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When two rivers meet

- OnWednesday, after flowin
- Krishna delta region. Anoth
Barrage, Vijayawada, on Se

- By SREENIVAS JANYALA

Budameru

GODAVARI-KRISHNA LINK
© Theplan is to divert 80 TMC of water
- from the Polavaram dam into the
Right Main Canal, which will take
water to the Prakasam Barrage on
Krishnariver i Vijayawads -

- The background

- M 3008TMCof the Godavari's flood waters

- flows into the Bay of Bengal SVErY year,

-~ Successive Andhra Pradesh governments
have been trying to harness at Jeast 19 per
centofthiswater and divert some of it into
the Krishna, whose delta faces an acute
shortage of water for irrigation from Juneto
August,
W While the planis to eventually divert wa-
ter from the Polavarars dars, since thedam
is still under construction and will take at
iast 4 to 5 years to be ready, the
Chandrababu Naidu government decided
to divert Godavari water from tha
Pattiseernalift lrrigation Scheme. This plan
will kick off on September 16. For now,
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RIVER-INTERLINKING of 30 such projects that aim to facilitae
The Godavari-Krishna link, also known inter-basin transfer of water - 16 of
asFoiavamm-Vﬁayawadaﬁnkison!y. theseareinwhatistaﬂedﬂtg B
one part of the inuch larger Mahanadi- ‘pemmuiarcomponem'afﬂwplanm _
Sodavari-Krishna-Pennar-Cawvery-  14inthe Himalayan component’.~ .~ -
Vaigaiﬁvbr-hteﬁhﬁngpmjecﬂt’son‘e” Work on the Codavari-Krishna Bk was

since September 1, the government has
beencarrying outa trialrun, pumping wa-
ter into the canal from the Tadipudi lift ir
rigation project of the Godavari, it's this wa-
ter that will entey the Krishna delta on
September 15,

The Pattiseema plan

Pattiseera is a village in Polavaram
mandal of West Godavari district, 86 TMC
of flood water from the Godavari at this
point will be diverted into the Polavaram
Right Main Canal, whichis nearly complete
up o Prakasam Barrage on river Krishna at
Vijayawada, 174 km away:

But this water has to be lifted from the
Godavari at Pattiseema and pumped to

g 124 km, water from the Godavari river
er 50 km, and the Godavari waters wil
ptember 15, marking a milestone inth
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the Polavaram Right Main Canal. 3.9 km

away. .

# Bynextyear, 24 vertical turbine pumps
6f 4,611 HP each will i and pump the wa-
ter through 12 rows of pipelines into the
Polavaram canal, The flood in Godavari fasts
until the jast week of November, The 24
puraps will 1t 8 500 cusecs of water, ha-
nessing 80TMC overa period of 108 daysor
untii the Godavari food lasts, according to
V'S Ramesh Babu, Chief Engineer,
Pattiseema Project

®  Rs 1,427 crore is the cost of the
Pattiseerna project, which was approved
onfanuary 1, 2615, and work on which be-
gan onFebruary 23.

in Andhra Pradesh reached the
Iflow into the Krishna at Prakasam
e river-interlinking project

takmupenapﬂoﬁtybasls.almw_iﬂl :
Ken-Betwa, +Pirsfal, Pas-
Chambal, Of these, work on Kenv-Betwa

awaiting Cabinet clearance.

The gains :

W Of the B0TMCof Godavari waser, 1
TMIC will be diverted to domestic and in-
dustrial users in major towns in Krishna
and West Godavari districss, The remain-
ing 70 TMC will be released for irrigation
in Krishna and West Godavari districts,
enough to irrigate 7 fakh acres of paddy
fields

B 86 TMC of Godavari water in the
Krishna delta means the pressure to St
ply water from river Krishna eases and the
Krishna water can be saved and stored at
Srisailam dars, from where it can be Sup-
plied to the drought-prone Rayalaseema
region,
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WéStéfil Ghats:
Govt issues fresh
draft notification

. I
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE \Q/ A\
NEW DELHL, SEPTEMBERI0 '

THE GOVERNMENT has issued a fresh draft notification
o dernarcate eco-sensifive zones in the Westem Ghats
mﬂ)omaltﬂmgmeamasmwed intheproposedzones ||
in anearlier draft notification.

A fresh draft notification had become necessary be-
cause the 545-day deadline specified in the previous draft
notification for completion of the process of delinating
the eco-sensitive zones was coming to anend.

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar said on
‘Thursday that any alteration in the pmposed eco-sensi-
tive zones can oply happen after all the six stakehoider
state governments submit their recommendations.

The Western Ghats, a 1500-km biodiversity-rich gaok-
ogical formation near the western Indian coast that is also
richin yminerals, is beinig sought to be protected from in-
discriminate industriatisation, Two government 2ppoin-
tedcommitteesinrecent past have made recommernlat-
jons on how to preventirmeversible damage to the area,
The first of these, calied Western Ghats Fcology Expert
Panel headed by environmentalist Madhav Gadgil, reco-
mmended that no fresh industrial activity should be all-
owed in the region. The other one, a High Level Working
Group headed by space scientist K Kasturirangan, re-
viewed the Gadgil report and sugpested that 37 percent
of the region should be made ecologically sensitive.

Following their reports, the government had identi-

« fied 4,156 villages in six states as ecologically sensitive,
However, the move faced resistance fromthe local pop-
ulations and state governments, which saw a threat io
livelihood and development projeds.
The Environment Ministry has asked alithe six states
- Gujarat, Maharashira, Goa, Kamataka, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu — o physically verify the proposed demarcated ar-
easandthen submztspec:ﬁcobﬁ(:ﬁnm()niymmtes
have done this so far
OnThursday, Javadekar stressed that demarcationof
geo-sensitive zones would not affect the fives of about
- 50 mitlion people in these areas. “Their agritultare and
plantation.. normat businesses and othey activities will
also not get adversely affected,” he said, He added that
the freshnotification had tried to address the apprehen-
sions some peaple had about the moveto demarcate eco-
sensitive zones, “Some people were concerned that they
would not evenbe able to make changes to their houses
l once thisis done... they would be driven out of their na-
tive places. No such thing is going to happern. The fresh
nofification makes this emphatically dear.” he said.
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Akanksha Jain

NEW DELH: A neglected
stretch, the Najafgarh water-
way in the city presents a
stark contrast from the many
waterways in the West.
Despite its rich history dat-
ing back to the Mughals, the
Najafgarh waterway is now
known for being the largest,
but filthiest drain in Delhi,
To bresk the stereotype,
the Pelhi Urhan Art Commis-
sion has proposed a greenway
pedestrian connection along

the Nasjafgarh waterway in

keeping with its focus on de-
veloping a well-connected
city.

The Commission has pro-
posed to create a continuous
pedestrian trail system con-
secting the edges of Najaf-
garh waterway with green
zones i along it. 1t has plans
to renovate a part of the wa-
terway from Vikaspori fo
Mundka covering a stretch of
iikms,

Besides this, environmen-
tally - sustainable  public
amenities such as tolets and
shopping hubs have also been
proposed.

The Commission has pre-
pared a comprehensive study
of the varicus aspects of the
Najafgarh waterway with de-
tailed designs of various
nodes afong it.

The study proposes to reju-
venate the Hast Minar Park
and revive its heritage value,
The Hast Minar Park in Hast-
sai viflage les on the Najaf-
garh Road.

The Hast Minar was built
by Mughal Emperor Shahja-
hanin the 16508 and itsprem-
ises are now being used as a
dump yard.

* The study also aims at cre-
ating e-rickshaw trail for peo-
ple besides water taxis as an
slternate mode of fransport

Najafgarh drain to be revamped |

" ious] e it had a capacity of just
wmw : 900 cusecs. It has now been | |
w;twhich Biia designed to take a discharge of
originates in f N BO00 s

* Jaipar district of K : _
Rajasthan and Vikaspans Ot is the largest basin in terms
enters Delhi near of catchment areaof g o

CHANNELISING THE DRAIN

DUAG propeses a pedestrian and a cyele trail along the drain with supplementary activities such
as shopping hubs, festival and sports ground etc afohg with water taxis and an e-rickshaw trail

@1t is one of the six natural drainage channels in Delki ON THE WATERFRONT
O The Dolhi government used it
for better flood management -

HE REGHY COURSE

. " O According to TERT, Najafgarh |
Ef’Itgeétfe #s name dmm\iistr{}e.}argesémsegva% i T
rom carrying drain in ap
Najafgarh lake RADY 23 oy ma

| The study proposes to rejuvenate the Hast Minar Park that was built by Mughal
Emperor Shabjahan in the 1650s. its premises are now being wsed as a dump yard

to cross Najafgarh waterway,

1t also proposes environ-
ment friendly DEWAT svs-
tem to clean the water so that
it can be used to irrigating the
green area that would be
developed.

The study divides the wa-
terway in to upper, middle
and lower streteh,

Inthe upper streteh, it pro-
poses seating areas, resiau-
rants, water taxd stands, open
restaurants. The middle
streich would be seasonal ac-
tivities Hke weekly markets
and wurban farms besides
parks and festival grounds.

The lower streich would
accommodate  recreational
activities for the neighbour- 2
hood with children’s play area
and dense plantation,

The study proposes % strat-
egy keeping in mind the flood
levels of the middie stretch of
the waterway. o

The Commission said that
such developmment would en-
courage a healthy respect for
water management.

The study also aiins at creating an e-rickshaw
trail for people to cross the Nejafgarh waterway.
- FILE PHOTO ' ‘




= Japanese military heli-
copters plucked dozens
of residents from the
tops of their homes on
Thursday but rescue offi-
cials said they were
unable to keep up with
the pleas for help after
raging floodwaters
swamnped parts of a city

north of Tokyo.
# Heavy rain
pummeilled
japanfora ¢r
second ~ 11
straight day,
the Kinugawa
River broke
through a flood
berm, sending
a wali of water into Joso,
about 50 kilometers (30
miles) northeast of
Japan's capital,

a National broadcaster
NHK showed aerial
footage of rescuers low-
ered from helicopters
and ciambering ento
second-floor balconies

to reach stranded resi-
dents.

W Japan's Kyodo news
service reported that 39
peopie had been rescued
by Japan's Seif-Defense
Forces, as its military is
catled, and rescue work
was continuing.

A Alkdra Motokawa, a city
evacuation official, told
NHK that rescuers have
been unable to respond
to the volume of calis for
help. The administration
has ordered that 90,000 °
residents have to be
evacuated.

w The Transport Ministry
estimated that 6,900
househelds have been
affected by the flooding,
Kyodo said, adding only
about 2,500 of the city’s
residentis had been evac-
uated beforehand {o
shelters, The floodwa-
ters reached at jeast 8
kilormeters (5 miles)
from the breach.

A Tokyo was drenched
with rain, but the hard-
est-hit area was to the

north in tharaki and
Tochigi prefec-
tures. One woman
was missing hours
after a landsiide hit
houses at the foot
of a steep, wooded
incline, Builet train
sarvice was partial-
ly suspended,
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-2 Doppler Weather Radars to come up in U’khand

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Dehradun, 10 Seplember

Two Boppler Weather Radar
(BWR) wouldsoconbesetup
in Uttarakhand fo give
weather forecasis with more
precision,

This would be of great
help to the hill siate as it
would tell when, whereand
howmuchof rainandstorm
would be reported af least
two hours in advance, giv-
ing concerned officials
enocugh time to issue an
alert and ensure the safety
of the people,

“Work toputupDWRs is
goingon in the couniry and

in Uttarakhand, one would
be instailed in Mussoorie
and another in Almora,”
informed Vikram Singh,
direcior of the state mete
orological department,
adding that the inspection
has been done here and
soon the work would start.

Thisis heingdoneunder
the Himalayan integrated
Meteorological Project here.
Once the DWRs are fune-
tional, then definitely the
weather forecast would be
more accurate, he claimed.

Singh also said that, “with
thistechnigue we would be
able {0 know that where,
when and how much of
rains are expected about

two hours before,

Besides, it would also
give idea of the storm and
thunder and tell its inten-
sity ‘T'he forecastson clond
hursts can also be made

with the help of these™

The meteorclogical
department is using this
techniguetoavoid damage
due to unprecedented
¢hange in weather condi-

tions every year In 14 other
cities of the country the
DWRs have already heen
puiup These include Mum-
bai, Delhi, Chennai,
Kolkata, Patna, Vishakha-
patnam, Patiala, Lucknow
etc,

According to weather
experts, itisatype of radar
which works on Doppler
effect. It cancount the com:
plete data within the 400 km
radius of its operation. To
operate these, the meteo
rojogical department had
entered into an Mol} with
ISRO in 2008. This tech
nique isalready popniar in
many parts of the world.

Onee the DWRs are

installed they would be of
great help to the hill state
which faces problems every
yeay, speciaily during the
MOnSO0L.

Heavy and unprecedented
rains, storms and cloud
hursts create havoc every
vear in the state, putting at
risk the lives of people and
tolirists.

Withthe alerts issued in
advance, people could be
shifted to safer places 1t
would be useful also to the
army, SDRF and ITBP
deployed in the areas of
tough geographicalterrain
during the peak monsoon
seasen, which is also the
tourist season in the state.
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- Call on Ghats eco sensitive
zone ne gets delayed by 2 mths

@nmegroupmm

New Delhi The final deci

sion on denarcating ecologi-
:ocally sensiive arem (ESA)

within Wesern Ghats has got

| delayed forat least two more

months as he Centre has had
to extend the deadiine for

: hearing sttes’ concerns by
¢ anothersidays in theahsence

of reportsrom two states,
While Gujarat, Keras,

i Goaand Larnataka have sub.

mitted their reports on de

: marcatin after conducting
i groundevel

verification,
Maharsshtrs and Tamil Na-

: duhaveyettosubmittheirre.
I boris te the inion environ.
i mentasd forests ministry

it is expected that both
the states wili present their
views within the extended

Centre to hear states on demarca-
tion of ecofegicatly sensitive area

period of 8Gdays. Thereafter
theministry willexamineall
the reports and issue 2 final
notiication, demarcating
theexact ESA.

Assuring that the “ina¥
notification will not in any
way affect the bagie livelihood
issuws, including agriculture

and plantation activities, of

the local people, Pnion enve
rennent and forests ministar
Prakash Javadekar on Thurs-
duy said, “The government is

fidlly committed to protect the
ecology of the Western Ghats.
At the same time, it is deter-
mined o ensure sustainable
development in the region.”
He was speaking on re-is.
sueof the'draft notification
on Western Ghats. The min-
istry had on September 4 js-
sued the ‘draft’ notification
in supersessien of the notifi-
cation of March 10, 2014,
“This re-issue of draft no-
tificationgivesusa window of
66 days. We have communi
cated to Maharashira and a.
mil Nadu to send their re-
ports as so0n 4s possible We
wantiobringelarityontheis
sue. Thignotification isa pro-
gressive  step.  Otherwise
there would have been confiz
sion,” Javadekarsaid .
Forthefull report, logonto
wwu timesofindia.com
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'R'lsmg water table in SE
Delhi poses flood threat

Jayashree.Nand
@timesgroup. ccm

New Delhi Believe it or nof,
rising groundwater level in
parts of southeast has caysed
flooding of hasements. Cen
tral Ground Water Authority
{CGWA)Y, which was investi-
gating a number of com
plaints by residents, has
siumbled upon the shocking
fact.

A lapse in the monitoring
of the groundwater lovels hay
made these areas valnerable
10 massive floading in future.
About 10 years ago, Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) started supply-
ing piped water to these areas
from a water treatment plant
neurhy.

Residents who were com-
plefely dependent on bore-
wellsstopped using them, But
these changes were not moni-
tored. Tronically, alf these ar
eas are 5ti} notified as “over.
expioited” zanes,

According to the CGWA,
about 27 yearsagothepround
water levels were extremely
shallow inthese locations due
totheir proximify to Yamuni.
They were abowt 3 metres be-
low ground level (mbel) but
with urhanization many fam-
ilies settled here and used bo
rewell water for all their
needs leading to a steepfall in
eroutkdwater  {able..almost
110 20 mbgl. No wonder the

government notified parts of

these areas as “over-axploit
ed” zones in 2004,

The government also put
Yamuna floodplaing in the
same category’ becanse it
planned to secure the area
#s a recharge zone, One of
: the errors was lack of urban
-+ planning, which led to most
households building base
ments here Most of their
lifts are also non-functional
now, according to CGWA
teams, who inspected the
places recenthy:

I 20068, DB commis
sioned the Sonda Vihar treat
ment plart and these areasbe.
gan  getting piped water
supply and gradually the
groundwater levels started
COming up again. “The areas

CRISIS MANAGEMENT POSSIBLE

SIDDHARTHA NAGAR, SUNLIGHT COLONY, SUKHDEV
VIHAR, OKHLA, MAHARANI BAGH AND NEW FRIENDS

COLONY HAVE A HIGH WATER TABLE

DISTRICTS WHAT CGWA'S REPORT TO KIGH COURT

NOTIFIEDAS 1 ON SIDDHARTHA NAGAR STATES

ggﬁ;‘ﬁ”gg{ﬁ” > Wa;tgr table in the area} needs o be lowered
- Drifling of tube wells is banned i NCT, 56

SOUTH, DIB must start pumping from existing wells

LD LTI 5 Aboust 63,000 cubic metres of

PUDRIY LW aroundwater will be available over 60 days

R WAL DR » Water may be supplied to other aréas for

T —_— horticulture and cleaning

fioodplains » Residents face problem of water seepage

nottfied for round the year

Ot B LI > Pumping schedule should be intensified

groundwater during monsoon

rechargs zone

» Artificial recharge should be avoided here

should have been de-notified
a8 s0on as levels came back to
normal. But that never hap-
pened.  The  government
should consider denotifying
them immediately” said a
CGWA official,

CGWA doesn't have moni
toring wells in any of these
areas. DJB has some wells
but it is not responsible for
montoring of groumdwater
CGWA wasropedinfoinvesti-
gate the matter by the Delhi
high court after a resident,
Mohan Lal Ahuia filed a PIL
suspectingthat the flooding is
because of a leakage in the
water pipeline of DJB.

TOI has aceessed a report
on Siddhartha Nagar that it
submitted tothe HC. ireveals
that close to 63,000 m3 of
groundwater will be available
fromthearen alone on80days
of dewatering in Siddhartha
Nagar This can fulfill the wa-
ter requiremert of morethan
2.5lakhpeople per day CWGA
also recommends that dewa.
tering be conducted immedi-

ately by DJB to bring the wa
ter tabletoa nermal level,

The high court alseappre
ciated the detaiied report,
which finally found the real
reasont behind flooding in
these areas. COWAS report
ndicates the unusaally high
water fable is threatening
buildings here, Subsequently,
aCGWA team hasfound other
areas like Sukhdev Vihar, Ok
hia and others to be sufforing
from a similar challenge,
“The paradox .is that Delhi
Poltution Control Commitiee
had directed a hotel to harvest
rainwater He told us our
bhasement is flooding howcan
we harvest rainwater? We
think rainwater harvesting
should be planmed according
to the water tuble,” a COWA
scientist said,

Accordingtosources, DB
has declined to use the excess
groundwater from the area
because ecoli levels are high,
which ean be treated. CGWA
phans to write o DJB about
the issue soon.
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Pleato '-compensate f
flood-hit farmers

CORRESPONDENT

JORHAT, Sept 8: Former
Cmsress%mstqranéaaew_

i:omer t(rthe BJR ﬂnmanta
of ade-

qweenmﬂnsatmn 10 the
flood-affected farmers across

the State, whose économic

" condition is presently pitiahle

foil{ﬁviiig three waves of suc-
oesswe floods dunng this mon-
000 $£aS0n. '

Addressing thousands of BJP

 members and supporters dur-

ng the annual executive meet-
ing of the.party’s ‘Kishan
Morcha’-at Demow in Sivasa-
gar district vesterday, he said,
“if the flood-affected farmers
are not compensated adequate-
ly, we will compel the State
Goverament todo so,” He said

the recent wave of flood has
caused fremendous loss fo the

stangding crops, besides damag-
ing the households of the farm-
ing community in several dis-
tricts, including Sivasagar, Di-
brugarh and Jorhat. _
Meanwhile, the district ad-
mstranpn reveaied that at
lesist 15,223 residents in 23 vil-
lages of Demow and Sivasagar
revenug circles within Sivasa-

' .gardistxictwéreaffectedby the

recent wave of floods,
Along with many State-

ievel Jeaders of the BJP, na-
mma president, Vrjay Pai'v.

Sm;gh of Kishan ]

. Criticised the ’thuﬁ Gogoi-

led¢ Congress Government of
the State as the, farmers al-
legedly remained deprived of
their compensation.

Expressing confidence of

winning the people’s mandate
during the ensuing Assembly
poils next year, the BIP lead-
ers said that the econommic con-
dition of the farmers wouid im-
prove as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Government
has taken up several welfare
measures for the development
of the agricultural sectot, be-
sides overall weifare of the
farming community.

The BJP State president Sid-
dhartha Bhattacharya, Jorhat
MP Kamakhya Prasad Tass,
Kishan Morcha's national lead-
er Palit Bora, State president
Panieaj Pathak and former inde-
pendent MLA of Thowra,

Kushal Duari and several oth-
“er district leaders of the BJP

and Kishan Morcha attended
the meeting,
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rhe{ d, cutting off road connectivity to Andhra Pradesh, R
Vies in Balari coflapsed on Wednesday. HIing a person. oo

Heavy rains continue to
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North Karnataka districts

dortico of Vims hospital in Ballari collapses, killing patient's relative

ENGALURU: Moderate to
Savy rains continued to
1sh parts of the State for
& third day on Wednes-
ay,

e began to rain since morn-
g ip Yadgir. Almost all parts
f the district received rainsin
e day. Inflow into Almatti
servoir began following
OWers in catchment areas,

Koppal too received good
ins on Tuesday night. Anun-
r-eonstruction bridge col-
psed near Ningapura ip Yal-
urga taluk as a result of
hich water gushed into a
arby village. Kushtagi re-
ived copious rains.
Awoman was kilied after the
ment bricks of a dampened
I fell on her head in her

house at Toranagal in Ballari
district. The deceased has been
identified as Mahalingamma
{55).

The Raravi bridge which
connects Ballari district with
Andhra Pradesh is submerged
under the waters of Hagari riv-
er. Hundreds of vehicles take
thisroute to reach Mantralaya,
Adavani, Tirupati and Vi-
Jjayawada. However, the police
have banned the movement of
vehicles on this road as the
bridge structure has become
weak.

Hospital portico coilapses
A person was killed and ei

were injured after the portico
of the Vijayanagar Institute of
Medical Sciences (Vims) col-
iapsed. The deceased hag been

identified as Ramesh (40), a
resident of Sidiganahal village
in Kudligi tabuk. He had come
to the hospiral to visit 2 relative
admitted at the hospital. Allthe
victims were standing beneath
the porticoto take shelter from
rains when the incident oe-
curred.

Raichur :

Raichur district has been re-
cefving heavy rainssincd Tues-
day night. A bridge between
Harti and Kota was washed
away in rain waters affecting

‘road connectivity to the vik
lages. Widespread rains were

Water from an overflowing
pond gushed into nearby farm
fields. Agriculnral activities

have gained momentura fol-

lowing rains,

Uttara Kannada

Uttara Kannada comtinued 1o
recefve good rains throughout
the day. Coastal rowns such as

" Bhatkal, Honnavar, Kumta,

Karwar received rains from
dawn 1o dusk.

Belagavi
Several parts of the district re-
ceived moderate rains. Heavy
rains Jashed Nippani town for
over an hour which brought
down the mercury fevel.
According to official sources
the rain gaugein Nesargi hobli
in Baithongal taluk recorded
70.5 rom of rains.

Bagalkot

The district continued to re-

ceive rains for the fourth cfayj

Ponds and tanks have been
flowing with water gushi

into low-lying areas. Standing

¢rops are under threat as rain

water hasstagnatedinthe farm

fields. Movernent of velicles on
the Kudalasangama Myageri-
Almatt: Road has come to a
standstill as two ponds are over-
flowing, submerging the road.
The district received 25.9 mm
of rain from Tuesday evening
] Wednesday.

Dharwad

The Navalgund town in Dhar-
wad district received heavy
rains for three hours. Several
roads were waterlogged while
rainwater gushed into low-ly-
ing areas

DH News Service -
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Le-a,,
ervation of

Hlmalayan ecosystems

. Btaff Reporter

DEHRADUN: While the study of
changes in the Himalayas
and conservation of #ts eco-
systems remains confined to
research, this year, Hima-
laya Diwas’ was 2 call for the
conservation of the Hima-
layan ecosystems to he taken

© up as # public campaign.

‘Himalaya Diwas’ is being
observed by activists since
2019, but on Wednesday, the

" State government oo ob-

served the day. At 2 pro-
gramme held af Gandhi Park
here, environmentalist Sun-
derlal Bahuguna adminis-
tered an cath to sindents and
teachers present to protect
and congerve the Himalayas,

Chief Minister Harish Ra-
wat said the initiatives on the
conservation of the Hima-
layan ecosystems were con-

i fined to research institutes.

Mr. Rawat said through ini-
tiatives such “Himalava Di-
was,” the conservation of the

Himalaya Diwas, a call for the conservation of the
Himalayan ecosystems, {s being observed by
activists since 2010,

Himalayas was becoming a
public campaiga,

. Debradun-based environ-
mentalist and founder of the
Himalayan  Environmental
Studies and Conservation
Organisstion Anil Prakash
Joshi, who huas been spear-
heading the campaign since
2010, said: “I felt that we
needed a day to speak about
the Himalayas and the issues

around it In 2610 a meeting
of activists was called at HES-
CO and we decided thaf Sep-
tember 9 must be celebrated
a$ the ‘Himalaya Diwas.™

Wildlife Institute of India
historian from Uttarakhand
Shekhar Pathak said, “In this
ers of rapid transformation,
we need to understand and
mitigate the loss of the Hima-
layan ecogystem.”
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revive by Sept-end:

Weather institute

@timesgroup.com

Pune: Like the proverbial il

ver lining to a dark cloud, there
! may be good news at fhe end of

this year’s disappointing mon
BOOT: SRRSO
A recent extended range

" forecast by the Indian Institiste

of Tropical Mateorology (HTM)
mentions the formation of a

- system over the Buy of Bengal
- around mid-Septermber, which
" may provide good rainfall over
- theentire country by theendof
. the month. I¥TM models have

now begun to show that the
strenigth of the monsoon infra

" seasonal oscillations (MISO) is

increasing over peninsular and

; ocentral ndia.

Thereisalsoanother resson
forejoice TTTM scientists said if

. thesystem continues toprovide
: rainfall over various paris of

the country, it may alse stop fur.
ther withdrawal of the mon-
soon for the time being. The
forecast hag indicated that
peninsular  India, ncluding
Maharashtra, may begin
receiving good rainfsll after
September18.

Based on the initial condi
tions on September &, the ITM
forecast had stated that al
though the rainfall anomaly
would mainly be negative over

b 2 |y

MORE IN STORE?

the entire country for the next
10 days, except parts of the
southern peninsala, a synoptic
system is expected toform over
Bay of Bengal around Septern
ber 18. Thissystem may provide
good rainfali across India inthe
last week of September,

The forecast mentions that
MISO amplitude is becoming
stronger over peninsular and
central india, “The good rain-
Hall activity, expected over the
entirecountry maythereforebe
a combination of the system
over the Bay of Bengal and
MESO activity The forecast
showed that largeseale active
mensoon conditions arenow in
sight,” ascientist said,

“With active monsoon con
ditlonsdeveloping over India, it
seems that the withdrawal of
mensoon may stop immediate
1y However, more would be re-
vealed in subseguent fore
casts,” thescientist explained.
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Centre paid ‘peanuts’ to flood victims: HC
ponby October6

Union Finance Ministry asked to submlt res

Isnyag TanTRY

TRIBGRE NEWS SERVICE

SHINAGAR, SEPTEMBERIO
Observing that the Centre
has so far paid “peanuts” as
relief to flood-hit people of
the state, the J&K High
Court today directed the
Union Finance Ministry to
file it response by October §
to the pending amount as

.far ag the Rs 44,800-crore

relief package sought by
the state was concerned.
The directions by a division

' bench of Justice NN Paul Vas-
| anthakumar and Justice Ban-
. si Lal Bhat came afler the
. Home Ministry informed the
 bench in #s status repert that

the proposal for release of a
special package of Rs 44,000
© crorewas underconsideration
" before the Finance Ministry
Apart from asking the
Finance Ministry o file its
response on a special flood
reliefpackage, the HC direct-
ed the state government fo

file a status report by October
6 aboul the statement of
accounts, explaining where
the money released by the
Centre as part of flood relief
had been spent. The govern.
ment was also asked o sub-
mit the statement about the
number of beneficiaries.

"The High Court is hearing
a PIL on the floods in 2014,
On September 4, the court

- directed the Centre fo pro-

duce the pelicy for grant of
relief to flood vietims and
submit its compliance report
on the RBs 44,000-crore relief
package sought by J&K on
or before September 10,

What J&K demanded

After the floods in September
isst year, the state govern-
ment had sought a spocial
financial package of Rs 44,600
crore 1o rehabilitate the fiood
victims, Official estimates say
261 lakh structures were
damaged in the floods.

The Jehangir Chowi area of Srigaga?'duﬁrng“{ﬁe foqds fast year. A TRIBUNE PHOTO

Thestate had requested the
Centre to release Rs 1,947.2
crove under the National Dis-
aster Response Foree,

What Centre provided

"The proposal for releaseofa
special package of Rs 44,000
crore is under consideration
of the Finance Mmstry

Of the special package, Rs
1687 crore had ‘heen
announced by the Finance
Ministry, the Home Ministey
today informed the High
Court in ifs status report
submitied through Deputy
Secretary Ashok Shukla,

Giving a break-up of the
amount, the report said Rs

.

838 crore on account of
pending Habilities of the
PM’s Reconstruction Plan
2004 was sanctioned under
the UPA-Trule. 'The amount
of Rs 1,667 crore included
an additional Rs 551 crore
ex gratia relief for repair
and reconsiruction of
damaged kutcha houges,

Interestingly, the amount
included Rs 58 erore as sub-
sidy for providing additional
food grain as free of cost

. ration was distributed among

victims duringthe floods,
The report said Rs 765

crore was sanctioned from

the PM's Relief Fund, of

which Rsg 579 crore was for

damaged houses, Rs 175
crore for hospitals and med-
ical equipment and Rs 20
crore for buying new books,

What HC said today

After going through the sta-
tus report, the High Court
Bench remarked that the
total amount sanctioned or
released came {o around Rs
4,034.58 crore, which was
peanuls compared io Rs
44,006 crore sought by the
state government.

The Bench observed that
the amount so far sane.
tioned by the Centre as flood
relief was “very low”,
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DABAHE (smmun),
SHPTEMBER 10 _
The execution of Renuka
Day project in Sirmaur dis-
trict to quench the thirst of
Delhi, already delayed by
over a decade, is now facing
another hurdle.  Chulli
Dadahu panchayat, about
two  kilometres  from
Renukai, has refused to
give no-ohiection certificate
to the project, arguing that
biasting for funnels and
other works will cause
irrgparable loss to ecology.
The project envisaged the
construction of 2-km diver-
sion tunnel from Renuka
Dam to the Jalal river
through Dadahu and blast-
ing inthe areainthe sliding
zone would irigger land-
shdes, develop cracks in
houses and make the area
prone e natural disasters,

says Pradhan of Chuli

Padahu village panchayat
Mahesh Kumar,

The dumping site, which is
308 metres away from the vil-
iage, would convert Dadahu
into a highly polluted viflage,
affecting tourism and heaith
of the people. Besides, noise
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Dadahu Vﬂlagers oppose Renuka Dam

The Renuka Dam project site in Sirmsaur district. mm:m AMIE RANWAR
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Apprehensions

Blasting and heavy excava-

tion for tunnel will destroy
; the village

W The business wilt be hlt as
tourists visiting the
Renukaji wildlife sanctuary
wifl prefer not to venture

1 into dusty areas

The dumping site, 500 m
- away, will convert Dadahu
into a highly polluted village

o 1t wiil affect tourism and
health of the people

poHution, residents would be
exposed o health probiems,
he agserted.

The highly fragile nature of
the hills could be gauzed from
the fact that recently, land-
slides occurred when some
residents siarted construction
inthe village and it was feared
that biasting and heavy exca-
vation for construction of the
amnel would destroy the
whole village, he added.

“We took a team of vil-
lagers to Nathpa in Kinnaur
distriet where dams have
been constructed and found
that there is no prosperity
or increased business active

" ity but on the contrary, the

* fiora and fauna had been

destroyed, Mahesh said.
With the construction,
hundieds of trucks and
labour would come in
Dadahu and it would be
turned inte ancther Baddi
where crime was on the rise,
The business woudd be hit as
torgrists visiting the Renuka-
i wildlife sanctuary would
prefer not fo veniure inte
dust-iaden areas and even

. the fourist coming to see the

seenic heauty of Sirmaur
and visiting Haripur Dhar,
Chawr Dhar would take
alternate routes, said local
husinessman Jayant Arya.
With felling of 45 lakh

trees and plants, the threat
of cloudbursts and soil ero-
sion would aggravate and as
per the scientific studies,
even the frequency of earth-
quakes would increase, said
resident Subash Sharma,
adding that 25 villages would
be affected out of which 7
would be submerged,
Bowever, GM Renuka Dam

Project B K Kaushat said the

NOC was required only for
the forest land and as notrib-
alareaor forestland wastobe

acquired in Dadahu, Asfaras

the tunnel was concerned,
studies had been conducted
and all necessary precautions

had been taken, he claimed.






