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n near full,
S hlkes water demand
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o TS close to dranng lts full allotment of Water from Krishna river

!Cg VM KRISHNA RAQ
HYDERABAD, OCT. 8

The Telangana state gov-

ernment has placed a
fresh indent with the

Krishna River Manage-*

ment Board (KRMB) for
allocation of 100 tme ft of

water to meet drinking”
irrigation-

water and
requirements.
The state has sought 10

tme ft for Kalwakurthy, |
and 50 tme ft to irrigate-

the Rabi crop in the
Nagarjunasagar  Left
Canal zones 1 and 2 (for
4.5 lakh
Nalgonda and Kham-
mam districts), accord-

ing to Nagarjunasagar’

dam chief engineer S,
Suneel.

The 'state has sought
another 40 tmc ft for
drinking water require-
ments up to June 2018
for Hyderabad city, and
Nalgonda and Khamm-
am districts, as well as
for Mission Bhagiratha

schemes, Mr Suneel -
said,
“This  fresh indent

excludes the allocations
already.made to the state
by the KRMB,” Mr
Suneel said.

This means Telangana
state has already used 30
tmc ft (under the Jurala
project), around 90 tme ft
for mingr irrigation and
12 tme ft " from the
\agar}unasagar dam
which qomes to 132 tmc

-acres in:

-.'Handri-Neeva

nghts are reflected in the Srisalam dam, where the water stood at 883 feet,

against the full reservoir level of 885 feet on Sunday.

ft. The fresh mdent takes
the total to 232 tmc ft
against the state's'total
allocation of 299 tme ft.
‘According to chief
engineer -of  Srisailam
dam C. Narayana Reddy,
Andhra Pradesh, whose
total allocation is .512
tme ft-in the water year,
has used only 82 tmc ft
(under Pothireddypadu,
and
Nagarjunasagar Right
Canal) -and has demand-

ed that AP.:should iget

more than Telangana
state on pro-rata basis,
He also’ said Andhra

Pradesh would submit a
revised indent to- the
KRMB: keeping in mind
its water needs'till the
next monsoon.

With 204 tme ft avail--

able at-Srisailam (stor-
age up to river bed of the
dam) and around 20 tmc

ft at Nagarjunasagar (up -
to 510 ft level), how the

KRMB  will -make’ fresh
allocatlons ‘remains’ to
be seen. -

Thé KRMB which was
supposed to meet on
October 715 has post-
poned- the meeting to
after the Diwali fest1va1

- DC

in view of the continu-
ous inflows into
Srisailam. The KRMB
will take stock of the
availability of water at

. Srisailam and Nagarjun-

asagar dam and make
allocations between the
two states.

- Notwithstanding the
KRMB’s "earlier orders,
both ‘states have been

' contlnumg their releas-
‘es-.into ‘the projects.

KRMB has asked both
the states to place fresh
indents: before it before
October 10 on the water
sharmg

Dams in urgent need of 1 repairs

D. SIVA RAMI REDDYI
DC ;
KURNOOL OCT.8..

With concerns over the
safety of Srisailam dam
rising, ‘the demand to
make public the -
National Institute o
Oceanography  (NIO)
underwater video report
is growing louder.

There is apprehension
over the safety of the
dam in the event of a
{lood as was seen in 2019.

The immediate cause
of worry for experts and
retired engineers who
worked at the dam, is a
ditch that has formed at
the plunge pool of the
Srisailain dam. ‘

It is being said that the
NIO had submitted a
report after studying the

186-feet deep ditch that.

formed on the river bed.
Former Union. minis-

“A.B. Pandya,

5 ADEMAND has .

“ public a National

< Institute of Oceano-
graphyreportofa.
deep ditch that’ has
developed at. the
Snsallam dam

ter Kotla Jaya Suryva
Prakash Reddy
expressed concern over
the safety of Srisailam,
dam foundation and has’
urged the government to
share the NTO rcpert.

- “Our dams are built to
last 100 years”, said Mr
former
chairman of the Central
‘Water Commission, who
is heading a panel to.
study structural sound-
ness of - the dam.
Srisailam ~dam chief

engineer c. Narayana

geddy gaid. that . the
andya panel was sched-

uled to visit the dam in

November to assess the

situation.

“The Srisailam dam in

AP and Nagarjunasagar ‘i

dam in Telangana.state
are examples of neglect.

Increasing the spillway

capacity to handle sud-
den release of large vol-
umes of water from the
dams are essential to
prevent erosion of -the
plunge pool, .the'area
where water from the
spillway - lands, = and
ensure  safety - of :the
mammoth structure,

Mr Narayana Reddy
told this newspaper that
the dam’ safety commit-
tee, which inspected the

dam,",had advisedthe
state  governments to-

conduct a survey.
He: said there-was no

threat to the dam struc-
tur‘};‘ .at, present, It can
withstand. inflows of up
to- 1,00,000 cusecs of
Water. He said there was
no . threat of getting

floods: of .the. kind seen .

09, He -said the
department was  moni-
toring the situation with
great care.

Several scientific stud :

ies, dating as far back as
1979, -had pointed: out
that the bedrocksat the
dam site-was associated
with many joints, layers
of ‘soft shale soil,” weak
pocketsand - fractured
zones as well as cavities.

Though' : a+ .concrete
apron -was" constructed
to-prevent erosion, stud-
ies-showed:that it need-

.ed -repajrs and: regular

upkeep to prevent- ero-
sion-+of':.the “bedrock
under the p1ungevpool

.and the spﬂlway

. P

"GATESNOTTO.
“BE OPENED AT
- SRISAILAM

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD. ocCT. 8

The Srlsallam dam the

11felme “for Telangana
~gtate™ and ~ ‘Andhra

* Pradesh, is" nearing its-

full level of 885 feet On
. Sunday “evening,’ Water
stood at-883 ft. }

-It ‘is-unlikely, however;
that tourists -will get: to

witness the -spectacular-
-4 sight- of “water plunging
*-down the spillway of the

dam  on' its“way: to

‘i Nagarjunasagar.

‘Like last year, it is like-

Ty that the Srisailam dam

- authorities will keep the
“level “at 884.70" ft, and
i release water to various
© canals and sluices with-
“out- operating: the sp111
© way gates.

On Sunday, the dam& ‘
“had 204 tmc ft of water -

‘against’ full capacity “of
+'215 tme ft. The' inflows
are around 45,000 cuseacs,

“which are being let out

_through the power house

<by- the Telanganastate
- government,-
“through Pothireddypadu’
regulator by AP-officials. -
~According to Srisailam

and

“:dam chief™ engineer C.
Narayana Reddy; " local
‘rains’
~bhadra catchment area
#had-+resulted : in' 40,000
igysecs ﬂowmg into ‘the
Sunkesula barrage ‘in
- Kurnool district-besides
‘around 40,000 -~ cusecs

from’ the Krlshna river

“through Jural@r i
However;,.
operating«

d. spillway

- gates as both states.were -

operating power houses
«0-generate power. . The
power houses can use a

- total of 7 tmc ft of water

“(around 80,000 cusecs) to
generate - power
megawatts by = the
Telangana state govern-
ment and 770 megawatts
by AR). The water, from

the -power: houses will +

reach th

where Telangana. :
State generates. 900
MW and Andhra
desh

in “the“Tunga--

he; ruled out

(900




