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KHAMMAM GETS

- HIGHEST RAINFALL

IN TELANGANA

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 9

The monsoon currents have
picked up intensity and

~ heavy rains lashed many

districts in the state since
early Wednesday.
Khammam received close
to 10 c¢m rainfall in five
hours in the morning fol-
lowed by a strong spell in
Medak district. The upper

i air circulation which
- turned into depression over
. the Bay of Bengal strength-

ened the-current, resulting

. in heavy rains accompa-

' nied by a strong gale.

The single strong spell
will not reduce the deficit.
The state needs more rains
to cross the minus figure.

Currently, out of 10 origi-

nal districts  which also

cover the newly formed 31
mandal-turned districts of
Telangana, eight major dis-
tricts fall in the deficit
table. They are: Adilabad,

" Karimnagar, Mahbubnagar,

Medak, Nalgonda,
Nizamabad, Ranga Reddy

. and Warangal. While two

districts — Hyderabad and
Khammam — are surplus

" by a low margin.

The state is supposed to
have around 43.67 cm of

. rainfall. However, it is a

staggering figure with 37.47

. cm, a deficit of 14 per cent.
During the last 24 hours the

south-west monsoon cur-
rents, which have been
weak since July-end, picked
up pace.

Telangana and Coastal
Andhra Pradesh will con-
tinue to receive heavy rains
in the coming days.
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M to meet Mandya MLAs, MP today on water release to TN

iddaramaiah
0 lead all-party
lelegation to
entre on
rought a9

HIKKAMAGALURU, DHNS:
hief Minister Siddaramaiah
n Tuesday said that he has
nvened a meeting of
ILAs and the MP from
landya on Wednesday to
Iscuss releasing water
om the KRS dam to Tamil
adu.

Speaking to reporters here,
re chief minister said that the

volume of water to be released

will be decided based on the .

availability of water in the
reservoir. A final decision will
be taken during a meeting of
the elected representatives of
all other districts coming under
the Cauvery delta on August
19. :

Siddaramaiah said that
while the available storage
recorded is 53 tmcft, thereisa
requirement of 35 tmcft for ir-
rigation and 30 tmcft for drink-
ing water purpose. As per the
crisis agreement, the state has
released 12 tmeft as against the
committed 21 tmcft of Cauvery
water to Tamil Nadu.

Stating that the state is ex-
pected to receive rain this
month, the chief minister said

[ AR IR W i A

According to Chief Minister Siddaramaiah, the available siof—

e

age recorded in KRS is 53 tmcft. There is a requirement of 35
tmcft for irrigation and 30 tmcft for drinking water.

that cloud seeding has been

planned as an alternative, with
measures being taken to start
it from the month-end, after
studying the exact places to
take up the initiative.

On the prevailing drought
situation in the state, he said
that he has written to the Cen-
tre. Besides, an all-party dele-
gation will be taken to New Del-
hi. Although a similar exercise

was conducted in the past to
tide over the Cauvery and Ma-
hadayi crises, there was no pos-
itive response from the Central
government.

Siddaramaiah also made a
mockery of BJP state president |
B S Yeddyurappa for not rais- :
ing the issue of farm loan waiv-
er. While the state government '
has waived the crop loans ad- .
vanced by cooperative banks,
the BJP failed to exert pressure
on the Central government to
waive the loans given by nation-
alised banks.

Healso questioned the stand
of the Union government,
when the same dispensation
had decided to write off the
loans advanced to industrialists
to the tune of Rs 81,000 crore.
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Yamuna floodplain was in sordid
state before event: AoL to NGT

PTI
NEW DELHI, 16 AUGUSY
Yamunafloodplainwas ina“sor-
did” condition prior to the
holdingof the three-dayWorld
Culture Festival, the Art of Liv-
ing (AoL) foundation of Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar today told the
National Green Tribunal.

Referring to a report of the
Principal Committee, dated
April 19, 2014, Aol told the
green panel that cultural and
religious activitieswere permitted
atthesiteand therewasnobar
on holding of the extravagan-
za.

The NGT set up the Princi-
pal Committeetoseeexecution
of Yamuna cleaning.

&

“It is submitted that the
eventsitewasinasordid state,
to say the least. Even with
regard to the state of theflood-
plainsinsofarasdebrisdump-
ing was concerned, the situa-
tion was admittedlyno better,”
advocate Nikhil Sakhardande,
appearing for AoL, said.

TheAoLtold abenchhead-
edbyNGT ChairpersonJustice
Swatanter Kumar thatitwasa
“pre-requisite” for the seven-
member expertpanel to know
about the status of the flood-
plains priortothe event before
coming to the conclusion
whether anydamage was caused
by holding it there last year.

It said the seven-member

expert committee, which has

held the organisation respon-
siblefor the damage, hasunder-
taken an exercise on a “com-
pletely erroneous factual matrix

On the issue of damage to
wetlands onthesite, the Aolsaid
that the committee has com-
pletely erred in assuming that
the event site had such water
bodies.

“Firstand foremost, nowet-

‘lands existed on the event site

as contemplated by the legal
regime or otherwise. It is sub-
mitted that in order to consid-
er any land as wetland, it is
imperative that the statutorypro-
cedure and process by which
such land is identified and
declared tobe awetlandis fol-
jowed in its entirety,” it said.
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Plan to find a
permanent
solution to N-E
floods: Govt

PRADEEP KAUSHAL @\g
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 10 \

THE CENTRE proposes to find a permanent
solution to floods in the Northeast, includ-
ing Assam, MoS (Home) Kiren Rijiju said
whileresponding to a calling-attention mo-
tion in Lok Sabha Thursday.

The motion was moved by Gaurav Gogoi of
the Congress, who said the government wasin
deep slumber like Kumbhkaran and failed to
take quick action when such calamities struck.

Rijiju said Rs 100 crore has been earmarked
for finding a permanent solution, and experts
will help draw the plan. He rejected the charge
that the government had failed to respond to
the yearly floods in time and had given little
financial assistance to affected states.

He said the Centre did notdiscriminate be-
tween states, and told Gogoi that two instal-
ments of state disasterzesponse funds had
been already given to Assam, He fold Saugata

Roy{TMC)that Rs 130 crore Hiad been givento.

West Bengal for desﬂtmg{ff the ‘Damodar. To
Roy's (rarge of dtscnmmaﬁdn againstBengal,
Rijijr1n’ the statev.as @t to submitamem-
orandum tothe Centre toget funds forﬂoods

BJD demands tribunal for
Mahanadi waterdispute

The BJD demanded an inter-state tribunal
for resolving Odisha’s Mahanadi water dis-
pute with Chhattisgarh. BJD floor leader
Bhartruhari Mahtab said during zero hour the
Supreme Court had favoured the appoint-
ment of a tribunal but the Centre was yet to
do so.The BJD MPs came into the well to to get
the government to respond, but in vain.

Mahtab said “certain barrages” had been
built by the Chhattisgarh government up-
stream “without the permission of the Union
government”. Odisha had withessed a “joss of
80 per cent flow in Mahanadi during the non-
monsoon period” during 2016-2017, There is
abill providing for a permanent water dispute
tribunal at the national level, he said.
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