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Punjab to denotity SYLland

Will introduce Bill in the Vidhan Sabha giving back land to original owners

RucHika M KaANNA

THIHUNE NEWS SENVICE

CHAN DIGARH, MARCH 10

The Punjab Government will
arder de-acquisition of over
5,300 acres of land that was
acquired for the  Satluj-
Yamuna Link (SYL) Canal,
consigning the project to his-
tory, The land will be
returned to the original
landowners. The govern-
ment is likely to table a Bill
inthe Assembly tomorrow or
on Monday in this regard.
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Land for the project was
acquired in 1977 after a noti-
fication pranting administra-
tive approval to the SYL
Canal. As per the revenue
records, while the state gov-
ernment is the owner of the
land, the possession is with
the Department of Irrigation
(SYL Project). Deputy CM
SukhbirSingh Badal said the
acquisition would be denoti-
fied and the land restored to
the original landowners,

With this move, the SAD
has killed two bird swith one
stone — it has not only

stunted the Congress criti-
cism on the issue, but also
pre-empted any legal deci-
sion favouring the construe-
tion of the canal.

Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal claimed that
while PPCC chief Capt
Amarinder Singh had
merely tried to undo the
wrongs committed by the
previous Congress CMs
and successive Congress
governments at the Cen-
tre, he (Badal) had done
what none before him had
dared. "We don't care

http://epaper tribuneindia.com/c/9054875?show=print

about the Chief Minister's
chair. The people of Punjab
and Punjab's rights over its
natural resources have to
be protected and in doing
s0, I am willing to pay any
price,” he said.

The Chief Minister
announced the decision to
denotify the SYL land in
the Vidhan Sabha while
moving a resolution to
“protect the interests of
Punjab and its riparian
rights", rejecting any deci-
sion that was "diserimina-
tory” towards Punjab.

Cong MLAs suspended
A pandemonium ensued and
Speaker Charanjit Singh
Atwal suspended 30 Cone
gress MLAs,  including
Leader of the Opposition
Charanjit Singh Channi, for
the entire day. The Congress
MLAs demanded that the
resolution should condemn
the Centre for taking a stand
"against” Punjab on the Pres-
idential Reference of the
Punjab Termination of River
Waters Act case being heard
in the Supreme Court.

The logilam persisted for

"
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Police use water cannons to disperse Youth Congress workers protesting over SYL issue in Chandigarh on Thursday. sman) MaHaAN

almost two hours, After the
third adjournment on a reso-
lution passed by Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Madan
Mohan DMittal, Congress
MLAs Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa and Balbir Singh
Sidhu, were suspended.

As the House resumed , the
Congress MLAs, led by
Channi, again nushed to the
well of the House, alleging
that the suspension was
unfair Mittal moved a sec-
ond resolution, this time
seeking suspension of all
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Punjab to return SYL land

Congress MLAs, which was
passed by the House unani-
menshy, Calling it adards dayin
the history of democracy,
Channi said the Speaker had
thrownthe Congress MLAS out
"under pressure” of the mling
alliance. "We only sought an
amendment to the resolution
condemning the Centre for
taking a stand against Punjab,

giving the acquired land back
to the lindowners," he said.
The resolution was passed in
the House with only members
of the treasury benches pres-
ent. In hisaddress tothe House,
the CM said that despite Pun-
jab ushenng in the green revo
lution and safepuarding the
nation’s borders, successive
Congressled Central Govemne-

We also wanted the state gov- mentshad had adisenminato-
emment to give directions on ry attitude towands the state.,
™o 1 __ o as_ 1L __'_Tvrwrs M _d_.
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J Met warning on rain,
snow worries farmers
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NEW DELHI: One swallow doesn’t
a summer make. A spell of rain,
hail and snow will bring bad and
hazardous weather to many states
this weekend, prompting worries
that it could spoil harvests, clog
highways and trigger landslides.
An intense “western distur-
bance”, or a squally weather pat-
tern, is headed towards northwest
India from the Iranian coastand
will take hold from Friday.
Storms could ruinripening win-
ter crops, such as wheat, again this
year Most northwest states will get
rain on March 11-13. Predictions
that hailstorms could hit Punjab,
Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi,
Rajasthan and Uttar Praclesh have
prompted the government to issue
afarmalert. Daytime temperatures,
which have been climbing stead-
ily over many northern cities, will
likely fall by 3-4°C between March
12 and 14 and then rise again, an
official said. The weather could
be severe enough in Jammu &
Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh
and Uttarakhand, prompting a
hazard warning by the weather
office. Heavy rain could hit pock-
ets in these states. “Landslides or
downhill flooding are a potential
hazard these states should watch
out for,” a forecast official said.

Driving in uphill regions could
be risky too, he said.

A separate advisory from the
India Meteorological Department
called for immediate harvest oper-
ations, where possible. Last year,
three spells of similar weather
between February 28-March 2,
March 7-8 and March 14-16 flat-
tened crops on about 10 million
hectares in nearly 150 districts,
orabouta quarter of the country.

‘Wet and windy conditions are
also likely in Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Vidarbha,
apart from Bihar, Jharkhand and
West Bengal in the east.

‘Wheat, the main winter crop,
is ready for harvest in most
states. A series of weather shocks
has already shrunk agricultural
output and incomes, triggering
rural distress. Two-thirds of
Indians depend on a farm-based
living. An advisory issued to
farmers asked them to “main-
tain proper drainage channels”
and “postpone irrigation”, apart
from reaping mature crops imme-
diately. Orchards in Himachal
and J&K should use hail nets for
protection from heavy snowballs,
the advisory said.

Some of the havoc could occur
in areas witnessing an acute
farm crisis, including
Maharashtra’s Vidarbha and
UP’s Bundelkhand.
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Published: March 11, 2016 00:00 IST | Updated: March 11, 2016 05:32 IST NEW DELHI, March 11, 2016

Heavy rain likely over the weekend

e Staff Reporter

Delhi and the National Capital Region are likely to witness widespread rain and thunderstorms between Friday and Sunday, according to the
Meteorological Department.

According to the weatherman, rain and thundershowers can be expected in Delhi-NCR from the night of March 11. Similar weather conditions
will prevail in the afternoon and evening of March 12 and 13. The weather department said thunder squall with hail is also likely on the night
of March 11 and afternoon or evening of March 12.

“The maximum temperature is likely to decrease by 3 to 4 degrees Celsius by March 14,” a MeT department statement said.

Printable version | Mar 11, 2016 2:58:51 PM | http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/heavy-rain-likely-over-the-
weekend/article8339004.ece

© The Hindu
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Met waring
00 rain, Snow
worries farmers

Zia Haq

= Zia hag@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: One swallow doesn’t
a summer make. A spell of rain,
hail and snow will bring bad and
hazardous weather to many states
this weekend, prompting worries
that it could spoil harvests, clog
highways and trigger landslides.

An intense “western distur-
bance”, or a squally weather
pattern, is headed towards north-
west India from the Iranian coast
and will take hold from Friday
onwards. Storms could ruin rip-
ening winter crops, such as wheat,
again this year. Most northwest
states will get rain on March 11-13.
Predictions that hailstorms could
hit farms in Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh, Delhi, Rajasthan and
Uttar Pradesh have prompted the
government to issue a farm alert.

Daytime temperatures, which
havebeen climbing in manynorth-
ern cities, will likely fall by 3-4°C
between March 12and 14 and then
rise again, an official said. »P4
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BHANU P LOHUMI
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i TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE ‘\‘/\
SHIMLA, MARCH 10

Farmers and horticulturists in
| the state are on tenterhooks
following the Met Depart-
ment’s prediction of heavy
rain, thunderstorm, hailstorm
and squali in theregion over
the next three days.

The thunderstorm, hail-
storm and squall are
harmful for stone-fruit
crops which are now at a
flowering stage in the mid
and lower hills and for
wheat in lower hills.

The winter rain deficit
from January 1 to March
10 this year has come
down from 71 per cent to
45 per cent. Bilaspur had
94 per cent excess rain
while Solan and Hamir-
pur received 21 per cent
and four per cent excess
rain, respectively.

The rain deficit
remained 94 per cent in
tribal district of Lahaul
and Spiti followed by Kin-

Wet spell likely in
next three days

naur (92 per cent), Cham-
ba (58 per cent), Sirmaur
(49 per cent), Una (23 per
cent), Sirmaur (20 per
cent), Kullu (19 per cent)
and Shimla (11 per cent).

The maximum day tem-
perature rose marginally
and Una was hottest dur-
ing the day with a high of |
30.5°C, while Sundernagar
and Bhuntar recorded
maximum temperatures
at 27.2°C and 26.9°C,
respectively.

Nahan and Solan record-
ed the maximum tempera-
ture of 24.8°C, Manali
18.6°C, Shimia 18.2°C and
Kalpa 17.6°C, three to five
degrees above normal.

The minimum tempera-
ture remained steady with
Keylong in Lahaul and
Spiti recording a low of
minus 1.9°C, followed by
Kalpa and Manali 2.4°C,
Palampur 8.5°C, Shimla
9.2°C, Solan 9.5°C, Sunder-
nagar 10°C, Dharamsala
10.8°C and Nahan 14.6°C.




Weather likely to play spoilsport
as rain, thunderstorm predicted

q-H1

HT Correspondent

« hireporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The World Culture
Festival being organised the
Art of Living Foundation may
have got the National Green
Tribunal’'s go ahead but the
weather may play spoilsport.

According to the weather-
man, rain and thunderstorms
are expected on Friday; Saturday
and Sunday — the three days the
festival will be held.

The India Meteorological
Department has forecast a partly
cloudy sky with possibility of
rain or thunderstorm on Friday.
The maximum and minimum
temperatures are expected to be
between 29 degrees Celsius and
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ACCORDING TO IMD,
‘FAIRLY WIDESPREAD'
T0 ‘WIDESPREAD’ RAIN
AND THUNDERSTORM
ARE LIKELY FROM

MARCH L MRS

17 degrees Celsius. .

Saturday and Sunday are
expected to see heavier rain
and the maximum and minimum
temperatures will be between 26
and 15 degrees Celsius.

An active western distur-
bance will affect the weather of
North West India from March
11 onwards and rainfall is like-
1y to occur at most places over

-— -

western Himalayan region from
March 11 to March 14, the IMD
said in a release.

According to IMD, ‘fairly
widespread’ to ‘widespread’ rain
and thunderstorm are likely to
occur over Delhi and NCR from
the night of March 11 to March
13. Weather officials also said
that there isa possibility of thun-
der squall with hail on March
11 night and March 12 in some
areas.

“About two to three spells of
rain/thundershowers, generally
in the afternoon and evening of
March 12 and March 13 may be
expected,” officials said.

The Art of Living festival
starts at 5pm each day and will
goon till 10pm.
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