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NEW DELH!: The National Green
Tribunal-appointed expert
committee has said the mega-
cultural event held on the banks
of Yamuna by the Art of Living
Foundation caused extensive
damage to the fragile floodplain.
The committee, set up in
March to assess the damage
caused to the floodplain because
of the activity during and before
the event, submitted its report
to the tribunal on Wednesday.
The committee, which had
said after a pre-event visit that
the foundation should pay X120
crore as compensation for the

damage it caused to the flood-
plain, did not fix monetary
compensation in its final report.

«The tribunal asked the min-
istry of water resourcesto form
a separate committee and fix a
compensation amount. This com-
mittee has to submit its report in
three weeks,” said Ritwick Dutta,
lawyer for the petitioner.

The Art of Living Foundation,
however, filed an application to

reconstitute the expert commit-

tee on the grounds that the com-
mittee was biased.

“Our application has been
filed on the basis of strong irref-
utable evidence. The committee
has admitted that they had In
the first instance inadvertently

VLPL.Chironic]
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recommended the compensation
amount without any scientific
agsessment. One committee
member published his baseless
conclusions in a media inter-
view. We have found that another
member of the expert committee
has an extremely close proximity
with the petitioner,” a statement
issued by the foundation said.
The tribunal has not heard the
plea. “It is not logical to take the
report of the committee into con-
sideration before our application
is heard,” the statement added.
Earlier, the foundation sub-
mitted a report compiled by
another set of experts which
said no harm was caused to the
floodplain because of the event.
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water 1nt0 the Saraswati river
has been successful In Yamu-

the llkmareaonamunana '

gar district from Uncha Chand-
na village to Jhivrehri village.
The water has now entered the

Sources said the 25 cusecs'

water was released into the

river from Uncha Chandna

village at 3 pm on August 3.

- . Thewaterwas laterincreased
A fgiat ystd X ﬁ 2 s

Water flows into the Saraswati
river in Uncha Chandna village
of Yamunanagar district.
TRIBUNE PHOTO

s R TSN

to 50 cusecs on August 6 and

1t would be further increased

1o 130 cusecs soon.

Haryana
Sa,raswatl Heritage Develop-
ment Board, said the trial run
of had been going on since
August 3.

The sources said in the first
phase, the water of the river

Kifrtiwaj, Bty

Ghaggar river in Kaithal dis-
trict till the rest of the portion
of the river was excavated in
other districts.

They said the water was

being supplied to the

Saraswati river from the

Dadupur head through the

Shahbad-Nalvi feeder The
water of Som, Pathrala and

Yamunarivers (through West-
ern Yamuna Camal) gets col-
lected at the Dadupur head. :
~ “The revival of the
Saraswati will solve several
purposes, including reli- ¢
gious sentiments of the peo-
ple, recharging of ground- ' a
water in an area facing the fi
problem of low water table, n
interlinking of rivers, maxi- fe
mum use of rain and flood-
WAL in Harms 5 réser. ¢
voirs,” said Bhardwaj. i
The sources said excavation p.
of the river had been started  fc
with the efforts of Darshan . aj
Lal Jain, president, Saraswati v
Nadi Shodh Sansthan, on :
April 21, 2015. ac
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S canty \ty raintall in HP
Punjab, Haryana Met

VijAy MOHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, AUGUST 10
The monsoon in Punjab,
Haryana and  Himachal
Pradesh has been deficient
so far, though the national
average of rainfall 1s mar-
ginally above normal.

Data compiled by the Indian
Meteorological Department
(IMD) reveals that till August
9. rainfall has been deficient
by 22 per cent in Punjab and
20 per cent in Haryana and
Himachal Pradesh. Rainfall is
termed as deficient if the devi-
- ation is 20 per cent or more
from normal. |

This season, Punjab
received 228.7 mm ranfall
against the normal of 293.4
mm. In Haryana, it was 212.5
m against the normal of
266.6, while in HP it was 398.6
against the normal of 499.6.

Out of 12 -districts In

Himachal Pradesh, rainfall
has been below normal in
eight, with the shortfall rang-
ing from eight to 83 per cent

this season. While three out

of the 22 districts in Punjab
have experienced excess

downpour, rainfall is 10-80 .

per cent below normal 1n 15
districts. Only one district out
of 21 in Haryana received
excess rainfall, while in 17

“the deviation was three to 71

per cent below normal.
In contrast, the relatively

drier state of Rajasthan has
received bountiful rains, with

the deviation being 56 per

cent above normal in east
Rajasthari and 13 per cent
above normal in west

Rajasthan. Rainfall has also
been deficient iIn eastern

. Gijarat, Kerala, Jharkhand

and the northern states. The
average rainfall in J&K is 8
per cent above normal.
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NEW DELHI, AUGUST 10 )
Heavy rains lashed the;
national  Capital  thijs
evening leading to traffic
snarls while high humidity
troubled Delhiites. ;

“The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures were
recorded at 35.3°C and
27.5°C, both a notch above’
normal,” said an officia] of
the Met Department. N

The humidity levels oscil-
lated between 89 and 60 per
cent. While no rainfa]l was
recorded till 5:30 pm, heavy
rains lashed various parts of
Delhi after that which Jed to.
traffic snarls on major inter-
sections. — PTT '
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DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 9

There will be no prob-
lem for those intend-
Ing to take a holy dip
during the 12-day Kris-
hna Pushkaralu start-
ing from August 12 in
Guntur and Krishna
districts as officials
have released water
from Nagarjunasagar:

AP engineer-in-chief

M. Venkateswara Rao
told this newspaper on
Maonday that about

3,500 cusecs of Kris-
hna water was being
released from the dam,
which will be incre-
ased to 7,000 cusecs by
Wednesday The water
will be stored at
Pulichinthala dam on
the Nalgonda-Guntur
border.

“From Pulichintala
to Prakasam barrage
and further down, we
will regulate water
release mainly for the
purpose of bathing at
all the ghats on either
side of the river, but
we will see water is
not wasted,” he said.

»  He saild that starting
Thursday, a day ahead
of the Pushkaralu, a
good amount of water
would flow in the river.

He said the Pulichin-
tala dam had 1.4 tmc ft

The Assam Tribune { Guwahati)
The Times of india ( Mumbai )

The Telegraph { Kolkata )
f%crg'edﬁ ( gz=)

Krishna ﬂows
to AP hélp TS

of water which would
be augmented by sup-
plies from Nagarj-
unasagar. The releases
from Nagarjunasagar
to Pulichintala would
be useful for the devo-
tees in the bathing
ghats in Telangana
state like Vadapally,
Mattapally and NS
Dam Sivalayam areas.

Telangana state irri-
gation officials’ have

been instructed to rel-
ease nearly 2 tmc ft of
water daily (about
22,000 cusecs) from

Srisallam to Nagarju-

nasagar to Build up
the level. Despite infl-
ows into Srisailam,
the situation at Nag-
arjunasagar continues

to be critical with

water at 506 ft, below

the Minimum Draw

Down Level of 510 ft
against full reservoir
level of 590 ft.

There is a steady
inflow of about 1.67
lakh cusecs into Srisa-
ilam, where the water
level touched 862 feet
on Tuesday against
the full reservoir level
of 885 feet. According
to a senior irrigation
official, water released
from Srisailam - to
Nagarjunasagar will
be useful for both TS
and AP.

TS TO SUPPLY KRISHNA

HYDERABAD, AUG 9

The Telangana state
government is brac-
ing up to ensure suf-
ficient water at the
bathing ghats in Ma-
hbubnagar and Nalg-
onda districts for the
Krishna Puskaralu.
While the water is

reaching Dbathing

ghats in dahbubna-
gar, there is little

water in the river in
Nalgonda district.

WATER TO 2 DISTRICTS

DC CORRESPONDENT

Coming to know of
the situation, Chief
Minister K. Chandr-
asekhar Rao report-
edly asked irrigation
minister T. Harish
Rao to speak to col-
lectors of Mahbub-
nagar and Nalgonda
districts and ensure
availability of water.

Mr Harish Rao,
who held a video
conference, said
there would be suffi-
cient water in both
the districts.

The Deccan Hearld { Bengiuru )
, _The-Deccan Chronical ( Hyderabad )

Central Chronical { Bhopal }
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Ponds in Yelagiri Hills get new lease of life

SERENA JOSEPHINE M.

VELLORE: Three p0nds in Ye-

lagiri Hills have been given

a new lease of life. Thanks
to the efforts of two middle-
aged men and their friends,
two ponds which were ear-
lier covered with dirt and
silt are slowly getting good
flow of sparkling clean wa-
ters. Work on the third one
is underway.

When the former Presi-
dent AP] Abdul Kalam,
passed away last year, forty-
- nine-year-old K. Pugalend-
“hi Raja and his cousin PV.
Bhagavath (45) - residents
of Kodiyur in Jolarpet, were
inspired to walk in his foot-
steps. Motivated by the
country’s “Missile Man”
- they decided to make a dif-
terence to the society. They
began an NGO shortly.

“Thus was born Curing

the Nature, a not for profit
organisation. We wanted to
take sustained efforts to
conserve nature. We along
with the NGO members
and friends from Jolarpet,
Vaniyambadi and Tirupat-

Rt T
....
R

TR

cleaned up three ponds in

Yelagiri Hills. In fact, per-

sons, who came across
their efforts on Facebook,

=5
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were fully covered with
silt,” he added.

As a number of friends
chipped in, the team, com-

P
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girt Hills. '

was abandoned, and we
have desilted them,” Mr.

Bhagavath added. The
group took up the works ev-

tur started to take up clean- - also joined them. prising 50 to 60 persons, ery Sunday. “Last Sunday,
Ing measures at Yelagiri o ~ started to desilt the water we started desilting works
Hills,” said Mr. Raja. Source of drinking water bodies. In fact, a number of at the third pond. It will

It was then they came:

across three abandoned
water bodies in Muthanoor
- village, the first hamlet be-
tween the lith and 12th
hairpin bend of Yelagiri
Hills.

They along with friends
have now successfully

e -y ——— e aAE A - —

“Years ago; these ponds
served .as drinking water
source for the villagers.
The three ponds had re-

ceived water from one

spring. But the ponds were

abandoned as people
moved on to borewell and
water sumps. The ponds

persons joined hands after
coming across their work
on Facebook.

“We started to clean the
first pond nearly three
months ago. We moved on
to the second pond subse-
quently. The water bodies
were filled with dirt as it

take another 4-5 weeks to

complete the work. ,” Mr.
Raja said. He added that

“youngsters from the village

- - — R — -_ .

also came forward to join
the work. “We need to con-
serve water bodies and not
waste such natural re-

sources,” he said.
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Light showers may

continue today

STAFF REPORTER

CHENNAI: After a hot day, light
showers surprised city resi-
dents on Tuesday evening.
This is likely to continue for
the next 24 hours. |

Due to the convection proc-
ess, the sky is likely to be clou-
dy and rain or thundershowers
may occur in some parts of the
city during the evening or
night, officials of the Meteoro-
logical Department said.

On Tuesday, Nungambak-
kam and Meenambakkam re-
ceived 0.9 cm and 0.5 cm of
rainfall respectively.
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Due to convective
l activity, the sky is

likely to be cloudy
and showers may
occur after evening

Though there was a cooling
effect after the rain, the maxi-
mum temperature remained 37
degree Celcius and the mini-
mum 24 degree Celctus, ofh-
cials said.

Some parts of the State and
Puducherry too are likely to ex-
perience light showers in the
next 24 hours.
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BENGALURU: The Hipparagi
barrage in Jamakhandi
taluk of, Bagalkot district
continued to receive huge
inflow of water on Monday
as River Krishna is in spate,
following incessant rainfall
in Maharashtra.

The inflow was 2.08 lakh
cusecs and the outflow was a
like quantity. The Kankanawa-
di-Jamkhandi road is under wa-
ter due to the floods. Deputy
Commissioner P A Meghan-
navar has said that 11 villages
in Jamkhandi taluk will be
completely submerged and 16
villages will go under water
partially if rain continues in the
neighbouring state.

People in Kankanawadi and
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Krishna continues to swell with Wa

People in low-lying areas being moved to safer places; villages face threat of flooding

te

_',,-‘._ S

_l-':"r.'.':
s
e e 5L ‘_':-'!'- -
[ Gl (et
e e Ty
b = .'r;" )
. gk Ca . T g
i C AT 3 .

1 $

1 4
.

Tl s,

AL

arld
'-r, dad

r from Maharashtra

trict received 27.8 mm rainfall.

There was moderate rainfall
in the Malnad region of Uttara
Kannada district, while show-
ers were on the wane in the
coastal region. There was co-
pious inflow into the Kadra
reservoir of Karwar taluk, fol-
lowing rain in the catchment
areas. Excess water is likely to
be released and people in the
low-lying areas have been ad-
vised to move to safer places.

Intermittent rains lashed
various parts of Shivamogga
district.

Shivamogga, Bhadravathi,
Hosanagar, Thirthahalli, Sagar
received moderate to heavy
rain intermittently. Shikaripur
and Sorab received moderate
rain. The water level in Lin-

esidents from Ingali village in Chikkodi taluk, Belagavi district move to a safer place by boat, fearing that their village would go under water, on Monday.

Muttoor villages are being
(Right) Brick kilns face the threat of being flooded by water of River Krishna at Manjri village in Chikkodi taluk, Belagavi district. pH PHOTO

shifted as a precautionary
'measure. Bagalkot district in-

ganamakki dam rose to
1,786.35 feet against the maxi-

‘charge secretary Gangaram

Baderia held a meeting with re-

‘gard to the precautionary

' measures to be taken, in the
city on Monday.

. Discharge of water from
reservolrs in Maharashtra and

heavy rain for the past couple

of days in the catchment areas
of River Krishna and its tribu-
taries has led to an increase in
the number of roads and
bridges going under water in
Chikkodi, Raibag and Athani
taluks to 14.

Rain receded in the district

with sunshine being witnessed.
Water inflow from Maharash-
tra into River Krishna in-
creased to 1.84 lakh cusecs.
Residents from Ingali village
in Chikkodi taluk shifted to
safer places along with their
livestock after officials apprised
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them of the threat they faced if
river water levels rose further.
Boats were used to evacuate
them.

Despite river Krishna and its
tributaries flowing above the
danger mark, none of the vil-
lages in the basin has been ma-

rooned. Showers receding in
Maharashtra has come as a sol-
ace with river water levels ex-
pected to dip in the next couple
of days.

Kodagu district experienced
drizzle on Monday. The water
level in Harangi reservoir stood
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at 2,857.98 feet. The inflow of
water was 4,606 cusecs, while
2,240 cusecs water was re-
leased into the river.

On the other hand, there was
scanty rainfall in Dakshina
Kannada.

In the last 24 hours, the dis-
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mum level of 1,819 feet. The in-
flow of water was 21,670
cusecs. Water level in Mani
dam rose to 582.12 metres
against the maxamum level of
594.36 metres. The inflow was

2,784 cusecs.
DH News Service
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