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Rain showers chaos =il Pl
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& Electricity and BSNL Internet services
remained disrupted in several  ~
parts of Solan and its surrounding
areas on Tuesday ‘ ’

® With a storm striking the area in the
day, several trees fell on the power

-lines at Dharampur, Shilli, Barog and
other areas, disrupting power supply
in several places, said Superintending
Engineer Dheeraj Mittal

® He said the supply had been restored in
Kasauli and Dharampur, while the work

STORM HITS POWER SUPPLY IN SOLAN

was under way in other places

. Earlier, a major-snag hit the main gnd
causing the power shutdown. Later,
some trees fell on the power lines, caus-
ing disruption of power for several hours

‘ &% The Intemet semces have been hitin

Kasauh, Dagshat, Dharampur and Solan
sirice last evening. These were restored
on Tuesday evening. Banking services
were also affected as little work
could be executed in the absence of -
the power and the internet

RESIDENTS TRYING TG PROTECT THEMSELVES DURING HEAVY RAIN ON THE RIDGE IN SHIMLA ON TUESDAY. — PTI

Showers bring
respite in Kangra
# Showers lashed the Kan-
gra valley, plummeting

the maximum tempera-
ture by a few notches

Crop damaged

®Heavy rain damaged
the apple crop in
the higher reaches
of Bharmour in
Chamba district
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Monsoon to set In -
early, says Skymet

‘It is likely to reach Kerala between May 28 and 30’

SprECIAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHE Private weather
agency Skymet on Tuesday
said monsoon would reach
Kerala earlier than its due

. date onJunel.

“As per Skymet weather,
the southwest monsoon will
arrive over the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands be-
tween May 18 and 20. It is
likely to reach Kerala be-
tween May 28 and 30.

" Thereafter, it will cover oth-

er parts of the country. Pre-
sent weather conditions are
mdxcatmg a promising be-
ginning of monsoon 2016
which is likely to usher in
with a bang,” the agency
said in a statement.
One branch of the mon-
soon system will cover

» some parts of northeast In-

dia around the same time.
Kolkata can-expect mon-
soon rains by June 10 and
Mumbai likely to receive
the first showers of the sea-
son between June 12 and 14.

Timely arrival -

The whole country is ex-
pected to be covered by July
15, the agency said.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD), the
country’s official weather
forecaster, is expected to
announce the date of the
monsoon’s landfall over
Kerala within this week.

In the wake of two con-
secutive years of drought
that has led to water in In-
dia’s major dams dip precip-
itously, a timely monsoon
onset gels with predictions
by several' weather agencies

last month, including the
IMD, of an ‘above average’
monsoon.

Monsoon rains within 96
per cent and 104 per cent of
89 cm are considered “nor-
mal” in the terminology of
the IMD and this year it is
forecast to be 106 per cent.

ElNino

Expectations of a timely
monsoon largely rest on a
receding El Nino. The glob-
al, meteorological phenom-
enon refers to a warming of
the waters of Central Pacif-
ic. “From what we see the El
Nino is dipping consistent
with our expectations and
we expect it to be neutral in
the coming months,” said
Madhavan Rajeevan, Secre-
tary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences.
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Vehicle with 7 from Punjab, Nepa

Buanu P LoHuM1

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, MAY 10

Five persons, including

four tourists from Punjab

and a Nepalese guide,

were reportedly washed

away as a cloudburst trig-
gered flash flood in the

Loti Nullah (a tributary of

the Sutlej that flows into

Kol Dam) and Mongri.

A Scorpio with eight per-
sons on board was washed
away in the Loti Nullah
waters near Chaba.

Three of them had a
miraculous escape, while
five could not be traced.
The incident occurred on
the Sunni-Luhri road, 60
km from here.

Sources said the cloud-
burst occurred over the
Ganvi hills and the floodwa-
ter headed towards Loti
Nullah and Mongri.

The tourists had reported-
ly gone there for river raft-
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ing, said DD Sharma,
Special Secretary, Disaster
Management. They
belonged to Nawanshahr in
Punjab, said sources.

The survivors —Sukhbir
Singh, Fateh Singh and
Kamaljit Singh — were
admitted to the Community
Health Centre at Sunni,
while search for the missing

five was on. Those yet to be
traced are Saranpreet Singh,
Harpreet Singh, Abanjot
Singh, Amana and guide
Titu. An alert has been
sounded in the Kol Dam area.

Meanwhile, heavy rainfall
was reported in several parts
of the state, triggering land-
slides in the interior areas of

_Shimla, Kangra, Solan, Kul-

The Deccan Hearld | Benplura )
The Decean Chronieal {Hyderabad )
Central Chroimcal ( Bhopal )

}"{[S cloudburst

Iese gulde washed away, three safe
’ i 60 km from Shimla...

® Cloudburst occurred over -
Ganvi hills and floodwater
headed towards Loti
Nutlah and Mongri

" Seven tourists from Nawan-
shahr and a guide were
washed away in gushing -
waters while they were still

. sittingin their vehicle

% Three tourists had a miracu-
lous escape, while the five
others (including the guide)
could not be traced sofar

« The cloudburst site at Chaba

| near Shimla. PHOTO:AM

lu and Mandi districts.
Dharamsala recorded 35.4
mm rainfall, Solan 26 mm,
Shimla 23 mm, Chail 18
mm, Sundernagar 15.4 mm,
Kangra 15 mm, Una 13 mm
and Bilaspur 6.
Thunderstorm and hail-
storm warning has been
issued for the mid-hills.
RAIN SHOWERS CHAOS: P12
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Heatand 4in take their
toll on chicken prices

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, MAY 9

The price of chicken has
increased by about 10 per
cent after Friday’s thun-
derstorm damaged poul-
try farms on the city out-
skirts.

From %220 per kg, it has
increased to %240; the
prices vary in different
areas. Chicken is general-
ly cheaper in community
markets.

Mr Syed Ruknuddin of
Eagle Poultry, whose farm
near Shamshabad breeds
over 40,000 birds, said,
“The asbestos roof came
crashing down on Friday,
killing 5000 birds. Even
the watchman’s roof col-

lapsed in the wind.”

“Earlier, due to the
extreme heat in April,
thousands of birds had
died and supply was
short. From a batch of
10,000 birds, 5,000-8,000 die
in summer and produc-
tion is extremely low,” he
said. The cost per chick
per day is 30, and it takes
50 days to mature, he said.

Most of Hyderabad’s
chicken stock comes from
poultries in Vikarabad,
Shadnagar, Gajwel and
Siddipet. There are a few
in Shamshabad too.

Mr Mohd Abdul Lateef,
member of the Bidar
Poultry Association and a
supplier to the city, said,
“The recent rain killed 15-

20 per cent of birds in
farms located in the out-
skirts. Usually birds are
not kept under RCC roofs
but asbestos, and the
sheds crashed on the birds
due to the wind. Also dur-
ing summer, due to
unavailability of water,
many birds die and their
growth is less. I breed
around 2.5 lakh birds and
supply to neighboring
states too.”

On Monday morning too
there were showers and
the city recorded 3.4 mm
of rain till 8.30 am. It also
rained in various parts of
the city throughout the
day. Though the maxi-
mum temperature record-
ed was 38.6°C, it felt cooler:

DC reader Radhakrishna sends this picture of a bolt of lightning that he pho-
tographed at 1.45 am on Friday at Safilguda, Hyderabad.
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Monsoon to

COREENA SUARES | DC
HYDERABAD, MAY 9

Monsoon will hit Kerala
on time, on June 1, and
reach Rayalaseema the
same day.

According to calcula-
tions of the Indian

Meteorological Departme-

nt, Hyderabad, its onset
over Telangana will be on
June 5, much ahead of the
usual date of June 13. The
official  announcement
regarding the monsoon’s
arrival will be made on
May 15. Assistant meteo-
rologist M. Narsimha Rao
said, “The onsét of the

- . U IR NN TR
RN BRI BRI ETE I u(b[',’.\g{(j I 11\"(-1l/ NI PR ITRINIIRZTIN

The Deccan Hearld ( Benghiou)

he Assamy Tnbune { Gowahati)
The Decean Chromcal { Hyderabad )

The Tunes of tndia { Mumban )

1he telegraph { Kolkata ) Central Chronicat { Bhopal )

focgocion { ucan )

RELIEF FROM gfﬁcial
. | announce-
, SUMMER HEAT ‘ment to be
* . Monsoon to reach made on
' Raya‘laseema‘ on june 1 May 15 on
Thunderstorm activity to | more accu-

continue in 10 districts | rate dates.

monsoon will depend on
the formation of low pres-
sure over North Bay of
Bengal. June 1 is the nor-
mal date for onset of the
monsoon in Kerala but it
may vary. The arrival of
the rains in TS will

depend on the progress of
the monsoon from Kerala.
On June 1 it will touch
Rayalaseema, too, against
last year’s June 10. There
are around 60 rain gauges
across Kerala and all of
them should record rain-

hit city on June 5

fall, only then will mon-
soon be declared. From
south it will progress
towards north (Rayalasee-
ma) and then cover TS.
“In 2015, on a single day
~—June 13 — the rains had
arrived across TS and
Tamil Naidu,“ he said
According to the Met
department, the ongoing
thunderstorm  activity
will continue across the
10 TS districts due to the
upper air trough over the
state and the approaching
southerly moist winds.

M Page 2: AP sees heavy
rainfall
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Rain lashes pargfled Marathwada

Times News NETWORK

Aurangabad: Parts of par-
ched Marathwada, including
Aurangabad city, witnessed
heavy rain, thunder and
lightning early on Monday
morning.

The unseasonal rain star-
tedataround12.40amandlas-
ted for almost an hour.

Theelectricity board shut
the power supply as a precau-
tionary measure because of
gusty winds. The supply was
also disrupted in some pla-
ces. Sharp showers brought
no benefit to the Jayakwadi
dam, the lifeline of Marath-
wada, which hit dead storage
inmid-March.

The city recorded 14.6 mm
rainfall, according to the me-
teorological department. Au-
rangabad had witnessed si-
milar heavy showers exactly
ayearagoonMay10, with17.4
mm rainfall.

“Our family woke up be-
cause of the thunder. But ve-
ry soon, the power supply
was cut off,” said Pradnya
Kulkarni, a resident of the
TV Centrearea.

Aurangabad witnessed a brief spell of unseasonal rain with gutsy
winds and lightning early on Monday morning

While electricity supply
was restored in some areas
after the rain stopped, other
places had to wait for it to re-
turn. Staffers of the state po-
wer utility were on their toes
throughout Monday, trying
to restore power supply in af-
fected areas. Cloudy condi-
tions prevailed over the city
for most of Monday, with the
maximum temperature rea-

ching 37.9 degree celsius and
the minimum 20.6 degrees
celsius. The India Meteorolo-
gical Department (IMD) has
predicted rain or thunders-
howers towards afternoon or
evening in the city over the
next 48 hours.

Temperatures are also ex-
pected to range from a mini-
mum of 22 degrees celsius to
37degrees celsius.

Pre-monsoon
rains in two
weeks: ITM

Pune: Pre-monsoon rains are
expected in different parts of
India in the next two weeks,
the Indian Institute of Tropi-
cal Meteorology (IITM) said
on Monday. Pre-monsoon sho-
wers are likely in Kerala and
Karnataka by May21.

Above-normal rain is lik-
ely in the western Himalayan
region and northeast India
between May 12 and 16. Rain-
fall is also expected in Maha-
rashtra, Madhya P,Odishaand
West Bengal, it said.

The Pune institute indica-
ted strengthening of Monsoon
currents, and a well-timed we-
akening of the anti-dyclonic
activity that could haWs&lie
rupted the monsoon advance
in India. “Early indications
for monsoon are looking good.
It is likely to strengthen over
the next two weeks,” said a sci-
entist from IITM.
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Rain, hailstorm

UJJAIN (MP), PTI: Three peo-
ple were injured on Monday
when atree fell on them at Bad-
nagar area as hailstorm and
squall coupled with rain played
, spoilsport at the Kumbh fair.
This is the second weather-
related mishap in the past 4
daysat the ongoing Kumbh fair.
“Three persons, possibly devo-
tees, were injured in Badnagar
area of the Simhastha Mela
when a tree fell on them follow-
ing asquall that hit the religious
fair. Besides 3 camps were also
damaged in Mangalnath area,”
Ujjain SP Manohar Varma said.
A large number of devotees
were seen scurrying for cover
. as weather turned hostile
. around 3 pm. “No death or ma-
| jorloss to property hasbeenre-
ported,” Ujjain district collector
Kavindra Kiyawat said.

“We are gathering informa-
tion. Some places had been hit
by the hailstorm,” he added.

The collector said around 30
lakh people had taken the holy
dip in Shipra river before the
weather became rough. Mean-

while, in a gesture of social har-
mony,"Muslims threw open
doors of a mosque to accom-
modate devotees who ran hel-
ter skelter following inclement
weather.

Lightning Kills 3
Temperatures hovered around
normal levels in most parts of
the country except in some ar-
eas of Odisha and Rajasthan,
where Phalodi town sizzled at
season’s highest of 48 degrees
Celsius, even as 3 people were
killed in lightning incidents in
Jharkhand.

Inthe national capital, itwasa
clear sky with the maximum tem-
perature settling at 38.4 degrees
Celsius, normal for this time of
theyear. In Jharkhand's Hazarib-
agh district, which recorded 30
mm rainfall, 3 persons, including
a 13-year-old boy, were killed by
the thunderbolt at Katkamdag,
Chharau,and Oreyavillages, the
police said.

Palamau and Chaibasa
recorded maximum of 41.6 and
415 degrees Celsius, respec-

tively even as several parts of
the state experienced cloudy
sky with temperatures between
35 and 39 degrees Celsius, the
MeT officials in the state said.

Heatwave back in UP
After brief respite following
light rain, heat wave made a
comeback in Uttar Pradesh
with the mercury soaring to
above 40 degrees Celsius at
some places, DHNS reports
from Lucknow. The death toll
in the current spell of heat in
the state rose to 15.

Sources here said the maxi-
mum temperature hovered
around 41 degrees Celsius at Ban-
da and Jhansi in Bundelkhand
region. Allahabad also experi-
enced a high of 40 degree Celsius
on Monday. The Met office said
that there would be no respite
from heat in the next few days.
The demand for electricity has
shot up owing to the rising tem-
perature and large parts of the
state have been experiencing
prolonged and unscheduled
power cuts.
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COLLATERAL DAMAGE: Vehicles badly damaged as trees collapsed after a thunderstorm rain during Simhastha Maha
Kumbh Mela in Ujjain on Monday. pTi
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. Rain & hail in

- drought-hit | | ‘
Marathwada

Santosh Gutthe

c el

Y Yhunderstorms broug-
F htrainand hail (like in
Salegaon, a village in
Hingolidistrict,above) to se-
veral parts of parched Mara-
thwadaonMonday early mo-
rning, and again in the eve-
ning. The unseasonal rain
started around 12.40am and
lasted for almost an hour at
Aurangabad city, which re-
corded 14.6mm rainfall. The
meteorological department
forecast further showers. In
Nashik, astorm caused a po-
wer outage of 12hours. P12
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