Canal near Fatehgarh Sahib. TRIBUNE FILE PHOTOS

declining subsoil water
table in the siate.

They have repeatedly
warned that the state
would be reduced to a
desert in case water contin-
ues to be pumped out inju-
diciously. Already, more
than 108 biocks have been
declared over-exploited in
the state. For this reason,
there is & dire need to
improve the canal system.

As aresult of the deteriora-
tion in the canal system over
the years, the water-carrying
capacity of various canals
has gone down considerably.

Thewater-carrying ¢apac-
ity of the Bist Doab canal
was designed to be 1,480

cusecs butit has reduced o
1108 cusecs because of the
silting up of its bed. Same
is true of the Upper Bari
Doab canal system.
Likewise, the water-car-
rying capacity of the
Sirhind canal system, cru-
cial for the central part of
the siate, has been hit sub-
stantially over the years.
There is a need fo brick-
iine the slopes of all
‘kutcha’ canals in the state,
besides the removal of silt
from the canal beds, The
Bhakra Mainline Canal and
its off-shoots also need renco-
vation a$ various places. Hs
brick-lining st various
plades has also pecled off.
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Bhakra ﬂoodgates tobe opened todw ﬁy

Will reach AnandpurSaW@}m 2 hours after releasel Sttuation in nearby vallages WOrsen

TriBunNE NEWs SERVICE
tﬂ T

ROPAR, AUGHST 9
Keeping in view the heavy
inflow of water at Bhakra
Darn today, the Bhakra Beas
Managerment Board (BBME)
authorities have decided fo
dpen fiood gates fomorrow

Aletter issued fo the disirict
authorities by the BBMB
stafed that for the safety of

Bhakra Dam, water up o

50,000 cusec will be released
downgtream of the Nangal
Dam at 1} am tomorrow,

Today, the waler level at
the dam was 881,10 ft at
2 pm. According io proto-
coi, the level of water had
{0 be maintained betiveen
1,665 and 1,667 ft by
Bugust 15, The dam is
supposed to be filled up to
its  maximum storage
capacity of 1,680 feet in a
regulated manner during
filling period from May 21
to September 20,

The water — after is
release from the dam —will

The road connecting Lodhipur an

Swan near Anandpur Sahib on SUNday. A TRIBUNE PHOTUGRARH

ur; vi a,ges was was edaway by the surgmgwaters of the

take nearly twoe hours fo
reach Anandpur Sahib and
eight hours to reach Ropaz
The release of the water by
the BBMEB will worsen the
siuation in nearly one
dozen villages near Anand-
pur Sahib where fields have
already been inundated for

the past many days due {o
heavy fiow in the Swan river.

Today, there was a spuri
again in the flow of the
Swan. The water flooded
houses at Mataur, Burd, Lod-
hipur, Dasgrain, Hariwal,
Rallowal, Mehndli RKalan,
Lower Baddal, Nikkuwal

and Chandpur Bela viliages.
The Swarn river, which hada
mere T 00 cusecs inthe morn-
ing, recorded a flow of 52414
cusecs at 2 pm. This coupled
with 14500 cusees Teing
released in the Sutlel by the
BBMB flooded the villages.
Anandpur Sahib SDM

Amariit Bains said that all
the reltef teams and motor-

"boats were ready to take up

rescue operations, The resi-
dents of affected villages
have been asked fo shift to
relief camps set up by the
district authorities or o
safer places of their cholce.




facilities in unauthorised colonies too

STATESMAN NEWS BERVICE \, ¢
Wew Delhi 8 Angust

Delhi Jal Board {I3JB) today
announced extendng sewer-
age facilifies toseven new un-
anthorised colonies here in
order to bring maximum
area of thecity underitsnet-
work,

The initiative aims at iy
proving sanitation besides
helping in abatement of pot
fution in the river Yamuna.

According to the DJB,
seweragefacilities have been
extended in seven unauthor-
ised colontes inciuding Cha-
nakyaPlace, Sita Puri, Keshor
am Park, New Jankipurt, Jal
Bharat Enclave Amay shop
pingeomplex Kakrotda Mode,
Bhagwati Garden extension,
Tttam Nagar and Bhagwati
Garden {Najafgarh Road}.

These colonies werenoti
fied inJune this year and the

residents are advised toavail
the sewer connections. Appa
rently, the move would ben-
efitthousandeof households
of these colonies Further
move, sewerage facilities
wers recently extended to
unauthorised colonies of
Heera Park, Najafgarh ang
Vishitarma, near Puiprahiad
pr inscuth Dethl DIBoffi
cials explained that eariier
sewage was flowing in open
drains in many above-men-
tioned colonies but now it will
he conveyed to the Pappan-
kalan sewerage ireatment
plant (8TP) where it wii be
treated and only clean trea-
ted efftuent will be dischargad
intothe Yamuna River Like.
wige, the sewage flowing in
opendraimsinJdaiBharat B
clave, Amar shopping com
plex Kakroula Mode, Bhag
watt Garden Extension, Ut
tam Nagar and Bhagwat!

Garden{Najafgarh Road)col
onies witl now be conveyed
to the Nijothi STP and post
treatment, it will be dis-
charged into the yivercourse

"The work of extending
sewerage facilities madiacent

areasisalsoinprogressand
morecoloniesarelikelyviobe

benefitted in a phased man
ney, The work isin progress
and uitbmately 30 colonies
areexpected tobe benefitted,”
a senior DJIB official said.

The official added, "Ser
vices to three more colonies
will benotified this month and
also in line with the present
govispolicy unauthorised oot
onles where the water and
sewer system have aiready
been latd and notified theve-
taxed rate of Rs. 108 per sq.
mir (separately for water
and sewerywould beapplica
ble for three months wef
26.06.2015."
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1 million hit, 100 dead
in Myanrgar floods

ASBODIATED PRESS e‘i <
Myzung Kon Village \ Y
(Myvanmar), § Atgust 99 &

Thenumber of people affect
ad by flooding across Myan
mar was approaching L mit
Hontoday with waters inthe
tow lving southwestern delts
inundating homes and fore-
ing viilagers into tempo
rary shelters, the govern
ment said.

The death foll was on
the verge of topping H0.In
some places, only the roofs
of homes could he seen.
Internationat aid is on the
way following appeals by the
government, but sofay, most
of the help has come from
volunteers ferrying noo
dies, rice and clean water
doorto-docr in smal hoats.

Heavy monsoon rains
that began inlate June com-
pounded more recently by
Cyelone Komen heve trig
gered some of Myanmar's
worst flash floods and land:-
slides in recent memory

AH but two of the coun
try's 14 states have been
affected The death toil
reached 99 today and more
than 900,000 people have
been affected, a third of
them inthe Trrawaddy Delta,
said Phynfei LefTun, divec
tor of the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Relief and Reset
tiement,

it is here in a desperate-
Iy poor region Known as
the Rice Bowl, that several
mighty rivers meet before
feeding into the sea.

Downstream waters have

Flood- affected residents wait for

supphies in Kyouk Taing village near
Nyaung Bon township in Myanmar.
= ap

caused banks fo buyst, swal
lowing up rice paddies and
homes. Zin Mar Htim was
seeking refuge in a school
with six family members,
ineluding her 11-month-old
snn, after thelr house was
fiushed away in the raging
waters. “We had our own
raft, so we sought refuge
here,” she said. The United
Nations pledged USD9mil
lion in assistance this past
week, but so far most help
has come from private citi
zens and nat-govertinental
orpanisations,

Myanmat's appeal wasin
shuarp contrast to s response
following Cyglone Nargis
in 2008, when the nation's
then military ruders refused
international aig and large
Iy downplayed the destruc
tion though more than
16,800 people were killed.

Anominaily civitian gov-
ernment now runs the coun-
try, but critics say it's not
moving guickly enough to
help those in need.
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Govt committed to go ahead with

Mekedatu dam

press trust of india

BENGALURY, 8 AUG: Karnatakz
Chief Minister Siddaramaiab
today accused his Tamil Nady
counterpart of “pofiticising” the
Mekedaie dam project across
river Cawvery and reaffirmed his
government's commimment to go
shead with the project.

“There is o egal hurdle
the project. There is no viokation
of Tribunal award, fayalafishaa i
creating this fuss for politicat rea.
sons, She is using the issue for
her  political  beaefits,”
Siddaramaiah told reporters
~ here.

“At any cost we will go ahead
with the peoject,” be said.

During her meeting with
Primee Minister Narendra Modi
in  Chesnsi  yesterday,
Javalalithaa had submitted a
memorandam 0 him that
inchided the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment’s opposition to the
propased Mekedat: dam pro-

ject.

The project, Jayatalithaa had
said, was “in violation” of the
fioal award and urged Modi to
advise Karnaizka not to proceed
with the project without Tamd
Nadu's concurrence.

In the memorandusm, she had
also demanded that the Centre
should immedizely form the
Cauvery Managemen: Board
and Cauvery Water Regulation
Committee for implementing
the final award given by the dis-
putes tribunal. Siddaramadah in

: Siddaramaiah ;7

his budger speech on 13 March
had proposed preparing 4
detailed project report for con
struction of balancing reservoir
on the upstream of Mekedasu
across Cauvery river. He had
said Global Expression of
Interest had been fnvited and 2
sum of Rs 25 crore provided in
the coming fiscal. Afier chese
FOROUNCEMERSS, farmers
belonging to both the stabes had
called for banch separately
expressing their sentiments for
and against the project.



e News Nerwors

New Delfd: Delhi became groen-
er by 200 more irees when &
few hundred students from five
city schools planted saplings at
Astha Kuni near Nehru Place on
she third day of the TOT Green
Prive on Eriday morning The
campaign. which wil cover se-
leet spois in the oy in the com-
ing days, aims at planting 1 lakh
saplings at Tiipath Valley by
August 30,

Officials from the horticulture
department of DA, who were
present at the venue, said that tree
species iike boltle paims, pistal
paim, piikhon, fistula palms ete
wers selected Keeping thelr habi-
tat inmind.

TOT s initiative, with Hero Mo

'Y T01,
< GREEN
mero JRIVE X

Delhi Development Authority

taCorp and Delhi Developmerit
Anthority (DDA), was launched
ap Tuesday by lieutenant
governoy Najeeb Jung at
Saniay Lake in east Delhi
with the planting of
2,200 saplings.

The 154-acre
grosmd  between
Bohai  House of
Worship and ISKCON
Temple was renovated
and reopened as Astha Kuni
in 1998 by then Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpsyee. Officials
said most of the {rees planted
enrich the soil and allow vegeta-
tion to grow around them. “We
usually aveid trees that veguire
more water.” said a DDA officlal,

Students envolied with Times
NIE had reached the ground
around Sam and were enthusi-
sctic abmut the drive. Schools
that joined the drive were nes
RE Puaram; Amity nternational
School, Saket Indian School,
Satig Nagar: Bloom Pblie, Vas-
ant Kunj; and Ryan international
School, Vasant Kunj.

“plant = tree for a better to-
morrow o save Dethi and India.
Make a promise today” a group
of 20 students from Ryan Interng-
tional School, Vasant Kunj, start-

GREEN WARRIGRS FIGHT ON: Students from five city schools
: and ISKCON monks take part in tha drive

-

saplinns were
planted here
on Feiday

N
A ot with
this  self.com-

posed song about planting
troes. “Every time we plani &
tree, we sing a song for it That

hrings out Hife in these plants,’

The children have conyposed the
song themselves and sing at every
programme to (reate AWArene 53"
sxid Nirmaljit, a teacher accom-
panying the students of classes
viland VUL

“We have been doing such ac-
tivities for the past few months
and loved joining TOY in making
the city greener. We learn about
orr environment in lagsrooms,

bt hands-on learn:
ing ig a different
thing altogether }
love the smell of
soit, § would come
hack to see how my
free has grown”
said Sarthal, 2
14 yearaid.
Applauding TOL for the ven-
ture, students from Amity lnter
national School, Saket, said they
would ke to participate again.
“rhis is 4 good extra-curricular
activity for us. Usually we a0 ag-
tivities that are smaller seale,
Wit this s big. Planting 1 takh

ohos; Yogesh Kumar

_

trpas would definitely change
Delhi's air” sald Sanys,

he chikiren were joined by
monks from 1SKCON Temyie
who helped plant 20 saplings.
“We are happy 0 S0W ong more
iife in our backyard.” said Day-
anand, a monk.

With song on lips, kids p

2,000 Saplings Planted At Astha Kunj Near Nehru Place Onwlfriday
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Concrete choking trees even
two years after NGT order

Teurs Mews NeTwony

New Belihd: In april 2003 the Na
tional Green Tribunal directed
authorities to remove concrete
from within L1250 radius of the
Base of every free nn the capiial
That order has gone largely w-
hnplemented. What's wovse, in
mary places. the agencies have
done 8 shoddy ol further endar-
gartng the trees’ sirvival,

As s result, despiie their grest
petential to clean the abr and me
prove micvo-climate, wmany 1rees
iy Belhi are i a precariouns state
amd many others ave dead. hav-
wy been deprived of essential
Wiy,

Munieipal earporalions,
NIMEC, DDA and PWID were
agencies supposed to carry out
the deconeretization order Bt
eourtappointed  commissioners
who inspested various parts of
the capital have told TOT that
harvdly any effort was put into
eoinpleiing the de-coneretization
project in oany zone. Whatever
was done was done In patehes
anl haphazardly often feaving
rools exposed of injured and
cansing danger of toppling

A court commissioner said
in 99% of cases cavities weren't
filled with frosh soil “They have
tried 10 deconcretize @ few troes
in each ares b haven't come
pleted (e job Withent fresh soil
0 hold them, they are obviously
vitluerabie,” he said,

Throe losalivies—RE uram,
Hauz Khns and Ashok Vihar-—-
were taken up for deconcretiza
Hen. Oniy work in BE Puram anid
flauz Khas has beey partially
corripleted, sald comimissioners,

Prabhakar Rao of  Kalpa
veiksh pointed ouw st ewn in
places whore hoappears that the
vonerete ag heen removed, only
ahin laver has been dug out and
filled with fresh soil. 1f one looks
closely, ong fmnds thal under
netly, its sUl conorete,

"1 think the official responsi-
Ble for clearing 4 cenain project
shouid e held vesponsitle for
e damage dore 1o the trees
Officials can eastly ensure the
contractor leaves a space of Im
arcird e e |oalso fesl this

Fnotiis: Anindya Chaltogadinyay and vipin
TR 5

e

clause should be inbuill in the
contract,” Rao said,

Deconeretizing is like first aid
for tress that cannot be healed
complatelr,  said 1hg  expert
These trees are prone foall Kinds
of iseases - their Dark stans
decaying and they have growths
and pests, The faet vhat there are
50 mrany of them in residential
areas ndicates that many rees
hore may be dying or are dead alb
ready, said Rao,

Meanwhile, cowrt  commis-
stomers. too, found only the top
e of conerete pemowed in

Ashok Vihar us well as consurnge-
tion wasie at the bottom of 1recs.
“1 chenr’t Eink rhe ageneies have
manage] 6 protect trees from
concrpie  anywhere excopt m
NDMC areas,” sald Adivva Pras
arh. whe had fiied 2 petition in
MOGT against the pathelic condi
v of 1reos.

Trees may abso be alfected
by sovere air podlution. “The
alivafine  pobltion particles
arg affecting thelr healfh.” said
Chivashree Ghosh of the envi-
ranmental seioneces departnent
of Delht Eniversity
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Wet Sunday: City receives
highest rainfall of month

Trinung Naws SErvicE

NEW DELH], AUGHST 9
Had it been a working day,
there would have been
major traffic jams in the
Capital on Sunday due {o
waterlogging as the city
experienced the highest
rainfail of the month.

The rains started early in
the morning. In some
areas, it stopped at 10 am
while in others, it contin-
ued till 2.3% pm. The Saf-
darjung observatory
recorded 41.2 mm rainfall,
Palam, Lodhi Road,
Ayanagar and Ridge Met
stations recorded 52, 27,
1.7 and 52 mm rainfal]
respeciively.

The mest affected places
today were Ring Road
near IT0, Sarat Kale Khan
Bus Depot, Vikas Marg,
near Mother Dairy, Apollo
Metro Station, Okhla mod,
Ashram, Bhogal, Britania
Chowk, Kashmiri Gate,
Mukherjee Nagar, Okhla
Mandi, Yamuna Vihar,
Badarpur on  Mahruali
Badarpur Road, ele.

Al many places, the gov.
ernment  has  arrange-
ments for water boosting
pumps, but at times like
on a Sunday, no labourer
is found to operate the
boosters  resulfing  in

TREBLNE PHOTO MANAS RANIAN BRI

waterlogging. This is what
happened in the morning.

At many places, roads
are not even resulting in
massive waterlogging, For
instance, under the fly-
over af Apolio Metyo Sta-
tion, the road is sub-
merged in  knee-deep
water  during  normal

raing, At Okhla Mandi and

"Okhla Mod, drains were
chocked leading to traffic
jams.

A Met official has fore-
cast rains till August 12
with possibilities of light
rainfal on August 13 and
14,

*The skies will be gener-
ally cloudy with rain and
ithundershowers al many
areas of the city. The max-
imum and minimum tem-
peratures will be around
31 and 25 degree Celsius
respectively,” said the offi-
cial.

Vehicies passing siowly on a waterlogged road near iTQ after downpour in New Delhi on Sunday.

Foday, the minimum set-
tled at 25 degree Celsius,
one notch below the sea.
son's average with humid-
ity oseillating between 93
and 82 per cent.

Yesterday, the maximum
temperature settled at
30.8 degrees, three notch-
es below the season's
average while the mini-
mutn was recorded af 25.3
degrees, & notch below the
normal.
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= A car hreaks down or a flooded road near FFD or Sunday. Civie budies roceived over 90 complaints of

watarionging following heavy rain in the moming.

Forecast is 3 days of rain,
even more traffic misery

HY Correspandent
» {ettarsBbnidstanisnes oo

NEW DELHE Tt could well e a
repeat of Friday for threedays in
a row with the Met department
predicting thundershowers in
the Capital il Wednesday The
rain, though not expectsd o he
as heavy as Sunday's, ks Hkely to
result in waterlogged roads and
wntle-long traffic snarls, making
daily commute te schools and
offices » nightmare.

Thecity which s seonanactive
mms0on st Ay received 48.5mm
radnext Sunduy Over 99oomplaints
of waterlogying were made from
different parts of the city and 23
calls were made to civie bodiss to
report fallen trees hlocking roads,

41 2MM RAIN ON SUNDAY
COOLS CITY BUT FLOOOS
ARTERIAL ROADS, MET
DEPT PREDICTS MORE
THUNDERSHOWERS TILL

AT E—

Froe complaints slso reported dan:
gerousty weak fildings.
However, no major traffie
Jams were wiinessed as it was
a holiday though water in some
areas reached knee-length. Bat,
Monday may seeayepeat of cha-
otie Friday when 15mm of rain
choked the ¢ity’s roads.
“While the rains will not be
as heavy as on Sunday, varld

ARVIND YADAY / HT PHOTO

ous parts of the city will see
thunder showers in the caming
three days,” a Met departiment
official said on Sunday While
the Safdarjung Observatory
recorded 41 hmm of rain, Palam
witnessed 52mm and Ayanagar
recorded 71.Tmm. Sunday’s
maximum femperature was
24.6degree Celsins, four degrees
beloaw normat and the minimem
was recorded al 25 degrees, one
degree below normal
August is the raintest month
of Delhi's monsoon seasan with
an wverage of 11 rainy days dar-
ing which the city receives close
to 2h3mm of rainfall Lastvearn
Aupust 11 was Delbi's rainiest
day at 82mm.
+ FLOOOED ROADS, P4
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 Rains choke traffic, over
100 roads get waterlogged

DELHI HALTED Three houses collapsed, several trees fell as showers continued to lash city on Sunday

HY Correspondent

» hepoartarsBhindustantmes com

NEW DELHI Heavy rains en
Sunday ensured that the prob-
lems of waterlogging and Hond.
ed streets continue to trouble
Delht residents.

Incessant rain caused water-
logging in many parts of the
national capital, paralysing iraf
fic movement. But the monsoon
showers aiso brought welcome
cheer o those in a holiday mood.

Delhi received 41.2 mm of
rainfail on Sunday ang there
were over 100 points across the
tity which witnessed water
logeing. Though the traffic on
roads was thin becanse of the
weekend, commuters faced
problems as most roads lead-
ing to Mefro stations remaimed
invndated.

The highest mtmber of water-
logwing cases were reported by
the south civie body at 61, fol-
towed by north at 35,

Theugh the east civie
body claimed &hat it 4id not

receive any cases, areEs such

as Preet Vikay, Gandhi Nagar,
Alkshardham, Laxoani Nagar did
witness walerlogging.

Ameng the places which
saw the heaviest rainfell and
cases of waterlegging were
Begumpur, Kanjhawala,

Bawang, Nanglof, Jama Masiid,
Lahori Gate, Hast Patel Nagay,
Anand Parbat, Purjabi Bagh,
Mari Gate, Azadpur, Pampura,
Rohini, Prashant Vihar
Nawada, Kakrela, Sangam
Vihat, Okhia, Bindapur, Laipat
Nagar, Moolchand, Vikaspuri,
Dwarka, Delhi Cantt and
Janakpurt.

"H rained for five to six
hours in Delhi and till 11.30
a.m, around 35.8 mm rain-
fail was recorded in the city”
sald an official with the India
Meteorelogical Department.

But the rains brought down
the temperatures with the mini-
mum temperatare settling at
25 degrees Celsius, one noteh
below the season’s average,

According to the Dethi Traffic
Police maximum number of
traffic jams due to flooded
roads came from Defence
Colony Flyover, Lodhi Flyover
near Cremation Ground, Okhla
Mandi, All india Instifuie of
Medical Sciences and Rajdhant
Callege Ring Road.

Meanwhils, there were
three houses collapsed due fo
Sunday’s rain two of which
were I central Dethi and ohe

was reporied from north helhi

The rains also led to 33 cases
of frees falling,
WITH AGENCY INPUTS

DWARKA UNDERPASS 8 -1

3 W

n Paople wers stranded on roads due to waterlogging across the national capital on Sunday, Traffic pofice
compraints reganding wateriogging 2t various places in the city as

RAJ K RAJHT PHOTDS

oificials sald they received numerous
incessant rains lashed Dethi,
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Flood-hit in Leh
evacuated by -
Army, IAF c

lm; ANGOSE g :

The Army and IAF once
again came to the rescue of
peeple of Jammu and Kash. -
mir at a time when people
were frapped in flash floods
in Ladakh region. :

Personnel of the Army and
IAF rescued more than 400
people in flood-affectpd areas
by putting their lives fo risk,

Five years after the worst-

_ ever flash floods hit Leh o
the night of August 5, 2010,
heavy rain for a week lod o
# flood-like situation in
many parts of Ladakh.

All major rivers and their
fributaries  were flowing
ehove the danger mark and
iocal residents as well as
tourists, inchuding - foreign-
€%, were trapped,

TAF men in helicoplers res-
cued 21 British natiorials and

“one French national on
AugustBand 7. —~TNS
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TYPHOON SOUDELOR BATTERS TAIWAN, THREATENS CHINA

. ——— Chi saturday afte el iC B lines in Taiwan, where at east six

Tyshoon Soudelor balrelled towards maintand China on saturday aftel downing trees, traffic Hights and power X o
\:éjre sélled. four are missing and dozens injured. A total of 191 pecple were hurt in Tahwan and more than 3 miion hauseholds lost alectricity. ﬁ:mund

% 278 doreestic Hights were cancelled on Saturday, as well as at least 37 international Bights, The centre of tl}& st{‘)zm made landtalt in eastern Tgawar\
1 &:40 am on Saturday. By mit-morning, Seudelor was packing mavimuen sustained wisds of 162kmph, Taiwas's Central Weather Bureau sat .

Typ Saudelér moved twads Chla on Saturda N
¢ a1 v, weaker but still
packing a punch, after killing at least six people and i‘eavir}g a trait of
destruction in Taiwan. The typhoon ripped up trees and triggered fang-
slides in Taiwan, and knocked out power to 1.5 mlliion homes, - AFP
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The submerged Dharampur bus station after a cloud
burst in Mandt district of Himachal Pradesh on
Saturday. Four persons were feared dead as flash
#oods trigoered by a cloudhurst wrecked havac in

Bharampur on Saturday morning

- PH
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SHIMLA/DHARAMSALS, Four peo-
ple were kitted after a cloudburst
3¢ Dharampur town n Mandi
district of Himachal Pradeshon
Saturday morning.

Phuree people, incinding
two women, weye buried alive
when twe houses vollapsed
at Sakeraini village near
Tharamptt; 80 km froim Mandi,
early in the morning.

aThree bodies have heen
yotriaved from the debris,” said
Dharamptr sub divisional mag
istrate Vikram Mahajan, add-
ing that ohe person was washed
away in the fash food following
the cloudburst.

“Heayy rain in the area has
damaged roads, making remote
villages inaccessible. The extent
of damage is difficuli to gauge
at the moment,” he said,

DHARAMPLR BUS
THERMINAL FLOODED

The Sone rivalet, s iributary of
the Beas, turned into 2 torrent
following the cloudburst.

The swollen Sone swept away
foutr buses at the Dharampur s
stand and left the termingl sub-
mergerd. Nopassengers were inthe

fsegoan ( wesT )

% 4

Marnd: district on Saturday,

buses when the incident oceurred.

Nearly 10 peopis were strand:
e on the roof of the bus terpal-
nal, located on the Sone's left
hank, and efforis were ¢n fo
evacuate them.

D¥istrict officials wers, how
ever, finding i 4ifficult to reach
Dharampur as the area was cut
off due to the fash flood.

Mahajan said he was not
sure of the number of small
vehicles that could have heen
swept away in the Sash flood.

« The fiooded Son khud washed away the Bharampur bus stand in

i

HE PHOTD

HEAVY RAIN WARNING
Shimis meteorclogical centre
direcior Manmeohan Singh
said the state capital recorded
SO rainfall, while Mandi got
itmm withina short spanof &
foxw hours, Dharamsala recorded
s vainfail

s have issued warning of
heavy rain across the state on
Sunday and Monday, People
ara cantioned not to venture
near rivers or rivulets,” he
satd.
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Heavy rains
Belur

BENGALURY, DHNS: Heavy
r4ins lashed Hosapete and Belur
on Friday afternoon, while Mal-
nadregion received intermiten
rainfall,

i

Hosapetereceived heavy rainfall
for over ap hour late on Friday
afternvon, bringing muchnsed-
ed respite from the heat of the
pastfew days.

Several roadsin thetown were
waterlogped and fow-lying areas
were flooded, Drains were over-
flowingother places. Several vik
lages around the taluk received
cloudy.

Befur

Heavy rains fashed Behir and
surrowding areas on Friday af
ternoon, Without rains over the
lastone monih, cropsweredying
when it finafly poured.It had
rained continuotsly in the fast
12 days of June, but therewas no
rain throughout July.

There were a few drizzies
omce in awhile, but they were of
1o w5 to farmers. Friday's rain

4 brought some respite to the dv-
ingcrops.
Shi
Though intermittent raing
hed Malnad region, on Friday,
theintensity wasless when com:
paredrothe last few days.

The inflow of water was
16,958 cusecs and the outflow
was 2,317 cusecs.

Water fevel in Bhadra dam
rose to 165.9 fees against the
manimnum Jevel of 186 feer as
cafchment aresa received rain fall




w <Py e, i el

= g & i ewd g

P AREHERsE R W
w1 T A e e fir
S B AT A ey TS
¥ T e e de el
¥R Uz P o Rl v wad)
wwa wEE ¥ wa & swen
3t oEm 99 ¥ ww il d
wffr o e e and | aERE
35 vy P iR e R

witg 1 of 2 %y WA TR E
B wt Y ae P g
= i 7w B dangw ¥

'ﬁtmaaﬁf&c—cﬁ‘&maﬁm#
PR R % TR S W

| Y I 9, 9, e v w
Ty w8 e v T
st el 1w T e a
e w1 T N sl ¥ v

2t 7 fiowe o 1wl By
Foftr S 3 ot o vl R )

firell 33 B &
fapr

Mam A TR AR E R
e % i 8 9 0 R
ek sy g S dgm Em A
AT e S8 vy wonw
¥z B s e A g o,
gmw-ﬁm%m;%%

T Y e
16 ¥ & g B o g dt
A€ i T o O el W
5 e T o Bt g W
¥ v e ek o e oot v

o e we w=r e

4 i fe ek e B o
mﬁmmmm&mml

Hindustan Times { Dekhi )

N FldsHue g (e )
The Tribune { Chandigarh }
The Hindu { Chennat

giex ARiT

et 8 oot 3 o ot 4

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati }
The Times of india { Mumbai )
The Telegraph { Kolkata }

fRsegarmer ( azen )

R W o afm F ey e
Redafnd 2 =8 v A afin | !

| e o 3 v e

Mﬁmmmﬁmmﬁ :

ity e R R e I

W wdniind oy BN

mmmm&mmwm&mmmawm _

conld s e 2
el e RS T o Pt
ok ¥ vl =g ol vl B el

HvdmBaswRiway B

Sffem W) wid o ¥ i e
i e o vt et

w1 37 olm AWt daee
16 T T T S sl
Fov AR ¥ R G wd
s, W TR W T R
R o % oo A ol v P
| R B
ahy T it B AR wdk X
e R Bk ¥ e
R SR R R R S U
& eTE el

48

/"H
s & XU Ve Prsifaiaa orrsro ax F gaei@ia AEE/ arg Sassdl A

The Deccan Hearld { Bengluru
The Deccan Chronical { Hyderabad
Central Chronical { Bhopat )

Sinfalr 3 wiwFr ¥ awe
wmamg.

o el v o R e AR
p R aw el Rt e &
e 230 dew Y e @
R Rt dedan dimeiah
o | wity w SR wie v
?gmawm%&am

|

mm% o) 3@@: #
= B vPacd

i ﬁmf&%
o o & Mg B 53
et o RiPrre Yt o6 T o Mg I

S g

H




49

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati ]
The Times of India { Mumbai )}
The Telegraph { Kolkata )
fregae ( veen )

Hindustan Times { belhi ]
y et ersaon { et )
The Tribune { Chandigarh )
The Hindu { Chennai |

the Deecan Hearld { Bengluru |
The Dacean Chronical { Hyderabad )
Central Chronical{ Bhopat |

T o B wdt Tt

v ¥ i waga g ¥ EoEdsr ) t
Rt A TR b - H :
Y » s wifve o e il T oy T ;
* 4
1S el URS dieX EIS
w3, g i Ay T e % b R g iy B vl oeem TR g '
23;35{?1 Aodwm BT R W w9 e 23 R § O HERET | U 55-
e % o M Tt & s o w5 A B 22 W B o T ) wd T sogiamaaar
e v Fooe O R R o TR AT v R @ e B S e angvymgy e
48 31 e B B e AW G R WA e AW AR AR R e e ¥ wed W
B dd § vEw 5 B Y Um Vhmmdifed o wdidwmdn webEaRER 8 e A TR
e 1 sy e U W H A vawEm W feded S mmmmwﬁ e s 20 ST T A
wae a g & e ey dee B3 o ol o we ¥ g S wrm By o Red ﬁssm%ﬁw«r@#%aﬁ:%
e e 7w wd el i e &8 o g o O ol Eh R i RGO S
e e e e A A R W 200 W QR R AR T Tl o T SRR W s o e e v W
Rt rETr T Ew i dTmdmw AT E G e foen SRR A e e d S i e
oy 2 0 T S S AR A R R e, R TR o e o g
PReRrE 1 R Bren G Y R TR R R Re PR W O s i A 6
YhEmeEad? e var IR G0 E ot IR SN R A W RACRE T o o Sy e B
i vty deed s e s B ROEA T e e so B
atioR b ap Ay i G i R AU RRRFERTEAL oS e
- : P e i R am R W
Rl wedl e o S W R
ek 3wy T o Y W
e g wed o wed el
st St Dt mAl
e o i w I
e 23 B i et 1 e dR
TemwRaswa G
R S R TR R
& wae Am 3l T R
Hlee W 4 Rl ¥ s
Y o g A e 3
vt it deg e A g wiw
it ek o vk ¥ TR
v kR Al g
kel _

‘o A e aRu ¥t B TR o w
w ey | M g emmdd
wediTdnded | st RwEaRy




o

Hindusian Times { Delhi )
STsET s ( Pl )
The Tribune { Chandigarh }

D/Thé'?-tindu { Chennai }

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELM:; Noting that the
public trusts central agencies
iike CBI, the Supreme Court
on Friday said it may consider
referting bo 1 larger bench Ta-
mif Nadu's plea to have Cen-
’ tral security forces guard the
disputed Mullaperiyar - dam
premises.

A three-judge bench led by
Chief Justice of Tndia H.l.
Datty made the preliminary
remark while aflowing Tamil
Nadiu time to file arejoinder to
| Kerals's position against re-
[placing its State police with
! the Central forces at the dam
! site.Inaresponse to Tamil Na-
: gy in the Supreme Court, Ker
! ala had raised doubts about
¢ the "reliability” of an Intelli-

gence Bureau report of Sep-
! tember 2014 that the dam was
. vulnerable to terror attacks.
I This report was referred to
. by Tamil Nadu to butiress ity
! case for centrat forces for the

50
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TN plea in Mullaperiyar case
may be referred to larger Bench

. Tamil Nadyu has been allowed to file rejoinder to

Kerala’s stand against replacing State police,

— FILE PHOTO

dam, which is now protected
by the Kerala Police,

This report s also the basis
of the Tamil Nadu Chief Sec-
retary’s letter to the Ministry
of Home Affairs on May 12,
2015 for the deployment of a
“professional securily force”
Jske the Central Industrial Se-
eurity Force or the Central
Reserve Police Force instead
of the Kerala Police to police

the dam and its appurtenant
struciures.

1n an affidavit, Keralasaid it
has already established a sep-
arate police station dedicated
to provide round- the-clock se-
curity to the dam and the Peri-
yar water-spread. )

rthe State of Kerala as
precautionary measure does
not intend o take any risk at
all” Kerala's affidavit said.
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Rain throws life out

of gear in Una

A house finoded with water afier heavy rain in Una on Friday.
PHOTOS: RAJESH SHARMS, '

Oun CORRESPONDENT

UNA, AUGUSTY

Hain continued for about -

four hours this roraing
disrupting nermal life in
various parts of the dis-
triet. The Weather Depart-
ment said the precipiia-
tion was 117.4, 145.7 and
32.1 millimetres in Una,
Amb and Bangana subdi-
vistons, respectively.

A aumber of link roads
in the rural areas were
Blocked, while a number
of houses and other estab-

lishzments were badly
damaged. The low-lying
areas in Una, including
Friends Colony Officers
Colony and Mini-Secre-
tariat, were flooded.
Reports of damage fo
public property have also
been received from
Jhalers, Kariuhi, Katohar
and Andaura viliages.

Deputy  Cominissioner
Abhishek Jain said the offi.
cers concerned had been
directed {o ascertain the
extent of damage due o
heavy rains.

3 die, 2 missing in

Mandi cloudburst

FRONE B
A regident of Langair pan-
?haya’zg}ewas reported miss.
g, rain also damaged
Several roads in the area. Dis-
Irictofficials struggled fo reach
Dharampur as roads remained
at severat places,
The Deputy Commissioner
said the district administra.
tion had launched z relief
aﬂszv rescue operation,
cral refief teams had
reached Dharampur o over.
see the operation, he said. The
tarpauing, blankets, clothing,
essential medicines, ete,
Those affected were being
compenzated, he added,

PP T

{&dgﬁtianal Deputy Com-
nussioner Rigved Thakuy
was coordinating with the
relief feams at the district
headquarters. Three teamns
of the Animal Husbandry
I}epartmentwjthm{ief maie-
rial had been dispatched to
assess the loss caused to the
Hvestock, he added.

The DCsaid he had received
reports from other parts of the
district of damage caused by
hgavy rain. A house at Syaj
village in Karsog subdivision,
one house in the Balichowld
area, four houses at Kundi vil
Igeof Jogindernagar and two
cowsheds in Sundernagar
were datmaged.
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Water crisis looms as KRS
level is 2nd lowest in 10 yr's

Scanty rain in catchment areas leaves farmers wOrried

MANDYA: The water levelin
the KRS reservolr in Sriran-
gapatna taluk of the district
has plummeted to its second
owest for August 5 inthe
fast decade, heightening
farmers worries,

The storage thistime- 105.21
feet - is the lowest barving the
level in the veservoir in 2002,
when it recorded 79.3 feet on
this day. The dam had almaost
filled 1o its brins in five of the
{ast 10 years by August 5. The
water storage in the reservoir
now is just abeut half of s ca-
pacity of 49,45 tme ft,

The present storage is only
27 e f. Of this, four tme i is
dead storage and foar tme & s
reserved for drinking purposes.
Thas Jeaves only 19 tme ft for ie-

rigation.

I.astycar the outflow on Au-
gust 5 was 49,964 cusecs and
the outflow 9,758 cusees, This
vear, the inflow is just 780
cusecsand the outflow is 5,064
cusecs.

"The water level - which was
109.8 on July 24 - had raised
hopes among the people that
it would reach the maximum

ﬁﬂ' isis lnerns arge

ra zmﬁnue playhtdeandseek
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level soon. However, inade-
guate rains in the catchment
areas of the dam in later days
reduced the inflow into the
reservoir and brought down
the damlevel,

Praring July, water was re-
leased to Tarnil Nadu, given the
decent storage, But the water
release was stopped after the
inflow decreased.

Howeves, there &s some good
news on the farming front as
release of water to the canals
has led to sowing of paddy on
60,000 hectares (ha) and sug-
ar cane on 35,000 ha Cultiva-
ton of rags, vepetables and ser-
icwdture activities have also
picked up pace.

The water crisis in the Cag-
very basin is likely to intensify

R

Water level as
on August 5
YEAR WATER LEVEL
NFT)
2006 12470
2007 121.33
L2008 11620
. 2009 124.7¢
2010 107.40
2011 119.80
2012 7530 .
2013 12325
2014 121.50
| 10821
mthe coming days if the prisme
carchment areas like Kodagu

districtand Wavanad in Kerala
do not receive enough rains in
the days to come.

N may place demand
As per the award of the Cau-
very Water Disputes Tribunal,
the State has to release 50 tme
ft of water to Tamil Nadu and
40} it Septesnber, :
However, the fow storage in
the KRS dam and the events-

'VA JEGOWDA,
E ENGINEER,
RESERVOIR: The

storage in KRS is less.
But water is being re-

Ieased to the fields
through canals, There
are stifl chances of the
reservolr filling up.

GBI LB HE

ailty of the dry spell continuing
could lead to the neighbouring
state raising the demand for
waer.

The average raisfall in July
in Mandya districtis 49.5 mum,
but this time the rainfall has
been only 8.9 mm. The area
under cultivation isonly 15 per
cent. As many as 34 farmers
have commisted suicide in the
district so far due to debt bur-
den and fall in prices of their
produce. The fadl in storage of
KRS could ondy compound the
problems of the farmers, who
fear a drought-like situation.
DH News Service






