As Rains Boost
Kharif Sowing

Amit.Bhattacharya
@tlmesgroup.com

New Delhi: it hasr't washed
away the fears of deficlf rain-
fali, but themonsoon'ssatisfac
tory performance so far has
sharply reduced the possibili-
ty of asecond consecutive dro-
ught in the country this year,
In & drought year, average
nationwide rainfall is af Jeast
1% below normal, As of now,
almost halfway into the rainy

» Monsoon normal so far
at 98%. For the year to be
classified as a drought year,
rains will have fo be more than
14% below normal from here on

= Aliregionsreceive Eor2
good rain spedls, hoosting

iharif sowing
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~ Huly rains 28% below pormal

so far, Beficit may rise further
later this week

» High freqaency of typhoons
predicted in east Asia, which
E- could weaken rains here

8%-10% growth
within reach: FM

growth rate of 8% was

possikle and a future farget
0of8-10% “eminently achleva-
bie”, finance minister Arun
Jaitiey said on Sunday, adding
that the monsoon was expected
tobe better thanlast year.
“t have not the least doubt that
the economy will move up and
resources wili be available,” he
said at a Nabard seminar. P15

season, the monsoon 182% be-
low gverage, stil within the
normal range of 96%-104%.
From here on, a country-
wide drought would occur on-
Iy if rains are more than 14%

below average for the rest of
the monsoon season. Given
that overall meteorological
conditions have heen adverse
for rains in India because of
the El Nino factor, monsoon

has so far been befter than
expected. What's been good
for kharif sowing is the wide
distribution of rains.

>3 more days, PY

Wet weather
expected to
last 3 more

days in North

pContinued fromP 1

ceived one o1 two good

2 .wet spells. The latest
roursd of monsoon activity
which hegan around July 6.
brought heavyshowerstothe
northern plains where rain
deficit had been growing in
the past coupleof weeks.

“Thewet weatherspeiiin
the northern plains is ex
pected to last anocther two-
three days. After that, wedo
not see major mensoon ac-
fivity except in east and
northeast India, at least for
therestof thecoming week,”
said B P Yaday, IMD director

Ason Sunday 11of the3s
meteorclogical subdivisions
had received deficient rains,
which at that subdivisional
ieve] s defined as raing 20%
or more below normal. Most
of these areas lie along the
west const and adioining ar
eas, apart from Ravadaseema
in Andhra Pradesh and a
chuteh of states in the north-
enst. Many of thesesreashad
received rains inJune,

However, despite heavy
rains, the monscon remains
28% below normal for the
month of July “El Nino
grows stroager and, under
its influence, a higher than
usual frequency of typhoons
is expectad in the Pacific,”
said an expert,

F very region has re-
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Monsoon defies El Nino, to
be active throughout week

‘TREBUN£ HEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FULY 10

Defying strong ¥l Nino,
monsoon is expected to be
active over northwest India
for the remaining week.
Cyclonic circulations over
north Rajasthan and Jam-
mu and Xashmir coupled
with osciliation of monsoon
trough are causing rain and
thundershower activity over
plains of Northwest India,
says private weather fore-
caster Skymet,

Sounding a warning to
these who might be thinking
of making a quick getaway
over the weekend, meteorolo-

gists say weather may 1ot be
conducive for travel in hils.

A fresh Western Distur-
bance is approaching hills of
North India, Currently, it is
lying over North Pakistan and
adjoining J&K region. The
monsoon trough alse contin-
ues iobe close to'the foothills,
Moreover, there is a lot of
moistare i the aix, in view of
the low pressure area over
Htar Pradesh and adioining
Madhya Pradesh region.

“All these weather systems
will adt in tandem to give
good showers over entire
North India. Over the week:
end, fairly widespread rains
are likely in Punjab,
Haryana, DelhiNCR and

E:‘-u':-';n;,‘ LY

Women wade through a flooded street after heavy rainin

Kolkata on Friday. pri

Uphili travel risky, warns Met Dept

® A fresh Western Disturbance, currently iving over north
Pakistan and J&K region, is approaching hills of north India -

* Monsoon trough also continues to be close to the foothills
and there is a iot of molsture in the air

® “All these weather systems will act in tandem to give
good showers over entire north india. Very heavy show-
ers are expected over the weekend. Therefore, it is not
conducive to visit ki stations of north indla during this
time,” private weather forecaster Skymet said

northern and eastern parts of
Rajasthan,” says Skymet.
“Very heavy showers are
expected over the weekend,
Therefore, it is not conducive
10 visit hill stations of North
India during this time,” the
private forecaster adds. '
For tomorrow, the India
Meteorological Department
{IMD) has predicted heavy to
very heavy rainfail at “isolat-

ed” piaceé over U%zaraitﬁand,
Madhya Pradesh, coastal
Karnataks, Rerala, J&K

Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, -
Chandigarh, Deihi, Titar .

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, QOdisha,
Arunachat Pradesh, Assam,
Meghalaya, south Kornkan,
Goa 'and south interior Xar-
naiaka,

Over the past 24 hours,

monsoon has been active -

over J&K, Himachal, east
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh, ' coastal Kamataka,
south interior Karnataka and
Kerala. Heavy {o very heavy
rainfall has occuzred st isolat-
ed places over J&K,
Himachal, east Madhya
Pradesh, Gangetic West Ben-
gal, Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh
and coastal Karnataka,

Howevesr, though the north-
west India is riding 14 per
cent above hormal raing
targely due to excess precipi-
tation over J&K, Uttarak-
hand and Rajasthan, many
parts of the Central and
peninsular India are strug-
gling with deficiency -

Top pulse-producing
regions in central, south
and western India have not
received encugh rains so
far And, with the El Nine
strengihening, meieorolo-
gists are expecting a dry
phase soon. 5o far this sea-
son, rains have been par-
ticularly deficient in Kar-
nataka,
Guiarat region and Kerala,
Despite significant rains
over the past one week in
northwest,
areas - Puniab and
Haryana — are also down
with a deficiency of 24 per
cent and 13 per ceni,
respectively
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.. Extra heat from green-
house gases has been
trapped in the waters of
the Pacific and Indian
oceans in recent years,
which may explain the
so-called 'pause’ in glob-
al warming observed
during the past decade,
a new NASA study says.
+ Researchers from
NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL), Cali-
fornia, found a specific
layer of the indian and
Pacific oceans between
160 and 300 metres
below the surface has
beern accumulating more

Observations from a
global network of about
3,500 ocean temperature
probes known as the

heat than previously
recognised. '
. Greenhouse gases
continued to trap extra
heat, but for about 10
years starting inthe
early 2000s, global aver-
age surface temperature
stopped ciimbing, and
evencooleda

. These measurements
show temperatures
below the surface have
been increasing, The
Pacific Ocean s the pri-
mary source of the sub-
surface warm water
found inthe study,

1-:‘— g

}of that water now has

been pushed to the Indi-
an Ocean,

= Since 2003, unusually
strong trade winds and
other climatic features
have been piting up
warm water in the upper
1,000 feet of the western
Pacific, pinning it
against Asia and Aus-
traiia.

€ The western Pacific
got so warm that some
of the warm water leaks
into the indian Ocean
through the indonesian
archipelago. it has
pulied heat away from
the surface waters of
the central and eastern
Pacific.

source: journal
Science/Agencies
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NIO 70 STUDY
B'DESH RIVERS
FOR OXYGEN

FREEE TREST OF JADIA
Panaji,z0duty  Jp ¥ - ST

Indian scientists will be
tooking at rivers flowing
through Bangladesh to coi-
lect dataand study the “dead
zones” in Bay of Bengal
whereoxygen level is near
ly zero.

Goa based National Insti-
tuteof Oceanography (N10)
and Dhaka University have
signed a memorandum of
understanding on ocean
studies, which also includes
sampiing of water from
rivers in Bangladesh that
eventually flow into the Bay
of Rengal. “In the Bay of
Rengal, we have thick oxy-
gen-minimum  leveis
hetween 150 to 600 metres.
These are the areas where
oxygenis nearly zero," NIO
director DrSWA Nagvitold
reporters, The increasing
runoff of nitrogen from
agricultural fields in
Bangladesh into the rivers
which eventually meet the
Bay of Bengal results in
depletion of oxygen. he
said. “Sincethese fertitisers
are being continuousty
added to the system, there
may befurther depletionof
oxygen. It wiil have an
impact en environment as
well as the ecology That is
why we are interested in
locking at the fate of nitro-
gen,” he said,

L.k .Chronicle
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Over a million shifted as

typhoon hits China coast

press trust of india

BRIJING, 11 JULY: Over a million
people have been evacuated and
hundreds of flights canceled to-
day as typhoos Chan-Hom made
tandfalf in eastern Ching, wreak-
ing havoe by bringing severe wi-
nds and heavy rainfadt to Zheftang
and neighbouring provinees.

Chan-om, the ninth typhoon
this year, landed & 4:40 pm. in
Zhujiajian township today, pack-
ing winds of up 0 45 metres per
second, the provincial meteoro-
logiat station said.

Abowt 107 million peopic in
the province had been evacuated
and 29,641 ships recalled o port.
More than 7,600 people and
81,460 hectares of farmband have
been affected, according to the
provincial fiood controf and dro-
ught preveation headquarters,

The wates level of 51 farge and
medium-sized reservoirs had
exceeded the danger leved, stater
run Xinhua news agency report-
ed. Some 94 houses coliapsed
and 11,224 enterprises were
closed due o flooding.

Direct economic losses are esti-
mated at 1.947 hillion yuan {USD
318 million). The worst hit sector
i agriculture with a cconomic
fosses of 1.44 biflion yuan, the
report said.

So far nine countics have
recorded over 1 mm of tain.

Over 600 Hights were canceled
yesterday in the cities of Hang:
zhou, Ningho, Wenzhou and
Taizhou. China Southern Aitlines
and Air Ching, the two major car-
riess, canceled 330 and 144 fights
respectively ia cast China today.

Moge than 7,300 coaches and
all passenger ships suspended

service. Several highspeed wains
were also cangeled yesterday.

Thejiang was battered by gales
and torrentia rain, forcing hune
dreds of flights to be cancelked
and highways 1o be closed

S0 far, no casualies have been
seported and the sireagth of the
typhoon is waning and is moving
northeast,

A number of villages were
flovded and power and road
access has been cut off

Fower supply to more than
200,000 houschold at 139 villages
in the coastal city of Ningbo have
been cut off since Friday night.
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Most rivers in spate, alert sounded

| Laﬂdshdes in many areas| ﬂtghts dzverted | crops damaged

E RIMJNE NEWS $ERVICE

SHIMEA,; FULY L
- Normat life was hit in sever-
al areas of Himachal
Pradesh today as the south-
west monsoon remained
active. The region received
widespread rain, triggering
Iandslides, affecting vehic-
‘ular traffic and washing

away fertile land.
Chokhang village in
Lahaul-Spiti was the worst

affected as heavy
saused flashficods, Several
hectares of land with pea
apnd potato  crops  was
washed away.

Local MLA Ravi Thakur
directed the administration
to talke up relief and rescue
operations in the affected
areas on a war footing and
restore normaley at the ear-
liest. He asked them to
assess the loss to crops.

ANl major rivers, includ-
ing the Sutlej, Ravi and
_ Beas, and their tributaries

were flowing above the
danger mark. An alert was
sounded and Deputy Com-
migsioners
remain prepared for any

situation with the threat of
- rupted in the Mall Road

fiashfloods looming large.

Dinesh Bhardwaj, Sta-
tion Managey, Air India,
Bhuntat. aisport, said the
fiight from Delhi to Kullu
was delayed and had tobe
diveried to Chandigarh
while the flight to Delhi
was cancelled.

The 1500-MW Nathpa-
Jhakri project, 412-MW

rain

asked io-

Atree and an efectricity pole were uprooted in Shimia foliowing heavy FAIM. BHOTO: AMIT KANWAR

Rampur project, 126-MW
Larji project and other
smaller projects which were

shut down due to silting

resumed power generation,
Pecple living downsiream
the Beas were alerfed in

view of the possible release’

of water from Pandoh dam,

which was fifled to the brim

following heavy rain,
Power supply was inter-

area in Shimla as a tree feli
on fransmission linesnear a
hotel, Rain caused traffic

jams and long gueues of

wehicles were seen from
tunnel 103 fo the HfL
Heavy rain - lashed

Sirmaur, Bilaspur, Solan.

and Una districts. Paonta
Bahib in Hirmaur

district  received  the
maximum rain in the state
with 150 mm.

1t was followed by Nahan

‘at 107 mm, Dharampur and

Kasauli 83 mm each, Una
82 mm, Solan 70 mm,
Rohru 66 mm, Kandaghat,
Sangrah and Rajgarh 49
mm each, Berthin 45 mm,
Guler 44 mm, Nagrota
Surian 42 mm, Shimla and
Arki40mm each, Aghar 38
mm, Jhandutta 34 mm,
Mehre 33 mm, Bangana 32
mm, Jubbal 30 mm, Pan-
doh and Kahu 27 mm
each, Sarahan, Kumarsain
and Baldwara 26 mm each,
Bijahi and Nauni 24 mm

‘each, Nadatmy and Chail 21

mm each, Dharamshala 20
mm, Mandi and Sunderna-

gar 19 mm each, Chamba
17 mm,; Dathousie 16 mm
and Manali 12 mm.

The minimum tempera-
ture fell by 1 o 2 degrees.
Keylong in Lahaul-Spiti

.and XKalpa in Kinnaur

were the coldest ag 11.2%
degree Celsius. Manali,
Shimla, Dalhousie and
Dharamsala -recorded a
low of 12 degree, 146
degree, 14.8 degree and
15.4 degree, respectively.

They were followed by
Una at 17 degree, Bhuntar
17.6 -degree, Solan 18
degree, Nahan 18.4 degree,
Kangra 18.7 degree, Cham-
ba 18.8 degree, Sunderma-
gar 26.1 degree, Bilaspur
21.7 degree and Hamirpur
22.7 degree.



gl RUNKNING FOR COVER: Students crass National Highway-17 at Kottara Chowid in Mangalury,
foliowing incessant rainfalt on Thursday. ox puoTo

Monsoon resumes after a Iu | in State

BENGALURU, DHNS: Mon-
soon gained momentum afrer
© a brief hdl in various parts of
i the State on Thursday.
Bhaskal, Honnavar, Kumea,
Ankola and Karwar in Uttara
Kanmada district received in-
cessant ramfall throughout the
day, while, Siddapur, Haliyal,
Dandeli and Mundagod re-
ceived light rainfali,
incessant rainfall lashed
several parts of Shivamogga
district on Thursday. Hesana-

gar, Thirthahalii, S#par, parts
of Shikaripur, Sorab, Shiva-
mogga and Bhadravathi re-
ceived rain. Water level in
Mani dam rose fo 579.50 me-
tre against the maximum level
of 594.36 metre as catchment
area of the dam received rain-
fali of 225 mm. Theinflow was
6,175 cusecs of water,

1,000 cusecs of water was
released from the five crest
gates of Tunga dam. The in-
fow in Bhadra dam was 3,044

cusecs of water and the water
level rose to 153.10 feet.

Water levelin Linganamak-
ki dam rose 10 1, 768.75 feet
against the maximuns level of |
1,819 feet. The inflow of water .
was 4,467 cusecs of water,

Dakshina Kannada district
received rains throughout the
day. Udupi district too re-
ceived gond rainfall on Thurs-
day while Kodagu as well as
Chikkamagalusu received in-
termittent rainfall.




11 killed as rain fury continues in

t least 13 persons were killed  wgman™2

after incessant yain  lashed
north India on Sunday, trigger-
ing landslides and dumaging

.. houses in Jammu and Kashmir,

Himachal Pradesh, Uttarak-
hand and DUtar Pradesh.
Several rivers are flowing close
te the danger mark.

While seven persons were
kitled in house collapse in Uttar
Pradesh, three died in a land-
slide in Kashmir,

1n U.P.'s Sitapur district, three
persons, mchiling a minor,
were killed in two separate n-
cidents of wall collapse. Twe
were killed in Badaun and one
died in Rareilly in separate Ine
cidents of honse collapse.

1n Dehradun, Uttarakhand, a
eonstruction worker died and
three others were injured affer
a restaurant collapsed.
Fraffic snarls

Several low-Tying areas in Delhi
were watertogged, leading to
traffic snarls as rain continned
for the fourth day. )
Several busy areas, ineluding
FT6, Vikas Marg, Sonth Exten-
sion, Khanpur, Mahipalpur,
Hari Nagar, 1IT crosging, Neh-
ru Place, Yusuf Sarai Market
and Manirka witnessed traffic
jams. The Safdarinng obsere-

#ATH YATRA HAT BECY
RO S0TH BRGAL
M ROUTES BECRUSE
1 WADE THE TRACK
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People being rescued from Aood-hit areas in Kulgam district of south Kashmir

after a cloudburst hit Pahalgam. - proto: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT.

atory received 68.6 mm Taintall
in the last 24 hours 8l 8.30
a.m. while areas under Lodhi
road, Avanagar, Ridge and Ia-
lam recorded 7RZ mm, VT4
mm, 76.2 mm and 984 wmm
rain.

$elhi's highest

Fill Saturday, Belhi received
1478 mm rainfall, the highest
this season, fn some low-lying
aregs, rainwater flooded the
hasements of flats gnd resi-
ders had g harrowing time,
-—PFi

Rain forces suspension
of Amarnath yatra

SRINAGAR: Ticavy rain led o
the suspension of the Amar-
nath pilgrimage on Sunday.
“fhe yvatra has been suspend-
ed from both Balal and Pa-
halgam routes because of Tain
which made the track slip-
pery,” the police said.

No pilgrim will be allowed
to move towards the cave

shrine from either of the base
canmps till the weather e
proves. No vehicles, even
those carrying pilgrims, are
being allowed to proceed to-
wards the Valley as the Srina-
gar-Jamimu National
frighway has been closed be-
cause of the rain, the police
said, — PTI

Power output hit
in Uttarakhand

Kavita Upadhyay

DEHRADUN: With heavy rain fashing
the State, hydroelectric power
projects have been damaged resulting
in significant redaction in power
generation.

Landslides triggered by the
downpour filied the barrage site of the
400-MW Vishnuprayag hydroefectric
project and the pewer generation was
brought to a hait on June 26, -

According to

PERRIS gggs the Northern

imut i rofs Regionat L.oad
HUCK L1098 pespatch

VISHNUPRAYAG Centre reports,
BARRAGE o

ceneration will

restart on July
12. Himanshu Thakkar, coordinator of
the South Asia Network on Batns,
Rivers ad People (SANDRP), in his
report titled ‘Why Vishnuprayag and
other Hittarakhand Hydro Prajects
continge 1o be affected two years
after the june 2013 disaster’ states
that the power generationin the
Vishauprayag project came to a halt
for 17 days due to silt deposition after
rainfali and landsfides, resuitingina
1055 0f 10 milkion units (MU} of power
per day.

Mr. Thakiar's report alsa points to
significant reduction in power
generation in many projects, inciuding
13 projests of the Uttarakhand Jal
Yidyut Nigam Limited (UJVNL) where
for a few days the generation was
reduced to half the expected output.

wa.



Kolkata pavement,
dwellers in distress

Soumya Das

ROLRATA: In a narrow bylane
of Muktaram Babu Streef in
central Kolkata, Pujs Das
{200 was washing clothes ke
any other dav. But after whet
happened last Friday, ber life
would never be the same
again, Her six-month-old boy
dicd after he was washed
away in overflowing
raipwaler.

“1 never thought my child
would die like this,” said Ms.
Pras fighting back tears.

Al around 230 am. on Fri-
dary. Ms, Das had taken refuge
in 9 shop on the other side of
the street with ey six-
month-old  as  heavy  ruin
ashed the city. After an hour,
she fell asleep. When she
woke up, the baby was mis-
sing. His body was fonnd after
an hour of frantic search.

Her tisband  Lala Das
works i a junk dealers” shop
and earns barely encugh o
sustain the family,

The incident has ratthed
the 100-0dd pavement dwell-
ersin the area, living in abicct
poverty, for whom every
mionsoon furns oot to be o
nightmare.

“We  oply have plastic
sheets to cover purselves dire-
ing monsoon. Qur beds and
other Belongings pet

Every monsoon turns out
to be a nightmare for
pavement dwellers in
Kolhkata, - suom0: sPEciaL,
ARRANGEMENT

drenched,” said Shanti Devi

Suman Das {26}, another
pavement dweller and a rick-
shaw poller, said "Some-
times, people get malaria
here due to the waterlogging”
he said and sdded that none
of. themr has voting rights.
“Ferhgps that is why such ne-
gleet,” he added.

About 30-odd hand-rick-
shaw pullers ¢lso lve in the
aren. Most of them are from
Bihar and Jharkhand. “Police
do not allow us 1o keep our
rickshaws anywhore clse. So
we have no chefee but 1o stay
here despite Hhe water,” says
Lakshman Paswan.




At 27.9 degrees, it’s the
coolest July in 12 years

NEW DEEHI: Scattered rains fed to a
dip in mercury in the Capital on
Friday with the maximum tem-
“perature settling at 27.9 degrees
Celsius, seven notches below the
season’s average and aiso the low-
est for July in the Iast 12 years.
. Commuters, meanwhile, faced
problems due to water logging in
seversl arcas. Consequent traffic
snaris were witnessed in places
like I2haula Kuan, Ashram, Nehru
Place, Panchsheel, Mahipalpur
near the indira Gandhi Interna-
~ tional airpert and ITO junction.

Vehicular movement was siow
in Amar Colony, Okhla, Wazira-
bad areas and on National High-
way 8, even as many areas in east
Delhi were virtually under water.

The minimum temperature was
recorded a notch below normal at
26.2 degrees Celsius, said a MeT
department official,

“Due to intermittent rains, the
maxisrurm iemperature on Friday
settled at 27.9 degrees Celslus, the
lowest for July since 2008, when
the maximum  temperaturc
plunged to 27.8 degrees Celsius,”
said Indisan Meteorological De-
partment (IMD} Director BP.
Yadav. _

The Safdarjung observatory,
the official reading for the city,
received 7.9 mm rainfall from 8.30
a.m. till 5.30 p.m. while areas un-
der Palam, Ridge, Avanagar and

" Lodhi road recorded 14 mm, 7.9
mm, 39.7 mim and 8.9 ynm rainfall
respectively in the same period.

Humidity leveis hovered be-

Children head to school on a
rainy Friday in Delhi,
PHOTO: SHIV KLBGAR PUSHPAKAR

tween 95 and 78 per cent,

Due to heavy, sporadic rain in
the last five days, Dellii has re-
ceived close to 50 mm rainfall with
forecast of more rain over the
weekend.

More rain has been predicted for
Saturday. “Fhe skies will generally
be cloudy, Rain or thundershowers
would occur in some areas. The
maximum and mizimum temper-
atures are Hkely 1o settle at 32 and
23 degrees respectively,” said the
weatherman.

Yesterday, the maximum tem-
perature was recorded at 33.4 de-
grees Celgiys, while the minimum
was 25.2 degrees Celsiug. — PTI
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PITS AT
WATERLOGGING
POINTS CAN
HELP: ACTIVISTS

NEW DELHY: Rainwater harvest
ing pits at perennial waterlog.
ging spots of the Capital can be
# solution to the annual urban
fiooding, say activisis,

Vinod Jain, director of Tapas,
the NGO on whose PH. the Delhi
high cotrt had issued the ordier io
the gevernment toenforce rainwa:
ter harvesting on large-scale, sald
themechanizm, if nsed smartiyean
sobve the city's waterdogging woes.

*We know the waterlogging
points. I harvesting pits can be
installed at these places, it will
make sure that there isno water
jogging. B will also help recharge
the groundwater;” Jain toid HT,

However, civic officials feel it
isn't feasibie to have harvesting
pits across the city According to
senior officials of the civie body,
while ergating water harvesting
pits randomly can lead fo ground
water poisoning, it can also prove
fatal for the nearby buildings.

“Before making a water har-
vesting systern, it isessential tobe
sure that the water poing in the pit
is rainwater only and not mixed
with sewage water or drains. in
case of any mix, thiscan lead to
groundwater poisoning which can
result in severe conseguences.
Alsowater harvesting pointscan't
be close to residential iidings
a8 they can impact £he foundation
of the buildings,” he said.

The traffic police have a list
aof 200 spots acrass Delbi that
are known to be vulnerzable to
wateriogging -fhe worst-affect:
ed spots are on siretches between
Laipat Nagar and Ambedkar
Nagar, Mathura Road, between
Ashram Chowk and Bhogal,
Aurbindo Marg from Adhchind
to Safdariung Hospital.

“it won't require any path
breaking technology. The Delhi
to Jaipur highway has such pits
thanks to the Centrai Ground
Water Authority and they reduced
waterlogging,” the activist said.

Rainwater harvesting norms
are also strictly followed ina
number of Indian states. Kerala
and Himachal Pradesh are two
states that have managed to come
upwithastringent pelicy and have
also managed to implement .

WITH INPUTS FROM MOHIT
SHARMA
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ADILABAD: Many habitations )

' and Utnoorand Jainoor man-

Mild tremors \‘

Spg"éial Correspondent

the Gedavari and tribal belt of
Adilahad were hit by a mild
earthquake on  Saturday
spreading fear among resi-
dents, The tyemors were feltat
ahout 10,40 a.1m, in an area be-
sween Dandepalli and Jainoor
mandals spread over a dis-
tance of sbout 30 km in the
centre of the district.

The first report of jolts came
in from Utnioor, the headguar-
ter of the agency area in this
district, Later, §§ became clear

that joits were also felt by peo- ¢

ple in villages of Dandepalli
and Janparam in Godavari beit

dals in: the agency.
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Rain lashes
north India '

eavy rains lashed several parts of
north India over the last 24
hours disrupting normal life in
many places across the region.

Continuous downpour since
early morning left many Delhi-
ites stranded on roads as water-
fogging . contributed fo heavy
traffic snarls,

Widespread rain continued in
vast swathes of Punjab and Ha-

ryana, bringing the mercury
down even as  water-logging

cansed inconveniense.

Union Territory of Chandi-
garlt at 46,9 mm. Ambala (119
mmy, Karnal (10 1w, Ampitsar
(.emm}, Ludhiana (0.8 mm),
and Patiala (5.5 mm}, received
heavy raing in the last 24 hours
ti 8.30 a.m., a MeT report said.

Continuons showers {riggered
waterlogging in low- iying areas,
ereating traffic snarls in several
parts of Punjab, Haryana, and

CONTINUOUS SPELLS, TRAFFIC
SNARLS DISRUPT NORMAL LIFE

Chandigarh.
Traffie movernent was also af-
fected in some areas of Mohali

and Chandigarh as also on the . :

National Highway leading from
Kharar to Chandigarh,

However, experts said, rains
wonid benefit farmers in ongoing
Khartf season as plantation of
such water-guzzling crop as pad-
dy and others are on.

Moderate to very heavy rain
angl thundershowers were wit-
nessed across Ultar Pradesh
even as Mathura recorded the
highest amonnt of rainfall at 14
om.

The MeT Department said
Narora and Mathura recorded 14
cm rainfall each while Ankinghat
recorded 10 em and Gunnaur 8
€.

Kannayj, Etawah and Bisauli
received 7 om rainfall cach. ,

Central Water Commission
here said rivers like Ramganga,
Sharda and Ghaghra were in
spate with Sharda flowing above
the danger mark at Palia Kalan,

Young girls enjoving a scooter ride during heavy rains in
Lucknow and residents negotiating watertogged roads in
Gurgaon on Saturday. - pHotes: 971 & MANG) KUMAR

in Jammu and Kashmir, the
Amarnath Yatra resnmed on Sat-
urday from the base camps after
a dav's suspension due to in-
element weather in south Kash-

mir Himalayas. The
Jammu-Srinagar National High-
way, which remained closed due
to landslips was also reopencd,

...... P’F“{




Kanwar Yegendm

SHIMLA: Life in the'hill State of
Himachal was badly hit as
heavy rain continued for the
- second day on Saturday,

AH roads, inchnding high-
ways and Hak roads, got se-
- verely affected with
- landships, fash Boods, mud-
slips and uprooting of trees
oceurring at various places.
Traffic on the Manali-Leh
highway was disrupted for
several hours since Friday
night. Owing to several mud-
slips in rural Shimla and Kin-
naur  districts, - vehicles
mainiy carrying tourists, got
stuek at various places.

- Crops washed away

Accerding  to  reporis,
Chokhang village in the tribal
district of Lahaul-8piti was
hadly affected by the flash
floods and peas and potato
cTOp on a massive area got
washed away.

The local administration
was trying fo restore the os-
sential services, said local
MLA Ravi Thakur. "We will
tell officials to assess the loss
to the standing crops, e said.

in the plains, Una district
recorded about 260 mm of
rainfall in the last 48 hours
posing flood threat down-

Many trees and electricity poles were uprooted in
the downpour in Shimia on Saturday.- enoto: are |

stream, With the silt level in-
creasing, power production
in Lari and BBMB projects
lras been affected. Owing to
water release from the Pan-
doh dam, high alert was
sonnded downstream. Paon-
ta Sahib in the Sirmaur dis-
irict recorded 150 mm
rainfall and Nahan shout 70
prieny, said the officials,
M convoyv stopped
During the heavy showers,
the BJP MLA from Nahaw,
Rajiv Bindal, and his sup-
porters stopped the Chief
Minister's eonvoy af Ramn-
phr-Bharapur and demnanded
that the local primary health
centre be not shifted but

strengthened. Their demand
was accepted by the Chief
Minister on the spot.

Dharampur in Mandi got
83 mm rainfall, Kasagli 61
mrm, Kandaghat, Sangrah and
Rajgarl 49 mm each, Berthin
in Bilaspur 45 mm and Guler
in Kangra 44 mm, Nagrola
Surian 42 mm, Reohre i
Shimla district and Arkd in
Solan 40 num each.

The weather department
has issned an advisory to all
district collectors to tell peo-
ple to keep the advised dis-
tance from all water sources.
Owing to moderate snowfall
on the higher peaks, trekkers
have been advised to aveid
mountain climbing,




Staff Reporter “\f‘?
NEW DELHI: After the heavy
showers on Saturday, Delhi-
ites chese to Tomance the
mensoon on Sunday as the
rain was reduced to a con-
stant drizzle all day.

With the city receiving only
7.1 mum of rain since 8 30 am.
on Sunday as compared to the
68.6 mm received in the last
24 hours, the holiday offered:
i the perfect opportunity to sit
l back and enjoy the weather .
With rain lashing the city
for the fourth consecutive
day, Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal in the morning

rweeted,“200 mm rains in

last 36hrs, Govis continuous
menitoring and intervention,
Mach less water logging than
last years, We’'ll keep itnprov-
ing”

The MeT Department,
however, has predicted rain
for the next 48 hours with
heavy rain Hkely, The forecast
for Monday reads generally
cloudy sky. Intermittent
rain/thundershowers would
ocear at a few places with
moderate to rather heavy rain
at some places, '

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are Likely
{0 increase and seftle at
around 30 and 24 degrees
Celsius.
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Temp drops to vl H
|
2
|
|

lowest in 2 N\
years after rain &

New Delizt: The capital recorded
tlxe}cwest:empermmjmym
2hzk$i2yamsdﬁw&nﬁzmd
rain Ted toafallin the maximum
temperature. it settied at 279 de-
gree Ceisius - seven notches be-
low the season's average.
. MeT department officiais said
¢ the minimusn temperature was ;|
recorded  notch below normal | |
i at262degreeCelsius. “The max- :
- pmumtemperatureisthe lowest |
v in the month of July since 2003, |
. when the maximum tempera- I
ture had plunged to 27.8 degree !
Calsius.” an official said. j
The Safdarjung observatory, the | !
official reading for the city, re- |
ceived 79mm rainfall from830 |
am till 5.30 pm wheyeas areas | |
under Patam, Ridge, Ayanagar i
andLodhi road recorded 14mm, | |
7o mm,397 mmand 80 mm | °
rainfall respectively ENS %
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Flash ﬂoods h1t Iamrnu
3 of family d1e in mishap

EXPR ESS NEWS SERVICE
JAMMLUL JULY 10 ‘"LJ

™~

THREE MEMBERS of afamily, in-
cluding two wormnen, were kilied
after incessant rainin Jamma in
the wee hours of Friday caused
their vehicle to skid into a nul-
lab. The sain also triggered flash
floods in many areas of the state,
disrupting normat life.

Ashok Kumar, an assistant
accourys officer in the PWD at
Basohli, his mother Pushpa Devi
and sister-in-law Ranju Devi
died when the car they were
sravelling from travelling from
Lakhanpur to Basohli when their
vehicle skidded off the road at
Maams and feli into a msliah on
Friday afternoon. Aditya Sharma,
Sidharth Sharma and Aditi
Sharma, ali minors, were injured
in the mishap.

Meanwhile, the ludian Air
Force evacuated 28 BSF person-
nel marconed in flood waters
neal the international border in
Ramgarh sector.

following a request from BSE
around 10 am, the 1AF flew a Mi-
171V helicopter to rescue the

personnei at a border outpost
adjacent to Basantar river in
Ramgarh area of Samba district.
ied by Wing Commander Anup
Sharma, the IAF 'Condors’ un-
dertook the rescue operation in
adverse weather conditions,
Defence Ministry spokesperson
Lt Colone} Manish Mehta said.

The soldiers were rescued in
three shuttles to a safe place ad-
jacent to the nearby viflage. For
this, the IAF had 1o take off and
iand its chopper on the road
everytime, .

Therains aisotriggeredland-
slides that led to a blockade on
the 360-km jammu-Srinagar
national highway at Gangros
ngar Ramisu, ]

Thousands of vehicles in-
cluding those  carrying
Amarnath Yatris remained
stranded untif afternoon when
the highway was cleared.

With rivers and nullahs
across the region in spate, the
rains disrupted normai ife at
various places across the region.
Traffic at various low-lyinig areas
was disrupted due to waterlog-

ging, while there were also re-
ports of house coliapse at seme
places.

Inundated areas near the BSF post adjacent to the Basantar

-\n%on Friday. Express
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Monsoon's here,
i Wwe'reallat sea

% With the rains, the civic infrastructure
' collapses causing immense human suffering

or those who live in north

India, monsoons have s
always been a bigdeal. Onceit hits the Kerala coast

] in early June, endless discussions/ speculation
begin in north India on when it will }and in this
s region, how long it will be here and whether the

rainswill be normal/above normal/below normal, Even asthe
region waits for the showers to cool the parched earth, north
India is ‘tormented’ by images from Mumbai: Huge waves hit-
ting the coastline and residents sitting and enjoying the water
spray as dark rain clouds gather in the sky. Indeed a soothing
sight for those suffering in A0-plus temperature.

But once the monsoon hits the region, much of that romantl
cism gives way to anger and irritation because of the messand
suffering that come with the rains, especially in the metros.
The reasons are not far to seek: the civic infrastructure just
collapses like a pack of cards. Last week, Hindustan Times’
Delhi edition carried a photograph of a ‘mini waterfall’ in
Millerninm City, Gurgaon. It was actually a caved-in part of
a road in Gurgaon fhat is used by commuters toenter and exit
the city that is dotted withmalls, expensive condominiums and
offices of top corporates. Meanwhile, the social media time-
line of Dethiites has become ‘woeline’ because thousands of
people have had a harrowing time reaching their destinations
because the roads were flooded and clogged. Thisisnotanew
story: Year after year despite promises from civic authorifies,
fhe situation never changes. In fact, in the last week of June
when we wrote about floods in Assam, We mentioned that the
rains are yet to reach Delhi and how prepared the state is can
be found out only when the season starts, And now that the
Coven season is here we are all at sea, once again. Along with water-

logging there is the twin challenge of dengueand lepfospirosis
which has already killed 12 in Mumbai. :

We often hail what is now called the ‘Mumbai spirit’ which
+ ensures that come hail or storm, people will wade through the
challenges effortlessly This holds true even for Delhi. Butlet's
not paper over the issues of poor civic management by using
such pithy terminology. Civic infrastructure inour citiegisin
2 mess and someone should be hauled up for that. It cannot be
water under the bridge until the next time.
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Rains unabated in north India; several
feared killed in Kashmir eloudburst

HY Correspondent & Agencies

» Ieﬂea's@hmdwm £om

DENRADUN/HARIDWAR/SRINAGAR:
Vast swathes of North India
went under & sheet of water as
the skies opened gp on Sunday,
friggering landslides and dam-
aging houses in Jammy and
Kashmin Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and UR

Several persons have been
feared dead in a cloudburst in
south Kashmir's Pahalgam ares,
around %km south of Srinagar
even as the pilgrimage to the cave
shrineof Amarnath was suspend:
ed due toinclement weather.“The
Amarnath yaira has been sus
pended from beth Baltal and
Pahalgan: routes due to rains,”
police said. The vital Srinagar
Jammy National Highway also
has been closed.

At Jeast eight people, mainly
nomads, were washed away in the
dloudburst that struck in the after
noon in Adoc area of Pahalgam.
Two hodies have heen recovered,
jocal people said. “Search ison
for the missing persons,” said
Muzaffar Ahmad, sub-divisional
police officer; Pahalgam.

At }east five persons, who
were grazing cattie in the upper
reaches, have been feared dead.
Severai cattle were also washed
away. Kashmir has been withess-
ing heavy rains since Saturday
night.

“duly and August have the

Cropcing b, YIE

= Army personnst hook for survivors after B people, mostly nomads, were washed away in the clondburst
that struck Adoo area of Pahalgam on Sunday.

highest frequency of wetdaysand
highest precipitation. There is
high probability of fooding dur
ing these months,” said Shakil
Romshoo, head of the depart
ment of sarth sciences, Kashmir
University:

In DPehradun, a construction
workerdied and three others were
injured when 2 restaurant they
were repairing collapsed due to
rain on Sundsy morning, police
said.

“Phree workers who were

o

injured have been admitted to
& nearby hospital,” sajd Renuka
Pevi, state disaster reaponse
force (SPRF) commandant. The
deceased has been identified as
Bhanu Pratap, 60. The incident
took piace af around 10.30am,
when the under-construction
third flocr of the restaurant on
Haridwar road coliapsed, she said.

The Haridwar district adminis-
fration, which had sounded high
alert in the low lying areasof the
district on Fz‘zday said the vigil

BTI #HOTD

wil continueas the waber jevels in
the rivers are rising, “The Ganga
has reached near the danger mark

'of 284m,” said Sunil Yaday sub-

divisional officer of the Upper
Ganga canal.

In Sitapur district in Uttar
Pradesh, three persons, indud
ing a mineor, were killed in two
separate incidents of wall cot
apse. Two persons were kilied in
Badaun and one died in Bareiily
in separate incidents of house
coliapse.

*
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Govt takes a relook at dymg water bodies

Mailica Joshi
- il msm@mmmm GO

NEW BELME The public outrage
over the adventure and water
sports activities on the ecologh-
cally dving Naini Jheel it Model
Fown seems 1o have made the
Defhi government {ake a second
ok at the water bodies inthecity

TheDethi government and the
DelhiJal Board sve now planning
to rope in experis fo chalk outa
plan torevive the 600 water bodies
that Dethi's revenue departimerit
{ists. The water bodies will becat-
eporised aceording to the extent
of degradation.

According to experts, the big-
gest reason behind the drying
up of water bodics inthe ety is
urbanisation and coneretisation.

“When we pump ot groandwa
iy and coneretise thearea araumd
water bodies, theyare goingtodie
ouf. That is what has happened
to the numercds water bodles

= There was public cutrage over the adventure and water sporls

activities planned on Naini Jhee in Model Town.

in the city” said activist Vinod
Kumar Jain.

He is intheprocessof collating
data regarding the present siate
of several water bodies in the city
topresent it tothe National Green
Tribunal. According tohim, only
aboutB0% of thewsterbodies that
exists on paper are alive today

MOHD ZAKIR/MT FRE

Az perthe old records available
with the Belhi goverrament, there
were close to 1,008 water bodies
in Dethi. Of these, many are
sncroached upon and others have
dried up. As per Delhi’s environ-
ment department, there are826of
them that ave being taken careof
by the different authorities,

Defhi mainky has village ponds.

arshes, lakes and step wells as
water bodies.

According to ecologist COR

"~ Baby, the sureshot way o restore

awater body is by removing any
concretisation or encroachment
around water bodies.

"Planting trees and shrubbery
arpting water bodies, allowing
rainwatey harvesting and reduc-
ing ground water extractioncan
revive water bodies. We have seen
this inthe Yamuna Biodiversity
Park. The residents of Model
town have also asked me to pro-
pare a plan to rejuvenate the
Naini Jheel and I have suggested
a similar plan of action here”
sald Babu,

According toexperts.oneof the
higgest dangers o water hodies
in Defhi is dumping of untreated
sewerage along with the fact that
no water restoration activities —
such as rain water harvesting —
are being undertaken earnestiy
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