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Water was released from Karanja dam followmg heavy ra|ns |n several parts of Bldar dIStI‘ICt

onh Saturday. DH PHOTO

BIDAR/KALABURAGI: After a
lull, rains resumed in several
parts of Bidar district on Satur-
day.

Weather remained cloudyin
the morning in Bidar. Light
drizzle in the afternoon inten-
sified to heavy showers and
lashed the district throughout
day.

Several hoblis including
Kamthana, Bagdal and Nirna
and villages including Bangur,
Barur and other hamlets which
fall under the catchment area
of Karanja dam received heavy
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rainfall leading to major inflow
into the reservoir. Heavy rain-
fall was also reported in Zaheer-
abad region of Telangana
which is located in the catch-
ment area.

According to Karanja dam
authorities, out of six sluice
gates, four of them were
opened and at least 3,000
cusecs of water was released
into the Karanja river. The
reservoir is full and overflowing
for the pastfewdays.

Kalaburagi district received
light rain on Saturday after-
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Rains lash Bidar, Kalaburagi dists

noon, while intermittent rains
continued to lash Kalaburagi

ity. Chincholi taluk also re-
ceived good rainfall. Due to
heavy rains at Humnabad taluk
in the neighbouring Bidar dis-
trict, inflow into the lower Mul-
lamari scheme’s Naagaraal

dam in the taluk increased and ?

water was released from the
dam.

" As much as 3,000 cusecs of
water has been released from
the dam. Rains also inundated
vast tracts of land.

DH News Service
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dams, will report to SC by Oct 17

].

BENGALURU: The Central
team, which is on a two-day

~ visit to the state for study-

i

ing ground realities in Cau-

. very basin, toured Mandya,
Hassan and Kodagu dis-

T - R

|

e

i

+ tricts on Saturday.

The team, headed by Cen-
tral Water Commission chair-
man G S Jha, obtained infor-

- mation on the inflow and

outflow at the Krishnaraja
Sagar reservoir in Mandya dis-
trict. It also visited the water
measurement centre in KRS
and collected details about wa-

| ter storage.

Speaking to reporters after
visiting the Hemavathi dam in

| Gorur, Hassan district, Jha
| said that the team had got a
i picture of the water problem.
| He said that the committee
i would submit its report to the
| Supreme Court before Octo-

ber17.
Law Minister T B Jayachan-
dra, who met G S Jha at Gorur

dam, explained to the latter

about the deficient rainfall in
the command area.

He said that there was more
than 60% deficient rains dur-

1 ing August and September

and crops had withered away
due to lack of water. The min-
ister said that Hassan district
-had been reeling under
drought for the past two con-

— -~ o m e R e e wh— .

Central Water Commission Chalrman GS Jha mspects water
level in Hemavathi dam in Gorur, Hassan district, on Satur-
day. Ministers A Manju, T B Jayachandra and MLA H D Re-
vanha are seen. bH PHOTO

secutive years.

“Of the 177 tanks in the
Hemavathi command area,
108 have no water at all while
31 have only 50% water. Thir-
ty-eight tanks have a storage
of 10% to 25%,” the minister
explained.

The team conducted aerial
survey of waterbodies in Tu-
makuru district after visiting
Gorur dam in Hassan district.

A sub-committee of the
team visited Harangi reservoir

= .

near Kushalnagar in Kodagu.
The members of the panel ob-
tained information about the
rainfall in the last five years
during October, November
and December.

The reservoir officials ap-
prised the team of the defi-
cient rainfall and the plight of
farmers in the catchment
area.

Farmers unaware
Farmers could not meet the

''''''''

Govt’s presentatlon on ground real|ty

A presentation about the water crisis in the Cauvery basin
was made to the Central team in Bengaluru.

It was pomted out that while the total storage in the four
reservoirs in the Cauvery basin stood at 32.05 tmcft of
which 23.44 tmcft was required for drinking water alone.
However, the expected inflow till May next year was only

15.17 tmcft.

The state government tried to impress upon the team that
Bengaluru, Mysuru and surroundmg towns were dependent
on water from the reservoirs in the Cauvery basin till May

next year.

Chief Secretary Subhash Chandra Khuntia, top officials of ~
‘'the Bengaluru Water Supply and Sewerage Board and other
water distribution agencies of the government were present |

gl Ryl ks I, SR NI T ferre

at the presentation.
Water requirement
CITY/TOWN WATER REQUIREMENT

(Oct 1, 2016 to May 31, 2017)

= Bengaluru 12.458 tmcft

s Mysuru 4.483 tmcft

m Towns, cities and villages 6.503 tmcft
Total 23.444 tmcft

O O

team as they had no informa-
tion about the visit.

The eight-member team
comprising representatives

from Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Kar-

nataka and Puducherry is
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studying the ground realities
in the Cauvery basin on the di-
rections of the Supreme
Court. It is scheduled to visit
Tamil Nadu on Sunday.

DH News Service
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MORNING RAIN
ALERT IN CITY

& A ORREY Mivinmsd e 0 ot BV CORRESPONDENT

The state received mo-
derate rain on Satur-
day under the intlu-
ence of an upper air
trough. The city
received 1 cm rain.
The weather bureau
put out a heavy rain-
fall warning till 8.30
am on Sunday.
s Ty S s N SRR Barkas and Chand'
e e rayangutta recorded
e N T R WO SOV o TR moderate rain at 3.30
T e e ey, am. Panjagutta, Be-
_ e e M it oot SO RGeS R gump et, S ecunde-
A two-wheeler rider falls into a poo! of stagnating rabad and Nampally
rain water at Malakpet on Saturday. She sustained received heavy rain in
minor injuries. — P. SURENDRA the evening. -

------
______
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entral Water Commission Chairma
inspects a paddy field in Mandya district on Friday. DH PHOTO

CWC team visits Mandya

MANDYA, DHNS: The high-
level technical team of the
. Central Water Commission
(CWC) visited Mandya dis-
trict on Friday to take stock
of the ground reality in the
- Cauvery basin.
" The team obtained informa-
-~ tion from the experts and local
-~ engineers accompanying them
- and gathered all details.
. While the farmers explained
' their plight in Kannada, officials
. from the state translated it into
Hindi and English for the team
" members. The team, which
 toured the district in two heli-
" copters, landed at the helipad
at Huligerepura Gate in Mad-
'~ durtaluk and proceeded further
~onroad.

The team collected bunches
of transplanted paddy at a farm-
land in Hemmanahalli. MLA
D C Thammanna explained
about the water problem, de-
pleting water table, failed
borewells and others. The team
captured the withering crop on
their cameras and tablets.

Speaking to media persons
in Maddur, Jha said that he
found farmers of the district
were in distress. “We have lis-
tened to the farmers and have
personally inspected the fields.
The team will visit Hemavathy
dam and Harangi dam on Sat-
urday and later conduct the -
spection in Tamil Nadu. A re-
port would be submitted to the
court,” he added. |
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Cauvery basin, meets

TN, K’taka officials
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BENGALURU: A high-level techni-
cal team set up by the Centre
to gauge the Cauvery-basin
situation down south reached
Bengaluru on Friday and held
a meeting with top government
officials of Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry;

Karnataka water resources
minister MB Patil apprised the
eight-member panel headed
by Central Water Commission
chairperson GS Jha about the
situation in the land drained by
the 802km river, whose sharing
of water has been a matter of
prolonged conflict between the
peninsular states.

“We will check the availabili-
ty of water in various reservoirs
in the two states and submit our
report to the Supreme Court,”
Jha said after the meeting.

“Karnataka has submitted a

memorandum on the availabil-

ity of water and the prevailing
ground situation.”

The visiting team is set to
conduct aerial survey of res-
ervoirs in the Cauvery for a
week from now. The members
will also visit the Krishna Raja
Sagar, Harangi, Kabini and
Hemavati reservoirs over the
next two days amid Karnataka’s
refusal to implement a Supreme
Court direction to release 6,000
cusecs of water to neighbouring
Tamil Nadu, creating a major
judicial stand-off.

The committee was formed
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Fall in Mettur mﬂo

THE VISITING EXPERTS
TEAM WILL CONDUCT
AERIAL SURVEY Or
RESEﬁVOiRS !N THE

in the wake of a review petition
Karnataka filed with the apex
court, asking the Centre toset up
such a body to assess the ground
situation in the Cauvery basin
areas of the two states.

The team will first survey
the basin areas of Maddur
in Karnataka’s Mandya dis-
trict before heading to the
Krishnaraja Sagar Dam. The
members will later head for
Tamil Nadu.

After assessing the situation
of Cauvery water in both the
states, the team will submit a

“report to the Supreme Court

on October 17.

The Supreme Court has
directed Karnataka to release
2,000 cusecs of water daily for
12 days from October 7.

“The team’s aim 1is to dis-
tribute water between the two
states in a judicious manner.
We will be visiting the entire
command within the shortest
possible time,” Central Water
Commission chief Jha said.

Minister Patil said the team
would do a fair job after look-
ing into the ground realities like
availability of water and assess
the requirement.

(WITH AGENCY INPUTS)
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SALEM: There was once again

a steep fall in the realisation

of water at Mettur Dam on
Friday. |

The dam received inflow
of 4,013 cusecs on Wednes-
day and 4,615 cusecs on

! Thursday, reviving the hopes

- days

of the farmers of ‘delta dis-
tricts. However, the joy of the
farmers did not lost long as
the inflow dipped to 2,718
cusecs on Friday.

The Supreme Court a few
ago had directed
Karnataka government to re-

lease 2,000 cusecs water for

12 days from October 7 - 18,
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Fear of
heavy
showers on
last 2 days

OUR BUREAU

Oct. 7: Calcutta and its sur-
rounding areas could receive
more rainfall over the Puja
days because of a cyclonic cir-
culation that has travelled to
the Bengal-Odisha border
from the Bay of Berigal and is
likely to move more into land.

Calcutta today experi-
enced intermittent rainfall,
with the sky remaining over-
cast through the day More
showers have been forecast
over the next few days.

Weather officials said the
amount of rainfall predicted
could come down on Navami
and Dashami (Monday and
Tuesday) only if the cyclonic
circulation did not make land-
fall and stayed put over the
Bay of Bengal.

The Met department has
predicted rainfall only during
the day until Ashtami. On
Navami and Dashami, it
might rain in the evening and
at night too.

This newspaper had re-
ported yesterday that the cy-
clonic circulation was expect-
ed to reach the Odisha border
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Wet alert: more rain forecast 1

A murky sky and a rain-soaked street could not dampen the spirits of pandal-hoppers in south Calcutta on Sashthi.
Picture by Bishwarup Dutta

today before taking a north-
west trajectory and moving to-
wards the Bengal coast by
Sunday:

The circulation, however,
gained more speed than antici-
pated and reached Odisha last
night itself. By today, it had
started moving towards the
Bengal coast.

The initial forecast had
been light rainfall on Sashthi,
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Saptami and Ashtami, which
has now changed to light to
moderate showers from to-
MmOrrow.

A rainfall of at least 34dmm
is described as moderate.

“There might be light to
moderate rainfall on Saptami
and Ashtami. But when the
circulation makes landfall, the
rain will increase. Some parts
of Calcutta could receive

S N ———— R —

light

heavy showers on Navami and
Dashami,” said G.K. Das, the
director of the India Meteoro-
logical Department, Calcutta.

Sashthi was peppered with
intermittent rain
through the day Some areas
like Dum Dum and Ajaynagar,
off EM Bypass, experienced
heavy rain.

“l was near Manohar-
pukur Road to see the pandal

of Tridhara Akalbodhan in
the afternoon when it began to
rain heavily My sister and I
feared the rain would spoil our
pandal-hopping but thankful-
ly, it stopped after a while,”
said Indrani Mitra.

The rain could not dampen
the spirits of Puja revellers as
lakhs descended on the streets
in the evening, umbrellas in
hand.
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= Pune: The monsoon’s retreat

fromthestatemaybedelayed by
a fortnight. The process of with-
drawal across the country got
delayed due to continuous rain
in the latter haif of September:

The India Meteorological
Department (IIMD) has forecast
more rainfall in parts of north-
west and central India, inclu-
ding Maharashtra, for a brief
span, which may postpone the
withdrawal from northIndiaby
a few days. But officials said
conditions seem favourable for
withdrawal from some more
parts of northwest India in the
next 48 hours.

IMD additional director-ge- '
neral of meteorology B Mukho- -

padhyay told TOI the monsoon

arrived 10 days late, so its exit

too has got delayed by as many

The Assam Tribune
\,/The Times cof India
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IMD forecasts more rain, says monsoon

direction across

| of continuous Telangana and
L%\ cyclonic Maharashtra,
B | circulation over towards Gujarat
Bk westcentralBay  , concaquent
b\ of Bengal off continuation of
Sy Andhra coast easterly flow
BRI > Movement over entire
of weather central India and

Bl systems in
A latest satellite image | westerly

days. “We still have a lot of eas-
terly influence in lower levels of

- the north Indian plains, which

is not a sign of withdrawal. Ut-

" tar Pradesh and Rajasthan have

got rains in the past few days,
which is why the monsoon has
not withdrawn from several

areas in northwest Indiasofar

northern plains
of country

Western disturbances are still
triggering rain in north India.
But conditions are favourable
for a further retreat of the so-
uthwest monsoon from more
parts of northwest India in the
next 48 hours. The monsoon
may begin withdrawing from

Maharashtra after a week or

may withdraw from state after a week

image courtesy: IMD

SOME RHSONS FOR THE DELAY

#| > Development

so,” said Mukhopadhyay,

-~ The retreat began from a
small portion of west Rajast-
han on September 15, though
the normal date for the process
tobegin is September1.

The normal date for monso-
on withdrawal from central Ut-
tar Pradesh, west Madhya Pra-
desh, parts of central Maha-
rashtra, Konkan and Goa 1s Oc-
tober1.

Mahesh Palawat, chief me-
teorologist, Skymet weather
services, said

north Konkan and Goa,
north central Maharashtra and
adjoining south Gujaratmayre-
ceive rainfall till October 9. Af-
ter October 11, monsoon with-
drawal from parts of India will
be quick, especially from the
northern plains, and central
parts, including parts of north
Maharashtra and Gujarat.
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AHMEDABAD. DHNS: After a

monsoon season, Gujarat has
been getting good rain in the
last three days with the total

levels reaching 88% of its aver-

age.
Saurashtra has already re-
ceived 95.26% of the average

monsoon rain, while South Gu-

jarat got 88.10%. North Gu-

- jarat recorded 81.27% and

—_- fET—— T

-

-

Kutch reported 76.45% of rain.

Seventy-nine of the 220

- taluks in the state received

heavy rain in the last 24 hours,

with Bhachau in Kutch getting

more than 177 mm downpour.

Several areas in Saurashtra, in-
cluding Rajkot and Lalpur in

— e il e arml e i e mmem s m o memmrmm— ——— = s o= . =

sl

Rain brings resplte to

Jamnagar, recorded s152 mm,. :

while Junagadh, Vanthali and
Suigam got 127 mm rain.

In all, eight taluks received

more than 76mm of rain and
42 have received more than 25
mm.

Impact
Such is the impact of the rains
that a 10-km traffic jam has
been reported on Bharuch-An-
kleshwar national highway on
late Wednesday evening. Wa-
terlogging was also reported in
several areas of Baroda, Surat
and other cities.

According to state disaster

management control centre,
state administration has put 44

out of the 203 dams on hlgh
alert since water levelsinthese -
dams have crossed 90% of their
storage capacity.

Damsonalert
‘Seven dams have been put on
alert and 15 more are on the
verge of being put under alert
category due to high water in-
flow

Storage level in Narmada
Dam, considered as Gujarat’s
lifeline, has crossed the 122 me-

tre mark. The dam overflows,

at 138 metres and has spilled
over twice this monsoon sea-
son. | |

Heavy rain in the dam’s
catchment areas in the last one

Ujarat farmers

-week has brought more water
tothe reservoir. -

Sources in the state agncul—
ture department said the latest
spell of rain has come as good
news for farmers, especially
those in Saurashtra region that
witnessed less than average
rain so far.

They said the rain has been

particularly good for the

groundnut and cotton crops.
The rain, however, played

spoilsport on the navratri fes-
tivities. Several of the dance

programmes have been can-
celled since rain began on the
second of the nine-nights festi-

vals, disappointing hundreds

of garba enthusiasts.
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Central team to
inspect Cauvery
basin from today

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

BENGALURU: The Karanataka
government will submit a
memorandum highlighting
poor rainfall in the Cauvery
basin and water level in all
four reservoirs to the high-
level Central technical team
that will start its two-day in-
spection of the basin area in
Karnataka on Friday. -

- As mandated by the Su-
preme Court, the team led by
G.S. JTha, Chairman, Central
Water Commission, will
make field visits in and
around Maddur, KRS, K.R.
Pet, Hemavati dam region,
Gorur, and Arkalgud ‘where
farmers could not sow. “It
will also see withering crops
due to non-release of water
from the canals,” said Water
Resources Minister M.B.
Patil.

“The storage position in |
all the four reservoirs is very |
low. Farmers could sow in |

only about one-third of the
total allocated crop area.

Standing crops in about 2 |

lakh acres have been lost due
to monsoon failure,” he said.

Cauvery panel to meet

d-|.----------.------l--------ﬂ--------l-_-

in city tomorrow

NEW DELHI, DHNS: A high-lev-
el panel headed by Central Wa-
ter Commission (CWC) chair-
man G S Jha will hold its
preparatory meeting in Ben-
galuru on Friday.

“The team will meet in Ben-
galuru at 9.30 am on October
7 for a preparatory meeting and
subsequent visit to the Cauvery
basin area for assessing the
ground realities and submitting
a report to the Supreme Court
on October 17,” said a state-
ment from the Union Ministry
of Water Resources.

The team will comprise
CWC member S Masood Hu-
sain, Krlshna and Godavari

basin organisation chief engi-
neer R K Gupta, Chiet Secre-
tary or his representative from .
Tamil Nadu and Karnataka and
one Chief Engineer each from
the states of Tamil Nadu, Kar-
nataka, Kerala and Unton Ter-
ritory of Puducherry, said the
statement.

The Ministry has instructed
all Cauvery basin states to nom-
inate their representatives for

~ the team and ensure that the

officials reach Bengaluru on
Thursday. The central team
will also arrive in Bengaluru on
Thursday, sources said.

» Panel, Page 8

Re|ated reports Page 7

J— - D e e e e —— ik S = —— R d AEE——— L. - el L " ST e e — — — ]
rTep— - = - aa



News item/letter/article/editorial published on

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.

Indian Express
Tribune E/\

Hindustan (Hindi)

\ 1@[\

Nav Bharat Times (Hindl)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi)

The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

- M. P Chronicie

A aj (Hindi)

Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)
The Times of India (A)
Blitz

Quakes can pose extensive

PrATIBHA CHAUHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS EEHVIGE

-~ SHIMIA, OCTOBER 9
" The

first-ever - Disaster

Analysis and Management
report compiled by the
state government empha-
sises the high vulnerability
of major parts of five dis-
tricts of Kangra, Chamba,
Hamirpur, Kullu and Mandi
to earthquakes as 80 quakes
of more than 4 magnitude

“have rocked HP.
These are the findings of

the latest report (Septem-
ber 2016) compiled by the

Department of Economics

and Statistics. The analy-
sis has compiled complete
district-wise disaster vul-
nerability with regard to

earthquakes,

flash floods,

landslides and avalanche haz-
ard which must be borne In
mind by the government

while taking any decision or

giving relaxations.

The report reiterates the

need for better prepared-

3

damage to5 districts; Report

-I_Thereportrerteratesme

Dveran vulnarabﬂrty

ness to tackle any disas-

ter, especially an earth--

quake, considering the
fact that over 90 per cent
areas falling In Kangra
(98.6 per cent) Mandi (97.4

per cent) and Hamirpur

- (90.9 per cent) fall in the.

severest vulnerability of
IX severest design inten-
sity zone. Close on the
heels of these highly vul-
nerable districts are
Chamba (563.2) and Kullu
(53.1), which could also
face extensive damage on

account of an earthquake. It

points out that though the
state is prone to many haz-
ards, earthquakes can pose

Covering L., YIS

a serious challenge.

Notwithstanding the
report on disaster vulnera-
bility, the government pro-
poses to regularise the over
20,000 structures as a one-
time relief to violators.

This move has already
come in for severe criticism
as it raises serious ques-
tions about the safety of

such structures and the
potential threat it . could

“cause to human life. |
In case of landslide threat,

Chamba, Kullu and Kin-
nuar are considered the
most susceptible. However,

in case of overall vulnera-
bility of the state on the

-iK"““ a_"d_?"""ﬂ_"f*ﬁ '

| for ?-er 5

-------

ulanse the over

| 20 000 structures

basis of matrix clearly sug-
gests that Chamba, Kin-
naur, Kullu and parts of
Kangra and Shimla fall in
the high vulnerable risk.
“The data present in the
report can be used for pre-
paredness to meet the chal-
lenges posed pre and post
disasters and to strength-
en the capacity and capa-
bility of various govern-

ment agencies to mitigate

the impact of the disas-
ter,” said * Pradeep
Chauhan, Economic Advis-
er. Una, Bilaspur, Sirmaur,
Shimla, Solan and Lahaul-
Spiti are considered as low
vulnerable ones.
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Water war looms as
India decides to
relook at the Indus -
Whater Treaty that it
signed with Pakistan
in 1960. Regardless of
who wins, its the
people on either side

of the border who risk
being the losers.

SumiT HAKHOO IN JAMMU

1L kinds of wars and ways to avoid-

ing wars can turn facts upside down;

suspicions can blunt logic as people
are only fed to believe what they should.
And this can be so starkly ugly: Rivers in
J&K. if fully harnessed on this side of the
border, can parch Pakistan, a few kilome-

ters from us. Tb win an argument, we can

do it. Look at it from the other side: all

attempts are made to hold India to ransom

by denying it the right to build dams on the
premise that Kashmir is a “disputed terri-
tory”. No prizes for guessing that it's the
neople who have suffered, on both sides.
Going by the war rhetoric, is it time to
revise our argument?

The official position is: Indus commis-
sioners from India and Pakistan have met
at least twice a year since the treaty was
signed in 1960, even during the 1965, 1971
and Kargil wars. New Delhi says they
would now meet only in the absence of
terrorism. The treaty provides for three-
stage grievance redress: first, a dispute is
taken up at meetings. If unresolved, it is
referred to a neutral expert the World
Bank (that had brokered the pact)
appoints. If that too fails, both sides can
apply for arbitration by the UN's court of

arbitration. Right now, Pakistan appears.

at a disadvantage because the first two
clauses haven’t been gone through. The
Indus Water Treaty (IWT) is widely per-
ceived as a discriminatory agreement
leaving water-rich J&K without any con-
trol of its natural resources,

The agreement signed in Karachi on Sep-

I

n
. 8

The Chenab flows in Pul Doda area of Doda District. PHOTO: INDERJEET SINGH

tember 19, 1960 by then Prime Minster
Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistan's President
General Ayub Khan was a World Bank-
sponsored treaty after years of negotia-
tions. The Indus system of rivers compris-
es three westernrivers the Indus, Jhelum
and Chenab passing through J&K and
three eastern rivers — the Sutlej, Beas and
Ravi (from Indian Punjab). India controls

T et
o
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rivers in Punjab but Pakistan has de fecto
control of rivers flowing through J&K.

Not fully harnessed

An estimated 16,475 MW of hydro potential
has been identified on rivers of J&K but so
far only 3,263.46 MW has been harnessed
while several of the projects are yet to take
off and are running behind schedule with

e PR
L

the treaty being one of the factors. It is est:l-
mated that the state has suffered over Rs

20,000-crore losses due to the treaty which
puts a rider on exploitation of wategfrom
three rivers flowing to Pakistan., =

It is this mandate of the IWT which has
allowed Pakistan to scuttle hydro-electric
projects in J&K by creating a controversy
over their design, height and spillways of

SOITOW B

the proposed dams. For decades political

parties in power National Conference :
(NC) and later Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) have been demanding that India
should either scrap the treaty or compen- .
sate the state for the losses suffered from °
the day treaty was signed. The J&K'
Assembly in 2002 had passed a resolution .
for termination of the treaty 1

Arm-twisting S '_
Since the insurgency, Pakistan through
its proxies used terror as a tool to stop
work on various hydel projects during
1990’s. It used its insurgent outfits to .
abduct two Swedish engineers, Jan Ole -
Loman and Johan' Jansson, who were
working at the Uri hydro electric projects
in the winters of 1991. Then, again in 1992,
Pakistan sponsored militants abducted a -
French engineer Silva Antonia working
on Dul Hasti power project inthe state.
Work on the construction of naviga-
tion lock-cum-control structure (Tulbul
navigational project). at the mouth of .
Asia’s largest fresh water lake, Wullar
ILake in Sopore is yet to be completed. |

Started in 1984 in order to raise the lev- .

el of water for facilitating transport on -
the Jhelum in Kashmir Valley during -
winter months was stopped in 1988 -
under pressure from the Benazir Bhut- -
to government. The work restarted after
2009 but in April 2012 militants, some of -
them foreigners, blasted a portion of the .
under-construction barrage. The com- .
pletion would have allowed year-roungd .
navigation froim Anantnag to Srinagar :
and Baramulla.

o

b

Covennm o YIS

_m L, = m— L —

- e o, A
.-.'"-'-"l'l'_li:l"f'-'l "]I.. .
s R
; A
TP oy i )



News item/letter/articlie/editorial published on

Hindustan Times
Statesman

The Times of India (N.D.)
Indian Express

L

Hindustan (Hindi)

Tribune

~y

0] (h

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hinds)
The Hindu

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)
Deccan Chronicle
Deccan Herald

- M.P.Chronicle

A aj (Hindi)
Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi)

The Times of India (A)

Blitz

and documented at Bhagirath(English)& Publicity Section, CWC.

SARBJIT DDHALIWAL

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICL

CHANDIGARH, OCTOBERQ
The excess Ravi river water
will continue to flow from
India to Pakistan as the Cen-
ire has failed to convince the
Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernment to allow the Punjab
Government to resume Coll-
struction of the Shahpur
Kandi Dam project. )
~ Earlier this week, the

Union Water Resources Min-
istry held a meeting with
_ gentor officials of the Punjab
and Jammu and Kashmir

Governments to break the
deadlock between the two

 states over the resumption of
“the work on the project.”

“With Jammu and Kashimir
raising some new 1SSues at
the meeting, Punjab has
asked the Union Water
Resources  Ministry to
request the Prime Minister
t5 deal with the issue at his
level directly.

The meeting was attended
Punjab’s Chief Secretary
garvesh Kaushal; Secretary,
Irrigation KS Pannu; and
Jammu and Kashmir Secre-

Shahpur Kandi Dam: Punjab-JK

tary Irrigation Sanjiv Verma
hesides other officials of both

states and the Centre.
~As some Ravi water flows to

Pakistan from Ranjit Sagar
Dam via Madhopur head
works, the Centre 18 keen to
stop that flow at the earliest.
For this reason, the meeting
of the two states was con-
vened. The Centre has
already made a statement for
the maximum internal use of
water of the Chenab and oth-
er rivers flowing from India
to Pakistan.

To prevent the flow of Rawvi

/\\

water into Pakistan, a reser-
yoir is to be constructed at
Shahpur Kandi. But the

work on this project was sus-

pended by Punjab following
objections raised by Jammu
and Kashmir two years ago.
On the other hand, to
utilise the Ravi water flowing
into its territory from India,

the Pakistan Government,

sources said, had construct-
ed two head works — at Balo-
ke and Sidhnai — from
where water 18 released for
irrigation purposes.

Raising the new issues,

\O

deadlock continues

Jammu and Kashmir has
asked Punjab and the Centre
to pay Rs 8,650 crore for
using its power and water

share for the past about one-

and-a-half decades.

Jammu and Kashmir has
asked for compensation to
families displaced due to the
project and also jobs to the
people of that state at the
project. The Punjab (Govern-

"ment told the Jammu and

Kashmir officials concerned
that they should refer these
matters to the arbitrator
where both states should put

——
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up their arguments. The
decision given by the arbitra-
tor would be acceptable to

Priniab. But in"thé ‘fean-

time, work on the project

‘should be resumed.

However, Jammu and
Kashmir officials' did not
agree to the resumption of
work. Punjab  officials
informed their Jammu and
Kashmir counterparts that
compensation had already

‘been given to all affected
families and jobs also had |

been given as per rules and
the decided proportion,
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- either Karnataka nor Tamil Nadu, parties.
| to the Cauvery dispute, or the Union gov-
ernment, expected to be neutral, have con- @

d ducted themselves with glory in the ongo-
ing Cauvery conflict. By willfully disobeying the
orders of the Supreme Court thrice within a span 7\ .
of less than a week, the Siddaramaiah g(:r.*s.rerrl--(7
ment of Karnataka has considerably weakened
cooperative federalism in the country. All author-
ities, civil and judicial, in the territory of India,
“gshall act in aid of the Supreme Court,”’according
to Article 144 of the Constitution. Karnataka
flouting the apex court’s order to release water to
Tamil Nadu is understandable, but refusing to
nominate a representative to the Cauvery Man- Q
agement Board is challenging the very foundation
of the Constitution. Prime Minister Narendra )
Modi swung like a pendulum from one extreme to
the other during the impasse. When Karnataka J
leaders wanted to make a submission to the
Prime Minister, Modi refused to meet the delega-
tion. Eventually, he made his law officers argue g
before the Supreme Court that it had no business ¢,
to order the formation of the Cauvery Manage- e
ment Board. It was because of the UPA govern- B,
ment's neglect in forming the CMB when the Cau- te
very Water Disputes Tribunal gave its final award  of
in 2007 and the subsequent inaction of the Modi  c¢
government to the repeated pleas of the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister J Jayalalitha that the
Supreme Court was constrained to order the
immediate constitution of the CMB. Karnataka
already has the Tungabadhra Management Board
working satisfactorily. Why should it oppose a
similar board for the Cauvery unless it has a hid-
den agenda?

The plain truth is Karnataka, as the upper
riparian State, has not yet reconciled to sharing
the Cauvery waters with the lower riparian Tamil
Nadu, a major rice producing State in southern
India. Karnataka has been using Tamil Nadu as
drainage to let surplus water out. Although Kar-
nataka has to release only 195 tmcft of water to
Tamil Nadu in a water year beginning 1 June in a
timely manner, it received 258 tmeft in 2006-07, 253
tmeft in 2007-08, 210 tmcft in 2008-09, 222 tmeft in
2009-10 and 240 tmcft in 2011-12. In 2012-13, when
the monsoon was not so bountiful, only 100 tmeft
of water was released to Tamil Nadu. The next
two years 259 tmcft and 229 tmcft of water was
released. In 2015-16, the release came down to 152
tmeft. In the current year, only 52.2 tmcft of water
has been released till 30 September. The Indian
Meteorological Department has declared that the
monsoon has been normal this year with an over-
all shortfall of 3 per cent. Where has all the water
gone in Karnataka? Once the CMB, assisted by a
technical committee is in place, there will be no
scope for any hide-and-seek game as the board’s
function is to supervise the implementation of
the final award and ensure that water was distrib-
uted according to tlie award without fear or
favour. The Centre’s argument that the board can-
not be formed without the approval of Parliament
is not correct. | ]
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Chmas move on
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Brahmaputra,a Worry
TThH b
hina’s announcefrfent that it has blocked the Xi-
~abuqu river, a tributary of the Brahmaputra, to
facilitate a hydroelectric project at Lalhoin Tibet
has again caused some concern in India. The Brahma-
putra, known as Yarlung Tsangpo in Tibet, is a lifeline
for Assam and Bangladesh where the river joins the sea.
‘The dam is not far from the Indian border. The report
 attracted more attention because it appeared immedi-
ately after some statements in India about reviewing
the Indus Waters Treaty with Pakistan, It was suspected
that China was reminding India of its vulnerability on
 the eastern sector where the latter is the lower riparian
~ country. But this does not seem to be the case because
‘the construction of the dam had started in 2014 and the
" blocking of the water is according to a pre-determined
schedule. But the concerns are not completely out of
place in view of China’s known plans to harness the wa-
~ ters of the rivers in Tibet.

‘The Latho dam is a run-of-the-river hydroelectric proj-
ect and therefore may not reduce the water flow in the
river. India’s main concern has been that the dams China

is constructing in Tibet would reduce the avaﬂablhty of
water downstream, Tibet is a source of major rivers, in-

 cluding the Mekong. The lower riparian countries of

the Mekong also have similar fears. China has planned

) a series of dams on the plateau. It
| lllIIIIHIIIHIIHIIHIIHIIIIIH has already built one at Zangmu,

o seaes|  and has proposed three other ma-

' | jor dams on the Brahmaputra. It

& * hasbeen stated that none of them
i would reduce the water flow in the

. unpact like the changes in the flow

| of silt. This has not been studied.

" In fact the Brahmaputra river sys-
tem, or any other river system, has
not been studied in detail over a
period of time in India. |
 India has received assurances
from China thatitsdamswouldnot

. -- affect the flow of water in the

Covering L., YIS A Brahmaputra. But there s no water

| sharing and usage treaty between
the two countries. There is an agreement on a mecha-
nism for exchange of hydrological data and emergency
management. But this is not enough, and India should
take the initiative to work out a treaty with China, with
Bangladesh also as a partner, which will form the legal
basis for water sharing among all three countries. This
is important because of persistent reports about China’s
plans for diversion of waters from Tibet to its water-
. scarce regmns It is also necessary to ensure that the

flow of water in the Brahmaputra is maintained in future
in all situations. |
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Tamil Nadu better placed in view of impending north-east monsoon, says Water Resource Minister

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU: Karnataka Water
Resource Minister M.B. Patil
made a detailed presentation
of distress situation in the
Cauvery basin and said the
State was expected to fall
short of 20 tmcft of water this
year.

Mr. Patil made the pre-
sentation before the high-
level technical team led by
G.S. Jha, who 1s also chair-
man of the Central Water
Commisston (CWC), which
embarked on a trip to the
basin area on Friday. The
team was constituted by the
Supreme Court to assess the

ground realities of the
Cauvery basin in Karnataka
and Tami] Nadu.

The Minister said: “We
(Karnataka) are not in a posi-
tion to release any more wa-
ter from our reservoirs,” ow-
mmg to the failure of
south-west monsoon this

year. “Compared to our basin

areas, neighbouring Tamil
Nadu is placed 1n a better po-
sition in view of a normal
north-east monsoon that has
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ources Minister M.B. Patil gre

Commission, in Bengaluru on Friday. — PHOTO: K. MURALI KUMAR

been predicted.”

Explaining the situation
being faced by the State, he
sald the farmers had been
able to sow only on 6.15 lakh
acres. Standing crops on 1.88
lakh acres had withered due
to water shortage. The es-
timated water requirement

for drinking and irrigation
purposes till May 2017 was
about 67.18 tmcft. With the
present storage of only about
32.05 tmcft of water and ex-
pected inflow of another
15.17 tmcft, “we may fall short
by about 20 tmcft of water
this year,” Mr. Patil said.

eting G.S. Jha, Chairman, Central Water

SOUTH ‘
Karnataka briefs Cauvery Central team
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The total requirement for
drinking water purposes in
towns, villages and cities, in-
cluding Bengaluru and
Mysuru, till May next year
was about 23.05 tmcft, Mr.
Patil said, and pleaded with
the team to take into account
the expected north-east

monsoon in Tamil Nadu, be-
fore working out the distress
formula to be shared by the
riparian States.

The Minister also ap-
pealed to the team to assess
the ground reality during the
visit to the Cauvery basin in
the Karnataka region. A 30-
page memorandum was sub-
mitted to Mr. Jha.

Responding to the plea,
Mr. Jha said he would ensure
a fair assessment of the situ-
ation and strike a balance be-
tween the two States.

Chief Secretary Subhash
Chandra Khuntta, Water Re-
sources Department Prin-
cipal Secretary Rakesh
Singh, and Agriculture De-
partment
Secretary Maheshwar Rao
were present on the
0CCasion.

Representatives from Ker-

ala, Puducherry, Tamil Nadu

and Karnataka, who are tour-
ing with the Central tech-
nical] team, were also
present.

The team will visit the
Tamil Nadu basin area on
Saturday.

Principal |
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- Cauvery basin, meets
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BENGALURU: A high-level techni-

cal team set up by the Centre
to gauge the Cauvery-basin

situation down south reached
Bengaluru on Friday and held

a meeting with top government -
officials of Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Kerala and Puducherry.

Karnataka water resources
minister MB Patil apprised the
eight-member panel headed

by Central Water Commission
chairperson GS Jha about the -

situation in the land drained by

- the 802km river, whose sharing

of water has been a matter of
prolonged conflict between the
peninsular states. ;

“We will check the availabili-
ty of water in various reservoirs
in the two states and submit our
report to the Supreme Court,”
Jha said after the meeting,

“Karnataka has submitted a
memorandum on the availabil-
ity of water and the prevailing
ground situation.”

The visiting team is set to
conduct aerial survey of res-
ervoirs in the Cauvery for a
week from now. The members
will also visit the Krishna Raja
Sagar, Harangi, Kabini and
Hemavati reservoirs over the
next two days amid Karnataka’s
refusal to implement a Supreme
Court direction to release 6,000

.~ cusecs of water toneighbouring

3
Covering L., YIS

Tamil Nadu, creating a major
judicial stand-off.

The committee was formed .

~—— - . -

AR\

VISITING EXPERTS
TEAM WILL CONDUCT
AERIAL SURVEY OF
RESERVOIRS IN THE

in the wake of areview petition
Karnataka filed with the apex
court, asking the Centretosetup
such a body to assess the ground
situation in the Cauivery basin
areas of the two states.

The team will first survey
the basin areas of Maddur
in Karnataka’'s Mandya dis-
trict before heading to the
Krishnaraja Sagar Dam. The
members will later head for
Tamil Nadu.

After assessing the situation
of Cauvery water in both the
states, the team will submit a
report to the Supreme Court
on October 17.

The Supreme Court has
directed Karnataka to release

2,000 cusecs of water daily for

12 days from October 7.

- “The team’s aim is to dis-
tribute water between the two
states in a judicious manner.
We will be visiting the entire
command within the shortest
possible time,” Central Water
Commission chief Jha said.

Minister Patil said the team
would do a fair job after look-
ing into the ground realities like
availability of water and assess
the requirement.

(WITH AGENCY INPUTS)
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REIJING: The damming of a
varlung Zangbo River tributary
i Tibet will have no impact down-
. stream when the river flows into
- Arunachal Pradesh and Assam,
" China said trying toassuage New
Delhi’s concern that dams on the
. Yarlung coulddryup theriver sys-
" tem in northeast ndia and affect
- millions of lives. '
-f China, has, in fact, gone out

its way to help India with data -
on water flow and possible flood -
situations downstream and would

continue to do so, the ministry of
foreign affairs (MFA) told HT inits
first reaction after announcing the
blocking of the tributary. |
Further, the tributary river
~ confributes very little water flow
to the Yarlung, the MFA claimed.
 The Yarlung Zangbo, originat-
inginaTibet Autonomous Region

(TAR) glacier: flows into Arunachal

Pradesh as the Siang River and is
kmown as Brahmaputra jn Assam

On Octoberl, China announced
it was blocking the 185 km-long
Yiabugu River, one of many tribu-
taries of the Yarlung Zangbo, to
construct a dam as part of the
I,alho hydroelectric project 1n
the Xigase region of TAR.

The Yarlung has several tribu-
taries and the Xiabuqu s consid-
ered a minor one but the move
immediately raised the specter
of China controling the flow of
water to the Brahmaputra River.

The timing added to the con-
cern with India and Pakistan

~ gparring over the Indus River,

which also originates In TAR.
Tn an emailed response to HT,

the MFA said that there was no

need for worry. “For long, China

" and India have had excellent

cooperation on cross-border water
issues. China has overcome dif-

ficulties to provide India with
services such as hydrological
forecast and emergency actions
in context of the general situation
of Sino- Indian friendship and
humanitarian spirit,” the MFA
statement said.

The sharing of the data has
« had positive influence on
aspects such as flood prevention
in related regions.” Of course,
the MFA pointed out that the
Yiabugu River 1s entirely within
China and Beijing has the right
to block or dam it.
«The Xiabugu River wherethe

the Chinese territory. The water
storage needed for theprojecthas
heen less than 0.02% of the yearly
runoff of the Yarlung Z.angpo-
Rrahmaputra region, posing no
threat to the downstreain area,’

the statement said.
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