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SAMUDRAGUPTAKASHYA? . ?“"{ ~ only authored detailed procedures of =
GUWAHATl,NOVEMBER 9 - wildlife consen]aﬁon‘,‘buthad also pre-

0 = "sc'nbédSéVerepénaltYprOViSionstrt}igse i
| WILDLIFE CONSERVATION, particularly found guilty of cruelty to animals,” Rich
protection ofelephants,inindia datesback ~ said atthe two-day Eastern Himalayan
1o fourth century BC during the time of Naturenomics Forum convention organ-
Kautilya and Chandragupta Maurya, and édherpe_]ébyﬂ;ﬁeBqliparanundaﬁo_n‘ '
'therewereseverépenaltyforthosefdund ~ While Kautilya focused on elephants
| eyt animals Ushaseden-_ asthe Maumanemblehecs Lrgecle
vironmental attorney and author Bruce ~ phant cavalry, hisArthashastra clearlyde-
- Rich said hereonWednesday. o ﬁﬁédaégtpfb&igﬁﬂé;forﬁiotétﬁqnand
: DuringAshoka’sﬁmé.ﬁxefocuswason ~_conservation of wild animals, Richsaid.
acdleanenvironment, andburning offarm= f“Chap’d:agqpta’S‘,su'ccejssorAshbka
| chaffafter harvestwas banned,hesaid.  had notonlyintroduced forest protection
1 “ndiahasarichhistory andtradition laws, butalsoordered thatall kindsofan-
- of wildlife conservation. While Chandra-  imals should be protected from being
slaughtered. One ofhis several edictshad

| guptaMauryawasagreat patronof con-
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;er:'Kau'ti'lyé had not = also : )
solutely protected,” Rich, best-known for
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Sciit protection in India \
Ashoka’s time’ ¥ ©

said four-footed animalshadtobeab-

 his book Mortgaging the Earth,said. .
Referring to contents of inscriptions
onpillarsandrocks of Ashoka'steign, Rich
said: “Ashoka had strictly bannedburn-
ing chaff afterharvest.One mustremem-
ber how much importance Ashokahad
attachedto environmentbackinthethird

century BC, he said, pointing out how i
chaff burning in rural areas adjoining
Delhihas contributed tothick smoginthe
national capital regioninthe lastfewdays.

~ Headded, “The first veterinary hospi-
talsin the world were probably set up by :
Ashoka. FaHien, the Chinese travellerwho
came tolndia dudnghisreigrihadwﬁttén
abOutveteﬁnaryhospitalsinPataliputré"._ ,
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HE CALLED GLOBAL WARMING A HOAX

Blitz

:
 Trumpmay notcarry ot threatof tearingupParis
 deal, but he may choose not helpwithmoney

THE CLIMATE change community, currently
in Marrakesh for its annual conference, was
'spooked by the election of Donald Trump
who hasin the past described global warm-
ingas ahoaxand threatened 0 pulloutofthe
Paris Agreement thatwas finalised last year.
Most country delegates were wary of say-
ing anything on record, but congratulatory
messages from somewaﬂdleaders,iﬂcluding,)
German Chancellor AngelaMerkel andFrench
President Frangois Hollande, did mention cli-
mate change as one of the subjects onwhich
their countries needed tqworktogeﬂ}er. :
~ Agroupof smallisland c}dunt:ies',/who face
. the worstimpacts of climate change, wasthe
onlyofficial negoﬁatingpartyinM rrakeshto-
make a public <tatement on the electionTe- . .
'sulL“Ameﬁcahasledmisted\nologicalﬁansf

formationand canconfinueto createjobsand

‘opportunity in this area, SO
© everywhere willeneﬁtAfrom,‘“ﬂle‘grO\ip said
. in acauﬁously—worded statement.

i emgvs : " Hilda Heine, President of the Marsh
: Islands, said Trump would need toliveup to
his responsibility t0 protect his people and
others around the world. f‘Presiden’c—éle_ct ‘
Donald Trumphas been the source of alotof
bluster on climate change over the lastyear,
but now that the election campaign has
“passed and the realities of Jeadership settle
— -_,r;.-inrl@(pecthemumaﬁsematdmate,d;m@m
is a threat to his people and to whole coun-
tries which share seaswith theUs including
~_myown,’she said inastatement. . e

- morerealistic onclimate change onceheas-
-~ sumes office. “Trump s set to be one of the

— mate change, to Stop the rising sea
- hasto acknowledge the reality,” Meyer said.
o JheUS,likemorethanlOOomercounm'es.
_ hasratified theParis Agreemen'qﬂxatseeksm
; kee_pglobaltemperaturesfromrisingbeyond

\ething people

. %ome Jike Alden Meyer of the Union of
Concerned Scientists, expressed hope that
Trump would be forced to become much

most powerful persons in 'thevworld..,,b‘ut
oven he does nothave the power t0 change

e thela'wsofphysics,‘tostoptheimpactsofcli—

Jevels.He

28€ a5 compared to pre-ind‘ustrial levels.
Walkingoutof the Agreement, asTrump said
the US would if he was elected, would need
atleast4years.’1'hisisbec3useno countryisal-

Jowed towithdraw in the first three years af-

terit hasratified the agreement. After that, it
_mustserve atleastayears notice towithdraw.
_ Most negotiafors said they didn’t expect

Trumptotake the extreme step. Butthey said

therewereother ways inwhich the momen-
 tum on climate change could be derailed if

theUS Presidentwasn'ta climate enthusiast
~ One of my biggest concernsis aboutthe
‘mobilisation of finance. The climate process

 desperately needs more money o support

yulnerable countriesand communities. The

- USisextremely importantin thisregard. But

‘mobilisation of finance requiresan enthusi-

asticadministration. Even i Trump remains

- iteal and does ntcontinue tobeaclimate.
sceptic, the process of raising money will get
seriously ffected,” Harjeet Singh, Action

Aid'sgloballead on climate change,said.

W Developed countries have promised to
aiseatleast$100 billion peryear from 2020

aspartoftheir obligationto provide financial

helpto countries thatareé mostvulnerable.

- «rump’s election has brought an ele-

mentofuncertainty into the climate process.
Jtwould be premature to say that the process !
‘hasalready met with a disaster. But yes, un-

" certainty does bring in its set of complica-

fons.” SiddharthPathak, climate changelead
‘at the Climate Action Network caid v




