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ESTABLISHED IN 1881 :

‘Water A(:t termmated

: Resust pohtlcal grandstendlng after Supreme Court ruhng

\ HE Supreme 1 ch01ce other than mvahdatmg the

. Pumab Terrmnatlon Agreements Act, 2004 No State can be
' pudiat ,fmllaterally inter-state agree- :

1§ ederal chaos The hrmted issue

e[ ed rts own prevmus Judgmen equl ng the constructlon of the SYL
ays t | ispute 1ther through negotla- .

Jab But 1f he really a]lof &
legal scrutlny in court, then he certamly got bad legal adv1ce Pohtl-
_cally, he tried to sell hlmself  savior of river waters but voters did
not buy the claim. By re51gmn his Lok Sabha seat after Thursday S1
verdict, the Captain is seeking to resurrect his political credibility.
‘The Congress MLAS’ attempt to pass thelr resxgnatlon asa sacrlﬁce |
| isnothing but pohtlcal manoeuvrmg ~
~ The Akalis, under pressure to play one up on the Congress Water
- politics, have relterated their resolve not to allow the SYL canal con-
1 structlon since the state has no surplus water. to spar ' ’5Ear11er this
| year the Punjab Assembly had passed a Bill to return the SYLland |
to the or1g1nal owners but the Gove or idn gn itand the

Assembly electlons only afew months away, itis unreahstlc to expect !
the pohtlcal 1eaders to refram from grandst ding..  avlo
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SYL Land Bill ’Qwarranted, says court -+

KRISHNADAS RAJAGOPAL

NEW DELHE: The Supreme

Court, referring to its 2006

Mullaperiyar dam judgment,
held on Thursday that a State
Assembly. “cannot through
legislation do an act in con-
flict with the judgment of the
highest court which has at-
tained finality”.

A five-judge Constitution

Bench led by Justice Anil R.

Dave gave its opinion on a
Presidential Reference made

to it 12 years ago, on July 22, °
12004, questioning the con-
stitutional validity of the Act. -

The opinion termed the

enactment of the Punjab Sut-
lej Yamuna Link Canal Land.

(Transfer  of Proprietary

Rights) Bill in 2016 by the

current Akali Dal govern-
ment as “unwarranted devel-
opments” when the Pres-
idential Reference was still
pending in the apex court.

The 2016 Bill, which is yet

to receive the assent of the

Governor, planned to give .

back to the farmers over
5000 acres acquired for the
canal.

CRISIS SINCE
INCEPTION

The dispute over the
rivers can be traced
back to the Indus

Water Treaty of 1960 -
between India and
Pakistan, allowing

the former “free

and unrestricted use”.
of Ravi, Beas and
Sutlej waters

© Haryana was carved-
out of Punjab through
.the Punjab Re-organi-
sation Act of 1966. The
Centre went ahead and
allotted Haryana3
million acre-feet -
quantity of water in
March 1976. To:
implement this,
Haryana began its
construction of the
SYL canal the same
year while Punjab -
delayed it till 1980s

Rajasthan Patrika (Hindi)

Nav Bharat Times (Hindi)
Punjab Keshari (Hindi).
The Hind

- M.P.Chronicle
Aaj (Hindi)
Indian Nation

Nai Duniya (Hindi
Deccan Chronicle va !

Deccan Herald Blitz

The Times of India (A)

‘ eHQWe er, work came

~ approached the Supreme '

tion of the canal. In
12002, Supreme Court

- in June 2004

© The '19815a§i?eeméjnt saw the States mutually agree to the.

re-allocation of water, this time taking into consideration the
needs of Haryana. SYL canal was supposed to be cqmpleted

_ inthe next two years ,
Allocation of water made : o i
inthe 1981 agreement .~ Blizkra Dam , . toscale
Delhi: 0.2 MAF ya

. 0 W .......
J&K: 0.65 MAF  [—
GOMAT [

| Haryana:  3OMAF | pusjal

Punjab: 4.22 MAF ;, o

Rajasthan: 8.6 MAF

to stop after militant

& In 1996, Haryéma

Court for early comple-

ordered Punjabto

complete the canal ina e =

yeat. A subsequent suit Farmers working on a part of
 filed by Punjab against the Sutlej-Yamuna link canal in

the canal was dismissed Patiala district of Punjab.

~— FILE PHOTO: AKHILESH KUMAR

Compiled by Krishnadas Raquopal

States should
foster federal
spirit: Judge

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: States should keep.
the Indian federal structure
healthy and foster the :
federal spirit, Justice Shiva
 Kirti Singh, one of the judges
of the Constitution Bench of
the Supreme Court,
observed in a separate note
supporting the unanimous
Sutlej-Yamuna Canal
verdict. Lk
Justice Singh said that .
delay in execution of final
‘judgement or decree of the
apex court, should neverbe
“countenanced by any
authority because it would
surely tend to undermine .
people’s faith in the judicial
system of the country, ,
entailing in turn avoidable
harm to all the institutions
and functionaries under the
Constitution, may be even to

MAF: million acre-feet  the Constitution itself”

i
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armder asked national
. convener Arvind Ke]nwal to
 clarify his stance on the SYL
 issue and asked if he would
 allow the water from Pun)ab
to be diverted Haryana
“and Delhi, or would stand by
. thepeople of Punjab..
e . The AAP accused both the
‘ ongress and the Shiromani
ali b', ing respons-

%m unjab Congress chief Ca , « ;
innounces his resignation from the Amritsar Lok Sa at Mr Khatt - geting the £ lmi  poor village (orlgm of SYL,
n Chandlgarh on Thursday —PHOTO AKHILESH KUMAR e He urged the pohtlcal« . . , Capt. Canal) from November 11.

e ———
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‘Takingalook back
atSYL'shistory o

~ STATESMAN NEWS SERVIGE

Chandigarh, 10 November

Five years after Haryana was
carved out of Punjab in
1966, Centre's high level
panel recommended for
sharing of Satlujriver water
between the two states in
1971. It proposed for pro-
viding 3.78 Million Acre-
Feet (MAF) to Haryana and
3.07 MAF to Punjab under
the Punjab Re-organization
Act, 1966 which made pro-
vision. for carrying water
from Punjab's rivers to
Haryana.

Centre thereafter issued
notifications to build Sutlej-

Yamunalink canal (SYL)to

be constructed which was
earlier proposed by Haryana.

Haryana constructed the
canal on their partbut Pun-
jab was not ready to con-
struct it.

After the two states failed
to mutually agree on divi-
sion of waters, then Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi
intervened in 1976 and
announced her decision to
construct SYL to carry
Haryana's share. Since then
the two states have been
sparring over the con-
struction of the canal in the
Supreme Court.

- In1981,Indira Gandmhad
got the chief ministers of
Punjab, Haryana and
Rajasthan to sign another
accord on water sharing in
which Punjab's share was
marginally enhanced.
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Energy umt near Yamuna bad 1dea Activists

Sweta Goswami
= s«e@m&ﬂ@ﬁn@s@u\ﬁmwm

NEWDELHE: Environmentalistsare

against the Delhi government’s

plan to convert the defunct Raj-

ghatpower plantintoawaste-to-

. energy(WTE)unit.
Water expert Manoj Mishra

how buildinga WTE unit on the

harmtheriver.

plants should be set up next to
landfillsites, “WTE plants, ifuna-
‘voidable,arealwayslocated near

haswrittentothe CMexplaining
Yamuna floodplain would only

According to Mishra, WTE  * :
" = Awaste-t energy plan’( on the Yamuna ﬂoodplam w

the river, greens say.

RAJKRAJ/ HT PHOTO

|- aroundlZandlSMWofelectmc—
ity, respecnvely Another 1,550

MTD capacity plant in Bawana
willbe operational thisyear.
Mishra said that MSW, under
Indian conditions, is either
organic(meanttobecomposted)
orfull of plastics (whichisother-

~wiserecyclable). Butonceburnt,

thelatter producescarcinogenic

_emissions including heavy met-
. als,dioxinsand furans-theresi-

due of which remains as waste

_gases, water orash.

“These are extremely hard to
contain andrequireveryexpen-

_ sive and sophisticated filters,

an existinglandfillsite, toreduce alwaysbeaneedtokeepabuffer WTE plantbynextyear Thepr& which plant developers tend to
the costand necessity of munici-  stock of MSW at this site to feed posed WTE unit will have the eitherignoreorifforcedbylawor
palsolid waste (MSW) transpor-  theplant. Thiswould beundesir- capacity to process 4 000 MTD  otherwise allow them tosoongo
tationtothe plantfromtheland-  able given thatitis on the river (metric tonnes daily) of solid  to seed with poor mamtenance

ﬁll ”argued Mishra.

- But for the Rajghat plant

~pr03ect,there1snonearby 1
© site. “In any casether Wo!

: bedortheﬂoodplam “hesaid.
. The govt last month had'
landfill announcedthautwouldconvert

theobsoletepowerstationintoa

waste, whereas Delhl produces

around 10,000MTD. -
Currenﬂy, two such plants in

Ghaz1pur and Okhla produce

leading to hazardous waste

- which was the very reason for

closure of the Rajghat thermal
power plant,” headded.
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lished at any cost, Union ship-
pingand highway minister Ni-
tin Gadkari said on Thursday.
“Regarding Ram Sethu, we

are very much committed that  Raiy

at any cost we will respect the

feeling of the people. We will

not demohsh it,” he said at the
economic editors conference.
Gadkari said that the Sethusa-
mudram issue was “sub-]ud1- ;
ce” and there were six options
for the project on which Cab1-
net wouldtakeadecmon .
The minister also said
that the NDA government
was confident of gettingRs 25
‘Jakh crore investment for the
highways and shipping sec-
tor during its tenure. He also.
said that there was no ques-
tion of scrapping toll on na-

3
Covering L., YIS

ltlonal h1ghways. “For

service you have to pay~the ;
user fee. Charging user feeis
essential since we don’t have
enough government fund to

~ carryout this massive expan-
\smn work and for b 1ld1ng
new expressways »hesaid.

Regarding the Sagarmala
project, Gadkan said more
than 400, pm]ects have been
identified “under the scheme

' and these would attractat least

Rs8lakh crore mvestment
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S be]hgerence Capt s martyr s stroke

SC ACTlON HAS STlRRED :Ievel assertmg that his govern-  Congress chlef and AmntsarMP
UP TURBULENCE lN gnent will éloot aocedgin an adve;’lse : gxﬁﬁ&d Abr;,larmder Sm};gfxs drew
upreme Court judgmentonthe announcing hisresig-
= . 2 : POLmCAL WATERS THAT lS SYLissue—allthisinthepresence naﬁonf_mm theLok Sabhaand that
RAMESHVINAVAK +SET TORESONATEDURING LTS it on e i Bl e
SENIOR RESIDENT EDITOR W Thereferencehadansenoutof stroke is aimed at buffing up his
. s Haryana's petition cha]lengmgme : w1de1y~acknowledged credentials
CHANDIGARH Water has anuncan-  quickly stirred up turbulence in 2004 Act, wherein Punjabhaduni-  asafighterfor Punjab’s interests.
_ nyhistory of inflaming passions  Punjab’s political waters thatis laterallyannulled allits inter-state This is the second time that the
in Punjab. ¢ set to resonate heavily duringa = river agreements withneighbour- - scion of erstwhlle Patialaroyalty
Thursday’s verdict by a five-  surcharged poll campaign. _ing states. The overndmg objec- _hasmlgnedﬁvm Parhament,tak 4
member constitutional bench of : Infact,anunfavourable verdict  tiveof the Act, passedbythe Capt  ingamoralstand onan issue con-
Supreme Courtrejectingthevalid-  was a possibility that the ruling  Amarinder Singh-led Congress ‘cerning Punjab and the Sikhs.ITn
ity of the Punjab Terminationof ~ SAD-BJP government and prin- government, wastoforestalltheSC 1984, he hadqult the Ink Sabham
Agreements Act is yet another cipal Opposition Congress were directiontothe Cenmetooomplete, pm’testagamst()peraﬁon Bluestar
_ watershed in the protracted dis- bothanticipatingaheadof theSC  the contentlous SutleJ Yamuna ~ Andthe Akalis, who style them-
‘ ,pute over sharing of river waters ° closure on the Pres1dentlal refer- Link canal to carry Haryana s  selves as unrivalled champions
between Punjab and Haryana. ence that has upheld Haryana s  shareoutof Punjabrivers. of Punjab’s mterest ‘were quick
Coming ahead of the Punjab caseanddealtama]orlegalsetback Thelegal tanglehassincethen  to unveil a double-barrel strategy
assembly elections expected toPunjab’s stand on the dlspute beenatickingtimebomb.Itserup. ~ While keeping their legal option
early next year, the SC's extraor- - Not surprisingly, chief minis-  tion has notonly uncorked ator-  underwraps—thatmayincludea
dinarily unanimous stand on the ter Parkash Singh Badalhaslately = rentof political reactions, butalso - fresh ordinance toscrap the inter-
Presidential reference on the Act been uppmg the ante on his‘not-  addedfireandbrimstonetothepar-  state water treaties — they have
 hasresurrected thelongdormant,  even-a- -drop-to-spare’ bel]10031ty ties’competitive pro-Punjabpitch. ~ sounded thebuglefor ‘morchapoli-
but potentially emotive issue. On November 1, he escalated his In a premeditated and well- tics’. Clearly,Punjabisinthe throes
~ TheSupremeCourt'sactionhas  stand onthe watertangletoanew choreographed move, Punjab  of afreshturbulence over water.
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pute However Badal and
his aides have been accus-
ing the late Indira Gandhi
nd other Congress lead-
dlscrlmmatmg
~ galnst PunJab

SAD president Sukhbxr /
‘Singh Badal has stated
that he and his party are |
prepared to make any sac-
ifice.  Amritsar  MP
Amarinder has sent his .
_resignation to the Lok Sab-.
‘ha Speaker, while state
Congress MLAs  today
handed over their resigna-
tion letters to Amarinder
to forward the same to the
 Assembly Speaker. AAP
; : e i ~ has announced to hold a

s, neck for ~ PPCC  'chief ~ Capt been repeatedly blaming 1nc1ud1ng Parkash Singh = protest dharna at Kapoori
 Amarinder Singh has the Akali leadership, Badal, for the SYL dis- from tomorrow.
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