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ties: Hasina

INDO-BANGLADESH ties will undergo “an-
other transformation” if a pact on Teesta wa-
ter sharing is inked, Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said on Monday.
Stressing that common water resources
must act as a uniting force, she pitched for a
comprehensive solution to the sharing of wa-
ters of all common rivers between the two
countries. :

“We strongly believe our common water

resources must act as a uniting force. A com-
prehensive, basin-wide solution with an in-
built solution to water sharing of all common
rivers holds the key to our common future,”
she said while addressing an event here.

On the Teesta issue, Hasina said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has once again reit-
erated his government’s strong resolve to sign
the water-sharing treaty as soon as possible.

“Once it happens, the phase of Indo-
Bangladesh relations will undergo another
transformation,” she said.

In alighter vein, Hasina said she does not
know how West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, who is reportedly not in
favour of the Teesta water sharing pact, will
react to her statement.

“I don't know what ‘Didi’ (Banerjee) will
do.Had atalkwith Didi, she put forward some-
thing new. But Modiji has given the assurance
thatheisthereto see what happens,” she said.

The Bangladesh PM, however, noted that
the West Bengal Chief Minister had offered
her electricity. “Paani mangaa to electricity
mila. Lekin electricity milaa achha hai kuch
toh mila naa (we asked for water, she gave us
power, but atleast we got something)”, Hasina
said, in adeparture from her prepared speech.
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Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina with
senior BJP leader LK Advani during a
reception in New Delhi on Monday. P11

While Modi has reiterated his govern-
ment’s commitment to signing of the pact,
Mamata has insisted that instead of Teesta,
the government should look at other river sys-
tems to share water with Bangladesh.

The Teesta deal was set to be signed during
former PM Manmohan Singh’s visit to Ban-
gladesh in September 2011, but was postpo-
ned due to Mamata's objections.

Hasina also asserted that her government
has comprehensivély addressed India’s secu-
rity concemns. “We have put in place a multi-
layered and effective bilateral security archi-
tecture with many dedicated joint
institutional mechanisms for targeted and co-
ordinated actions,” she said. :

Observing that the journey towards peace
and prosperity is putto peril by the rise of ter-
rorismand violent extremism, she said threats
from state and non-state actors tend to under-
mine efforts to integrate regional economies
and societies and pitched for more concerted
efforts to strengthen security.
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A bridge from
Kolkata toDhaka

AN ‘Theimpasseisaresultofthestate
\é\ government’s oppositiontothe Teesta

& he Indian government ouré&k@

laid out all the symbolic eme e
and financial gifts it
could think of for the visiting Bangladesh prime
minister, Sheikh Hasina Wajed. Understandably,
/ Dhaka is at the centre of any number of crucial
programmes of the Narendra Modi government whether it is
the pohtlcal stabilisation and integration of the Northeast, the
east-west land connectivity projects designed tolink India to
Myanmar and beyond, and the ambitious plans tomake India’s
. easternshoreline a tradinghub agaiil Bangladesh isalsoatthe
forefront of India’s secunty concerns given the increasing
attempts by any number of Islamicist terror groups to make
inroadsin that country. Which is why it is all the more unfortu-
nate that the Modi goverﬁment wasunableto provide Sheikh
- Hasina what she needed the most: a credibleroadmap towards
an agreement on the Teesta river waters. With her own elec-
- Tions coming up, the AwamiLeague leader has been banking
on such an agreement to deflect the inevitable criticism that
. will arise over her closeness to New Delhi. She will at least be
able toshowoff the land border agreement and maritime bor-
der settlement —but Teesta would have helped seal a remark-
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- able turnaround in Indo-Bangladesh relations.

. Thepresentimpasse over Teesta is largely a consequence of
the opposition of the West Bengal government and, vicari-
ously, the problems it has with Sikkim over the same river. It
is a strong reminder why successive attempts to establish a
permanent rapprochement between India and its smaller
neighbours have failed: the fact that State governments are
important and often difficult stakeholders in such relations.
The most extreme example of this was the manner Tamil Nadu
politics severely distorted New Delhi’s attempts to handle the '\
SriLankan civil war, A more recent exampleis how a fear that
Madhesi opposition to a flawed Nepalese constitution would
lead to a political overspill in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar led to
India to smpport a de factp blockade. -

Prinie Minister Modi has the political capital toresolve the
river dispute to the satisfaction of all three sides. Presumably
he will seek to do so when the opportunity arises. Inthe mean-
time, he is right to boost Sheikh Hasina at home by making it
clear how important she is to India. Nonetheless, he should not
expect her to wait forever. Which means thereal bilateral dip-
lomatic challengeis working out the differences between New
Delhi and Kolkata.
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"‘Water available only up to June 15

Karnataka govt. tells people to use it judiciously, says rationing is an option

AFSHAN YASMEEN

BENGALURU .
Sounding an alert on the im-
minent = water crisis in

Karnataka in the coming
days, Water Resources Minis-
ter M.B. Patil on Monday
said there was just enough
water in the reservoirs to
meet the drinking water
needs till June 15. Karnataka
was not in a position to re-
lease Cauvery water to Tamil
Nadu now, he added.
Addressing the media
after a review of water levels
i 1in the State’s reservoirs, the
i. Minister appealed to farmers
¢ to voluntarily stop using ir-
* rigation pump-sets as “the
State cannot afford water for
the second crop.” He also ap-
pealed to people to use wa-
ter judiciously. He said his
department would coordin-
¢ ate with other departments
~ and the district administra-
tion to ensure there was effi-
cient use of available wateér.
If necessary,  the
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imminent crisis: Water in the Knshna Raja Sagar reservoir is
|nch|ng towards the ‘dead storage level.

Benga]uru Water Supply and
Sewage Board, the
Karnataka Urban Water Sup-
ply and Drainage Board and
the Rural Development and
Panchayat Raj Department
could resort to water-ration-
ing so that the available wa-

ter could be used for a-

longer period, he said.
The State had requested
Maharashtra to release two

tmc ft water from Krishna
river. “We have been buying
water from Maharashtra
every year for the villages in

.Belagavi district. However,

this year Maharashtra has
said it will release water only

"after we release 1.2 tmc ft

from the Indi Branch Canal
to Sholapur. We will be able
to release it only after May,”
he said.

TeServoir,

Mr. Patil said he had re-
quested Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah to speak to De-
vendra  Fadnavis, his
counterpart in Maharashtra,

_in this regard. A team of

senior officials would visit
Maharashtra soon.

Dead storage

The Krishna Raja Sagar
meanwhile, is
inching towards the dead
storage level. The major :
drinking water source for :
Bengaluru has shrunk into a
lake owing to the failure of
monsoon in the last three
years. The water level was

just 75.24 ft. at 6 a.m. on
‘Monday as against the level

of 81.39 ft. on the corres-
ponding day last year. While
the maximum capacity of
the reservoir is 124.80 ft., the
dead storage level is 74 ft.

Officials said the reservoir
would reach dead storage in
eight days if the outflow was
not reduced.
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Centre invites Punjab,

Haryana for SYL talks

Bhadra Sinha
. bhadra.smha@hmduslanhmes com

NEW DELH!: In a major develop-
mentinthe Sutlej-YamunaLink
(SYL)canal case, thg Centre has
invited Punjab and Haryana for
talks toexplorethe possibility of
an amicable settlement to the
water-row dispute.

Attorney. general Mukul
Rohatgi informed the Supreme
Courtaboutthe developmentand
requested the court to postpone
the hearmg schedu]ed for April

?, Rohatgl said representatlvesi

«of thetwostateshavebeencalled
1o Delhiforameetingon April20.
‘He made his submission before
JusticePCGHose whoisheading
thebenchhearingthe SYLrow.
Rohatgi’s submission came
-after senior counsel Ram Jeth-
‘malani, representmg Punjab,
requested the court to ad]ourn

‘thehearinginthé wake ofa possi-.

'ble out-of-court solution.

However, Haryana govern-

‘ment counsel, senior advocate
‘Shyam Divan, opposed the
‘adjournment request.

; Hesaldletthemattercomeup
as scheduled. After hearing all
theparties, the court declined to
postponethehearingandsaidlet

lj;‘Tca/se comeupon April12.

In Chandigarh, Punjab chief
minister Captain Amarinder
Singh welcomed the Centre’s
decision.

A statement released on his
behalfsaid that Punjabhad been
seekingthe Centre’sintervention
for long. Punjab would be
deprived of its much-needed
waterifthe SYLconstruction was
allowed togoahead.

Punjabhasalsobeenrequest-
ingthetopcourttoask the Centre
tomediatethe dispute and bring
the two states to the negotiating
table. It had in February
informed thecourtthatit wasnot
possibletoretrievethe canalland
that had been given back to the
landowners.

However, solicitor general
Ranjit Kumar had said, “I{Cen-
tre)can’tsitinjudgmentover the
decree..If both the states
approach us only then we can
mediate...” -

SC had in November 2016
declared the law passed by the
Punjab assembly in 2004 termi-
natingthe SYL canal water-shar-
ing agreement with neighbour-
ingstatesas unconstitutional. It
hadanswered innegativeallthe
four questions referredtoitina
Presidential Reference.
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