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Water supply from Malsisar dam restored
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The dam had breached in March just three months after it was built, inundating several areas

MOHAMMED IQBAL
JAIPUR

Water supply from a dam
built at the Kumbha Ram
Arya lift canal project near
Malsisar town in Rajasthan’s
Jhunjhunu district, which
had breached on March 31
this year, has been restored.
The dam has started supply-
ing 14 million litres per day
(MLD) of water to five towns
of the district and 114 villages
in the region.

Vast areas inundated

The water released from the
dam, situated 210 km away
from Jaipur, had inundated
several areas and created
chaos in the region, though
there was no loss of lives in
the incident. A large number
of cattle and vehicles were
swept away in the torrent
when a portion of the dam

Deluge: Malsisar dam in Jhunjhunu dlstnct of Rajasthanafter

the breach on March 31.

first developed cracks and la-
ter breached. The dam’s re-
servoir has the storage ca-
pacity of 1.5 million cubic
litres of water.

At the time of breach, the
dam had 80 MLD of water in
terms of supply, stored at g,

*SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

height of 9 metres.‘?lt was
constructed barely three
months before the mishap.
The State government re-
gistered a first information
report, besides imposing a
hefty penalty of ¥2.75 crore,
against a construction firm

which had built the dam.
Two executive engineers of
the Public Health Engineer-
ing Department, looking af-
ter the water supply works in
the State, were placed under
suspension and a three-
member committee was ap-
pointed to probe into the
incident.

Water treatment
PHED Principal Secretary
Rajat Kumar Mishra said
here on Thursday that the
construction company had
installed “four submersible
pump sets for draining out
raw water and restarted
clean water pumps. Water
was being treated and
cleaned before its supply.
Water supply has been
restored to Jhunjhunu, Ba-

.gad, Mandawa, Khetri and

Gothda towns as well as 98 of

the 114 villages where it had
earlier stopped.

Following the breakage,
the rescue teams had evac-
uated the project officials
and labourers who were
trapped in the dam” filter
plant, control tower and ad-
ministrative building. The
State  government  had
rushed the State Disaster Re-
lief Force teams from Jaipur
to Malsisar.

The lift irrigation project,
bringing the Himalayan wa-
ters to Jhunjhunu district
through Indira Gandhi Ca-
nal, was completed at a cost
0f ¥588 crore and had started
supplying drinking water in
its first phase.

Launched in August 2013,
the project had set the target
to supply water to 1,473 vil-
lages and Malsisar, Khetri,
Jhunjhunu and Sikar towns.
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The Delhi High Court on
Thursday pulled up the
Haryana government for not
issuing any tenders till date
for repair of the old sub-
branch canal, which carries
water to the national capital,

despite payment of Rs 28.16
crore toitby the Delhi Jal Board
(DJB) for the work.

Itdirected that the tender
process and award of the
workshpuld be completed by
June 15.

Abench of Acting Chief Jus-
tice Gita Mittal and Justice C
Hari Shankar was displeased
with the fact that the neigh-
bouring state had not yet
encashed the cheques for the
amount of Rs 28.16 crore
though they were sent in
March and directed it to
immediately encash them.

"No steps appear to have
been taken since our last
order of March 13," the court
observed and directed that the
tender process and award of
the work be completed at
the earliestand notlater than
June 15 so that the authori-
ties would be ready to com-
mence repairs as soon as the
monsoon hits Delhi.

The high court on March-
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Haryana said it had not

13 had directed Haryana and

Delhi to take steps toimme-  encashed the cheques as DJB
diately carry out the repairs had alsosenta Memorandum
of the Delhi Sub-Branch Canal  of Understanding (MoU) with
(DSBC). it and the same had to be

The bench said any delay
in commencing the work could be encashed.
would lead to wastage of The state also said that there
water which would be really ~ wasstill time to carry out the
needed by the national cap- ~ tender process as therepairs
ital. can be carried out only after

It also said that non- the monsoon hit the capital
encashment of the cheques ~ which was expected tobe on
was leading to the DJB hav-  or after July 1.
ing to maintain the amount The DJB on the other hand
initsaccountwithoutgetting refuted the allegation and
any accrual or interest on  claimed that the neighbour-
themoneywhich couldhave  ing state was not signing the
MoU becauseithasnointen-

signed before the amount

tion of repairing the canal as
anywater saved would accrue
to the benefit of the nation-
al capital.

It also said the monsoon
could reach Delhi around
the middle of June.

After hearing both the
sides, the bench directed the
Haryana government to forth-
with encash theamountand
immediately commence the
process of issuing tenders
for the repair work as there was
no certainty regarding arrival
of monsoon.

The courtwas hearinga PIL
moved byadvocate S BTripathi
who has said that the popu-

mmch

I

ngd

up Haryanafornotrepairingold canal

lation in Delhi was increas-

ing each day, but the raw water -

available to the city was same

or even decreasing.

Tripathi has also moved
a fresh application seeking
directions to DJB and Haryana
to carry out 100 per cent
concrete lining of the old
DSBC, similar to Munak
canal, to reduce seepage of
water.

The plea has claimed that’
presently due to seepage, 50°

per cent of the 330 cusec water

released into DSBC by

Haryana is lost and this
wastage can be brought down
to 5 per cent by concrete
lining.

It has also said the work
can be carried out during
monsoon when thereis suf-
ficient water available in
Yamuna river and DSBC can
be shut for repairs.

The bench had earlier

asked the Haryana govern-

ment to ensure itreleases the -

entire quantity of water it is

required to accordingto the
undertaking given to the -

court.
Haryana has to release

719 cusecs of water per day
into Munak canal and 330

cusecs per day in DSB canal,
according to the undertak-
ing and earlier court orders.
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TN. turns to CWC for share
of water from other States

DENNIS S. JESUDASAN
K. LAKSHMI
CHENNAI

Faced with the prospect of a
severe shortage of drinking
water in the State capital,
the Tamil Nadu government
has taken up with the Cen-
tral Water Commission
(CWC) in New Delhi the in-
consistencies on the part of
other States in releasing wa-
ter to Chennai as per the
commitment made earlier.
Though Tamil Nadu was
entitled to 12,000 million
cubic feet of water under the
Telugu Ganga Project,
among other arrangements,
to cater to the drinking wa-
ter needs of the city, the sup-
ply has not been regular.
Officials from Tamil Nadu
had to visit neighbouring
Andhra Pradesh multiple
times in a year to get the due

Irregular inflow: Tamil Nadu has never received the entire
share of Krishna water since 1996, say officials. sFiLe pHoTO

“share of water.

In January 2017, the then
Chief Minister, O. Panneer-
selvam, visited the neigh-
bouring State to seek water
from Krishna river. Officials
in the Water Resources De-
partment said Tamil Nadu
had never received the en-
tire share of 12 tmcft of water

since 1996 and even when
the water came, it was errat-
ic. ;

A senior WRD officer said:
“Andhra Pradesh is telling us
that it can give only 2.3
tmcft, following the bifurca-
tion of the State, and that
the rest of the quantum of
water that a unified Andhra

Says supply has been irregular under the Telugu Ganga Project

was supposed to provide
will have to be taken from

‘Telangana. As for the share

of Krishna water from Kar-
nataka and Maharashtra, Ta-
mil Nadu has to take it up
with those States and not
with A.P., it says.”

‘Meeting soon’

A senior CWC official said:
“The issue raised by Tamil
Nadu was that other States,
which were supposed to give
water for Chennai’s drinking
water needs, have been in-
consistent in giving water
under the Telugu Ganga pro-
ject. We will soon convene a
meeting of all States con-
cerned over the issue.”

As per the Telugu Ganga
Project, unified Andhra Pra-
desh, Karnataka and Maha-
rashtra have to jointly re-
lease 15tmcft.




