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'ugar ‘muddle

1 c1a1 crisis that seems real The banks’ move to put the
e “caution list” for ﬁmngborromng limitsis clearevi-
“‘dence of that. Excess supplies have dragged ex- factory sugar prices

£ below producnon cost, leadmg to an accumulation of cane price arrears of €180
- billion. Thebulkof these are accountedfor bysugarmﬂls inUttar Pradesh, which
; *have to mcur a relauvely ingh cost for sugamane procurernenr.because of the

e Gentre); mandatory addm : ':c for. sucrose
& xecovery in excess of 10 per cent; and cash dole 0f35.50. rqumtal of cane used
F; ‘by themills. Other steps Wthh canalso directly or tacitly spur hlgher output of
- sugarcaneandits crushing by the mills include permitting: du'ect conversion of.
| canejuice into ethanol instead of using only the byproducts for this purpose;
. fiscal incentives for setting up more distilleries; and creation ofa3million-tonne
-~ sugarbuffer. T goVernmenthas also doled out an elaborate pack-
es;to continue their -operations. All this amounts
ptoms ratherthan curing the disease.
The r&lsolutwn for thesugar muddle lies in letting the production of both
sugarcane and sugar move in tandem with the requirement, or demand, of sug-
udn and export. Thiswould tend to stablhse pnces and
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i tame the permca
;; tiveis ouﬂmede g
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h.trast to the traditional impo
i . palmoil (crudepalmoﬂ 1d
. refined oil or RBD) directly from
Indonesxa and Malaysia.
- Domestic producers say thisisa
b breach of the riiles on origin which
mandates 80 per cent of value addi-
| tion under the Safta agreement.
' They have met officials in I
5 Union finance ministry

pati in the negative or barred hst of

{suchimport.
{ “Cheapimport ofrefined oils. and
| vanaspati from Ssfta member coun-

| tries ‘are resulting in distorted

domestlc refined oil prices, leading
. to pressure on crop prices and in
i turn hurting farmers® income. !
- government also stands to lose rev-

nnport of soft 011 m May and June

] nt respecnvely, of total vegetable

oilimport 0f1.25 million tonnes and
1.01mt. In earlier months the aver-

il import was 32-33 pe
On March 1, the Government of

India mcreasedthennportduty on
CPO from 33 per cent to 484 per

cent. Subsequently, on June 14, duty
on soft oils was increased to 38,5 per

- cent. The move was undertaken to
 help farmers. But, prices of soybean,
- for example, have declined by 64
) trade cur-
_ rently at33,538 a quintal. Sunflower

er cent since April,

. Total Share {%)

onth

~{mn tonne) Palm 0il Soft il |

1ed by 37 per
Nt 10 23 900 agtl since April. ¢
- “Atthe current tariff value of $613

- atonne for refined palmolein, the

. amount of customs duty works out
ta from the SEA shows the,ﬁ',
Indore price of refined soybean oil
- stands at¥74,500 atonne, while the
-same oil imported from Bangladesh = |
_at zero duty at $930 works out to :
363,742 atonne or cheaper by about

224 957 2 tonne. The current

11,000 a tonne,” said Davish Jain,

: . chalrman, Soybean Processors’
. Asso<:1at10n :

- The industry contends that
traders in neighbouring countries, :
‘primarily in Bangladesh, have been
“under-invoicing imported vegetable
oil from the primary prodicing

cent of value add1
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TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

; kuchAMKHANNA s
| g0

| CHANDIGARH,AUGUST9

¢ The Punjab Government may

- haveputon hold the release of
i newtubewell connections,but
| the dramatic rate of fall in‘the
ground water level is likely to
continue unabated as the
existing tubewells  annually-
 draw one and ahalfhmes the :

amount of recharge

canals or dependent on ram

o These are the ﬁndmgs ofa

. new study, published in the
form of a book, ‘Emergmg

~ Water Insecurity in India:

- Lessons’ from an Agricultural-
' ly Advanced State”, written by
‘eminent agro-economist RS
| Ghuman and Rajeev Sharma.
The study has calculated
- that overall the state is draw-
| ing 49 per cent more water
: 'thanlsbemgrechargedm the

~ ground from rain or natural  An
~drawing districts are Barnala
(94 per cent more than the
- recharge), Fatehgarh Sahib

= andmanmade water bodies.
. The highest draft, of more
. than double the recharge, is

! happening in four districts — -

‘Sangrur, Jalandhar
¢ Kapurthala and Moga, main-

‘ gfj'-,smdy".pamts outthatin

1970-74, Punjab had 1. 92
lakh tubewells; which -
increased to 1_4 14 la kh

by 2015-16.
- EThe restilt was that between
© 71996 and 2016, the ground
~ water level in different dis-
. tricts declined between -

6and 22 metres. .

ly in the central plain zone,

- where paddy is the main crop
- during the kharif Season.

 Among the other high-

(91%), Patiala (89%), Ludhi-
ana (62%), and Faridkot (60%).
CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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he collapsed roof of a house after a flash flood at Kodencheri. eri

: red alert has been sound—’
~ ed ahead of the impending
,.Telease of Water from the

- Periyar river, flowing nearby.
- The Kerala State Electricity

et s >

“been opened m an ‘unprece—

arts of the state have
view of the poss;ble vmunda-

‘Tdukki reservoir, the 1argest >
farch damin Asm 7
The mcessantrams also dlS-

Tupted landing operations at
the international airport in
Kochi for nearly two hours in

- Idukki dam, 1ssued the red

Board, ’Whlch ‘maintains the
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Rising water level in the Periyar river led to flooding in Aluva area of Kochi. Prashant Chandran

22 killed as rain pounds Kerala

24 dams opened, Kochi airport suspends arrival operations for 3 hours as water levels rise

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM,
AUGUST9

TWENTY-TWO PEOPLE were
killed and several others went
missing in different incidents of
landslides and flood triggered by
the latest bout of monsoon,
which has left a trail of destruc-
tionin central and northern dis-
tricts of Kerala since Wednesday.

As many as 24 reservoirs, in-
cluding the largest one in Idukki,
were opened, flooding several
parts of the state. Even after lift-
ing the shutters, water levels
continued to rise in Idukki and
Edamalayar dams in central

Kerala. Asmany as 8,000 people
have been shifted to relief camps
in the worst-affected districts of
Ernakulam, Idukki, Palakkad,
Kozhikode, Wayanad and
Malappuram.

In Idukki district, 11 people,
including five of a family, were
buried alive in three incidents
when a huge mass of land caved
inon their houses early Thursday
morning. In Malappuram district,
five members of a family were
killed in a landslide. Three peo-
ple were killed in another land-
slide in Wayanad district. Two
people were killed in Kannur and
one in Kozhikode, an MHA
spokesperson said.

After reviewing the situation,

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
told the media that the govern-
ment has sought the help of
Army, Navy and Air Force for res-
cue operations in the state, which
is facing an unprecedented mon-
soon fury in recent history.

A column of Territorial Army
has been moved from Kannur to
Wayanad district, where the dis-
trictadministration hasissued a
red alert due to the flood situa-
tion. One column each of the
Army are camping in
Malappuram and Kozhikode.
More units of the Army's engi-
neering wing from Coimbatore
and Secunderabad would reach
various district on Thursday
night. The Air Force, Navy and

Coast Guard have launched their
helicopters for rescue opera-
tions, said the Chief Minister.
Around noon on Thursday,
the Kochi international airport
partially suspended its arrival
operations for three hours after
water level in a tributary of
Periyar, flowing near the runway,
rose alarmingly. Several low-ly-
ingareas of Aluvain Ernakulam,
whichis feared to face the brunt
of flood water from Idukki and
Edamalayar dams, were already
inundated on Thursday.
Drinking water supply was af-
fected in many parts of Kochi and
suburbanareas due to high turbid-
ity in Periyar river. In some pump
houses, power supply has been

disconnected for safety reasons.

The Met department or
Thursday predictec
heavy to very heavy rainfall ove
the next three days in Kerala
Nilambur in Malappuram
recorded exceptionally heavy
rainin the last 24 hours.

Meanwhile, Tamil Nadt
Chief Minister K Palaniswami or
Thursday announced a contribu-
tion of Rs 5 crore to Kerala as ¢
mark of support to the neigh-
bouring state.



News item/letter/article/editorial published on ﬂf ﬂg‘ ﬁﬂ/g in the

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.
_Indian Express

Tribune
Hindustan (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

The Hindu

Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

M.P.Chronicle
Aaj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duhiya (Hindi)

The Times of India (A)

Business standard

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

Why for only third time, Idukki dam is open

A I RN NN ST S B S T TS S

SHAJU PHILIP
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM AUGUSTQ

FOR ONLY the third time since the Idukki
dams system in Kerala was commissioned in
1975, one of the five shutters at Cheruthoni
was opened Thursday (the earlier occasions
were in 1981 and 1992) after water in the
reservoir rose t02,399.04 ft, precariously close
toits full storage level of 2,403 ft. Even aftera
discharge of 50 cubic metres per second, the
reservoir has continued to rise, and the dis-
charge will be increased to 100 cubic metres
per second from 7 am Friday.

Rain and reservoir

The lake sprawls across Kerala's lifeline
Periyar river,and was created by the archdam
of Idukki, and the smaller Cheruthoni and
Kulamavu dams. Incessant rain since the on-
set of the monsoon has left Idukki and other
reservoirs downstream brimming. While
Keralaasawhole hasreceived 15% excessrain,
Idukki district got 41% excess until August 8.

Full and overflowing

The Idukki arch dam has no shutters. The
Kulamavu dam has penstock pipes that carry
water to an underground power station at
Moolamattam 43 km away. The water from
the reservoir is used to run six generators
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with a total installed capacity of 780 MW.
Shutters of Cheruthoni dam are opened
when the damreaches full reservoir level. At
Panamkutty downstream from Cheruthoni,
a tributary of the Periyar called Mudira-
puzhayar joins the flow from the dam. At
Kallarkutty on the Mudirapuzhayar stands a

power generation dam with a storage of 457
ft above sea level — this dam is currently
overflowing, boosting the flow in the Periyar.
Alittle ahead stands the Lower Periyar dam,
which, too, is overflowing.

Further onitsjourney towards the sea, the
Periyar is joined by a.tributary called

Edamalayar, which has a dam by the same
name. The shutters of Edamalayar dam were
opened Thursday. Next along the route is the
Bhoothathankettudamin Ernakulam district.
The Periyar then winds its way through Kalady
and Aluvaon the lastleg of its journey to drain
into the Arabian Sea 24 km north of Kochi.
Another branch of the river flows from Aluva
to Kochi’s Udyogamandal before merging
with the backwaters.

Threat to Kochi airport

In its journey to the sea, the Periyar
comes within 2 km of Kochi’s international
airport, the runway of which was built af-
ter reclaiming a paddy field. A stream
called Chengalthodu drains water from the
airport into the Periyar. When the
Edamalayar dam was opened in 2013, wa-
ter had flooded the runway; fears that the
rising - Periyar -would also  lift the
Chengalthodu led to operations at the air-
port being suspended temporarily
Thursday afternoon.

A first this monsoon

On both earlieroccasions, the Idukki dam
was opened in October, during the northeast
monsoon. This is the first southwest mon-
soon that has seen the dam being opened,
and when the Edamalayar dam too, has been
opened.
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- South dams aflush, north drier

Countrywide storage close to average for hélf\;vay stage of SW monsoon, east reservoirs too doing well

N =r T e e S S S e

SOWMIYA ASHOK i
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 9 - |

Water in reservoirs

2553 B 5 s - .
THE OPENING of five shutters of the Iduki Thein — ' As percentage of live capacity at full reservoir level
reservoirs system Thursday underlined a I3 mAs of May 31,2018

generous monsoon that has descended on PongDam.

South India this year. Of the 22 reservoirs that - ’ l : i & Asof August 9,2018

have more than 90% of total live storage ca- 6 36 s ; i

pacity, 17 are in Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Gobind Sagar [F e 2 61

Nadu, with the rest in Maharashtra (4) and L.__l Saiiseae Tehri

Tripura (1). Among those with the lowest : B 52

storage is the Sardar Sarovar Dam in Gujarat, Ei B poal i 2 ™

which has 1% of total live capacity, according 3243 o e, o 3 ¥ o,

to the latest update Thursday. Rana Pratap Sagar ———— T TR R 1 27 d
Figures released by the Central Water e i oA

Commission (CWC)show that the country’s

91 major reservoirs have a total of 77.554 bil-

lion cubic metres (BCM) stored in themn. This 01
is 48% of their total storage capacity, 5% over

the storage at the same period last year, and Sardar Sarovar — 2
98% of the average storage of the last 10 years i
at the corresponding period.

Of the five regions, the northern, western
and central regions are not as well placed as
the eastern and southern regions. The central
region with 12 reservoirs includes states such
as Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradeshand Chattisgarh. The Indian Express has
reported earlier that monsoon patterns across
this region, specifically in UP and Bihar, saw
“deficit” or “large deficit" levels of rainfall in the
first 50 days of this monsoon period. Of the dis-
tricts that the Met department has recorded
rainfall data for, many are in UP and Bihar.

Outofthe 91 reservoirs, 65 currently have
more than 80% of normal storage and 26 have
below 80%. The CWC figures show that the
basins of the Krishna, the west flowing rivers
of South Godavari, the Mahanadi and Cauvery
appear to be doing well, while the Indus, Tapi,
Sabarmatiand Narmada are deficient.

Himanshu Thakkar from the South Asia
Network on Dams, River and People ob-
served: “In the Cauvery basin, rainfall is 3%
below average and yet all the reservoirs are
full. This could be signs of catchment degra- :
dation. Historically, this has not happened,
dams are not full during the southwest mon- —
soon. The catchment is the capacity to hold 38
rainfall which requires forests, local water Tungabhadra
bodies and wetlands.” Thakkar says that this > -
could be anindication thatall is not well with
the area surrounding the dams. “The rest of
the monsoon also does not look promising.”
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Source: Central Water Commission
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) y A
. Secretary P.H, Kurian, was
et up at the State Secretariat

rsenmg “floods, the g

ernment requested theser-
. Co ayanad to rescue tribal fa-

ies :stranded 3:)y wfhev

> Wayanad Kozh&ode,i\rla’lap- i
 puram, Palakkad and Idukki Army units from Bengaluru
districts, reglsteredthelugh- 0 Kochi and Kozhikode,
est rainfall s
- Following amquestfrom i n'ansportedbyroad; :
“the State ‘government, two zth TI pms)
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