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Mercury drops in North India
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A view of stranded vehicles on Mughal Road following heavy snowfall at Poonch in Jammu and Kashmir on Sunday.PHOTO: PTI

Mercury on Sunday dropped across north India with Leh in Jammu and Kashmir recording a low of minus 14.7 degrees Celsius even as the
minimum temperature in the national capital was 8.7 degrees Celsius, two notches above the season’s average.

In Kashmir, mercury dropped across the Valley as the minimum temperature settled several degrees below freezing point.

In Leh town, the temperature dropped by a degree to settle at minus 14.7 degrees Celsius against minus 13.5 degrees Celsius on Saturday
night, the local MeT official said.

The nearby Kargil town recorded a low of minus 13 degrees Celsius, up by one degree compared to previous night.
The minimum temperature at the famous ski resort of Gulmarg recorded a low of minus 9.2 degrees Celsius.
Most parts of Himachal Pradesh continued to reel under freezing cold wave as night temperatures stayed four to five degree below normal.

Keylong in tribal Lahal and Spiti district was coldest in the region with a low of minus 10.9 degree, while Manali and Kalpa shivered under
freezing cold wave conditions with mercury dipping to minus 3 degrees and minus 1.8 degree.

However, it was a warm and sunny day in Delhi as the maximum temperature was recorded at 24.4 degrees Celsius, four notches above
normal, and the minimum at 8.7 degrees Celsius, two above the season’s average.

Narnaul in Haryana was the coldest in the State where mercury dropped to a low of 4.6 degrees Celsius.
Chandigarh registered a low of 5.8 degree Celsius, one degree above normal, as per local MeT department report.

In Punjab, Amritsar recorded its low at 4.8 degrees Celsius, up by two degrees above normal, while minimum temperatures in Ludhiana and
Patiala settled at 5.7 and 7.7 degrees Celsius, respectively.

Comparatively higher temperatures during the ongoing winters have become a cause of concern for the wheat growers in Punjab and Haryana
with experts fearing productivity loss if mercury continues to remain this way. PTI
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Salvation on the peripheries

Bharat Dogra | 10 January, 2016

- A| A | = | Take a survey
i’ 1 The rising incidence and intensity

of urban floods like those of
“ae= Chennai, Mumbai and Srinagar in
8 recent years has led to increasing
search for policies which can
provide sustainable protection
from  such  disasters. One

relatively less discussed but high
potential solution can be to give more importance to the protection of open
spaces in villages near the city or in peri-urban areas so that these can retain

greater capacity to absorb flood water.

This can be done in such a way that people of villages are helped to ensure
eco-friendly progress in agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry. Thus
on the one hand people's own livelihoods and skills can progress, and on the
other hand they are motivated to avoid over-construction in villages so that
more open spaces can be retained.

One of the least discussed aspects of urban development and planning relates
to peri-urban areas, or areas in periphery of main urban settlements. These
areas have generally been neglected in urban development and planning
despite the fact that significant numbers of people live here. What is even
worse is that sometimes these peri-urban areas are treated as disposal sites
for loads of waste generated by the urban settlement and the increasing
consumerism of its better-off sections.

Thus many peri-urban areas get more than their share of solid wastes. In
addition these areas may be tapped for extracting basic natural resources
(such as soil and sand for the construction industry) regardless of the impact
on basic livelihoods of peri-urban areas.

This is extremely unfortunate, as this creates an entirely avoidable adverse
relationship between the main urban settlement and its peripheral areas.
Actually there are so many creative possibilities for a mutually helpful and
cooperative relationship which emerge spontaneously but need to be
protected and nurtured to sustain them.

The most obvious example is the supply of fresh vegetables and milk from
peri-urban areas to the main urban settlements. This ensures healthy and
reliable supply of daily food needs to the people of the urban settlement with
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a very low carbon footprint, while on the other hand providing livelihood to
people of urban areas in those activities they consider desirable and in which
they already have skills. The importance of such efforts has increased in the
context of increasing threats of floods and waterlogging in times of climate
change. In this context, peri-urban areas can play a very helpful role if a
protective and harmonious relationship is carefully planned.

As the recent catastrophic experiences of several cities of India have revealed
one reason why floods are turning more destructive in urban areas is that
urban water bodies have been vanishing due to heavy and indiscriminate
construction. Water bodies such as tanks have been built over while water
draining paths have been badly obstructed.

While this in itself needs to be checked, considerable relief can also be
obtained in several peri-urban areas where open spaces are still available.
These need to be protected.

However market and business-driven logic is towards the fast disappearance
of open spaces, farms, pastures, orchards and water bodies in peri-urban areas
due to the relentless pressure of builders to bring more land under
construction to meet housing and business needs of expanding cities. No
matter how harmful this trend is from the point of view of disaster mitigation
now and even more so in future, the bitter truth is that land-use is being
decided by profit considerations.

If timely efforts can be made to protect open spaces and water bodies in peri-
urban areas, then apart from the immediate help this can provide to farmers
and to ensuring better supply of fresh food to cities, it can prove valuable for
providing protection from destructive floods or reducing the intensity of
floods.

The recent efforts of a voluntary organization, Gorakhpur Environment Action
Group (GEAG) in improving such mutually helpful relationships in the peri-
urban areas of Gorakhpur, a leading city of eastern Uttar Pradesh, are relevant.
GEAG's efforts during last three years or so in two such peri-urban areas near
Gorakhpur provide a useful and interesting model of trying to sustain mutually
helpful
settlement.

relationships between peri-urban areas and the main urban

GEAG has made a small but very promising and thoughtful contribution by
helping to improve farming and animal husbandry related livelihoods of
several households of peri-urban areas in such a way that the potential of
farming activities increases while costs are reduced. The aim: more and more
people start getting interested in protecting their sustainable livelihoods
relating to agriculture, horticulture, animal husbandry etc. (the three activities
are generally well integrated). Along with such sustainable livelihoods the
protection of more open spaces can be ensured and people can become
involved in the protection of water bodies.

The teeming, expanding city of Gorakhpur is located near two rivers, Rohini
and Rapti. As with most cities near rivers, embankments are raised to protect
the more densely populated, heavily built and prosperous parts of the main
urban settlement. This is often likely to be at the expense of nearby villages,
which may face more prolonged water logging and other adverse impacts due
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to the obstruction of the natural flow of water by embankments.

Decision-making authorities and influence-wielding city elites generally lack
adequate sensitivity towards the needs and problems of peri-urban areas. As
Arun Singh of GEAG says, "The city's land-use planning is done by Gorakhpur
Development Authority but people from peri-urban areas are not involved in
this. For the municipality also peri-urban appears to be outside their concern.
At the same time, agriculture (or related) departments also do not take any
active interest in helping farmers here as it is assumed that they will be co-
opted by urban expansion sooner or later. Hence the special and priority
needs of peri-urban areas are generally ignored by the authorities and hence a
special effort needs to be made to increase the sensitivity to these special
needs and their prioritisation.”

Amit Kumar, a co-ordinator of this effort of GEAG in these villages says, "Some
farmers are selected as model farmers and what they achieve on their fields
also serves as a motivation for others. Selected farmers are taken for training
to places where good results have already been achieved, or training is
imparted. They come back to tell other farmers what they have learnt.”

GEAG's efforts have emphasised mixed farming systems based on organic
agriculture. These have helped to lower costs and risks for farmers, while
improving their net income. Hence farmers have greater motivation to
continue or even expand their farms and orchards, although the trend earlier
was for farmland to be sold for ill-planned construction work.

The writer is a free-lance journalist who has been involved with several social
initiatives and movements.

Tags: Chennai Mumbai Srinagar flood

More From The Statesman by Taboola

CBSE announces UGC-NET 2015 June results declared at cbseresults.nic.in

UP Lekhpal 2015: 27 lakh to appear exam

After the Pathankot attack

Congress leader slams Modi for 'shame’ remark

http://www thestatesman.com/news/opinion/salvation-on-the-peripheries/115604.html 3/4


http://www.thestatesman.com/searchstory.aspx?freetxt=Chennai&Search=Search
http://www.thestatesman.com/searchstory.aspx?freetxt=%20Mumbai&Search=Search
http://www.thestatesman.com/searchstory.aspx?freetxt=%20Srinagar%20flood&Search=Search
http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=thestatesman&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=organic-thumbnails-a:Below%20Article%20Organic%20Thumbnails:

1/11/2016 The Statesman: Salvation on the peripheries

Comments Community ® Login-

¥ Recommend [# Share Sort by Best ~

Start the discussion...

Be the first to comment.

The - g
Statesman ﬁ @ n G

Updated With RSS Android i0s Facebook Twitter

oI5

l CYBERSECURITY

Wy

AEIAHE‘NEMETW"&E‘H

epaper | Letter to Editors | Classified | Archives | Advertise with Us | Feedback | About Us | Contact Us

JSB Copyright © 2015 The Statesman Limited. All Rights Reserved.

http://www thestatesman.com/news/opinion/salvation-on-the-peripheries/115604.html

444


http://www.thestatesman.com/rss.aspx
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.thestatesman.news
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/statesman-newspaper/id1054867465?mt=8
http://www.facebook.com/thestatesman1875
https://twitter.com/TheStatesmanLtd
http://spjs.co.in/
http://epaper.thestatesman.com/
http://www.thestatesman.com/letter-to-editor.aspx
http://webclass.thestatesman.net/
http://www.thestatesman.com/AcrchivePage.aspx
http://www.thestatesman.com/advertise.aspx
http://www.thestatesman.com/feedback.aspx
http://www.thestatesman.com/aboutus.html
http://www.thestatesman.com/contactUs.aspx
https://disqus.com/home/forums/thestatesman1/
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/
https://publishers.disqus.com/engage?utm_source=thestatesman1&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/1657951?utm_source=disqus&utm_medium=embed-footer&utm_content=privacy-btn
http://cisocybersecurity.com/
http://www.asianewsnet.net/

1/11/2016

The Times of India

Title : Change in temp unlikely but fog may make a comeback
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New Delhi:
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The capital experienced yet another warm day with the maximum temperature touching 24.4 degrees
Celsius, four degrees above normal, on Sunday . While no major change in temperatures is expected
in the next few days, moderate to dense fog may make a comeback around Monday or Tuesday .

“The minimum temperature will stay the same or may rise by a degree or so till January 16. The
maximum temperature will also stay the same for another two days and may change from January 13.
The wind, however, will start becoming calm from Monday . This is likely to give rise to foggy condi
tions but dense fog will take at least a day or two to form,* said Dr R K Jenamani, director incharge,
IGI Met department.

Sunday's minimum temperature was 8.7 degrees Celsius, two degrees above normal. The first 10 days
of the year have seen consistently high day temperatures, setting a record for the first five days since
at least 2008. Even from January 6 to 10, only 2008 has seen higher temperatures.

Met officials said that a fresh western disturbance was likely to affect the western Himalayan region
and adjoining plains from January 14 to 16.This may lead to rain or snow at isolated places. There
will be no significant change in minimum temperatures over the plains of northwest India over the
next five days while shallow to moderate fog is most likely to occur at isolated places over Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,UP and north Rajasthan.

Met officials said rain or thundershowers may occur over Delhi around January 15, followed by
shallow to moderate fog in the mornings.

WEATHER

Max 24.4°C (+4)/ Min
BB.T(+2)°C
Moonrise: Tuesdny -
OB:43 am
Moonset: Monday -07:13 pm
Sunset: Monday - 05:43 prn
Sunrise: Tuesday - 07:15am

Mainly clearsky. Shallow tomoderate fog
inthe morning. Maximum & minimum
termperature on Monday will be argund
MPCEDC,
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Manipur quake

PG Dhar Chakrabarti

The tremor that shook the Northeastern
states and West Bengal on January 4 must
be treated as an urgent wake-up call. The
earthquake, which had its epicentre at
Tamenglong in Manipur, is the 20th such
quake of magnitude 6 or higher on the
Richter Scale to hit the region in the past
eentury or so. It only re-confirms that the
seismic faultlines of the eastern Himalayas
are hyper-active. At least two of these earth-
quakes — the great Assam earthquakes of
1897 and 1950 — had crossed magnitude 8.5
and above — causing widespread devas-

" tation in the region. Scientists have been

warning that the ‘return period’ of such
big earthquake in the eastern Himalayas
is long overdue.

Harsh Gupta, former director of the
National Geophysical Research Institute,
Hyderabad, is more specific in his warning:
“Moderate magnitude to great earthquakes
in the northeast India region is found to be
preceded, generally, by well defined earth-
quake swarms and guiescence periods. On
the basis of earthguake swarm and guies-
cence period, an area bound by 21 deg N
and 25 deg N latitude and 93 deg E and

—_a.n.
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e ~ liustrafion: SIDDHANT JUMDE

other big warning for India

96 deg E longitude is identified to be the
site of a possible future earthquake of M
8 +1- Y with a focal depth of 100+/-40km.
This earthquake should occur any time
from now onwards.”

The impact of such a mega earthquake
would be many times more devastating than
in the past. In 1951, the population of the
region was 8 million, today it hascrossed
50 million. The Northeast had hardly any
built-up modern infrastructure before the
Independence; Today it has a network of
roads, bridges, railways, airports, ete. It
has more than a million residential and
commercial buildings, but many of those
don’t comply with the specifications of
earthquake-resistant designs and processes.

The recent earthquake in Manipur has
once again demonstrated that even many
of the newly constructed buildings are
not able to withstand the 6.7 quake. So the
impact of an 8+ on the Richter Seale tremor
on such and other older structures would
be devastating.

The National Institute of Disaster
Management, in collaboration with the
United States Geological Service, had
developed a scenario of the 1950 earthquake
recurring in 2011 and the findings were

horrifying. Based on these, a roadmap was
developed for earthquake risk mitigation
in the North East, but implementation has
been dismal.

Earlier in 2007 the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) had
released its comprehensive guidelines on
management of earthquakes on ‘six pillars

of seismic safety’ — earthquake-resistant

constructions, retrofitting of lifeline strue-
tures, regulation and enforcement, aware-
ness and preparedness, capacity develop-
ment and response. The activities to be
taken up under each of these six pillars
were to be implemented in two phases, the
first completing in June 2009 and the second
phase in January 2010. None of these activi-
ties have been completed even remotely:

The Manipur earthquake must push the
state governments, the NDMA, the minis-
try of home affairs and the ministry for
development of North Eastern Region to get
their together so that we are not sleeping
when an earthquake strikes again.

PG Dhar Chakrabarti is former director of the
National Institute of Disaster Management, and
now Distinguished Felfow at TERI

The views expressed are personal
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